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Tuesday, 29 March 2022 
 

LIGHT RAIL PROJECT UNEARTHS PARRAMATTA’S HISTORY 
 

Locals and visitors to Parramatta can immerse themselves in the unique history and 
heritage of Australia’s second oldest city, as part of a new exhibition featuring local 
artefacts uncovered during construction of the Parramatta Light Rail. 
 
Minister for Transport and Veterans David Elliott said archaeological digs conducted at the 
sites of major infrastructure projects were vital in preserving the state’s history. Parramatta 
has a landscape rich in natural and cultural history which will be highlighted at this new 
exhibition - A Journey Through Time. 
 
“The exhibition will take visitors on a journey through the ages with insights into the 
Traditional Owners of the area, identified as the Burramattagal or Boromedegal, to the 
treasures buried beneath the Parramatta ‘Sand Sheet’ - an ancient geological formation 
formed more than 70,000 years ago, to its colonial European heritage,” Mr Elliott said.  
 
“This is an exciting opportunity to discover the stories of the many hidden artefacts that 
were buried beneath the city and carefully unearthed during archaeological investigations. 
 
“The artefacts, including tools made by the Traditional Owners of the area as well as early 
colonial objects, have been carefully preserved and will be presented with sensitivity and 
care.” 
 
Member for Parramatta Dr Geoff Lee said throughout the construction process, from early 
works to design and delivery, the Stage 1 Parramatta Light Rail project team did a 
wonderful job preserving and maintaining the city’s cultural heritage. 
 
“Many of Parramatta’s culturally significant and sensitive heritage sites along the light rail 
route, including Aboriginal places of significance, the Cumberland Precinct, former Rum 
Corps Barracks at Robin Thomas Reserve, and the World War II air raid shelter uncovered 
at Camellia, will be showcased.” 
 
The exhibition, free of charge, will open at the Parramatta Heritage and Visitor Information 
Centre on Thursday 7 April. Other events will be held during the exhibition as part of 
National Archaeology Week from 15 to 21 May 2022.  
 
For further information visit parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au/exhibition. 
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