
132 years of the  
T6 Carlingford Line
The origins of the T6 Carlingford 
Line go back to two privately  
owned railways. Starting with  
John Bennett’s railway, built to 
service his new Rosehill Racing  
Club, the line ran from Clyde to 
Rosehill. Benjamin Simpson later 
extended the line from Rosehill to 
Carlingford, with future expansion 
plans to Dural. The T6 Carlingford 
Line remained operational until 
January 2020, when the single  
bi-directional line was permanently 
closed to convert the line to  
dual-track light rail.  

A few years later, Benjamin Crispin Simpson built 
his private railway from Rosehill to Carlingford. 

This private railway opened in April 1896 
primarily to carry farmers and their oranges 

from the orchards in the region to Sydney, and 
to service property subdivisions to the north. 

Stations along the line included Subiaco, Victoria 
Road, Kissing Point Road and terminated at 

Pennant Hills (now known as Carlingford). 

The Camellia Railway Bridge was modified  
for structural reasons.

Final heavy rail service along the T6 Carlingford 
Line from Clyde to Carlingford to allow 
construction of the Parramatta Light Rail.

Parramatta Light Rail commences  
passenger services.

The final day of steam on the Carlingford Line 
was on 8 August 1959, following electrification  

of the final sections of track to Carlingford.

During WWII, Ambulance Trains staffed by 
Australian and United States Armed Forces 
personnel operated to Rosehill, where patients 
were transferred to road ambulances and taken  
to Concord Repatriation Hospital. 

The line was electrified from Clyde to Rosehill

Telopea Station was added to the line. 

Passenger services recommenced on  
1 August 1901. At this time, many of  
the stations were renamed:
• Subiaco to Camellia Station
• Victoria Road to Rydalmere Station 
• Kissing Point Road to Dundas Station 
• Pennant Hills to Carlingford Station  

The final whistle 
The final passenger service on the  
T6 Carlingford Line from Clyde to 
Carlingford departed from Clyde on  
5 January 2020 at 1.15am. The section  
from Carlingford to Camellia is  
being repurposed for the future  
Parramatta Light Rail. 

Experience the final 
journey by visiting 
the QR code

Did you know? 
Following the black summer 
fires in late 2019, parts  
from the decommissioned  
T6 Carlingford Railway line 
were carefully salvaged  
and taken to the Blue 
Mountains to replace rail 
infrastructure severely 
damaged in the bushfires. 

In November 1888, John Bennett opened a private 
railway and platform in ‘Rosehill’ to service his 
newly constructed racecourse (built in 1885)  
and adjacent industrial area.  

Both the Bennett and Simpson lines failed  
to prosper and by the end of 1896, were in  
the hands of the mortgagee, the Bank of  
New Zealand. The high cost of the Parramatta 
River Bridge is thought to have contributed  
to their financial collapse. The Government 
bought the railway in 1899 for £22,500  
(about $3.1 million in today’s money).
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Historic photographs contained  
within this panel are courtesy of  

the Australian Railway Historic Society and 
Transport Heritage NSW.

Vintage electric F1 train at the Farewell to 
Carlingford Line event held on 4 January 2020. 

Photo by Steve Burrows.


