
George Street tramway
In 1883, a private tramway was constructed connecting 
Parramatta Park, through George Street, to Redbank 
Wharf – the deeper river wharf to the east of Queen’s 
Wharf Reserve. 

It ran down Tramway Avenue, between the George Street 
Benevolent Asylum and the former Byrnes’ Cloth Mill 
(later part of the asylum) and operated until March 1943. 
Testing in the location of the late 19th Century tramway 
was undertaken at Queen’s Wharf Reserve and George 
Street. Archaeological evidence of the tramway was 
found right beneath the modern pavement: the rails, 
sleepers and nails were still present.

Details of the unearthed tramway was recorded by  
the project’s archaeologists so future generations can 
keep the connection between Parramatta’s past and 
future as an ever evolving city. Representative sections 
of the rails have been salvaged where feasible for use  
in a heritage interpretation garden.
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Tramway unearthed in George Street during Parramatta Light Rail construction 

Lennox Bridge and 
transport infrastructure

Designed by David Lennox and built by  
convict labour between 1836–1839 for 
£1,797, Lennox Bridge is the third oldest  
surviving masonry bridge in NSW. 
Lennox Bridge was built in close proximity to an older bridge known as the Gaol Bridge, dating from 1802. This older bridge consisted of 10 sandstone 
piers that supported a timber decking and rails. Floodwaters in 1826 severely damaged three of the piers and the bridge survived in poor shape  
until the late 1830s when it was replaced by Lennox Bridge. One of the northern piers of Gaol Bridge was uncovered in 2014, with remains being  
conserved within the new pedestrian passageway through Lennox Bridge.
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Lennox Bridge
This iconic link over the Parramatta River has seen
many changes since the original Gaol Bridge crossing
was built. It was even at risk of being demolished in
the 1930s. Thankfully, the Public Works Department
decided upon widening the bridge on the western  
side between 1934 and 1935 as an alternative.

As a testament to this long history, the Parramatta
Light Rail won’t be the first tramway to travel over  
Lennox Bridge. The steam powered Parramatta – Baulkham 
Hills line, which opened in 1902, ran down Windsor Road 
and Church Street. Connecting Parramatta to produce  
areas near Baulkham Hills, it was later extended to Castle 
Hill. Evidence of this tramway was uncovered during light 
rail works including the concrete foundation slabs that 
served as a base for the rails and sleepers.

Drainage micro tunnel
Parramatta Light Rail works included the construction  
of a drainage micro tunnel from Centenary Square  
along Church Street to Parramatta River, adjacent  
to Lennox Bridge to provide new drainage to the area.

The project used a mircro tunnel boring machine called 
‘Elizabeth’ to minimise above ground impacts to businesses  
and the community, and to mitigate  
impacts to the bridge.

Ground penetrating radar and archaeological investigations 
were undertaken on the southern side of the bridge’s  
foreshore to identify if remains of the Gaol Bridge were 
still present so they could be avoided where feasible. 
Physical testing of a potential find consisted of 
nonstructural sandstone rubble. No remains of the  
old Gaol Bridge were found.

Telford road
Identified in several locations across the Parramatta 
Light Rail alignment, including Lennox Bridge, this  
historic road engineering system known as Telford  
road was originally designed by the prominent and  
influential Scottish civil engineer Thomas Telford  
(1757-1834), responsible for designing many roads, 
bridges and canal systems in Britain during the late  
18th and early 19th centuries. 

The first roads in Sydney and Parramatta were of poor 
quality due to the lack of labour, raw materials, tools, 
and surveying and engineering expertise in the early 
years of the colony. These roads were built by convicts 
and often were little more than cleared tracks with no  
drainage, grading or surfacing. Telford’s system put  
an emphasis on maintaining a level roadway and building  
a stone base capable of carrying heavy loads. The first  
of three layers was good quality foundation stone  
carefully placed by hand, followed by a layer of broken 
stones and a top 25-millimetre layer of gravel. Telford 
road was generally used from the 1830s–1860s and 
although it was highly durable, it was complex and costly 
to build. Several locations in Factory, Church (north and 
south of the river), Macquarie, Harris and George streets
contained sandstone material interpreted as Telford
road remains.
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Photograph of Lennox Bridge as it looks today (looking west)

Ground penetrating radar survey at Lennox Bridge south eastern foreshore. 

Concrete foundations from the 1902 Parramatta-Baulkham Hills tramline. 
The rails and sleepers were placed on these structures


