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Minister’s message 

Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 is the NSW Government’s latest 
megaproject that is set to be a game changer for the people of 
Western Sydney.

I’m proud to be part of a Government 
which has committed to delivering 
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2, 
with a $602.4 million investment 
to commence construction on the 
project, which will provide another 
transformative transport connection 
for Western Sydney communities.

As a vital extension of Stage 1, 
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 
will connect the rapidly growing 
communities of Parramatta, 
Camellia, Rydalmere, Ermington, 
Melrose Park, Wentworth Point 
and Sydney Olympic Park. It will 
expand the network to connect 
Greater Parramatta and the Olympic 
Peninsula (GPOP), the geographic 
and demographic heart of Greater 
Sydney, and bring the vision of a 
‘30-minute city’ closer to reality.

Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 
will generate around 2200 jobs in 
addition to the 5000 jobs generated 
by the delivery of the Stage 1 
project, to support the local labour 
market. As announced by the NSW 
Government in March this year, 
Australian manufacturing content 
will be mandatory for the Parramatta 
Light Rail Stage 2 Final Business 
Case, including light rail vehicles, 
to ensure infrastructure projects 
lift local economies and create new 
jobs onshore. GPOP is well-placed 
to generate a share of the 817,000 
new jobs Greater Sydney will need 
by 2036.

Delivery of the project will be staged, 
starting with a new bridge over 
the Parramatta River connecting 
the communities of Wentworth 
Point and Melrose Park. This is an 
important opportunity for NSW 
to get ahead with delivering for 
future generations, by reducing 
congestion, encouraging active 
transport, and delivering sustainable 
urban environments.

Western Sydney’s tourism and 
economy will also reap the benefits 
of Stage 2, which will connect 
locals and visitors to major events 
and attractions such as Accor 
Stadium, Qudos Bank Arena, 
Rosehill Gardens Racecourse, 
Sydney Olympic Park events, the 
annual Sydney Royal Easter Show, 
Sydney Showground and the future 
URBNSURF development. 

With Stage 1 in delivery, this 
next phase will transform how 
communities link to the Parramatta 
CBD and Sydney Olympic Park and 
integrate with the future Sydney 
Metro West.  

Now is the time to consider 
the benefits of this proposal 
and have your say as the NSW 
Government works to deliver 
better and connected transport 
for our communities.

The Hon David Elliott MP 
Minister for Transport, Veterans 
and Western Sydney
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About the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS)
An EIS has been developed for Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 to 
support an application for project approval in accordance with the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) (EP&A Act). 
The EIS provides information on the economic, environmental and 
social impacts of the project.

This document is an overview of key impacts 
assessed in the EIS. A complete copy of the EIS, 
including Technical Papers is available online, and it 
is recommended that community members view this 
before making a submission.

The project’s EIS will be on public exhibition during  
9 November – 7 December 2022.

Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 is declared state 
significant infrastructure in accordance with the EP&A 
Act, which is infrastructure important to the state for 
economic, social or environmental reasons.

The project must undergo environmental impact 
assessment under the EP&A Act. Approval from the 
NSW Minister for Planning is required following public 
exhibition before Transport for NSW can proceed with 
construction of the project.

Some of the key topics in the EIS are:

 • how the project has been developed, including 
alternatives and options considered

 • the project’s features and operation

 • construction processes and activities

 • a summary of community engagement undertaken

 • traffic impacts

 • construction and operational noise and 
vibration impacts

 • local business impacts during construction

 • social impacts

 • Indigenous and non-Indigenous heritage impacts

 • visual amenity impacts

 • sustainability impacts

 • biodiversity impacts

 • an approach to environmental management 
and mitigation.

Top: Community engagement in Parramatta.
Bottom: Improvements to recreational facilities are proposed for 
Ken Newman Park.
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Introduction to Parramatta 
Light Rail Stage 2
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 is the NSW 
Government’s latest megaproject being delivered 
to serve a growing Western Sydney. It will connect 
local communities in the Greater Parramatta to 
the Olympic Peninsula (GPOP) and bring the vision 
of a ‘30-minute city’ closer to reality. Stage 2 will 
connect Stage 1 and the Parramatta CBD to Sydney 
Olympic Park via Camellia, Ermington, Melrose Park 
and Wentworth Point.

Project timeline

Early planning 
and consultation

Environmental 
Impact Statement Procurement Construction Operation
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Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 will link 
communities north and south of the Parramatta 
River directly to the Parramatta CBD; the Camellia 
Town Centre; the booming sport, entertainment, 
education and employment hub at Sydney 
Olympic Park; and the Carter Street precinct.

Major attractions along the alignment include 
Accor Stadium, Qudos Bank Arena, Rosehill 
Gardens Racecourse, events at Sydney Olympic 
Park, the annual Sydney Royal Easter Show, 
Sydney Showground and the future URBNSURF 
development.

It will provide key connections to the future 
Sydney Metro West and heavy rail in Parramatta 
and Sydney Olympic Park, as well as ferry 
services at Rydalmere and Sydney Olympic Park.

Stage 2 will have 14 fully accessible stops over 
10 kilometres of new light rail track, with travel 
times of around 31 minutes from the Carter Street 
stop in Lidcombe to the Sandown Boulevard 
stop in Camellia via Sydney Olympic Park, and a 
further 7 minutes to the Parramatta Square stop 
in the Parramatta CBD.

Parramatta Light Rail Stage 1
Major construction of Parramatta Light Rail Stage 1 is 
underway, which will connect Westmead to Carlingford 
via the Parramatta CBD and Camellia with a two-way track 
spanning 12 kilometres and 16 accessible stops. Passenger 
services are expected to commence in 2024.

Stage 1 will link the Parramatta CBD to nearby trains, 
buses and ferries, the Westmead Health Precinct, the 
dining and entertainment precinct on Parramatta’s Church 
Street, CommBank Stadium, the new science, technology 
and innovation museum Powerhouse Parramatta, 
Rosehill Gardens Racecourse and three Western Sydney 
University campuses.

Top left: Aerial image of Wentworth Point and Melrose Park.
Top right: Artist’s impression of the new light rail and active 
transport bridge.
Right: Artist’s impression of the Parramatta Square stop, 
Stage 1 and 2 interchange stop.
Opposite left: Artist’s impression of light rail at Sydney 
Olympic Park.
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Key features of Stage 2 
of the project

Light rail line and bridges
 • 10 kilometre two-way light rail track 

with 14 stops between Camellia and the 
Carter Street precinct

 • Two bridges over the Parramatta River 
between Camellia and Rydalmere, 
and between Melrose Park and 
Wentworth Point

 • A bridge over Silverwater Road between 
Rydalmere and Ermington

 • Bridge works in Ken Newman Park and 
Sydney Olympic Park.

Active and public 
transport integration
 • An 8.5 kilometre active transport link, 

also known as a walking and bike-riding 
path, will run parallel to the light rail 
corridor and link to the existing network

 • Interchanges with other modes of 
public transport, including trains, 
ferries, buses and Sydney Metro West, 
with the main interchanges located in 
the Parramatta CBD, Rydalmere and 
Sydney Olympic Park

 • A shared light rail and pedestrian zone 
(no through vehicle access) in Sydney 
Olympic Park along Dawn Fraser 
Avenue between Australia Avenue and 
Olympic Boulevard

 • Bus access over the bridge between 
Melrose Park and Wentworth Point.

Other works
Works proposed to support the project’s 
operation:

 • turnback facilities at Melrose Park and 
the Parramatta CBD

 • adjustments to the Parramatta Light Rail 
Stage 1 stabling and maintenance facility 
at Camellia

 • five traction power substations to 
convert electricity to power the light 
rail vehicles

 • public domain improvements at stop 
locations and open space at Eric 
Primrose Reserve, Ken Newman Park 
and Archer Park, and new public open 
space around the Atkins Road stop.
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Project objectives
 

The NSW Government’s Greater Sydney 
Region Plan A Metropolis of Three Cities 
(Greater Sydney Commission, 2018) 
outlines a vision for a three-city metropolis 
consisting of the Western Parkland City, 
Central River City and Eastern Harbour 
City. It highlights the metropolitan centre 
of Greater Parramatta as the core of the 
Central River City. GPOP, at the centre of 
the Central River City, is one of the fastest 
growing areas in the city.

There is growing urgency to improve 
connectivity and deliver a transport 
solution in GPOP that will support 
placemaking objectives. More than 
40 per cent of residents and 30 
per cent of employees in GPOP 
will be living and working along 
the project corridor by 2041. There 
will be 120,000 people and 75,000 
jobs that need to be connected to 
one another and to Greater Sydney, 
driving increased demand for 
public transport services. Frequent 
and reliable public transport is 
essential for the success of GPOP’s 
communities and businesses.

Parramatta Light Rail will deliver 
an integrated light rail service that 
meets the needs of population 
and employment growth expected 
throughout Sydney’s Central 
River City and the GPOP priority 
growth area.

Above: Sydney Olympic Park.

10 Project overview



City 
shaping

 • Support the vision for Parramatta as a 21st century 
city – attract new investment and economic 
development

 • A catalyst for shaping new growth – activate 
underutilised land and provide transport capacity 
needed to support sustainable population and 
employment growth.

Transport  
connectivity

 • Connect people and places – support the diverse 
mix of customer journeys that link employment, 
cultural, educational, health and supporting 
precincts with existing and new communities.

Transport  
choice

 • Provide attractive transport choices for customers 
– deliver a ‘turn up and go’, safe and reliable, all-
day light rail service that is integrated with roads, 
buses, trains and active transport.

Place 
making

 • Contribute to the creation of local hubs – support 
the creation of attractive and memorable public 
spaces that are better utilised by communities. Top: Active transport link through Ermington.

Centre: Bike festival. Image courtesy of Sydney Olympic Park 
Authority. 
Bottom: Live music event. Image courtesy of Sydney Olympic 
Park Authority.
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How the preferred 
alignment was developed

In February 2017, the NSW Government 
announced that Parramatta Light 
Rail would be delivered in stages, 
with Stage 1 connecting Westmead 
to Carlingford via Parramatta, and 
Stage 2 connecting Stage 1 and the 
Parramatta CBD to Strathfield via 
Sydney Olympic Park.

There were 19 possible corridor options 
developed and evaluated for the project 
between Camellia and Strathfield via Sydney 
Olympic Park. The performance of corridor 
options was evaluated against the project 
objectives and project-specific criteria. 
Options that did not meet the objectives or 
were considered to result in unacceptable 
community and environmental impacts or 
significant engineering challenges and costs 
were eliminated.

During the evaluation of the corridor options, 
the NSW Government announced the preferred 
route for Sydney Metro West, including stations 
at Parramatta, Sydney Olympic Park, Burwood 

Above: Corridor options assessed for Parramatta Light Rail 
Stage 2 during the phase 1 assessment.
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and North Strathfield. This was 
considered during the evaluation as 
it influenced the potential benefits 
of each corridor.

In 2019, a design was developed for 
the preferred light rail alignment 
between Camellia and the Carter 
Street precinct via Ermington and 
Sydney Olympic Park. 

Design development continued in 
2021 and throughout 2022 to refine 
the preferred alignment based on 
urban design and placemaking 
investigations, preliminary 

assessment of environmental 
impacts, and ongoing community and 
stakeholder engagement.

The following matters were 
considered in determining the 
preferred alignment:

 • Stakeholder and community input

 • Placemaking, customer and land 
use outcomes

 • Planning strategies and policies

 • Detailed site analysis, including 
site inspections and investigations

 • Review of proposed development 
master plans along the alignment

 • Bridge design and 
construction methods

 • Site constraints such as 
environment, heritage, existing 
utilities, and potential property 
impacts

 • Accessibility to the stops via 
walking and bike-riding routes 
and integration with the broader 
transport network.

Below: Corridor options shortlisted for 
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 during the 
phase 2 assessment.
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Key precincts
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A journey on 
Parramatta Light Rail

Light rail vehicles, 
frequency and 
travel times
Transport for NSW continues 
to investigate the capacity and 
capability to provide rolling 
stock locally.

Light rail will operate on a ‘turn up 
and go’ basis from 5am to 1am seven 
days a week, with the flexibility to 
offer additional services during 
major events.

Services between 7am and 7pm will 
run around 7.5 minutes on weekdays, 
and between 10 to 15 minutes outside 
these times, and on weekends and 
public holidays.

Ticketing and 
journey information
The Opal card ticketing system will 
be used to pay for travel on the light 
rail. Opal card readers will be located 
at each stop. Passengers will need to 
‘tap on’ and ‘tap off’ before entering 
and after exiting the light rail vehicle.

Opal card top-up machines and ticket 
machines will be installed at selected 
stops. The location of these stops will 
be confirmed during detailed design. 
Passenger information displays 
will be located at each light rail 
stop to provide up-to-date service 
information in real time.

Contactless payment will also be 
available on the network, to allow 
passengers to tap on and off with a 
bank or credit card or enabled device.Above: Sydney Light Rail vehicle
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Passenger security 
and safety
To provide passengers with a safe 
and secure experience, several 
security features will be built into 
the light rail design. Stops will be 
located in visible areas and lighting 
provided at stops, access paths 
and along the active transport link.

Closed circuit television (CCTV) 
cameras will be installed at stops 
and linked to the operations 
control facility. Emergency help 
points and warning signs will be 
installed at all light rail stops.

Journey times
Travel times will be around 31 
minutes from the Carter Street 
stop in Lidcombe to the Sandown 
Boulevard stop in Camellia 
via Sydney Olympic Park, and 
a further 7 minutes to the 
Parramatta Square stop in the 
Parramatta CBD. 

Transport 
interchanges
The light rail stops have been 
located to integrate with other 
public transport modes, including 
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 1, 
trains, buses and ferries, as well 
as the future Sydney Metro West 
stations in the Parramatta CBD and 
Sydney Olympic Park.

Passengers travelling from Sydney 
Olympic Park to Carlingford (or 
vice versa) will need to alight at 
the Sandown Boulevard stop in 
Camellia and walk a short distance 
to the Rosehill Gardens stop 
serviced by Stage 1.

Passengers travelling between 
Sydney Olympic Park and 
Westmead will need to alight at 
one of the three stops serviced 
by both Stage 1 and 2: Parramatta 
Square, Robin Thomas or 
Tramway Avenue.

Interchange stops

Top: Ferry stop at Rydalmere.
Bottom: Train interchange.
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Project description

Light rail stops
There will be 14 stops along the alignment, 
designed to provide convenient pedestrian 
and active transport access, as well as 
integration with other transport modes such 
as trains, buses and ferries. Each stop will 
be designed to allow accessibility for people 
with a disability and others less mobile.

Key features of the light rail stops include:

 • shelters, seating, Opal card readers, 
real time passenger information 
displays showing running times and 
wayfinding signage

 • platforms about 45 metres long and 
either island or side platforms

 • at least one pedestrian crossing 
across the light rail tracks at each 
stop, to provide improved permeability 
and access between the platform 
and the precinct.

Stabling and 
maintenance facility
The stabling and maintenance facility 
is currently under construction as part 
of Parramatta Light Rail Stage 1 on the 
southern side of Grand Avenue, Camellia. 
Work will be undertaken within the facility 
to increase its capacity to accommodate 
the light rail vehicles for Stage 2.

The facility will enable maintenance, repairs, 
upgrades, refurbishments, stabling and 
cleaning of light rail vehicles, as well as 
being a base for infrastructure maintenance 
activities. It will operate 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week.

The operations control centre for the light 
rail network will be in the maintenance 
building, along with administration and staff 
facilities. Parking for staff and visitors will 
be provided on site.Top: Light rail services will use the Opal card reader system.

Bottom: Artist’s impression of the Robin Thomas stop, Stage 1 and 2 interchange.
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Top: Artist’s impression of the Tramway Avenue stop, Stage 1 and 2 interchange stop.
Centre: Side platform.
Bottom: Island platform.
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Open space
There will be new and improved open 
spaces and recreation facilities at 
Ken Newman Park, the Atkins Road 
stop and Archer Park. This will offset 
the areas of open space directly 
impacted by the design.

The project will continue to consult 
with City of Parramatta Council 
and other key stakeholders as the 
design is further developed. The 
community is invited to provide its 
feedback on the concept designs 
for these three open spaces, which 
are described in the EIS (Chapter 6 
Project Description – infrastructure 
and operation).

A new shared pedestrian and light 
rail zone (no through vehicle access) 
will be delivered along Dawn Fraser 
Avenue between Australia Avenue 
and Olympic Boulevard, as well 
as improved urban amenity and 
streetscaping along the alignment.

Transport for NSW will continue 
to investigate other opportunities 
to enhance open space as the 
project progresses.

Above: Increased open space areas 
and improved recreational facilities are 
proposed as part of the project.
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Powering light rail
Light rail vehicles typically run on power supplied from 
overhead wires. However, as energy capture and storage 
technology improves, some light rail systems operate 
without overhead wiring over short distances, such as 
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 1 where the vehicle will be 
battery-operated along two wire-free areas.

The project’s power configuration, including wiring and 
pole arrangement, will be determined during design 
development. However, wire-free power supply will 
be provided along Dawn Fraser Avenue between the 
Jacaranda Square and Carter Street stops.

Additional wire-free options will be investigated for 
other sections of the alignment during detailed design.

Traction power substations
Traction power substations will supply electricity to 
power the overhead wiring system. The substations will 
typically be about 17 metres long by 5 metres wide with a 
height of about 5 metres.

Five traction power substations will be constructed for 
the project. They will incorporate design features and 
materials (such as fitted with an external façade) to 
integrate with the surrounding environment.

Top left: Artist’s impression of a light rail substation at North 
Parramatta for Stage 1.
Top right: Diagram showing how the light rail vehicle is powered.
Bottom: Artist’s impression of light rail on Boronia Street.
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Building Parramatta 
Light Rail Stage 2

Construction 
activities and 
timeline
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 
will generally be on or adjacent 
to roads, with modifications to 
accommodate light rail track, 
infrastructure and stops.

Other works include:

 • installing drainage 
infrastructure

 • utility protection and 
relocation work

 • constructing retaining walls

 • installing overhead wiring

 • modifying some intersections 
and property accesses

 • public domain works and 
constructing the active 
transport link.

Construction of the bridges over 
the Parramatta River will require 
works within the river. The 
construction methodologies for 
the bridges have been refined 
to minimise potential impacts on 
environmentally sensitive areas, 
with the use of temporary work 
platforms in the shallow edges 
of the river.

The community will be notified 
in advance of any construction 
works and impacts, and will 
be provided maps to illustrate 
any changes.

Top and bottom: Construction work on Parramatta Light Rail Stage 1.
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Proposed 
construction hours
The project proposes to utilise 
the primary construction hours 
of 7am – 7pm Monday to Sunday 
(including public holidays). 

A similar approach was 
implemented during the 
construction of Parramatta Light 
Rail Stage 1, which significantly 
reduced the number of nights 
worked and the associated 
noise and access impacts on the 
community.

The benefits of extended 
construction hours are to:

 • potentially shorten the 
duration of construction in any 
one location and associated 
amenity, including noise and 
access impacts

 • provide flexibility to program 
works within the road corridor 
at times when traffic volumes 
are lower in daytime and 
evening periods, minimising 
the potential for disruption 
and providing safety benefits 
for workers and the public

 • enable works within Sydney 
Olympic Park to be planned 
around special events.

The project will work closely 
with affected residents 
and businesses to minimise 
construction impacts and will 
notify the community before 
works commence.

Staging
Construction of Parramatta 
Light Rail Stage 2 will be carried 
out progressively.

 • Enabling works 
Transport for NSW will focus on 
the delivery of the new bridge 
between Wentworth Point and 
Melrose Park. Construction is 
expected to begin in 2024.

 • Main construction works 
This includes establishment 
of construction compounds, 
utility relocations, tree 
removal and offset planting, 
landscaping and construction 
of track infrastructure, traction 
power substations and active 
transport link.

 • Testing and commissioning  
Testing of the new infrastructure, 
and commissioning and testing of 
vehicles and operating systems.

Construction 
compounds
Fifteen construction compounds are 
proposed to support construction 
activities in nearby works areas. 
Compounds were selected due 
to their proximity to work areas 
and the limited land available 
to accommodate such facilities. 
These will generally include 
offices, lunchrooms, toilets, first 
aid room, security, and plant and 
equipment storage.

Where possible, noisy works and 
deliveries will be restricted to 
standard construction hours to 
minimise impacts on the community. 
Hoarding will be installed around 
construction compounds to reduce 
noise, dust and visual impacts.

Although every effort has been 
made to identify all land required for 
construction, including the location 
of construction compounds, the 
contractor(s) may require additional 
or alternative compound locations.

Top and bottom: Construction work on 
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 1.
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Land requirements
Transport for NSW has made every effort 
to minimise land and property impacts to 
businesses and residences where possible.

Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 will 
be constructed largely within the 
existing road reserve or within other 
land currently owned by the NSW 
Government. However, the project will 
also affect some land outside existing 
transport corridors.

All property acquisitions, either 
partial or whole, will be managed in 
accordance with the Land Acquisition 
(Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991, the 
land acquisition reforms announced 
by the NSW Government in 2016, and 
the recommendations of the Auditor 
General’s 2021 review of Transport for 
NSW’s acquisition practices.

In addition to the estimated 
permanent land requirements, 
some land will be required 
during construction only. The 
temporary use of land will be via 
a lease, licence or a memorandum 
of understanding with the 
relevant government agency or 
private landholder.

Transport for NSW has 
commenced early engagement 
with impacted owners 
and tenants, and Personal 
Relationship Managers have 
been assigned to support them 
through the acquisition process.

Above: Aerial view of Camellia, Ermington and 
Melrose Park.
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Transport and traffic
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 will be 
constructed on or adjacent to roads, with 
modifications required to accommodate the 
light rail tracks, infrastructure and stops. 

Road or lane closures will be required 
to enable construction works to be 
safely undertaken and minimise 
potential traffic impacts. This can 
include utility protection and relocation 
works, construction of structural 
elements, installing overhead wiring, 
modifying intersections and property 
access, public domain works and 
constructing or connecting active 
transport links.

Detours and alternate routes will be 
provided as needed to maintain traffic 
flow and access. This will be done in 
consultation with relevant stakeholders 
to ensure impacts are minimised.

Traffic management
Prior to construction, a detailed traffic 
assessment will be undertaken and 
mitigation measures developed to 
respond to traffic requirements. This 
will ensure that satisfactory capacity 
and minimum levels of service are 
maintained for road users.

Construction of the light rail will 
require modifications to some bus 
services across the alignment. 
Temporary bus arrangements will 
be implemented to meet travel 
demand. Advanced notification of 
service changes will be provided to 
affected customers.

Due to construction of the bridges 
over the Parramatta River, there 
will be short-term closures of the 
navigational channel affecting the 
F3 ferry service and other river users, 
including owners of private wharves 
and facilities between Wentworth Point 
and Rydalmere. Ermington Boat Ramp 
and the nearby carpark will be closed 
for up to three years.

Parking
Some on-street parking will be 
permanently or temporarily removed in 
certain areas to make way for the light 
rail and active transport infrastructure. 
There may also be impacts to private 
property access as a result of changes 
to the local road network.

Transport for NSW will assess parking 
impacts due to the project, and 
work closely with City of Parramatta 
Council and other key stakeholders 
on strategies to lessen the impacts on 
residential parking. This may include 
the provision of alternative parking and 
staged removal of parking spaces.

Above: Changed traffic conditions 
carried out in North Parramatta as part 
of Stage 1.
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Active transport corridor
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 supports 
the principles of active transport through 
improving walking and bike-riding access 
along the alignment.

The project will provide active 
transport links, also known as shared 
walking and bike-riding paths,  
throughout the GPOP region and 
build on the 5.7 kilometre shared 
path being delivered as part of 
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 1.

Benefits
Active transport links benefit the 
community by:

 • encouraging walking and 
bike-riding for people travelling 
short journeys

 • providing access to and along 
the light rail alignment 

 • improving access to light rail 
stops and open spaces

 • promoting a healthy lifestyle.

The project will deliver:

 • an 8.5-kilometre active 
transport link between Camellia 
and the Carter Street precinct, 
which will connect with the 
existing network

 • interchanges with other modes of 
public transport, including trains, 
buses, ferries and Sydney Metro 
West, with the main interchanges 
located in the Parramatta 
CBD, Rydalmere and Sydney 
Olympic Park

 • a light rail and pedestrian zone 
(no through vehicle access) within 
Sydney Olympic Park along Dawn 
Fraser Avenue between Australia 
Avenue and Olympic Boulevard

 • active and public transport 
access over the bridges 
between Melrose Park and 
Wentworth Point, and Camellia 
and Rydalmere.

Safety features
To enhance safety and user amenity, 
lighting will be provided along 
the length of the active transport 
corridor. Lighting will be designed 
to minimise light spill impacts 
to adjacent areas, particularly in 
residential or sensitive areas, and will 
be finalised during detailed design.

Segregation between the light rail 
tracks and active transport corridor is 
a key feature of the design. Fencing 
or landscaped separation will be 
provided where sufficient clearance 
is not feasible.

Above left and right: Active transport links 
along the Parramatta River.
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Above left and right: Active transport links along the Parramatta River.
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Heritage
Detailed studies have been carried out 
across the alignment to understand the 
potential impacts of the project on heritage 
items in the area. Where feasible, the 
project design has been amended to avoid 
impacts on heritage items and properties.

Aboriginal heritage
Transport for NSW acknowledges 
that the project is situated on 
the traditional lands of the 
Burramattagal, the Wangal and 
the Wategora clans of the Dharug 
nation, who have a connection to the 
lands and waters around the GPOP 
area. The project is committed to 
understanding and mitigating any 
impact to Aboriginal heritage and 
will continue to work with Aboriginal 
stakeholders throughout the design 
and delivery of the project.

The project has undertaken 
extensive research to understand 
the significance of the project area. 
This involved collaborating with 
Local Aboriginal Land Councils 
and Registered Aboriginal Parties 
to develop a better understanding 
of the local history, including site 
visits to inspect potential areas with 
Aboriginal heritage.

The project will traverse a number 
of culturally significant areas and 
Transport for NSW is committed 
to embedding Country-led 
collaboration and design in the 
ongoing development of the 
project. By embracing an Aboriginal 
co-design approach, the project 
will deliver positive community and 
placemaking benefits.

Top: Archaeological sieving during 
a test excavation on Stage 1.
Left: Aboriginal tool uncovered 
during heritage excavation on 
Stage 1.
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Non-Aboriginal 
heritage
The non-Aboriginal heritage 
of the project area has been 
extensively researched. No items 
of world or national heritage 
significance were identified 
within, adjacent to, or near the 
project site. 

Six items of State and/or local 
heritage significance were 
identified within the project site. 
A further 15 items of State and/
or local heritage significance 
are located within 50 metres of 
the project site. There were also 
four potential heritage items 
identified during the assessment.

The design approach has 
focused on avoiding and/or 
minimising the impact on known 
or potential heritage items. 
Where impacts on heritage items 
are predicted, most impacts are 
expected to be minor.

Heritage management
Heritage management is an important 
focus of the project. Further 
assessments will be undertaken in 
areas of high archaeological potential. 
This is to comprehensively understand 
the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
heritage of the area where the project 
will be constructed.

During construction, mitigation 
measures will be implemented to 
reduce impacts to heritage items. This 
will include a process to ensure items 
of heritage significance are recorded 
and assessed should unexpected items 
be inadvertently uncovered. There will 
also be expert assessment of heritage 
items to ensure that vibration from 
construction does not impact them.

A Heritage Interpretation Strategy 
will be developed to assist with the 
management, preservation, and 
communication of key heritage items 
and stories uncovered along the way. 
This will help to preserve the Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal heritage of the area.

Top: Consulting archaeologist conducting 
a non-Aboriginal heritage excavation in the 
Cumberland area as part of Stage 1.
Centre: Heritage interpretation at a significant 
Aboriginal site in the Cumberland Precinct.
Bottom: Items uncovered during an 
archaeological excavation on Stage 1.
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Working with local 
communities
Transport for NSW has undertaken an 
extensive engagement program to support 
planning and development of the project 
and will continue to work closely with local 
communities throughout the EIS public 
exhibition, detailed design and construction.

A Community Communication 
Strategy will be developed, as well 
as a Business Consultation and 
Activation Plan to mitigate impacts 
and keep stakeholders and the 
community informed.

Business support
Business impacts will vary across 
the project depending on the type of 
business activity, both during light 
rail construction and operations.

The level of impact depends on the 
location of the business and may 
include reduced business visibility, 
temporary loss of existing outdoor 
dining areas during construction, 
reduction in parking, changes in 
loading zone locations, amenity 
impacts due to noise, dust and 
vibration, and traffic congestion.

The project team recognises the 
importance of supporting and 
minimising the impact on businesses. 
Place Managers will be appointed to 
work directly with local businesses 
to ensure they have the support and 
information they need.

Above: Business activation on Church Street.
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Business Consultation 
and Activation Plan
A Business Consultation and Activation 
Plan will be developed in consultation 
with business representatives, impacted 
business owners and key stakeholders, 
including City of Parramatta Council 
and Sydney Olympic Park Authority.

The plan will aim to:

 • minimise disruption for customers 
and deliveries as far as possible

 • maintain access to properties, 
businesses and community facilities

 • maintain business visibility to 
potential customers during 
construction such as wayfinding and 
additional communication methods

 • respond to other identified concerns 
as far as possible, including 
construction impacts.

Business support services will be 
offered to affected businesses along 
the alignment such as marketing, 
promotion and business planning.

Top left: Business in Parramatta CBD. Top right: Locals enjoy the cafe in Ermington.
Centre: Community engagement mobile pop-up. Bottom: Business in Parramatta CBD.
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Noise and vibration

Managing impacts
The project is committed to minimising 
noise and vibration at construction sites 
as much as possible. The community 
will be notified prior to work occurring, 
including the timing and duration of the 
work. Project contact details including 
the 24/7 community information line 
will also be provided.

A number of mitigation measures 
may be used to manage potentially 
noisy works. This includes limiting 
work to certain hours, minimising out 
of hours work and using construction 
techniques and specialised equipment 
that generate less noise. Respite 
periods may also be used to reduce the 
effects of construction activities.

Managing operational 
noise and vibration
A detailed assessment of potential 
operational noise and vibration impacts 
will be undertaken, with a range of 
strategies and measures available 
to mitigate impacts. The project will 
consider the use of technologies 
to reduce the generation of noise 
and block the path of noise from 
impacted properties.

In some cases, if properties are still 
deemed to be impacted by noise and 
vibration, they will be offered property 
treatments to reduce the impact on 
habitable rooms. These properties will 
be identified as the project progresses 
with treatments implemented prior 
to the commencement of light 
rail operation.

Top and bottom: Construction work on Parramatta Light Rail Stage 1.
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Biodiversity and sustainability

Biodiversity
Transport for NSW has taken every 
endeavour to minimise impacts 
on biodiversity and the natural 
environment. Comprehensive studies 
were undertaken to inform the 
project’s design.

The design has been refined to avoid 
impacts on biodiversity values where 
possible, including:

 • maximising use of existing 
transport corridors and 
disturbed areas with no or 
limited native vegetation

 • avoiding direct impacts on 
remnant native vegetation in 
Newington Nature Reserve

 • locating the bridges over the 
Parramatta River to make use 
of natural gaps in mangrove 
vegetation and proposing the use 
of elevated temporary jetties to 
construct the bridges

 • locating temporary compounds 
away from sensitive sites to avoid 
impacts on existing frog habitats 
within Sydney Olympic Park.

The project is committed to retaining 
trees where possible. During detailed 
design, ongoing efforts will be made 
to further minimise the potential 
impacts on trees.

A number of trees will need to 
be removed to facilitate light rail 
construction and operation. A 
strategy will be developed to define 
how the loss of trees will be offset to 
achieve a significant increase in tree 
canopy across the alignment and 
surrounding areas.

Sustainability
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 will 
provide an attractive alternative 
to private vehicles, assisting 
in minimising car dependence 
for trips in the area. It will also 
promote sustainable transport with 
the provision of active transport 
links that will connect to stops, 
existing cycle routes such as the 
Parramatta Valley Cycleway and 
key destinations.

The project will identify key 
sustainability goals and objectives, 
including a target of achieving a 
minimum silver program rating in 
the Infrastructure Sustainability 
Council rating tool. The project is 
committed to identifying ways to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
and waste and water usage during 
construction and operation.

Top: Mangroves line the river at Melrose Park.
Bottom: Nesting box set up for local birds.
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Where to view the EIS

The EIS for Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 is on exhibition during 
9 November – 7 December 2022.

The full EIS and accompanying documents may be viewed 
on the NSW Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) 
website: majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au

A printed copy of the Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 EIS will be available at the Transport for NSW – Parramatta Light 
Rail delivery office, Level 10, 130 George Street, Parramatta NSW 2150.

Community information sessions
To find out more about the Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 EIS, you can attend one of the information sessions where 
members from the project team will be available to answer your queries.

There is no need to book to attend these sessions, just turn up on the day. To find out more, please 
visit the Virtual Engagement Room at plr2.ghdengage.com/virtual-room
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How to make a submission

Transport for NSW invites all stakeholders and community 
members to provide feedback on the project proposal by making a 
formal submission to the DPE during the public exhibition period. 
It is your chance to have your say!

Submissions must be made to the DPE by 7 December 
2022 (please check the Major Projects website to 
confirm the deadline). Submissions can be made via:

 • Website:  
planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects

 • Post:  
Department of Planning and Environment  
GPO Box 39  
Sydney NSW 2001

Your submission should contain:

 • Your name and address

 • The name of your application

 • The application number SSI-10035

 • A brief statement on whether you support or 
object to the proposal

 • The reasons why you support or object to 
the proposal.

If you do not want your personal details made 
public, please advise the DPE of this at the top of 
your submission.

Important note about 
political donations
People lodging submissions must declare reportable 
political donations (including donations of $1000 or more) 
made within the previous two years.

Visit planning.nsw.gov.au/Contact-Us for more details.

Under section 5.17 of the EP&A Act, the Secretary 
will provide copies of submissions received during the 
exhibition period, or a summary of the submissions to 
the proponent.

Contact us
You can contact the project team directly via any of the 
channels below. It is important to note that contact with 
the project team does not constitute a formal submission 
about the EIS and that this can only be done directly to 
the DPE via the methods listed above.

 • The project’s Virtual Engagement Room:  
plr2.ghdengage.com/virtual-room

 • Telephone: 1800 139 389

 • Email: parramattalightrail@transport.nsw.gov.au

 • Website: parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au

 • In person: Level 10, 130 George Street,  
Parramatta, NSW 2150.
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Transport for NSW

Parramatta Light Rail 
Level 10, 130 George Street 
Parramatta NSW 2150

Office hours:  
Monday to Friday  
9am — 5pm

Contact us
If you have any questions or would like more 
information please contact our project team:

1800 139 389 
parramattalightrail@transport.nsw.gov.au 
parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au

Translating and interpreting service 
If you need help understanding this information, 
please contact the Translating and Interpreting 
Service on 131 450 and ask them to call us 
on 1800 139 389.

mailto:parramattalightrail@transport.nsw.gov.au
http://www.parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au
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