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SUBMISSION TO THE ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 

1. FILE NUMBER 

CA21/774604 

2. TITLE 

Petition requesting Council withdraw the Draft Off-Road Cycling Strategy for revision, 
including consideration of wider stakeholder involvement, and improve and adequately 
resource the enforcement of illegal off-road tracks 

3. ISSUE/PURPOSE 

To respond to a petition requesting Council withdraw the Draft Off-Road Cycling Strategy for 
revision, including consideration of wider stakeholder involvement, and improve and 
adequately resource the enforcement of illegal off-road tracks. 

4. PROPONENT 

David Chick, Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability 

5. SUBMISSION PREPARED BY 

Susan Dymock, Senior Program Officer Bushland Acquisition, Biodiversity and Conservation 
Planning, Parks and Natural Resources, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City 
Planning and Sustainability 

6. FOR RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

For recommendation to Council 

7. RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the draft response, as set out in Attachment A, be sent to the head 
petitioner. 

I note the submission is being forwarded to the 
Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee. 

David Chick 
DIVISIONAL MANAGER 
CITY PLANNING AND 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Councillor Tracy Davis 
CIVIC CABINET CHAIR 
ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND 
SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
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8. BACKGROUND 

A petition containing 2,053 signatures was received by Council, during the Winter Recess 2021, 
requesting Council withdraw the Draft Off-Road Cycling Strategy for revision, including 
consideration of wider stakeholder involvement, and improve and adequately resource the 
enforcement of illegal off-road tracks. 

Council has commenced the Brisbane Off-Road Cycling project (the project) to plan for 
off-road cycling opportunities and facilities within parks and natural areas. 

The protection of the natural environment is a key priority for the project. Council has 
comprehensive information on the biodiversity values of parks and natural areas, and this 
continues to inform the project. Proposed new off-road cycling infrastructure will be informed 
by further environmental assessments and a review of any risks to safety and existing park 
users. The management of erosion and sedimentation risks will be addressed through 
best-practice design and ongoing maintenance of new infrastructure. 

A key component of the project is compliance to address unauthorised track construction. 
Council has recently implemented a comprehensive compliance program in Whites Hill 
Reserve and Toohey Forest and it is proposed that this will be rolled out to other natural areas 
to address unlawful behaviours. It is also expected that the establishment of low-impact, 
authorised off-road facilities will reduce the demand for unauthorised track construction. 

Council has undertaken comprehensive community engagement on the project. In 2019, 
Council engaged with key stakeholder groups and the broader community about their ideas for 
future off-road cycling opportunities across the city. This information was used to develop 
possible locations for off-road cycling infrastructure in parks and natural areas, which was 
released to the community for feedback between December 2020 and February 2021. On both 
occasions, Council received a large amount of information and feedback. 

Community feedback is currently being used by the project team to guide the development of 
a final report and the next priorities for the project. 

It is recommended that the draft response, as set out in Attachment A, be sent to the head 
petitioner. 

9. FUNDING 

Council has allocated $500,000 for the delivery of off-road cycling projects in the 2021-22 
budget under Program 3 — Clean, Green and Sustainable City. 

10. CONSULTATION 

As this is a citywide matter, Councillor Tracy Davis, Civic Cabinet Chair of the Environment, 
Parks and Sustainability Committee, has been consulted and supports the recommendation. 

11. CUSTOMER IMPACT 

The submission will respond to the petitioners' concerns. 
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12. OPTIONS  

Option 1 — Approve the recommendation 

Option 2 — Do not approve the recommendation 

(Option 1 is the preferred option) 

NB: If the officer's recommendation is not followed, then the reasons for departure from 
that recommendation should be recorded here. 
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Attachment A 
Draft Response 

Petition Reference:  CA21/774604 

Thank you for your petition requesting Council withdraw the Draft Off-Road Cycling Strategy for 
revision, including consideration of wider stakeholder involvement, and improve and adequately 
resource the enforcement of illegal off-road tracks. 

Council has commenced the Brisbane Off-Road Cycling project (the project) to plan for off-road 
cycling opportunities and facilities within parks and natural areas. 

The protection of the natural environment is a key priority for the project. Council has comprehensive 
information on the biodiversity values of parks and natural areas, and this continues to inform the 
project. Proposed new off-road cycling infrastructure will be informed by further environmental 
assessments and a review of any risks to safety and existing park users. The management of erosion and 
sedimentation risks will be addressed through best-practice design and ongoing maintenance of new 
infrastructure. 

A key component of the project is compliance to address unauthorised track construction. Council has 
recently implemented a comprehensive compliance program in Whites Hill Reserve and Toohey Forest 
and it is proposed that this will be rolled out to other natural areas to address unlawful behaviours. It is 
also expected that the establishment of low-impact, authorised off-road facilities will reduce the demand 
for unauthorised track construction. 

Please note that Council does not intend to withdraw the draft Brisbane Off-Road Cycling Strategy. 

Council has undertaken comprehensive community engagement on the project. In 2019, Council 
engaged with key stakeholder groups and the broader community about their ideas for future off-road 
cycling opportunities across the city. This information was used to develop possible locations for 
off-road cycling infrastructure in parks and natural areas, which was released to the community for 
feedback between December 2020 and February 2021. On both occasions, Council received a large 
amount of information and feedback. 

Community feedback is currently being used by the project team to guide the development of a final 
report and find a balance with competing interests. Further information will be shared with the 
community later in the year. 

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Susan Dymock, Senior Program 
Officer Bushland Acquisition, Biodiversity and Conservation Planning, Parks and Natural Resources, 
Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, on (07) 3403 9149. 

Thank you for raising this matter. 
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