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1.

Introduction

1.1

Background

City Plan Heritage has been engaged by Altis Property Partners to assess the Historical
(Non-Indigenous) heritage significance of the Mamre West Precinct located in Orchard
Hills, NSW. Planning Studies are currently underway to facilitate precinct level approvals
required to amend the State Environmental Planning Policy (Western Sydney Employment
Area) and assess the potential for the rezoning of the land at 585-649 Mamre Road from
RU2 Rural Landscape to IN1 General Industrial. This heritage assessment forms part of the
precinct planning stage required by the Minister (Department of Planning & Environment) to
determine the Historical (Non-Aboriginal) Heritage on areas of significance within the
Mamre West Precinct.

1.2

Site Location

They study area is located on the western side of Mamre Road, Orchard Hills. The site
consists of cleared semi-rural properties bounded by South Creek to the west, Mamre Road
to the east, a Sydney Water Pipeline to the south and an unnamed creek line to the north.
A portion of the study area from 585-649 Mamre Road has potential to be rezoned from
RU2 Rural Landscape to IN1 General Industrial, this portion is highlighted in yellow in
Figure 1 below.
The site covers an area of approximately 2km2 with Mandalong Close, a residential cul-desac, bisecting the site to the north and the Mandalong Stud entry driveway to the south.
The study area covers allotments;
 Lots 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216
of Deposited Plan (DP) 1013539
 Lot 90 of DP 752041
 Lot 1 of DP 1117416, and
 Lots 2171 & 2172 of DP 1153845

Figure 1: Map showing the location of the study area and the proposed area for land rezoning
(Source: Six Maps 2015)
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Figure 2: Aerial view of the study area and the proposed area for rezoned land area highlighted in
yellow (SixMaps 2015)

1.3

Methodology

This Heritage Assessment has been prepared in accordance with the NSW Heritage
Manual ‘Assessing Heritage Significance’ guidelines. The philosophy and process adopted
is that guided by the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 2013.

1.4

Author Identification & Acknowledgements

The following report has been prepared by Anna McLaurin (Graduate Heritage Consultant)
in association with Kerime Danis (Director - Heritage) who has also reviewed and endorsed
its content. Unless otherwise stated, all photographs are taken by the City Plan Heritage
during the site inspection undertaken on 21 August 2015.
The authors wish to thank the owners of the property for the provision of access to their
properties on the site.

1.5

Limitations

Whilst property owners provided access to their properties, no interior photographs of
houses were taken. This was not considered necessary as all houses were contemporary
constructions.
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2.

Site Description

The study area consists of three distinct zones, those being; the residential zone along
Mandalong Close, Mandalong Stud and the surrounding bushland and agricultural areas.
The site contains fourteen (14) residential houses, eleven (11) of which are situated along
Mandalong Close. Almost all houses on the site are single storey with two of the houses,
one along Mandalong Close and one in Mandalong Stud, being double storey homes. All
houses have large floor plates with substantial gardens. Mandalong close is an asphalted
residential cul-de-sac with significant drainage channels on either side of the road. Two
new buildings, one a residential home and the other a child care centre, have been
constructed on close to Mamre Road, near Erskine Park industrial area. Part of the land
around Mandalong Close has not been developed for residential purposes, the land is still
used for grazing, with a small herd of cows agisted on the site.
The topography of the site is mostly level with some undulations from man-made dams,
check banks and water channels. Other surface undulation, particularly in towards the
middle of the site is the result of a small overland flow path, moving from Mamre Road on
the lower eastern boundary, close to Mandalong Stud and draining into South Creek in the
middle of the site's western boundary.
The northern and western boundary is defined by South Creek. South Creek runs from
Kemps Creek in the south joining the Hawkesbury River near Windsor. A layer of
established native vegetation surrounds the creek; it becomes particularly dense on the
northern boundary, including a small forested area, owned by Lot 206 of DP 1013539.
As the study area is large, only certain sections, that give an overall indication of the site's
description, will be shown in photographs. The map below identifies the three distinct zones
whilst Figure 4 identifies photograph locations for cross referencing.

MAMRE WEST PRECINCT ZONES
RESIDENTIAL ZONE
MANDALONG STUD
AGRICULTURAL LAND/BUSHLAND
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Figure 3: A site map showing the location of site description photos taken. (Source: SixMaps 2015)

Location

1

Photograph
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Comments

Location



Image 1 of 43-51 Mandalong Close, this house was most likely constructed
in the early 2000's or late 1990'. All of the houses along Mandalong Close
are constructed during this period as they express painted, rendered or
exposed triple fronted brick veneer facades with hipped or gabled tiled or
corrugated iron roofs. This style is particularly prevalent in Australian
suburban architecture as it is mostly propagated by developers due to its
easy construction style and cost-effective materials. The houses along
Mandalong Close all have exceptionally large floor plates with surrounding
manicured gardens.



The second image taken from the same location shows the Mandalong
Close roadway. The cul-de-sac has no concrete guttering and features
large drainage channels on either side of the road. Each driveway to the
residential homes acts as a bridge across the drainage channels.



The northern and southern boundaries of the site are separated by a post
and barbed wire fence that separates the cleared agricultural ground from

2

Photograph

Comments
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the forested area surrounding South Creek. The cleared agricultural land is
primarily covered with a short non-native grass species used as silage to
feed cattle agisted on the land. The forested area surrounding South Creek
is mostly native Eucalypt Trees, with young Box Gum and invasive
blackberry creepers.

Location

3

Photograph

Comments

Location



The area directly surrounding the residential houses has been laser graded
and has virtually no undulation. The area is covered with mown Buffalo
Grass with few mature trees or bushes in the vicinity. Properties on the
southern side of Mandalong Close have views south towards the nearby
Mandalong Stud.



Image four shows the edge of the heavily forested area that abuts Lot 206

4

Photograph

Comments
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of DP 1013539, this area is dominated by established Eucalyptus trees.
Much of the undergrowth in this area has been cleared to make way for a
motorbike or 4WD track. To the left of this image large amounts of industrial
equipment from Lot 206 can be observed, it appears the rear shed in this
property is used for industrial purposes. Further to the west Lot 207 of DP
1013539 uses the rear section of the property, near South Creek, for a truck
business, a small site office also exists in the rear.

Location

5

Photograph

Comments



Mandalong Stud farm is a complex of buildings situated to the south of
Mandalong Close. The farm was established in the early 1960's and
features distinctive Spanish Missionary style detailing, red tiled roof,
rounded arches with white walls. As the stud is a working farm the site is
interspersed with agricultural equipment and silos. The main driveway to the
site is highly manicured with evenly spaced olive trees.
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Location

6

Photograph

Comments

Location



The pastoral areas surrounding Mandalong Stud has been cleared but the
underlying landform remains largely unaltered with several small streams
eroding the landscape.



Old McDonald Child Care Centre is a 90 child placement centre for children
0-6 years. The child care centre is newly built, featuring a large outdoor play
area for children attending the centre. The child care centre, like many of
the residential developments along Mandalong Close, is constructed on one
storey with an extremely large floor plate. The site is located close to
Mamre Road and faces the Erskine Park Industrial Development.

7

Photograph/s

Comments
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Location

8

Photograph

Comments



The landscape surrounding Mandalong Stud has very few trees with views
across the site towards Erskine Park. There is substantially more ground
cover in this area as compared to the open space closer to Mandalong
Close. It appears the landscape here has been irrigated to produce more
grass to feed cattle at the stud.
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3.

Context

The study area is located in the suburb of Orchard Hills, approximately 40km west of the
Sydney Central Business District (CBD). Orchard Hills is situated between suburbs St Clair
and Glenmore Park. The area consists of semi-rural properties and detached dwellings on
large allotments with some commercial and business establishments.
Mamre Road, the road signifying the eastern boundary of the site is a busy thoroughfare
connecting many of the surrounding suburbs such as Mt Vernon, Erskine Park, St Clair, St
Marys and Kemps Creek from the M4 Freeway.
The southern boundary of the site is defined by the Sydney Water Pipeline; this pipeline is
a restricted area as connecting the water supply from the Warragamba Dam to the
Prospect Nature Reserve Reservoir. The western boundary of the site is defined South
Creek, this creek has a tree lined buffer zone and is subject to flooding. The northern
boundary of the site is partially bound by a small offshoot Southern Creek, this is tree lined
and also bound by a wire fence.
The study area is not located in a conservation area or listed as a heritage item under
Schedule 5 of the Penrith Local Environment Plan (LEP) 2010, however, it is in close
proximity to a number of heritage items of local significance. The closest items include:
 Canine Council Dwelling, 391 - 395 Mamre Road, Orchard Hills (I846)
 Leeholme Horse Stud Rotunda, 391 - 395 Mamre Road, Orchard Hills (I232)
 Memorial Cairn, Luddenham Road, Orchard Hills (I230)
 Mamre, 181 - 275 Mamre Road, (LEP No. 228, State Heritage No. 00264)

Figure 4: Heritage Map 020 from the Penrith LEP 2010. The study area is outlined in red.
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The following images provide an overview of the site's context:

Figure 6: The entrance to Mandalong Close facing Figure 7: The western boundary of the site with an
Mamre Road
artificial embankment

Figure 8: The northern boundary of the site bound Figure 9: An example of the undergrowth and
forested area to the north and western boundaries
close to the northern offshoot of south creek

Figure 10: The Sydney Water Pipeline travelling Figure 11: The Sydney Water Pipeline is the
under Mamre Road towards Prospect Reservoir
southern site boundary. This is a restricted area.

Figure 12: Mamre Road, a busy thoroughfare is the Figure 13: Erskine Park Industrial Estate sits
western boundary of the site
opposite the site on Mamre Road.
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3.1

Condition and Integrity

The overall condition and integrity of the site as a historic agricultural landscape is
considered to be low. Only a portion of the landscape, around Mandalong Stud, is being
used for agricultural purposes to breed cattle. The rest of the site has been subdivided and
developed for residential and commercial purposes. Originally, during the colonial period,
the site would have been cleared for only agricultural purposes with a large homestead on
the site. A site survey has indicated there are neither remains of a former homestead on the
site nor any indication of historic agricultural outbuildings. Although many of the houses are
constructed on large allotments with substantial amounts of open space, the ground cover
is mostly turf with some small shrubs.
The forested buffer zone surrounding South Creek on western and northern boundaries of
the subject property still retains many established native tree species. It is hard to establish
how far the original settlers to the area would have cleared the native vegetation back
towards the creek, it is likely the extent of land clearing was similar as seen today to
maximise crop yield from the property.

4.

Historical Background

4.1

Aboriginal History

It is noted a full Aboriginal history and archaeology assessment is being undertaken by
Biosis. Therefore only a brief history sourced from the Penrith City Local History of the
Gomerrigal -Tongarra Clan is noted below;
The first inhabitants of the Sydney Basin area consisted of fourteen tribes who shared the
common Dharug Language. The peoples whom inhabited both sides of South Creek, where
the study area is situated, were known as the Gomerrigal -Tongarra Clan. The Gomerrigal Tongarra Clan lived in open camps site along creeks in simple gunyahs (bark huts). They
used red silicate rocks to make sharp flakes which were fashioned into spears as barbs.
Following the European invasion, the population was ravaged by disease and conflict,
which led to the tribes becoming increasingly dependent on the European population for
their survival. To the north of the study area on the Mamre Estate, built by Reverend
Samuel Marsden in 1804, a large camp continued to be maintained long after European
settlement in the area, often working on the estate in exchange for food. Charles Darwin,
the famous naturalist, passed through the Penrith region and noted the ‘…good humour
and superior hunting skills’ of the Gomerrigal -Tongarra people.

4.2

Brief History of Orchard Hills

Most of the land where Orchard Hills is currently situated was part of the estate known as
'Frogmore'. The estate was granted by Governor Lachlan King to former Governor William
Bligh's daughter, Mary Putney, on her wedding day, in 1806. 1 Mary Putney nee Bligh was
born in the Isle of Man in 1782, she immigrated with her father and husband to the Colony
of NSW to act as her father's first lady in her mother's absence.
Following the Bligh's arrival in the Colony, prior to Governor Bligh replacing Governor King,
King granted the Bligh's four land grants, one of those being the 600acre Frogmore farm.
During their period of ownership, Bligh employed convicts and sourced cattle fed from
government stores, clearly exploiting Bligh's position as Governor and the land for grazing.
As Mary's duty was to act as her father's hostess at Government House, she did not
occupy the estate at Frogmore. The estate was managed for by emancipist Andrew

1

Penrith Local History 'Suburb Profile of Orchard Hills' http://penrithhistory.com/orchard-hills/ Retrieved 28/08/15
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Thompson some years by Major George Druitt (after who Mt Druitt is named after) following
Mary and her husband's departure from Sydney. 2
In the years following Mary and her husband's departure, the Great Western Highway, the
main access road from Sydney to Bathurst was established through the estate. The busy
road lead to small squatter settlements being established by the roadside, and the
subsequent establishment of villages like St Marys. The name for the Orchard Hills was
named in reference to the large orchard farms that populated the area during the early 20th
century.
The location of the study area, between early colonial settlements of Penrith and
Parramatta, meant the site was one of the first places in the colony to be used for large
scale agricultural purposes to feed the growing colony. The colony experienced many years
of uncertain food security, as many droughts, floods and poor soil had decimated crops.
With the success of the early land grants like James Erskine's 3000acre Erskine Park
meant the Australian agricultural industry was able to flourish, helping Australia to develop
its own economy and identity as a new nation.

Figure 14: The residence of John McArthur Esqre near Parramatta, New South Wales, in a similar
setting to Mary Putney's 600acre 'Frogmore' land grant. (Source: An engraving from J. Lycett, Views
in Australia: or New South Wales & Van Diemen’s Land (J. Souter, London,1824–25) National
Library of Australia, Canberra)

4.3

Early Ownership and Subdivision

The study area was originally a part of James Erskine's 3000 acre (121.4 hectares) Eskine
Park, Henry Bayley's 360 acre allotment and James Scott's 360 acre allotment, all
bordering Gregory Blaxland's 2000 acre estate. 3 James Erskine, was a soldier and
lieutenant-governor, originally from Queen's County, Ireland. During his time in the armed
forces, Erskine served in India during 1780s and the West Indies in the 1790s, where he

2

Australian Dictionary of Biography 'James Erskine (1765-1825)' http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/erskine-james2028 Retrieved 28/08/15
3
Ibid
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was inaugural San Domingo Campaign, to capture the French colony as part of the ongoing
series of military contests from the Napoleonic Wars. In 1817 he arrived in Sydney with his
family and regiment aboard the Matilda. 4
Soon after his arrival, Erskine was appointed a Lieutenant-Governor under Governor
Lachlan Macquarie, acting as magistrate between prominent colonial figures LieutenantColonel George Molle and D'arcy Wentworth in alleged libel dispute. 5 Almost immediately
after his appointment in 1818 he was granted the 3000acre estate (where the study area is
currently located) near the convict settlement of Penrith. 6 Erskine helped to found the NSW
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge among the Aboriginal people and also acted as
patron for the Benevolent Society. In 1825 he left Sydney for India to rejoin his regiment,
unfortunately dying of cholera soon after arrival.
Lower portions of the lot, where Mandalong Stud is currently situated, were occupied by
two 360 acre allotments owned by Henry Bayly to the north and James Scott to the south.
Both Bayley and Scott were granted their allotments between 1822-1836 around the time
other large land grants to, such as those to the King family as ratified by Governor Bligh,
were taking place. Little is known about the two early settlers, it is likely they were either
free settlers or part of the New South Wales Corps. An allotment to the east of Henry
Bayly's 360 acres was owned by Nicholas Bayly, who was most likely a relative of Henry
Bayly(most likely his son). Nicholas Bayly acted as secretary to the 'self styled' lieutenantgovernor Major Johnson, after the overthrow of Governor Bligh. As secretary Bayly was
deeply involved with the correspondence of Governor Bligh and was deeply involved with
the general maladministration of the regime. Bayly was superseded by John Macarthur
when he was appointed 'Secretary of the Colony', a new position given by Johnstone to
legitimise his alliance with Macarthur. 7

4.4

Early 20th Century Ownership

The Erskine Park Estate was partially subdivided with some of the land where the study
area now lay part of H.C. Hoyer's 'Lenore' estate, used as a dairy farm. The estate was
described as 'picturesque' in the newspapers. The newspapers indicate the homestead was
located in the small portion of Hoyer's Estate, outside the current boundaries of the study
area, may have been part of the original Erksine Park Homestead (see Figure 16). Mr
Broderick, purchased the land and homestead after H. C Hoyer, it is unclear for what
agricultural purpose he used the land for. The homestead was located on high ground, out
of reach of floodwaters from South Creek. Unfortunately the homestead, along with a slab
and bark workers cottage was demolished in the early 1980's when a quarry was
excavated on the high ground (see Figure 14).
A parish map dating from the late 1930's indicates the Erskine Park Public school was
situated on the south eastern corner of the site near the intersection of Mamre Road and
Erskine Park Road (see Figure 17). Historical research indicates the former church school
was constructed c.1901, between 1947 and 1965 three additional buildings were added to
the school complex (see Figure 20 indicating location of the former school buildings). The
original school building was constructed from weatherboard and measuring 80x16ft (24 x
5m) (the only existing photograph of the church school indicates the building was smaller
than indicated by the Neapean Times) by local St Marys builder Mr J. Sainsbury. A
description of the church school indicates a small stage was constructed inside and the
weatherboard was not painted. The land was given to the church school by land owner Mr
Broderick, owner of the Lenore Estate. Approximately twenty-seven students began to
attend the school after its opening with numbers soon increased to over forty six months
after opening. 8

4

Penrith Local History 'Suburb Profile of Erskine Park' http://penrithhistory.com/suburb-profiles/erskine-park/
Retrieved 28/08/15
5
Australian Dictionary of Biography 'James Erskine (1765-1825)
6
Ibid
7
NSW State Records
8
Erskine Park. (1901, June 8). Nepean Times (Penrith, NSW : 1882 - 1962), p. 7. Retrieved September 15, 2015,
from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article101353882
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There are no remaining structures of the school on site, however, the fenced area
(contemporary fencing) is located where the buildings were situated. The school was
demolished between 1965 and 1986, around this period the Erskine Park Quarry was
established, this is a possible reason for school closure. 9

4.5

Mandalong Stud and Erskine Park Development

In the 1960's Rick Pisaturo purchased 120acres of property (larger than the Lenore
allotment) and called it Mandalong Park. 10 Pisaturo, joined the Italian Army in 1939 at aged
17, he was captured by the allied forces at Benghazi during WWII and was sent to Australia
as a POW to work in a concentration camp. 11 During this period he worked on a cattle
breeding farm in Sutton Park. At the end of WWII Pisaturo was sent back to Italy, however,
he soon returned to Australia to pursue his dream of becoming a cattle breeder. After many
years of working in Sydney as a real estate developer, Pisaturo brought the 300acre estate
on Mamre Road and began to breed world class cattle. A new breed of cattle the
'Mandalong Special' along with the 'Tropicana' and 'Square Meaters' were developed at the
stud, this was officially recognised as breed by the Royal Agricultural Society in 1981. The
Mandalong Stud continues to operate today with buyers and bull semen exported
worldwide, Pisaturo received an OAM for his contribution to the Australia Beef Industry. 12
The northern portion of Pisaturo's Mandalong stud was subdivided into residential
allotments where Mandalong Close is currently situated. The large scale residential and
industrial development of Erskine Park and St Clair started to occur around the late 1980's
and early 1990s. To accommodate the new population in the area Mamre Road was
widened, new intersections to the nearby Erskine Park Industrial Estate were also
introduced.

Figure 15: An undated early parish map of the study area, most likely from the early 1820's shows the
extent of James Erskine 'Erskine's Park' estate, the location of the former homestead is outlined in
red. It is unknown whether Henry Bayly or James Scott's allotment had a homestead on the site, it is
likely these allotments were used for grazing purposes only and their houses were located closer to
settlements such as Penrith. (Source: Land and Property Information 2015)

9

James Erskine Public School http://www.jameserski-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/our-school Retrieved 28/08/15
Penrith Local History 'Suburb Profile of Erskine Park
11
Rick Pisaturo 'The Story' http://www.rickpisaturo.com.au/the-story/ Retrieved 28/08/15
12
Ibid
10
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Figure 16: A pastoral map showing the extent of the Erskine Park estate. This map is not oriented
north to south, the location of the study area is highlighted in yellow. The location of the Erskine Park
Homestead is outlined in red. This homestead was most likely demolished during the early 1980's
when the St Clair (later Erskine Park) suburban and industrial development began.
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Figure 17: The land once belonging to James Erskine was subdivided and sold to dairy farmer H.C
Hoyer, the portion of land not in the study area outlined in green, is most likely where H.C Hoyer's
bark and slab hut was once located, see Figure 18. This early undated parish map, most likely from
the late 19th century or early 20th century also shows the first indication of the Erskine Park Public
School (outlined in blue) see Figure 19. The school has since been demolished at an unknown date.
(Source: Land and Property Information 2015)

Figure 18: A four room slab cottage originally located on Lenore Lane (now were a large distribution
centre is situated) was once part of H.C Hoyer's dairy farm. It is possible this house was used as the
Erskine Park Homestead, however, due to its modest size and construction it was most likely a
worker's cottage, overtaken by H.C Hoyer when he purchased a section of the Erskine Park Estate.
(Source: Penrith City Library, General Photographic Collection, Photo No. SM36)
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Figure 19: The Erskine Park Public school constructed in 1901 close to the corner of Mamre Road
and Erskine Park Road. (Source: Penrith City Library, General Photographic Collection, Photo No.
2995)

1901 Erskine Park Public School Original Building
1965 - 1986 Constructed Erskine Park Public School Buildings
1980's Mamre Road widening

Figure 20: An aerial photograph of the site showing the location of the former school building and their
development periods. Outlined in red is the location of the former allotment of the former Erskine Park
Public School. The widening of Mamre Road, shaded in red, indicates a majority of remaining
evidence of the school building closest to the road may have been removed in this process. (Source:
SixMaps 2015 & Land and Property Information Arial Maps)
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Figure 21: The present day location of the former Erskine Park Public School, there are no obvious
remnants of the site. It is possible some remains were damaged when Mamre road was widened in
the late 1980's.

Figure 22: In 1960 Rick Pisaturo purchases the dairy farm from H.C. Lenore and establishes
Mandalong Stud. Pisaturo later purchases the land to the south of the site outlined in yellow. The
parish map indicates the Erskine Park Public School (outlined in blue) is located close to the
intersection of Mamre Road and Erskine Park Road. (Source: Land and Property Information NSW)
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Figure 23: The development of Erskine Park and neighbouring suburb St Clair shows the large scale
subdivision and redevelopment of former agricultural land. (Source: Penrith City Library, General
Photographic Collection, Photo No. 3210)

5.

Comparative Analysis

5.1

Early Agricultural Sites as Cultural Landscapes

The early agricultural settlement in Australia can be defined as a cultural landscape. A
cultural landscape can include homesteads and farmlands, as well as remnant native
vegetation, Aboriginal sites and places, wetlands, early settlements, disused cemeteries,
defunct industrial complexes and so on. 13 The Australian Heritage Commission 2001
defined as cultural landscape as; 14
“Cultural landscape is applied to areas of landscape including landscapes where
natural features have special meanings to people such as traditional Aboriginal
Australian landscapes, to highly modified or developed landscapes. That land may
have continuing use or may be a collection of extant remains"
In NSW cultural landscapes are valued for different reasons, whether they be, natural,
economic, spiritual, leisure or intrinsic on a local, state, national or international level. Often
the value cultural landscapes can be overlooked because of their numerous components
that contribute to their value. Cultural landscapes can be categorised into three areas,
designed, evolved and associative. The below table identifies the approach to these
categories identified by the Australia ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments and
Sites) with the Australian Heritage Commissions and World Heritage. 15

13

NSW Heritage Office, Cultural Landscape Charette. P 2
Ibid
15
Australia ICOMOS 'Understanding Cultural Landscapes' Pp 1-2
14
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Designed

Clearly designed landscape designed and created intentionally by man. This
embraces garden and parkland landscapes constructed for aesthetic reasons,
which are often (but not always) associated with religious or other monumental
buildings and ensembles.

Evolved

This results from an initial social, economic, administrative, and/or religious
imperative and has developed its present form by association with and in response
to its natural environment. Such landscapes reflect that process of evolution in their
form and component features. They fall into two sub-categories:
- A relict (or fossil) landscape is one in which an evolutionary process ended at
some time in the past, either abruptly or over a period. Its significant distinguishing
features are, however, still visible in material form.
- Continuing landscape is one which retains an active social role in contemporary
society closely associated with the traditional way of life, and in which the
evolutionary process is still in progress. At the same time it exhibits significant
material evidence of its evolution over time

Associative

The inclusion of such landscapes on the World Heritage List is justifiable by virtue
of the powerful religious, artistic or cultural associations of the natural element
rather than material cultural evidence, which may be insignificant or even absent

The study area has many different layers of associative and designed value within the site's
development, all of which contribute to its value as cultural landscape. The study area is an
amalgamation of different building types, from different development periods. Most of the
development on the site has occurred after the 1980's when St Clair and Erskine Park were
subdivided. The site, prior to the expansion of Erskine Park and neighbouring suburbs, was
used for agricultural purposes for grazing, dairy and cropping. The location of the site, inbetween early colonial settlements Penrith and Parramatta, meant the area was one of the
first large scale agricultural farming areas in Australia. Following the success of these early
farms many other land grants in the area were awarded, such as James Erskine's 3000
acre grant, and the Australian agricultural industry began to flourish.
Many of these early landscapes and their early homesteads remain intact and are listed
under local LEPs and/or under the State Heritage Register for their importance in the
establishment of early Australian farming practices. No listings on the Penrith LEP 2010
encompass a landscape without an accompanying homestead or other agriculture-related
building as it is hard to draw any meaningful conclusions about the development and
historic layers of the site, without a cornerstone object, such as a former homestead.
Over the last thirty years an unprecedented expansion urban sprawl into Sydney's outfringes has meant that many of these original farms grants, early homesteads and horse
studs have been demolished to make way for new-residential or industrial development.
Therefore particular importance should be placed on the assessment of remaining
agricultural landscapes, regardless of their designed, evolved or associative significance. It
is noted that all layers of development are considered part of a cultural landscape,
however, when assessing what is considered significant to the area, particular aspects,
whether associative, evolved or designed may take preference over less significant
elements such as contemporary subdivisions.

5.2

Current Agricultural Landscape Listing

As noted above the significant agricultural landscapes are almost always accompanied by a
homestead or other agricultural outbuilding associated with the original owners of the
property. In NSW these are most commonly associated with early colonial homesteads and
the surrounding landscape. Unfortunately it is rare to have an early agricultural landscape
listed without a homestead or other agricultural structure.
There are approximately three historic agricultural landscapes with homesteads gazetted
on the State Heritage Register within the Penrith Local Government Area. The list includes;
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 Mamre, 181 - 275 Mamre Road, (LEP No. 228, State Heritage No. 00264)
 Cox's Cottage 1012–1046 Mulgoa Road and 2–24 St Thomas Road, (LEP No. 125,
State Heritage No. 00171)
 Fairlight Homestead & Barn, 377–429 Fairlight Road (LEP No. 140, State Heritage
No. 00262)
Although the study area does demonstrate historic use of early farming in NSW, the site
does not have any indication of an earlier homestead on the study area. The original
homestead, from the same period of the above heritage listed properties was located where
the current day Erskine Park industrial area is positioned (see Figure 13).
Other sites associated with Farming and Grazing within the Penrith LGA are listed, but not
limited to the items below.
 Osborne, homestead, barn, outbuildings and plantings, 580–600 Castlereagh Road
(I6)
 Tyreel, dwelling and barn - 626–652 Castlereagh Road (I10)
 Brick farmhouse - 80 - 88 Caddens Road (I155)
 Margaret Farm house, barn and tannery site - Pages Road, Barker, Wilson and
Schleicher Streets (I226)
 Mimosa dwelling, fence and garden - 13 Pages Road (I219)
 Leeholme Horse Stud Rotunda - 391–395 Mamre Road (I232)

5.3

Analysis

The following comparative analysis of buildings and landscapes associated with early
agricultural development in the Penrith Local Government Area are outlined below. As
demonstrated in Section 5.2, agricultural landscapes listed as items of heritage significance
without the associated homestead or agricultural outbuildings, therefore the assessment of
the study area will be limited these sites.
Characteristic

Comments

Address

Mamre, 181 - 275 Mamre Road, St Marys

Construction

1822-1832

Style

Old Colonial Georgian

Use

Homestead for large working farm.

Level of
Intactness

The house is in good condition, having recently undergone renovations. There
is still large tract of agricultural land to north, south and west of the site. The
land to the east of the site has undergone heavy residential development and
no longer represents the large agricultural farmland land grants of the early
colonial settlement period.

Architect

Unknown

Comments

Good condition has large associated curtliage with the site, particularly working
agricultural landscape.
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Photo

Photo Source

NSW State Heritage Inventory

Characteristic

Comments

Address

Cox's Cottage 1012–1046 Mulgoa Road and 2–24 St Thomas Road, Mulgoa

Construction

1810-1811

Style

Old Colonial Georgian

Use

Homestead for large working farm.

Level of
Intactness

The house appears to be in excellent condition both internally and externally.
The land surrounding the site is still mostly agricultural and has not undergone
significant development.

Architect

James King (Supervisor)

Comments

Situated around 10km away from the site, this property has high levels of
integrity for the homestead and surrounding landscape. The Mulgoa area has
not been fully subject to the rapid urban sprawl of the Sydney fringe suburbs
and therefore the agricultural landscape surrounding the subject property has
not been significantly altered since settlement.
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Photo

Photo source

NSW State Heritage Inventory

Characteristic

Comments

Address

Osborne, homestead, barn, outbuildings and plantings, 580–600 Castlereagh
Road, Agnes Banks

Construction

1804 - 1815

Style

Old Colonial Georgian

Use

Homestead for large working farm.

Level of
Intactness

The house is good condition, with few new outbuildings in the immediate
vicinity of the subject property. As the site is close to the Nepean River the
forested landscape to the rear of the site is relatively in-tact

Architect

Unknown

Comments

The landscape surrounding this site is most similar to the study area, as it
backs onto a forested area with a watercourse. It appears there has been
some subdivision around the site, for the development of a turf farm.
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Photo

Photo Source

NSW State Heritage Inventory

Characteristic

Comments

Address

Margaret Farm house, barn and tannery site - Pages Road, Barker, Wilson and
Schleicher Streets, St Marys

Construction

1860-1870

Style

Victorian Cottage Ornee

Use

Residential home and former Tannery

Level of
Intactness

The house is in good condition, it appears the roof has been replaced. The
area surrounding the property has been heavily subdivided and developed.
The rear of the site still backs onto a creek which appears relatively
undisturbed.

Architect

Unknown

Comments

The former tannery is a later construction to some of the other houses in the
comparative analysis. Unlike some of the earlier homesteads this house was
constructed on a much smaller allotment after the area had become more
developed.

Photo
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Photo Source

State Heritage Inventory

Characteristic

Comments

Address

Leeholme Horse Stud Rotunda - 391–395 Mamre Road, Orchard Hills

Construction

c.1920

Style

-

Use

Horse Training Yard

Level of
Intactness

The rotunda is in good condition after undergoing extensive renovations in the
late 1990's. Some original elements such as the roof and floor have been
replaced. The landscape surrounding the rotunda is now being used for a
canine training centre, but is essentially still agricultural.

Architect

Unknown

Comments

The site is a good remnant example of an agricultural outbuilding. The site has
significant agricultural curtliage

Photo
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Photo Source

5.4

Land and Property Information

Discussion on comparative analysis

All properties listed above have substantial amounts of agricultural curtliage surrounding
original homestead building. Many of the listed properties are located in areas further away
from large scale residential and commercial development, and therefore have not
undergone many different subdivisions and residential developments like the Mamre West
Precinct.
Mamre, the former homestead of Samuel Marsden, located approximately 3km north of the
site, has the most similar site variables as the study area. The former homestead, now
used as a function centre, is still in excellent condition and has a substantial allotment
surrounding the property. Mamre is considered a state significant item, fulfilling all
Significance Assessment Criteria of the NSW Heritage Manual, in particular its
representativeness as major colonial homesteads with substantial acreage and association
with the settlement and development of pastoral/farming activities in the St Marys district. In
comparison, Margaret Farm house, barn and tannery site, was built in the early Victorian
era is significant for its association with the early colonial tannery industry, rather than land
it occupies, the site, historically, did not have a substantial allotment but still retains
important historic outbuildings.
Overall the study area does not display the same significant characteristics as the
abovementioned properties. The study area, although it is a remnant example of early
Australian agricultural development, does not display similar elements, such as an intact
homestead building, agricultural outbuildings, strong associative connections and large site
allotment associated with significant designed or associative cultural landscapes.
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6.

Assessment of Significance

6.1

Assessment Criteria

The following assessment of significance has been prepared in accordance with the
‘Assessing Heritage Significance’ guidelines from the NSW Heritage Manual.
(a) an item is important in the course, or pattern, of the local area’s cultural or
natural history
The study area is associated with some of the earliest agricultural settlements and early
land grants in New South Wales. A portion of the site was once part of James Erskine's
3000 acre Erskine Park estate, who was a prominent figure in Australia's early colonial
history. The Mamre West Precinct does not meet the criterion as an example of a designed,
evolved or associative cultural landscape as the site has been substantially altered in the
last thirty years. The alterations are a result of the expansion of Sydney's outer fringe
meaning much of its historic significance as remnant of an original land grant has been lost
through subdivisions and residential development.

Guidelines for Inclusion

/

Guidelines for Exclusion

/

Shows evidence of a significant
human activity



Has incidental or unsubstantiated
connections with historically important
activities or processes.



Is associated with a significant
activity or historical phase



Provides evidence of activities of
processes that are of dubious historical
importance



Maintains or shows the continuity of a
historical process or activity



Has been so altered that it can no longer
provide evidence of a particular
association



(b) an item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a person,
or group of persons, of importance in the local area’s cultural or natural
history
The subject property does have some association with early land grant holder and
prominent colonial figure James Erskine as the northern portion of the site was once part of
his Erskine Park estate. However, a vast majority of the land in the area was originally
granted to early colonial settlers, due to the site's proximity to settlements like Parramatta
and Penrith, therefore not be considered significant as many other places have the same
association with early agricultural development.
Mandalong Stud, in the southern portion of the study area, was constructed in 1960 by Rick
Pisaturo. On the site, Pisaturo developed three new species of cattle, Mandalong Special,
Square Meaters and Tropicanas, now recognised by the Royal Australian Agricultural
Society as individual breeds. However, the development of new breeds is a part of the stud
farming process. The development of new cattle breed with particular attributes allows the
quick alteration of particular characteristics of a herd for a specific purpose, such as to cater
to a particular market, increase production or remedy a problem in a current breed.
Therefore, the development of a new breed of cattle is not considered particularly
significant to the Australian Cattle Industry.
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Guidelines for Inclusion

/

Guidelines for Exclusion

Shows evidence of a significant
human occupation



Has incidental or unsubstantiated
connections with historically important
people or events



Is associated with a significant event,
person, or group of persons



Provides evidence of people or events
that are of dubious historical
importance



Has been so altered that it can no
longer provide evidence of particular
association



(c) an item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high
degree of creative or technical achievement in the local area
Most of the structures constructed on the property such as those along Mandalong Close
were constructed in the 1990's or early 2000's. All houses along Mandalong Close express
painted, rendered or exposed triple fronted brick veneer facades with hipped or gabled tiled
or corrugated iron roofs. This style is particularly prevalent in Australian suburban
architecture as it is mostly propagated by developers due to its easy construction style and
cost-effective materials. Therefore, it is not considered aesthetically significant.

Guidelines for Inclusion

/

Guidelines for Exclusion

/

Shows or is associated with, creative
or technical innovation or
achievement



Is not a major work by an important
designer or artist



Is the inspiration for a creative or
technical innovation or achievement



Has lost its design or technical
integrity



Its positive visual or sensory appeal or
landmark and scenic qualities have
been more than temporarily degraded



Has only a loose association with a
creative or technical achievement



Is aesthetically distinctive

Has landmark qualities



Exemplifies a particular taste, style or
technology



(d) an item has strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group in the local area for social, cultural or spiritual reasons.
Historical research has not indicated any strong or special associations with a particular
community or cultural group in the local area.

Guidelines for Inclusion

/

Guidelines for Exclusion

/

Is important for its associations with
an identifiable group



Is only important to the community for
amenity reasons



Is important to a community’s sense
of place



Is retained only in preference to a
proposed alternative
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(e) an item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an
understanding of the local area’s cultural or natural history
There is some potential for the site to yield information regarding the former Erskine Park
Public School c.1901 and later buildings from 1965, originally located on the western
perimeter of the site, close to the intersection of Mamre Road and Erskine Park Road.
Pictures and documentation relating to appearance of the former school have been located
during historic research. Analysis of aerial photographs from 1947 and 1965 provide the
exact location of the former school. Therefore, any discovery of archaeological remains
would not contribute to a further understanding of the local areas cultural history.
Furthermore during the 1980-90's Mamre Road was widened substantially to accommodate
increased traffic from the nearby residential development (see Figure 20), during this
development it is likely a large amount of remaining evidence of the former school was
removed.

Guidelines for Inclusion

/

Guidelines for Exclusion

/

Has the potential to yield new or
further substantial scientific and/or
archaeological information



Has little archaeological or research
potential



Is an important benchmark or
reference site or type



Only contains information that is
readily available from other resources
or archaeological sites



Provides evidence of past human
cultures that is unavailable elsewhere



The knowledge gained would be
irrelevant to research on science,
human history or culture



(f) an item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the local area’s
cultural or natural history
The property does not feature uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the area's cultural
or natural history.

Guidelines for Inclusion

/

Guidelines for Exclusion

/

Provides evidence of a defunct
custom, way of life or process



Is not rare



Demonstrates a process, custom or
other human activity that is in danger
of being lost



Is numerous but under threat



Shows unusually accurate evidence
of a significant human activity



Is the only example of its type



Shows rare evidence of a significant
human activity important to a
community
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(g) an item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class
of the local area’s
- cultural or natural places; or
- cultural or natural environments
The study area does not demonstrate any principle characteristics of the local areas
cultural or natural places or environment.
Guidelines for Inclusion

/

Guidelines for Exclusion

Is a fine example of its type



Is a poor example of its type



Does not include or has lost the range
of characteristics of a type



Does not represent well the
characteristics that make up a
significant variation of a type



Has the principal characteristics of an
important class or group of items
Has attributes typical of a particular
way of life, philosophy, custom,
significant process, design, technique
or activity



Is a significant variation to a class of
items



Is part of a group which collectively
illustrates a representative type



Is outstanding because of its setting,
condition or size



Is outstanding because of its integrity
or the esteem in which it is held



6.2

Statement of Significance

The Mamre West Precinct has some historical significance for its relation to early
agricultural land grants, to prominent early colonial figure James Erskine. The early land
grants in the fertile Cumberland Plains helped to establish the Australian agricultural
industry through the successful cultivation of grains and livestock. Many other areas in the
vicinity of the site, such as Mamre Homestead, display more intact physical evidence of
early agricultural settlement in Australia. Although the site still retains some agricultural
characteristics, the site's many subdivisions and contemporary residential developments
have reduced its significance potential as a remnant example of early Australian agricultural
practices.
The former Erskine Park Public School was originally located within the Mamre West
Precinct and therefore has some amount of archaeological potential to reveal information
relating to the original location and construction of the school.
The development of new cattle breed at Mandalong Stud by owner Rick Pisaturo is
considered of some associative heritage significance to the Australian Beef industry. A part
of the cattle farming industry is developing new breeds to enhance the efficiency of
production and the quality of the product for the end-consumer through planned genetic
change. Therefore, it is considered that Mandalong Stud's association with the
development of new breeds it not considered particularly significant to the overall heritage
of the Australian Beef Industry.

6.3

Level of Significance

The NSW Heritage Manual ‘Assessing Heritage Significance’ guidelines describe the items
or places of state significance as being significant to the people of NSW. The local
significant is described as being significant to the people of local area.
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In conclusion, Mamre West Precinct located along Mamre Road, Orchard Hills, only meets
the criteria for Historical Association significance and does not warrant listing under
Schedule 5 (Environmental heritage) of the Penrith Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2010.

Levels of Significance Table:
NSW Heritage Assessment Criteria

Level Of Significance

Criteria (a)

Historic

Local

Criteria (b)

Historic Association

N/A

Criteria (c)

Aesthetic

N/A

Criteria (d)

Social

N/A

Criteria (e)

Scientific/Archaeological

N/A

Criteria (f)

Rare

N/A

Criteria (g)

Representative

N/A

7. Conclusion and Recommendations
Whilst historical research has indicated some historic association with early land grant
holder James Erskine, the Mamre West Precinct's many subdivisions and developments
have reduced the significance of the site, negating any real connection to the original
owner. There will be no impact on nearby State listed Mamre House, as the study area is
situated beyond the curtliage of the Samuel Marsden's former homestead.
The study area also has some local historical association with the Australian Cattle Industry
through the Mandalong Stud and its development of new cattle breeds. Many cattle stud
farms in NSW develop new cattle breeds as this is part of the process in stud farming.
Genetic improvement in the traits identified as economically important for both the current
and future performance of the herd. Consequently, the development of new breeds
including the site they were developed at is not considered particularly significant to the
Australian Cattle Industry. Therefore, it is concluded no areas of European Cultural values
will be damaged, destroyed or have an adverse effect on any identified significant values if
the Mamre West Precinct (585-649 Mamre Road) is potentially rezoned to Zone IN1
General Industrial.
If the portion of land from 585-649 Mamre Road is rezoned to from RU2 Rural Landscape
to Zone IN1 General Industrial it a setback of at least 10m should also be established along
Mamre Road in order to maintain a sense of an open agricultural landscape.
Through analysis of historic aerial photographs, the site of the former Erskine Park Public
School is known. The area identifying the locations of the school and later outbuildings has
been outlined in Figure 20, therefore some Historical Archaeological potential remains on
the site. It is recommended that a formal Historical Archaeological Assessment be
undertaken as part of any future development on this site. If excavation and development
occurs on the site, and the remains of the school are found, the remains of the site should
be properly documented by a suitably qualified heritage professional before further
development can proceed. As photographs and other historic documentation relating to the
history of the former Erskine Park Public School already exist, it is considered unnecessary
any archaeological remains, if found, to be conserved on site.
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