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5 February 2018

Greener Places

Government Architect New South Wales
GPO Box 39

Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam
SUBMISSION: GREENER PLACES

Cement Concrete & Aggregates Australia (CCAA) is the peak industry body representing the heavy
construction materials industry in Australia. CCAA members operate cement manufacturing and
distribution facilities, concrete batching plants, and hard rock quarries and sand and gravel
extraction operations across NSW.

The heavy construction materials industry is vital to the nation’s building and construction sector
and underpins the development of Australia’s physical infrastructure. CCAA’s aim is to promote
policies that recognise the importance of these materials to Australia’s sustainable future.

CCAA has enjoyed a constructive and collaborative relationship the NSW Government Architect,
Peter Poulet and we look forward to continuing this relationship in 2018. CCAA welcomes the draft
Greener Places policy and is grateful for the opportunity to provide feedback.

CONCRETE SUPPORTS AND ENHANCES GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Concrete is often seen as forming part of “grey infrastructure”, but in reality it is a major contributor
and enabler of “green infrastructure”. Concrete is also produced locally and made up of locally
sourced materials, providing jobs and contributing to the NSW economy.

This highly versatile construction material delivers the resilience and durability required for
structures exposed to the harsh Australian environment and when coupled with good design and
construction practices, can be used to create beautiful urban landscapes built to last.

With its ability to be coloured, textured and moulded into an endless variety of features and forms,
concrete offers a superb canvas for the building of durable, functional and attractive urban
landscapes. Concrete applications in the urban landscape include footpaths, cycleways, art
installations, recreational facilities, retaining walls, water features, and numerous other structures
that complement the natural environment.

The use of concrete in green infrastructure can provide a number of benefits that support healthy
populations, reduce biodiversity loss, and improve climate change resilience:
= Concrete's high albedo means more light is reflected and less heat is absorbed, resulting in
cooler communities.
= |n concrete roads and footpaths, concrete’s high albedo also has the added benefit of lower
energy costs for night lighting comparative to darker surfaces.
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= The strength and durability of concrete means it is resistance to aggressive exterior
environments (i.e. extreme weather events) and has excellent fire resistance properties.
= Concrete structures are durable, long lasting and have very low maintenance requirements.
= Concrete has relatively low embodied energy.
= Concrete has a high thermal mass (the ability of a material to absorb and store heat)
increasing the energy efficiency of structures and buildings.
= At the end of a structure’s life, concrete can be recycled into other useful applications.

Concrete is an essential partner to green infrastructure, supporting all four principles outlined in the
draft policy paper, namely integration, connectivity, multi-functionality, and participation. CCAA
recommends that the Greener Places policy paper positively reflect concrete’s importance to green
infrastructure.

For your information | have attached CCAA’s Brochure — Concrete the Fabric of Our Urban Landscape
and supporting case studies which are available on CCAA’s website via the following link:
http://www.ccaa.com.au/iMIS _Prod/CCAA/Applications/Case Studies/Case%20Studies/CCAA/Public
Content/APPLICATIONS/Urban Landscapes/Case Studies.aspx?hkey=b563884f-83a0-4bb6-8b41-
8fd27bc11271

NEXT STEPS AND INDUSTRY CONSULTATION

CCAA would welcome the opportunity to discuss these benefits in more detail and in particular the
ways in which they can contribute the NSW government’s objectives to create a networked urban
ecosystem of green space.

We look forward to working with the office of the Government Architect New South Wales to
demonstrate the versatile nature of concrete, and the role it can play in enhancing green
infrastructure throughout NSW.

Yours sincerely

Mdba>

MONIQUE ANDREW
State Director NSW
CEMENT CONCRETE & AGGREGATES AUSTRALIA

Attached: Concrete the Fabric of Our Urban Landscape
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