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Upon review of the precinct plan a number of significant concerns are raised which we have conferred with local 

community groups and believe the plan is found to be wanting. 

In particular there are three specific points we wish to address: 

 

1.  Environmental Assessment 

It is our belief that the environmental assessment and subsequent conservation strategies are inadequate. The 

precinct plan itself seems to have been expedited and heavily weighted to desktop assessment. The plan has clearly 

been developed over years but the actual time spent in the field observing and assessing can be measured in days. 

While the Biodiversity and Riparian Corridors Assessment and the overall precinct plan gives a level of environmental 

assessment, it is clear from conversation with local environmentalists and specialists that many observations were 

missed and preservation of environmental land is focused on land that would be difficult for development (prone to 

flooding). Terrestrial fauna needs high ground and these areas create distinct flora ecosystems as well. There is also 

a need for a clear plan for migratory paths of terrestrial fauna through seasons and as climate change takes effect 

and species need to move south to maintain living in appropriate average temperatures. 

The wording within the assessment (p13) itself states: “Detailed field surveys were not conducted within the Priority 

Conservation Land (PCL)”. The assessment also states (p10) that field studies were only conducted over four days in 

August 2014 which means there was no field study during different seasons or an effort to survey under different 

weather conditions. 

The Cumberland Plain and its ecosystems need preservation and it is clear as this area is developed, significant 

infrastructure will follow of major roads, public transport, water services and utilities. What is currently understood 

as green space will shrink, be disturbed and be the subject of later developments. 

A simple question often asked is: In time of significant flood or fire, how much green space is available for fauna to 

move into? I could not answer this form the documents provided and the method of separating issues for 

assessment goes against how ecosystems need to work. 

The plan should preserve a significant section of ridge land aswell as prone flood lands. As well as planned migratory 

corridors from Marsden Park North, through the suburb of Marsden Park to the preserved Air Services site and 

Wianamatta Regional Park with a planned location for a nature overpass or underpass of Richmond Road for fauna 

only. 

2.  Riverstone Wetlands 

The man-made wetlands, referred to as the Riverstone Meatworks Ponds in the plan, sits within the urban 

development of the Marsden Park North precinct plan. Many of us locals do consider this wetland as internationally 

significant and the bird life of this site has grown over decades as the invertebrate feed stock has matured. It is 

particularly significant for migratory wading birds in wet summers when other wetlands are flooded and this site fills 

to an appropriate depth from rainfall and is not prone to upstream flooding as it is not connected to the riparian 

system. It is our belief the wetlands should be kept and. as stated in the “However, such a measure should only be 

pursued if a long term owner and management of the land is available.” 



From reading the subsequent Migratory Shorebird Assessment it reads that it is proposed for the wetland to be 

relocated as mitigation. If relocation was the only option then we would recommend that the new wetland must be 

developed including invertebrate feed for the birds BEFORE the old wetland is destroyed. The wetland must not be 

located on flood-zone land and should be separate from existing watercourses, otherwise its significant need is lost 

and the capability for intrusion from the persistent pests of Gambusia and Carp which destroy ecosystems will occur. 

Finally the local specialists who know the birds and the wetlands should be consulted to ensure appropriate design 

and development. 

3. Aboriginal Heritage 

I have been on tours of the Plumpton Ridge area and the silcrete deposits around the area. I have also had the 

opportunity to speak with the aboriginal elder Colin Gale (80+) whose family have lived in the area since before 

colonialisation and he has grown up and lived his whole life. 

There are multiple significant aboriginal locations around this precinct, but without specific details in the Aboriginal 

Heritage Assessment it is hard to understand whether these sites are being correctly protected. Within the West 

Schofields precinct plan there was need to clarify the location of a known burial site and it must be noted that the 

area covered by the Marsden Park North precinct plan was of high aboriginal activity before colonization. 

As well, subsequent to this precinct plan being approved, what happens with respect to identified sites and relics 

later found? What is the process? Whom within the local community has a say? 

In essence, the aboriginal assessment does not suggest significant, comprehensive consultation with the local 

aboriginal community rather primarily a desktop audit was completed. 

Overall, we expect there will be numerous submissions to this precinct plan and hope the government will pause, 

listen to the local community and do more in depth assessment of some significant issues before expediting the 

bulldozing and leveling of this area for urban development. 
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