
 

 

Building Form – The new ISD and the new developments on Blocks A, B and C should have a two storey 
podium with  the tower setback. 

Street Level Design and Character – There should be: 

a) direct access across all of the building facades . with the retail and offices on Street Level.  
b) These  should have glazing and doors that open directly to the street such that the street is 

activated. Each ‘ shopfront’ then generates its own individual character. This has been 
achieved at Spice Alley in Chippendale and at Barangaroo waterfront where the building 
facades create an eclectic and varied streetscape, even when closed at night.  

c)  A  response to the fine grained character of Crows Nest.  Fine-grained character  is 
successfully achieved at Barangaroo on the waterfront, where ‘shopfronts’ widths are less 
than 20m and  have direct openings to the public domain. By comparison, much of new 
development in North Sydney has the retail and offices only accessible via the building ‘front 
door’ with glazed curtain walls. These buildings contribute little in terms of character, 
particularly when the businesses are closed at night and on weekends. It results in a boring 
streetscape..  

d) Low individualised awnings to each ‘shopfront’ to assist in providing a human scale rather than 
continuous high level awning with no character and no human scale.   

Fenestration – Curtain wall glazing should be avoided at street level as this does not generate a 
streetscape with character. The new ISD and new developments on blocks A, B and C should  have a 
high degree of solid material at street level with varied glazing types. Glazing should not go full length 
to the pavement but be about 300 mm above, to respond to the character of the InterWar shops on 
Willoughby Rd.  

 

Advertising – Advertising should be limited to building name signage. No advertising signage should 
be placed on the buildings. There should be no digital displays or plasma screens as these would 
detract from the vintage character of Crows Nest. 

 

Materials – The new ISD and new developments at Block A, B and C should use materials on the street 
level and podium  that are high quality with an anticipated lifespan in excess of 50 years. They should 
use materials that are in keeping with the character of the Willoughby Rd streetscape such as face 
brickwork, rendered and painted masonry, painted timber, glazed tiles (as per Inter-War shop front) 
with steel or timber glazing frames. Material use should be varied across a façade to create fine-
grained detail. Materials should have small scale format at street level such as tile work, as opposed 
to large concrete panels. 

 

Detail design - The new ISD and new developments at Block A, B and C should use materials on the 
street level and podium  that have fine-grained detail and include artwork. Lighting should be designed 
such that the area is aesthetically pleasing at night and safe for pedestrians. 

 



Pedestrians – The development of the ISD and on Blocks A, B and C should be designed to have direct 
and easy pedestrian access to: 

a) the Hume St Park and  
b) the future pedestrian plaza from the Hume St Park  to Willoughby Rd as well as to 
c)  the southern end of Clarke St where people walk to access the shops at the higher part of 

Crows Nest towards the Woolworths Supermarket and Crows Nest Hotel . 

Access for pedestrians should be above ground. Pedestrians should be given priority and not forced 
into underground pathways. These are dangerous at night and often result in the loss of business to 
existing shops at street level whilst also given too much priority to cars. 

Parking – Parking for the new ISD and for new developments at Block A, B and C should be designed 
such that it egresses to and from laneways  and not on frontages where pedestrians  will have direct 
pathways.  

 

Autonomous vehicles – The design for the ISD should include a drop off and pick up area for the future 
use of autonomous vehicles. 


