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Department of Planning and Environment 
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GPO Box 39, 

Sydney NSW 2000. 

 

Appin East Land Owners Consortium Submission to Greater Macarthur 2040 - An Interim 

Plan for the Greater Macarthur Growth Area 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

This submission is being made on behalf of the Appin East Land Owners Consortium, a group 

of land owners within the North Eastern edge of Appin Village (fronting Appin Road) known 

as the Appin East Precinct. The Appin East Land Owners Consortium has previously made 

submissions, the most recent being in response to the Greater Macarthur – Preliminary 

Strategy and Action Plan. This document identified the “Appin East” precinct as a potential 

future residential area. 

The most recent update and proposed planning changes since the Preliminary Strategy was 

released, has raised concerns amongst consortium landholders. The Interim Plan proposes 

additional conservation requirements within the Growth Area that may affect the 

consortium land owners. 

Many of the land owners in the consortium area have over the years relinquished large 

parts of their land during the compulsory acquisition process. This process effectively put all 

land with significant environmental value along Georges River within Appin Village into 

Government ownership. More recently, any remaining privately owned parcels with 

significant vegetation or environmental value was re-zoned RE1. It is concerning that these 

same land owners are now once again faced with a similar process, but this time with their 

remaining cleared land. 

The Consortium land area is essentially cleared of vegetation and adjacent to residential 

land within Appin Village. The land in question is generally used only for Rural Residential 

purposes and is within practical walking distance to the Appin Village shopping centre (via 

pedestrian footpath). 

 

Following are the key principles that need to be considered regarding Appin East and its 

potential as a future urban release area:  

• The land is essentially cleared, near level and situated in a unique location – within 

and adjoining an existing village in the Greater Macarthur Growth Area. 



• Due to its location, the land is fully serviceable – capable of being serviced by the 

existing reticulated water and sewerage schemes. 

• The capability to utilise the new Appin Valley roundabout as a main access point and 

also utilise the future improved road infrastructure with the planned upgrades to 

Appin Road. 

• With careful planning, Appin East can maintain the existing village character whilst 

supporting the growth and economic vitality of Appin Village. 

• The opportunity to frame the extent of Appin Village with the Ousedale Creek 

Environmental Lands and proposed by-pass to the West, the proposed East/West 

environmental corridor to the Northern edge of the Village and the Georges River 

regional open space to the East.  

• Appin East has the capacity to define a positive interface between Urban / 

Residential uses and access to parkland / open space activities (Georges River). 

• The opportunity for improved public access to the Georges River regional open space 

and provide connections to existing pathways within the village of Appin. 

 

The consortium agrees that wildlife and environmental protection is a high priority. Through 

careful planning, much can be done in this location to ensure that wildlife and 

environmental protection can co-exist with urban development. Koala fencing and other 

wildlife and environmental measures can be implemented during the planning phase to 

facilitate and ensure the long-term protection of wildlife and the environment.  

The consortium understands that the land holdings required for conservation purposes will 

be finalised once the Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan is released. The Interim Plan 

notes that the “approved CPCP will inform the final development footprint”. The consortium 

of land owners understands that if their land is required for conservation purposes then 

they will be fairly compensated if it is requested that their land be acquired (under the Land 

Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act). However, the major concern for consortium 

landholders is the lack of certainty that is provided in the Interim Plan in the case that their 

land is not required for conservation. It is unacceptable to quarantine privately owned land 

(under an environmental/compatible zoning or equivalent) if it is determined in the CPCP 

that it is not required for conservation/acquisition. Especially considering that the land in 

question is cleared of vegetation, adjoining Appin Village and within a Growth Area. It is 

requested that the urban capable footprint be amended to include Appin East if it’s not 

required under the CPCP.  We expect that further opportunity to have an informed 

discussion regarding this will be made available to landholders (prior to final release), should 

this situation arise. 

The consortium of land owners appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback and hope 

that our concerns are taken seriously. We look forward to a fair outcome and one that is 

acceptable to all parties involved. 

 

Regards 

Appin East Land Owners Consortium  


