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An artist’s impression of the central 
lagoon surrounded by luxury hotel 

rooms as part of the $250m The Davidson 
by Gurner resort at Port Douglas. 

Picture: Hunt Design/Gurner Group 

Gurner’s $250m luxury resort due to start in 2025

CEO
recruiting
beginsbegins
l PARRAMATTA PARK

| Nick Dalton

ALL Cairns regional councillors 
will decide on a new chief exec-
utive officer after a short list is 
drawn up.

Councillors at Wednesday’s 
meeting appointed Mayor Amy 
Eden, her deputy Brett Olds,  Eden, her deputy Brett Olds,  
experienced councillor Cathy 
Zeiger and new councillor Mat-
thew Tickner to a recruitment thew Tickner to a recruitment 
panel for a replacement for Mica panel for a replacement for Mica 
Martin who resigned last week. 
An external consultant will also An external consultant will also 
assist the panel.
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Biggest 
battles for 

Vietnam vet 
were cancers

– not war 
Retired army major Ross Grant has fought 
cancer for 10 years and is looking forward to 
ANZAC Day next week.
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Crowning gloryCrowning gloryCrowning glory
The Gurner Group said the company worked closely 

with Douglas Shire Council over the past 18 months to 
re-imagine a new level of luxury accommodation for the 
area, with the developer engaging Port Douglas-based 
Hunt Design as lead architect to elevate the offering 
beyond the traditional to create something completely 
unique to the market on the site of Dougies Backpackers 
Resort Accommodation and the Pandanus Caravan Park.

The resort has been inspired by Europe’s best beach 
clubs, including Saint Tropez and the Greek islands, that 
centres around a distinctive blue lagoon and features bars 
and restaurants, a day spa and gymnasium facilities.

The resort will also feature a residential component, 
consisting of 44 ultra-luxury homes and town homes 
(priced between $2.5m-$10m), with seven different villa 
types and the ability to provide both short-term and per-
manent accommodation. 

Gurner Group chief executive officer Tim Gurner said 
it was “a huge opportunity for the future of Port Doug-
las”. “The incredible area is crying out for some amazing 
accommodation that highlights its natural beauty, which 
is what inspired the design of our luxury wellness expe-
rience that locals will be proud of,” he said.
CONTINUED PAGE 3

Gurner’s $250m luxury resort due to start in 2025Gurner’s $250m luxury resort due to start in 2025

assist the panel.
Acting chief executive offi-

cer Christine Posgate said the cer Christine Posgate said the 
role would be advertised within 
Queensland and across Austra-
lia to ensure “the widest pool of lia to ensure “the widest pool of 
candidates”.

She said if any applicants had She said if any applicants had 
“a close relationship” with any “a close relationship” with any 
of the panel then the council of the panel then the council 
would deal with a conflict of in-
terest during the process.

Cr Eden said Cr Tickner had Cr Eden said Cr Tickner had 
been selected for the panel as been selected for the panel as 
he was a new councillor and he was a new councillor and 
because Cr Trevor Tim was because Cr Trevor Tim was 
aligned to her election campaign aligned to her election campaign 
as a Team Eden candidate. 

A third new councillor, Cr A third new councillor, Cr 
Anna Middleton, had not been 
selected because there had to be selected because there had to be 
gender balance on the panel, Cr gender balance on the panel, Cr 
Eden said.
WATER FUNDING PAGE 3WATER FUNDING PAGE 3
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with Douglas Shire Council over the past 18 months to 
re-imagine a new level of luxury accommodation for the 
area, with the developer engaging Port Douglas-based 
Hunt Design as lead architect to elevate the offering 
beyond the traditional to create something completely 
unique to the market on the site of Dougies Backpackers 
Resort Accommodation and the Pandanus Caravan Park.

The resort has been inspired by Europe’s best beach 
clubs, including Saint Tropez and the Greek islands, that 
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ONE of the biggest developments at Port Douglas in de-
cades – the $250 million The Davidson by Gurner – has 
been given the green light with construction expected to 

The resort will bring together 112 hotel rooms across a 
three-storey building, including six “underwater” aquar-
ium rooms with a glassed wall creating an underwater 
visage into a central lagoon. 

The Gurner Group said the company worked closely 
with Douglas Shire Council over the past 18 months to 
re-imagine a new level of luxury accommodation for the 
area, with the developer engaging Port Douglas-based 
Hunt Design as lead architect to elevate the offering 
beyond the traditional to create something completely 
unique to the market on the site of Dougies Backpackers 
Resort Accommodation and the Pandanus Caravan Park.

The resort has been inspired by Europe’s best beach 
clubs, including Saint Tropez and the Greek islands, that 
centres around a distinctive blue lagoon and features bars 
and restaurants, a day spa and gymnasium facilities.
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up’
gave 

up’
gave 

l MANOORA

| Nick Dalton

VIETNAM veteran Ross Grant didn’t expect to live to 
see ANZAC Day 2024.

Last year he was diagnosed with inoperable liver can-
cer, his friends held a wake, he changed and settled his 

will, arranged his funeral and prepared to die.will, arranged his funeral and prepared to die.
Fortunately, the former officer (known affectionately Fortunately, the former officer (known affectionately Fortunately, the former officer (known affectionately 

as ‘The Major’), sought a second opinion, received lifeas ‘The Major’), sought a second opinion, received lifeas ‘The Major’), sought a second opinion, received life-
saving surgery and will attend ANZAC Day ceremonies saving surgery and will attend ANZAC Day ceremonies saving surgery and will attend ANZAC Day ceremonies 
in Cairns next Thursday. in Cairns next Thursday. 

The Manoora resident served with the Australian The Manoora resident served with the Australian The Manoora resident served with the Australian 
Army in Vietnam (Nui Dat), in Malaysia and in Papua Army in Vietnam (Nui Dat), in Malaysia and in Papua Army in Vietnam (Nui Dat), in Malaysia and in Papua 
New Guinea. 

He joined the Defence Force as a 16-year-old appren-
tice in 1961, rising to the rank of major in 1988 before tice in 1961, rising to the rank of major in 1988 before tice in 1961, rising to the rank of major in 1988 before tice in 1961, rising to the rank of major in 1988 before tice in 1961, rising to the rank of major in 1988 before tice in 1961, rising to the rank of major in 1988 before 
resigning in 1990.resigning in 1990.

But the 79-year-old’s biggest battles have been in ciBut the 79-year-old’s biggest battles have been in ciBut the 79-year-old’s biggest battles have been in ci-
vilian life where he has beaten three cancers in the past vilian life where he has beaten three cancers in the past vilian life where he has beaten three cancers in the past vilian life where he has beaten three cancers in the past vilian life where he has beaten three cancers in the past 
10 years. First, he had prostate cancer and it was fol10 years. First, he had prostate cancer and it was fol10 years. First, he had prostate cancer and it was fol-
lowed by lung cancer.lowed by lung cancer.
CONTINUED PAGE 8. ANZAC DAY – PAGES  8-9, 10CONTINUED PAGE 8. ANZAC DAY – PAGES  8-9, 10CONTINUED PAGE 8. ANZAC DAY – PAGES  8-9, 10
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ONE of the biggest developments at Port Douglas in de
cades – the $250 million The Davidson by Gurner – has 
been given the green light with construction expected to 

The resort will bring together 112 hotel rooms across a 
three-storey building, including six “underwater” aquar
ium rooms with a glassed wall creating an underwater 
visage into a central lagoon. visage into a central lagoon. visage into a central lagoon. visage into a central lagoon. 

Biggest 
battles for 

Vietnam vet 
were cancers

– not war 
Retired army major Ross Grant has fought 
cancer for 10 years and is looking forward to 
ANZAC Day next week.
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tive new solutions to protect and 

Crowning gloryCrowning glory
restore the Great Barrier Reef, 

Crowning glory
and other reefs around the world.

Crowning glory
and other reefs around the world.
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In a collective effort to address In a collective effort to address 

the challenges threatening reef the challenges threatening reef the challenges threatening reef 

Gurner’s $250m luxury resort due to start in 2025
the challenges threatening reef 
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the challenges threatening reef 
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ing online.
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ing online.

Gurner’s $250m luxury resort due to start in 2025
Great Barrier Reef Marine Great Barrier Reef Marine Great Barrier Reef Marine 

Park Authority chief executive 
officer Josh Thomas said the cur-
rent bleaching event on the Great 
Barrier Reef was, not only a so-
bering reminder of the global im-
pacts of climate change, but the 
critical importance of targeted 
management actions on a local 

ONE of the biggest developments at Port Douglas in de
management actions on a local 

ONE of the biggest developments at Port Douglas in deONE of the biggest developments at Port Douglas in delevel.ONE of the biggest developments at Port Douglas in de
“Reef protection is a collective cades – the $250 million The Davidson by Gurner – has “Reef protection is a collective cades – the $250 million The Davidson by Gurner – has effort and forums like these are cades – the $250 million The Davidson by Gurner – has effort and forums like these are cades – the $250 million The Davidson by Gurner – has 

been given the green light with construction expected to important to demonstrate how been given the green light with construction expected to 
the reef authority and partners 

been given the green light with construction expected to 
the reef authority and partners 

been given the green light with construction expected to 
are continuously adapting our 
management to contemporary The resort will bring together 112 hotel rooms across a management to contemporary The resort will bring together 112 hotel rooms across a issues, as well as informing our The resort will bring together 112 hotel rooms across a issues, as well as informing our The resort will bring together 112 hotel rooms across a 

three-storey building, including six “underwater” aquar
issues, as well as informing our 

three-storey building, including six “underwater” aquarthree-storey building, including six “underwater” aquarapproach,” he said.three-storey building, including six “underwater” aquar
AIMS chief executive officer 

three-storey building, including six “underwater” aquar
AIMS chief executive officer 

three-storey building, including six “underwater” aquar
ium rooms with a glassed wall creating an underwater AIMS chief executive officer ium rooms with a glassed wall creating an underwater ium rooms with a glassed wall creating an underwater Professor Selina Stead said the ium rooms with a glassed wall creating an underwater 

meeting was a call to arms where 
experts have come to act collabo-
ratively and share knowledge to 
improve the health of reefs.improve the health of reefs.improve the health of reefs.improve the health of reefs.improve the health of reefs.

She said reef protection meas-
ures were growing but more 
needed to be done about predator needed to be done about predator 
control, large-scale coral aqua-
culture, and larval deployment 
onto coral reefs.onto coral reefs.

45,000
READERS
Combined print and online readership

ONLINE 
24/7 WITH 

NO PAYWALL

NEWS & SPORT 
WRITTEN 

BY LOCALS 

WE WRITE WHAT 
WE WANT 

NO AGENDA

2025-2026
MEDIA KIT

Local NewsCairns

VISIT US Suite 3, Level 1, 12-14 Lake St, Cairns    |   CALL US 4031 7678
ONLINE www.cairnslocalnews.com.au  |  www.cairnslocal.com.au

VISIT US 268B Mulgrave Rd, Westcourt    |   CALL US 4031 7678
ONLINE www.cairnslocalnews.com.au  |  www.cairnslocal.com.au



WE’RE YOUR

 VOCAL
 LOCAL

EVERY DOLLAR YOU SPEND WITH US 

STAYS IN THE 
FAR NORTH 
ECONOMY

Locally owned and operated, 
we’re fiercely independent. 
Our focus is on local news for 
locals, with stories that affect 
the people in our coverage area. 
We host full up-to-the-moment 
web and social media platforms, 
keeping you informed on what is 
important in our region.

OUR READERS 

TRUST US
45,000+
LOCALS READ US
EVERY WEEK

Our commitment and 
determination to remain at 
the forefront of the industry 
is reflected in our current 
readership of over 45,000.  Our 
current projected readership 
growth for 2025-2026 is 
approximately 35% for print and 
100% for our digital platforms. 

WE REACH 

FURTHER

Pick up a copy from across 
the greater Cairns region, from 
Mossman and Port Douglas in 
the north, then south through the 
Cassowary Coast.

100+ 
LOCATIONS
ACROSS THE REGION 
EVERY FRIDAY

DISTRIBUTED TO

BETTER BANG FOR 
YOUR 
BUCK

FOR WHAT 
MATTERS MOST

LESS DOLLARS SPENT ON 
ADVERTISING MEANS MORE 
DOLLARS IN YOUR BUSINESS

Advertising opportunities are 
tailored to the client and focus 
on improved sales, greater 
brand awareness and increased 
presence both in print and online. 
Our sales team works with you to 
reach and exceed your business 
goals, be it expanding your brand 
or launching a new venture.

4 Reasons
to advertise with us



CARL PORTELLA  managing director

Carl has a passion for all things media 
and champions the importance of 
local, independent newspapers. In 
2010 Carl founded The Express on 
the Tablelands and then Cairns Local 
News in 2020. Carl ensures that the 
teams deliver local, relevant news 
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Our Team
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LISA HARRIS  production
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experience in graphic design and 
her keen attention to detail to ensure 
the paper is produced to the highest 
standard each and every week. 

p: 4031 7678  |  e: lisa@cairnslocalnews.com.au
David likes to take the time to 
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and working with them to develop 
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them in both the newspaper and 
digital platforms of the paper. He is 
incredibly proud of the marketing 
success he has achieved for his many 
clients in sales over the past 30 years.

DAVID GALEANO  sales executive
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AMELIE COURTNEY  reception / sales support
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is the first point of contact at Cairns 
Local News and Douglas Gazette. 
Her strong organizational skills and 
approachable demeanour support the 
sales and editorial teams, helping to 
ensure smooth communication and 
efficient operations.

p: 4031 7678  |  e: admin@cairnslocalnews.com.au
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Price Negotiable

Serious enquiries only to 0448 622 920

Contact the team today to receive your free proof and quote.

We’ve got good news for 
local small business es

Feature pages

Spotlight on Northern Beaches

25 – 29 Buckley St, Yorkeys Knob | 4055 7711 | ykbc.com.auJOIN AS A MEMBER AND START SAVING!

The Best Nautical Address
The Best Nautical Address

              In The North!
              In The North!

@ Trinity

See y ou a t t h
e

See y ou a t t h
e

Beac h House
Beac h House

Shop 1, 2-8 Trinity Beach Road, Trinity Beach • 07 4055 6684

•LIVE MUSIC • COLD BEERS • GREAT FOOD

 • Bookings Recommended•Dress in your Beachwear

 •No Cover Charge

Palm Cove is a luxurious location, with many world-class and award-winning 

resorts, restaurants and spas spanning the length of our picturesque 

beachfront esplanade.  If you are looking for a holiday that you will never 

forget, then Palm Cove is the perfect destination for you.

Find us at www.tourismpalmcove.com

THE IDEAL LOCAL GETAWAY
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An artist’s impression of the new $5m Ellis Beach SLSC clubhouse. Picture: Supplied

l ELLIS BEACH

| Hugh Bohane

CONSTRUCTION of a new $5 million 

clubhouse for the Ellis Beach Surf Life 

Saving Club is well underway, with com-

pletion expected by March next year.

President Hamish Jenkins said the pro-

ject had been a decade in the making, fol-

lowing an incident involving young nip-

pers crossing the Captain Cook Highway 

that prompted a central safety review.

“The process started about 10 years 

ago,” Mr Jenkins said. “We had an incident 

with some of our young nippers crossing 

the road where they had interactions with 

traffic and someone got hit. As a result, the 

board took the step to say we need to move 

across the highway,” he said.

The club has operated on the western 

side of the highway since 1957, but it has 

decided that it is no longer safe for chil-

dren to cross such a busy road. 

The club secured $1.5m in funding from 

the Queensland Government and $3.5m 

from the Australian Government to relo-

cate and rebuild on the beach side.

“The approvals to move the club came 

through in September 2024 and we should 

have it finished by March next year,” Mr 

Jenkins said.
Despite significant progress, rising con-

struction costs have left the club approxi-

mately $150,000 short of the funds needed 

to complete the new facility.

“We got pledged the money in 2019, 

so the actual budget hasn’t changed,” Mr 

Jenkins said. 
“Our requirements haven’t changed, but 

how far we can stretch the money has,” he 

said. “We’re going to start a GoFundMe 

and put together a prospectus of all the 

things we’ve had to take out because of 

budgetary constraints.”

The new clubhouse will provide safer 

access for members and nippers, elimi-

nating the need to cross the highway and 

making it easier to store and deploy life-

saving equipment.
“It’s amazing because of where it’s 

going to be – right on the water at Ellis 

Beach,” Mr Jenkins said. 

“All the gear is going to be easily ac-

cessible from the clubhouse, direct to the 

beach for kids’ training and we can run 

nippers on Sunday mornings with minimal 

or no interaction with any traffic.”

The club currently has about 300 mem-

bers and provides volunteer patrols from 

Easter through to the end of November, 

contributing more than 2500 volunteer 

hours annually.
There’s a massive amount of thanks 

that’s got to go to both the state govern-

ment and the federal government for the 

funds that have been allocated to keep our 

kids safe, fit and healthy,” he said.

$5m safer surf club underway 

After 10 years, vital service moves across busy Cook Highway to beachside 

• Health and Beauty
• Douglas Gazette
• Wining and Dining
• Northern Beaches

Winingand Dining

Where every visitfeels like a holiday.

Open daily 12pm - 8.30pmLive music every Fri & Sat121-123 Esplanade, 4870

Mediterranean vibes with a holiday state of
mind. Think – delicious food, great beverages
& sharing good times.

Scan to view
menu & book

Where every visitfeels like a holiday.
Mediterranean vibes with a holiday state of
mind. Think – delicious food, great beverages

Mediterranean vibes with a holiday state of

Mediterranean vibes with a holiday state of

Mediterranean vibes with a holiday state of

121-123 Esplanade, 4870
121-123 Esplanade, 4870
121-123 Esplanade, 4870

OPEN 7 DAYS

Port Douglas's best
Port Douglas's bestwaterfront venue
waterfront venue

Port Douglas's bestwaterfront venue
7 Ashford Ave, Port Douglas
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l CAIRNS ESPLANADE
IF you’ve seen bottles flying and shak-ers spinning, you’ve witnessed The Vine Room’s cocktail maestro Simone Pel-legrin in action.With flair, finesse and a whole lot of fun, Simone brings customers’ drinks to life in the most exciting ways. Whether it’s a classic cocktail or something totally unexpected, Simone’s got a trick (and a twist) up his sleeve. Come for the drinks, stay for the per-formance – it’s mixology with a Mediter-ranean soul and a whole lot of flair.The Vine Room is part of the Double-Tree by Hilton’s multi-million renova-tion and brings together a menu inspired by the best of southern Europe with a cocktail list that would not be out of place along the Amalfi Coast.Designed for long, sun-soaked lunches and relaxed evening dining, The Vine Room takes inspiration from the vibrant flavours and social spirit of the Mediter-ranean, paired with the best local pro-duce from Tropical North Queensland. Hilton’s 2026 Trends Report high-lights that travellers are seeking spaces that foster connection and community – something The Vine Room delivers through shared Mediterranean-inspired plates, tropical flavours and an al fresco setting. 

For example, diners can expect dishes that celebrate sharing, from lemon-rose-mary risotto with prawn crudo and wild Daintree honey to scallops served with ’nduja and fish roe.The drinks list continues the Mediter-ranean theme with a tropical twist – think refreshing spritzes alongside a carefully curated wine list featuring both Austral-ian favourites and European classics.Hotel general manager Sooraj Makhija said the restaurant’s design reflected the modern, easy-going elegance of Cairns itself. It was designed by Circa 2000 and built by Boscon Constructions over 11 months.
The job involved 250 people across architecture, engineering and trades. The Vine Room employs 35 ongoing hospi-tality jobs, including kitchen, food and beverage and maintenance.“This brand-redefining transforma-tion enhances the leisure experience at DoubleTree by Hilton Cairns — whether you’re lounging poolside or simply din-ing at The Vine Room,” Mr Makhija said.“It proves Hilton’s confidence in Cairns as a tourism destination and our commitment to creating outstanding guest experiences while accredited with Australia’s No. 1 great place to work,” he said. 

The Vine room is open daily 12pm- 8.30pm (Aperitivo hour 4pm-6pm). 

Cocktails created with flairThe Vine Room’s mixologist makes cool drinks not out of place in Italy

The Vine Room’s cocktail maestro Simone Pellegrin creates a refreshing drink. Picture: Frontrow Foto 
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NQ house of yearNQ house of year

l LAKE BARRINE

THE coveted 2025 HIA North 
Queensland home of the year has 
been won by Cairns builder Ash 
Moseley Homes for their stun-
ning luxurious Pine Ridge Re-
treat residence at Lake Barrine. 

Featuring four pavilion-style 
roofl ines linked by glass walk-
ways and a cantilevered main 
level, the home takes full advan-
tage of its hillside position, cap-
turing panoramic city views and 

glimpses of lush rainforest.
HIA North Queensland ex-

ecutive director Peter Fry said 
the home “redefi nes luxury liv-
ing through its bold design and 
meticulous craftsmanship and 
is a stunning example of scale, 
sophistication, attention to detail 
and exceptional workmanship”.

“Predominantly built on one 
level, the home cantilevers over 
the ridge with an open-plan de-
sign that seamlessly connects all 
areas, creating a sense of gran-

deur and openness,” he said.
Mr Fry said Pine Ridge Re-

treat was “a masterpiece that 
perfectly balances functionality 
and architectural ambition with 
the art of luxurious living”.

CCW Cabinet Works Cairns 
were awarded HIA North 
Queensland bathroom of the 
year for their work on Pine 
Ridge Retreat alongside Ash 
Moseley Homes. 

The luxurious bathroom pairs 
sleek design with natural tran-

quillity featuring a fl oating van-
ity and a freestanding bathtub 
near fl oor-to-ceiling windows 
off ering panoramic views.

“The projects in this year’s 
awards were of an extremely 
high calibre and demonstrate 
quality and workmanship and 
our members should be proud 
of the work they produce. The 
projects are nothing short of 
outstanding and it is a real cred-
it to the fi nalists and winners,” 
Mr Fry said.

“We are extremely proud of 
the work being produced by 
HIA members and congratulate 
all the winners and fi nalists. We 
are grateful to all our partners for 
their continued support of the 
residential building industry,” he 
said.

All major winners now pro-
gress to represent the North 
Queensland region on the na-
tional stage at the 2026 HIA 
Australian Housing Awards on 
the Gold Coast in April 2026.

Stunning home nominated for national award in 2026
The master bedroom of Pine Ridge Retreat at Lake Barrine by Ash Moseley Homes which was named HIA NQ house of the year. Insets: The clever cantilever design of the home and the 
spacious and light-fi lled living areas. Pictures: Housing Industry Association

Stupid 
bedroom
tax 
l OPINION

AUSTRALIA’S so-called “spare 
bedroom tax” proposal is not a 
bold policy, it’s bureaucratic 
overreach dressed up as reform. 

The idea that homeowners 
should be penalised for having 
an unused bedroom stinks of 
desperation and scapegoating, 
not sensible economics.

Let’s be clear: people worked 
hard, saved, sacrifi ced and paid 
off  mortgages under the promise 
of home ownership being a re-
ward for discipline and security. 

Now, because governments 
failed to plan for housing sup-
ply, the same families are being 
targeted for simply living in the 
homes they earned. That isn’t 
policy, it’s punishment.

A grandmother who keeps a 
spare room for visiting children 
should not be forced into down-
sizing because Canberra can’t 
manage zoning, approvals and 
construction pipelines. 

Nor should a single parent be 
taxed for keeping a bedroom that 
might one day be used again. 
Housing is about more than just 
square metres – it’s about life-
style, family, and freedom of 
choice.

The answer lies in building 
more homes, cutting red tape, 
and unlocking land – not raiding 
living rooms. 
-  Troy McGuane is a director of 
Palm House Property

Palm House Property’s Troy McGuane-.

SOLDSOLD

Local Directory

Concrete Work Pensioner Discount Available

Sheds, Driveways, 
Patios, Pathways and more

We dig out, form up, 
place and finish concrete

Servicing all Cairns suburbs

Phone Dave on 0408 982 830
Prompt free quotes

PLUS
free listing online 
www.cairnslocal.

com.au

$50 p/w
for 50 weeks

CAIRNS SMITHFIELD
4C Mt Milman Dve
Ph: 4038 3370

15 McCormack St
Ph: 4054 1633

OPEN 7 DAYSFOLLOW US ON SOCIALS

cococ dodo eded sasas fafa efef = cacac rara sasas fafa efef !e!ecode safe = car safe!Don't be the next car theft victim!
GET AN ENGINE IMMOBILISER INSTALLED

& ENJOY A PEACEFUL SLEEP!

GET your public notice, vacancy or wanted ad
in front of your local audience!

VISIT US 268B Mugrave Rd, Westcourt    |   CALL US 4031 7678
ONLINE www.cairnslocalnews.com.au  |  www.cairnslocal.com.au


