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Visitors enjoy the serenity and beauty of the Babinda 
Boulders, near the wettest town in Australia in 2025.  
Picture: Tourism and Events Queensland  
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Iconic Outback traveller and TV fi lmmaker Mal Leyland in the middle of 
the desert during part of his west-to-east journey across Australia. 
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TELEVISION icon Mal Leyland has returned home af-
ter completing his last Outback road trip, recreating his 
historic 1966 “wheels across the wilderness” journey, 

adventure as a success despite unexpected challenges 
along the way.

The trip, which aimed to raise funds for a planned 
museum celebrating Leyland’s life and career, took the 
group through remote parts of Australia, including the 
Gunbarrel Highway and the Simpson Desert region.

change their original travel plans.
“We weren’t able to cross the Simpson as planned 

because of fl ooding,” she said.
After reorganising the trip at short notice, the group 

arranged a helicopter fl ight over the fl ooded country.
“We were able to fl y over all the fl ooding and all the 
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l BABINDA

| David Gardiner
BABINDA is thrilled to 
have ended 2025 at the top 
of the rainfall stakes over 
Tully to take out the year’s 
‘Golden Gumboot’ title.

There was a very close 
finish in the eternal friendly 
battle for Australia’s wet-
test town, with Babinda re-
cording a whopping 5324 
millimetres total for the 
year, while Tully finished 
just under 24mm behind at 
5300mm.

It was a huge year for 
both towns.

Tully had an exception-
ally wet February, recording 
over 1340mm – a quarter 
of its entire annual rainfall 
in just 31 days. It also saw 
a big spike in late Decem-
ber: 926mm from a tropical 
low that brought heavy falls 
across the Cassowary Coast.

Babinda’s wettest month 
was March, at 1146mm.

The win means Babinda 
retains the Golden Gum-
boot, having beaten Tully 
with a convincing 5724mm 

l CAIRNS NORTH

| Nick Dalton

A $1 billion 30-year masterplan 
for Cairns Hospital has been 
unveiled by the Queensland   
Government.

Health and Ambulance 
Services Minister Tim 
Nicholls outlined details of the 
plan yesterday (Thursday 5 
February), describing it as “the 
single biggest health investment 
ever in Cairns”.

It will involve property 
acquisitions around the 
hospital which sits between the 
Esplanade and Lake St.

The masterplan – as part 
of the fully-funded ‘hospital 
rescue plan’ – lays out the 
roadmap to modernise the 
Cairns Hospital and will deliver 
easier access to health services, 

$1bn
hospital
build
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Locally owned and operated, 
we’re fiercely independent. 
Our focus is on local news for 
locals, with stories that affect 
the people in our coverage area. 
We host full up-to-the-moment 
web and social media platforms, 
keeping you informed on what is 
important in our region.

OUR READERS 

TRUST US
50,000+
LOCALS READ US
EVERY WEEK

Our commitment and 
determination to remain at 
the forefront of the industry 
is reflected in our current 
readership of over 50,000.  Our 
current projected readership 
growth for 2026-2027 is 
approximately 35% for print and 
100% for our digital platforms. 
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or launching a new venture.
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A group of dedicated and local professionals bringing local news and local views to Cairns and the far north.
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Our Team

Hugh has extensive experience 
reporting from conflict zones 
and global hotspots, as well as in 
Australia, with more than 15 years 
across television, print and digital 
media. Hugh thrives on reporting 
community-based stories that matter, 
believing that good local journalism 
can still make a difference.

HUGH BOHANE  journalist
p: 0426 710651  |  e: hugh@cairnslocalnews.com.au

NICK DALTON  editor

Nick has more than 40 years’ 
experience in media, mostly in 
newspapers in New Zealand and 
Australia. He joined the Cairns Local 
News team in 2023 as editor and 
using his extensive experience he 
continues to give a voice to the Cairns 
community.

p: 0417 378 470  |  e: nick@cairnslocalnews.com.au

Kath has over 35 years in 
communication and marketing, 
including national and international 
business management experience, 
and is also a small business owner. 
She uses that wealth of experience 
and local knowledge to work 
closely with you to develop the best 
marketing solution for your needs.

KATH MACLEAN  sales executive
p: 0448 622 920  |  e: kath@cairnslocalnews.com.au

Leesa is a passionate and creative 
professional with experience over 
25 years across multiple industries, 
including client relationships, 
product sales, and media. Her goal 
is to present businesses in their 
best light, helping them engage 
their target audience and achieve 
meaningful growth.

LEESA MCNAMARA  sales executive
p: 0403 246 178 |  e: leesa@cairnslocalnews.com.au

LISA HARRIS  production

Lisa has a background in art, 
design and training, and uses her 
experience in graphic design and 
her keen attention to detail to ensure 
Cairns Local News and The Observer 
are produced to the highest standard 
each and every week. 

p: 4031 7678  |  e: lisa@cairnslocalnews.com.au

CARL PORTELLA  managing director

Carl has a passion for all things media 
and champions the importance of 
local, independent newspapers. In 
2010 Carl founded The Express on 
the Tablelands, Cairns Local News in 
2020 and The Observer in 2025. Carl 
ensures that the teams deliver local, 
relevant news across the far north. 

p: 0408 924 312  |  e: carl@cairnslocalnews.com.au

David likes to take the time to 
understand his clients business, 
and working with them to develop 
marketing plans that really work for 
them. He is incredibly proud of the 
marketing success he has achieved 
for his many clients in sales over the 
past 30 years.

DAVID GALEANO  sales executive
p: 0425 851 231  |  e: david@cairnslocalnews.com.au

AMELIE COURTNEY  reception / sales support

Amelie, a Cairns local born and 
bred, is the first point of contact at 
Cairns Local News and The Observer. 
Her strong organizational skills and 
approachable demeanour support the 
sales and editorial teams, helping to 
ensure smooth communication and 
efficient operations.

p: 4031 7678  |  e: admin@cairnslocalnews.com.au
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