
Putting God first can be difficult. What 
can we learn from Eli, who refused to put 
God first?  

Eli was a great man. He took his duties as a high 

priest seriously. During the time of the judges, people 

came to worship God from everywhere. Eli was always 

ready to protect the tabernacle and lead people in 

worship.

Thousands came to the tabernacle every year and 

Eli was ready to help them. One day he prayed with a 

woman who was asking for a child and God answered 

their prayers. Once that child was born, his mother 

Hannah decided to put God first and bring the boy to 

serve in the tabernacle .

Eli taught Samuel everything he knew about God 

and the priestly service. Then one day, God spoke to Eli 

through the boy. You might remember the story of God 

calling Samuel three times in the middle of the night. 

What we often forget is the content of the message that 

God wanted to deliver.

Eli had been so focused on the people of Israel that he 

had not paid enough attention to his own sons. God had 

previously impressed on Eli the importance of educating 

his sons to put God first. Instead, Eli refused to discipline 

and educate them. The results were terrible.

Eli’s sons became priests who refused to put God 

first. They had no respect for the offerings brought to the 

tabernacle by faithful Israelites. In fact, the Bible says:

“This sin of the young men was very great in the 

Lord’s sight, for they were treating the Lord’s offering 

with contempt” (1 Samuel 2:17).

This is a devastating expression. Treating the Lord’s 

offerings with contempt meant they despised the 

offerings and had no respect or reverence for them. God 

didn’t take that lightly and eventually both of Eli’s sons 

were killed by the Philistines. Eli died on the same day 

when he collapsed after hearing the news about the 

capture of the Ark of the Covenant. 

Sometimes we don’t give our tithe and offerings 

the respect and reverence they deserve. They are a 

reflection of our connection and respect for our Creator. 

Eli’s sons refused to put God first. The consequences 

were terrible for him and the people around him. God’s 

love compels us to put His Kingdom first, while Eli’s 

example is a warning for us today. As the deacons 

collect the tithe and offerings, we are challenged to put 

God first.

When Eli’s sons refused 
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Dear heavenly Father, we worship You this 
morning with our tithe and offerings. We 
pray for the courage to put You first in our 
lives. In the name of Jesus, amen.
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