WEEK 16  APRIL 22, 2023

[.ocal Chureh

2 Corinthians 9:7—"Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

The one thing that stands out in this Bible verse is that it doesn't give us an option NOT to give. The Bible takes for granted
that we are going to give. The issue is how much have you decided to give? Zacchaeus gave 50% of his wealth. The poor
widow gave 100% of what she had—two copper coins. Barnabas sold a field he owned and provided for the preaching of
the gospel. The people of God have been giving for the Lord's work throughout history. God’s children don’t spend all their
income on themselves but think of sharing their wealth for the preaching of the gospel.

We find three biblical principles of giving in this passage. First, you need to decide how much you are going to give. We need
to plan in advance what we are going to give to God. Second, don't give reluctantly or under compulsion. The opposite of a
cheerful giver is a sad and ornery giver. God doesn’t want you to give because you are being pressured to give. Third, God
loves a cheerful giver. God wants you to give from the heart, willingly and cheerfully. Are you happy that you can contribute to
God’s remnant church?

Appeal/Prayer: Today, I encourage you to provide for your local church expense and give, not reluctantly but cheerfully.
Father in heaven, bless the lives of the people here today as they provide for our local church by giving cheerfully to preach
the gospel in our part of the world. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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