
Local Church
What does it mean to work? In Australia many of our states and territories celebrate labour day by taking time off from 
work. The history of Labour Day in Australia spans over a century. It is an important annual event that remembers those who 
struggled and succeeded to ensure decent and fair working conditions in Australia. During the mid to late 1800s the working 
day was long and arduous, where some employees would work up to 12 hours a day, six days a week.1 In more recent times 
our working conditions are much better, even some companies are considering moving to a 4 day work week! It’s ironic that 
we would celebrate good working conditions by taking time off from work!

Does that seem wrong, or is it actually right—in a counter-intuitive way? Is it like:

Laughing so hard that you cry;
Letting something go and then finding it returns to you on its own;
Saying, “It doesn’t matter” when it really matters a lot;
Being groggy because you’ve slept so much;
Teaching people a lesson, but they learn nothing at all;
Hiding something from people so well than that you can’t find it yourself;
Getting ahead because you helped so many get ahead of you;
Standing tall before others because you kneel before your Maker;
Giving away what you have and finding you have more than you had at the start.

Appeal: Those who think Labour Day is for working need a new perspective because it’s the holiday given for the work you’ve 
already done. When we put it in spiritual terms, it means we give to God and others because we’ve already received so much 
from both God and others. Our offering today provides the opportunity for you to do it!

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for already doing the work of our salvation. As we worship you through giving today may we be 
reminded of all you’ve already done for us. Amen.

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/australia/labour-day
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