
Annual Sacrifice

Bring Hope to Hanoi
WORLD MISSION BUDGET OFFERING (UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITIES)

Ephesians 5:1 — “Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.”

In	2018,	Jannie	Bekker,	a	South	African	Adventist,	was	sent	to	Hanoi,	the	capital	of	Vietnam,	with	two	million	dollars	and	the	
challenging	task	of	establishing	the	Adventist	Church’s	first	Urban	Centre	of	Influence	in	that	country.	The	sale	price	of	land	in	
Hanoi	normally	exceeded	3.4	million	dollars.	However,	to	Jannie’s	surprise,	someone	offered	an	excellent	plot	of	land	with	a	
new	seven-story	building	for	only	1.8	million.	The	rest	is	history.	On	May	22,	2018,	the	community	centre	opened	to	the	public.	
“God	made	Himself	present	in	the	most	miraculous	way	I	have	ever	witnessed,”	Jannie	said.	“He	gave	us	much	more	than	we	
asked	for.”

With	a	population	of	nine	million,	Hanoi	has	only	a	small	number	of	Seventh-day	Adventists.	The	Urban	Centre	of	Influence,	
named	Forward	Venture,	offers	opportunities	to	reach	more	people	for	Christ.	The	centre	has	a	library	open	to	the	community	
and	an	English	school	to	help	and	educate	children	and	help	people	develop	relationships.	There	are	also	healthy	cooking	
classes	and	even	a	running	club	that	meets	every	Sunday	morning.	The	Hanoi	Seventh-day	Adventist	Church	is	also	housed	
in	the	same	building.	The	centre’s	activities	have	allowed	for	the	development	of	solid	bonds	and	even	friendships	with	
government	officials.

“An	opportunity	arose	to	partner	with	the	Vietnam	Religious	Affairs	Committee,	and	we	are	teaching	English	to	twenty-eight	of	
its	members,”	says	Tunnel,	the	centre’s	director.	“As	we	see	people	attending	language	classes	and	then	the	church	services,	
we	know	that	God	is	at	work.	God	can	work	miracles.	So	we	look	forward	to	seeing	what	He	has	in	store	for	us.”

This	story	is	a	good	example	of	what	is	done	with	the	donations	to	the	Unusual	Opportunities	Offering	Fund,	which	allows	the	
General	Conference	to	respond	quickly	to	urgent	projects	when	they	arise.	

Appeal: A portion of the regular offerings and donations today will be automatically sent to 
the Unusual Opportunity Offering Fund to support critical needs when they arise. You may 
also give your voluntary offering directly to this fund in addition to your Promise offering 
(regular and systematic offerings) by indicating “Unusual Opportunities Offering” on the 
envelope or by visiting the website AdventistMission.org/donate, and selecting “CG Unusual 
Opportunities.
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