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PROJECT OVERVIEW
The ACT Government is expanding the Canberra Hospital to include a new emergency,
surgical and critical healthcare building at the existing hospital campus in Woden.
The development site is located at Block 1, Section 58, Garran, ACT and forms part of the
Canberra Hospital Campus, which is bound by Yamba and Hindmarsh Drives, Kitchener,
Gilmore Crescent and Palmer Streets.
The new building and supporting development will
provide excellence in patient care while developing
public spaces encouraging a feeling of community
both within and around the hospital.

View from hospital road south to the new emergency entry & link building

DESIGN STATEMENT
The key objective of the new emergency, surgical
and critical healthcare building is to provide
an exceptional public hospital with world-class
patient-focused care. As an extension to the
Canberra Hospital, this project carefully considers
its role within the overall campus, and maximises
the opportunity provided by the closure of
Hospital Road to deliver an outward looking civic
facility that embraces the broader community. It
will be open, friendly and welcoming to all and
deliver high-quality public spaces both internally
and externally.
We have holistically considered all aspects of
the project brief and focused at delivering real
benefits to the patients, visitors, staff and the
broader community as follows:

A TRANQUIL PUBLIC REALM
Along the visitor journey the project proposes a
series of smaller publicly accessible community
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This package of information is being shared to allow
you to review and understand the development of
the emergency, surgical and critical healthcare facility
during the early concept design phase of the project,
and in response to the reference design that was
developed by the ACT Government in early 2020.
We invite you to explore the information package to
learn more about the development proposal and
share your ideas and comments with us.

This package of information is a part of the project’s
pre-development application consultation package.
The information is available for public comment until
Wednesday 24 February. To join the conversation, go
to yoursay.act.gov.au/hospitalexpansion to share
your feedback on the proposed design.
The development application submission for the new
emergency, surgical and critical healthcare building
is intended to be lodged with the Environment
Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate
in March 2021.

Site Plan

Location Plan

New emergency,
surgical and critical
healthcare building

spaces - from reflective gardens, courtyards,
family rooms and roof terraces - to provide
supportive environments connected to
natural gardens.

HUGHES

A WELLBEING VILLAGE
Informing the experiential quality of patient
care, the architecture and interior design
explores the concept and scale of a wellbeing
village, to encourage conversations and
interactions between people across a day in
the life of the building.
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CONNECTION TO COUNTRY
The new building frames views to mountains,
responds to the palette of natural flora and
surrounding geological landmarks as well as
creating enjoyable landscaped courtyards within
the hospital campus.
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Waste & Services

Landscape Plan

URBAN DESIGN & LANDSCAPE
AN INTEGRATED PRECINCT
The new building is connected via a linking gallery
and arrival place to the existing Hospital as one
integrated health service. Hospital Road is changed
to provide a generous drop-off from the south for
direct access to both the general Hospital and the
new emergency department. A second new dropoff is provided in place of the existing Emergency
area accessed from the west via Yamba Drive.

A WELCOME ARRIVAL
Approached from either the north, south or west,
the generous arrival place welcomes all into the
Hospital space. Here visitors can engage in a
relaxed environment with reception staff to assist
on their journey onto specific health services.
Opportunities within this place include public art,
gardens, café and cultural events to enhance and
comfort the arrival experience.

A CONNECTED CAMPUS
The new linking structure enables visitors to
easily navigate from the arrival place to the full
range of new and existing health services across
the campus. Clinical and infrastructure links are
provided across this space on the levels above and
below respectively.

A PLAZA NORTH
The landscape is integrated with the architecture in
a seamless and celebratory way. The introduction
of planter beds, seating and green climbers blurs
the boundary between inside and out of the
new link between Building 2 and the Canberra
Hospital Expansion. The continuity of the ground
plane treatment though the link to the outside
also contributes to the feeling of one generous
space. Hospital Road North is a terraced green
space which provides visual relief from the hospital
campus with views to the local Garran Oval and
to the hills beyond. It is also a hard working urban
area which provides for both service vehicles and
pedestrian movement.

B PLAZA SOUTH

A revitalised main hospital entrance off Yamba
Drive is functional and open, with an elevated
forecourt that provides for setdown, pickup,
parking and spaces to sit, looking out of campus
to the Brindabellas. The new entry forecourt takes
vehicular and drop-off pressure from the existing
smaller area. Reduced traffic volumes sees the
opportunity for a change in pace for this entrance.
This key move creates a place where people and
pedestrian movement is prioritised. There are both
accessible parking spaces and vehicle drop-off
spaces which are located with extended canopies
which provide a covered entry into the main
building and protection from the weather when
parking and dropping off.
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Main Entry South

3

Yamba Drive Entry
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Emergency
Department Entry
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Main Entry North
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The plaza south has been envisioned as an urban
and civic space. It responds to the quantity of
people who pass through it and the intense
demands that are made of the space. The urban
scale of the arrival forecourt is integrated with
Hospital Road. It is a generous landscaped area
increasing amenity for the Canberra Hospital
campus. It builds upon the existing functions of
Building 2 and allocates space to the hospital
and emergency department drop-off as well as
integrating places to stop in the landscape. The
drop-off areas provide covered access into the new
entry and the generous spaces allow vehicles to
pass through but not dominate this area.
The traversing pathway provides a key connection
through the campus for staff and public. The
landscape design sees a generous and meandering
pathway flanked with planting and lawns to
enhance this journey and allow for spaces to stop
on the garden lawns. This garden will have ample
solar access for staff, visitors and patients to enjoy
whilst out of the clinical setting of the internal
spaces. The lush landscaped area will be a place for
reflection and relaxation.
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BUILDING FORM AND MASSING
SHADOW STUDY

BUILT FORM
The architecture is composed of three parts:
▶ podium
▶ relief
▶ village
The podium is conceived as a singular masonry
setting which is carved in response to entry,
courtyards, and garden spaces.
Set above the relief zone, a finer-scale of variable
height building forms presents a village streetscape
along Palmer Street.
This arrangement enables the building to be
appropriately scaled to the context, allowing
upper and lower components of the built form to
respond individually to the respective context and
opportunities of each.
The impact of overshadowing to adjacent
properties have been minimised with consideration
given as the built form and mass has been refined.
There is no more than two hours of shadowing on
adjacent properties on a winter solstice day.

21st June - 9am

Aerial View From East

21st June - 12pm

Street View From The Corner Of Gilmore Cr & Palmer St

Program Concept
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Aerial View From North

21st June - 3pm

MATERIALS AND FINISHES PALETTE
The architecture proposes an understated natural
palette to link the new building into the campus
and landscape setting. The new brick podium
contributes and enhances the identity and warmth
of the existing masonry campus environment.
Three significant mountains visible from the site
have informed the material colour and tone palette

for the buildings above. From the dark blue grey
Porphyry of Mount Mugga Mugga, Sandstone from
Black Mountain and the mixture of geological
terrain of the Red Hill and Davidson Hill ranges,
each is integrated into the colour palettes of the
building facades and sunshade systems.

Level 8 - RL 632.05

Level 07 - RL 627.20

Level 06 - RL 623.20

Level 05 - RL 618.70

Level 04 - RL 614.20

Level 03 - RL 609.70

Level 02 - RL 605.20

Level 01 - RL 600.20

South Elevation

FACADE DESIGN DEVELOPMENT LOCAL INSPIRATION

Level 8 - RL 632.05

Level 07 - RL 627.20

Level 06 - RL 623.20

Level 05 - RL 618.70

Red Hill & Davidson Hill

Level 04 - RL 614.20

Level 03 - RL 609.70

Level 02 - RL 605.20

Level 01 - RL 600.20

West Elevation

Mount Mugga Mugga
Level 8 - RL 632.05

Level 07 - RL 627.20

Level 06 - RL 623.20

Level 05 - RL 618.70

Level 04 - RL 614.20

Black Mountain

Level 03 - RL 609.70

UPPER LEVELS FACADE

Level 02 - RL 605.20

Level 01 - RL 600.20

North Elevation

Woden Valley Hospital Buildings

Level 8 - RL 632.05

Level 07 - RL 627.20

Level 06 - RL 623.20

Level 05 - RL 618.70

Level 04 - RL 614.20

Level 03 - RL 609.70

Level 02 - RL 605.20

ANU Medical School

PODIUM LEVEL FACADE

Level 01 - RL 600.20

East Elevation
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AN EFFICIENT HOSPITAL
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▶ A mental health short-stay unit;
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▶ A new sterilizing services department that
will service the campus and other facilities
in the ACT;

▶ Operating theatres, including hybrid
theatres and interventional
radiology suites;

▶ A shell space for future inpatient beds;

▶ Intensive care unit;

▶ Ambulance bays;

▶ A helipad;
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Telephone +61 2 8297 7200
Facsimile +61 2 8297 7299
www.bvn.com.au
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▶ Internal upgrades to the ground floor of
Building 2 and external works to create a
new arrival and drop-off area where the
current emergency department is located;
▶ Landscape works to Hospital Road to the
north and south of new link structures to
create public open spaces.
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▶ A satellite loading port servicing the
new facility; and connection to existing
facility via; logistics tunnel under Hospital
Road, ground level (level 2) link across
Hospital Road and Level 03 link providing
clinical connection;
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MH COURTYARD

STAIR 4

▶ Mental health day surgical beds;

07

3105

▶ A new medical imaging department to
service the new facility and complement
those in the existing Canberra
Hospital buildings;

▶ Surgical inpatient beds;
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COMMS

▶ An emergency department with 114
treatment bays;

▶ An acute coronary care unit with
interventional cardiac laboratories;
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

The following identifies the significant components that will make up the new facility:
▶ Entry and retail;
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AMB TRIAGE

Essential to the provision of patient care is the effective and efficient planning of all proposed health services within the facility. All critical services
within the new building have been carefully planned to ensure health services can be delivered to contemporary world-class standards and enable the
flexibility for the building to be adapted and expanded in future.
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY
FACADE RESPONSE

Facade Type A - 90% Glazing

Facade Type B - 20-25% Glazing

4 STAR WITH ASPIRATION TO
ACHIEVE 5 STAR GREEN STAR

PARADIGM SHIFT TO AN
ALL-ELECTRIC HOSPITAL

The development team has made the
commitment to increase the targeted Green
Star outcome to 5 stars, placing the building
in line with Australian Excellence performance
from a sustainability perspectivive. The
project is adopting a ‘ground-up’ approach to
sustainability which ensures that incremental
refinements, enhancements and efficiency
gains contribute to a cost-effective, sustainable
outcome across the following areas:

In line with ACT government phasing out the use
of fossil fuels and transition towards net zero
emissions, the new emergency, surgical and
critical healthcare building will be leading the
charge by becoming the country’s first major
all-electric hospital. This is made possible by use
of high efficiency heat-pump technology and a
focus on passive building design. Powering the
building entirely with green electricity will be a
world class sustainability outcome for the ACT.

▶ Management
▶ Indoor Environment Quality
▶ Energy Efficiency
▶ Water Conservation
Facade Type C - 40% Glazing

Facade Type D - 15-20% Glazing

FACADE DESIGN STUDY SEEKING TO MINIMISE SOLAR HEAT GAIN/ LOSS

▶ Materials
Through adoption of the above guiding strategies,
the project will attain at least 60 Green Star points,
attaining a 5 star Green Star outcome.

HIGH EFFICIENCY INSULATION
AND SUN SHADING
The project proposes highly efficient envelope
insulation and sun shading to effectively
reduce peak cooling and heating electrical load
demands, further reducing the environmental
impact of the building.

SOLAR STUDY

Summer North

Summer South

Winter North

Winter South

View of inside the new link to the Canberra Hospital Expansion building from the existing hospital
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DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS
TERRITORY PLAN ZONING
RESPONSE
The Canberra Hospital Campus (Block 1, Section
58, Garran) has a total site area of 147,509m2 and
is zoned as a CF – Community Facility Zone under
the Territory Plan. The suburb has a predominantly
residential character with open space areas and
community facility areas.
The site lies between Yamba Drive to the west and
Hindmarsh Drive to the south of the precinct. The
east part of the subject site is bound by Gilmore
Crescent and Kitchener Street to the north with
Palmer Street to the east.

HIGH LEVEL ASSESSMENT
AGAINST APPLICABLE CODES
▶ Community Facility Zone Development Code
GENERAL CODES
▶ Parking and Vehicular Access General Code
▶ Bicycle Parking General Code

The site is surrounded by road reserve, with all the
boundaries defined as front boundaries under the
Territory Plan.

▶ CPTED General Code

Aerial of existing site

COMMUNITY FACILITY ZONE (CFZ)
OBJECTIVES

RESPONSE

a. To facilitate social sustainability and
inclusion through providing accessible sites
for key government and non-government
facilities and services for individuals,
families, and communities.

The ACT Government is expanding the Canberra Hospital to
include a new emergency, surgical and critical healthcare
facility at the existing hospital campus in Woden.

b. To provide accessible sites for civic life and
allow community organisations to meet
the needs of the Territory’s various forms of
community.

The proposal seeks feedback on clear wayfinding
and signage.

c. To protect these social and community uses
from competition from other uses.

The proposal relates to an expansion of the existing
Canberra Hospital ensuring the ongoing use of the site for
the provision of critical health and social infrastructure.

DEVELOPMENT CODES

Block 1 is surrounded immediately by other CF –
Community Facility Zone and PRZ1 – Urban Open
Space Zones.

The proposed development is defined as a Hospital
under the Territory Plan as the use of land for the
medical care (including diagnosis, preventative
care and counselling) of inpatients, whether or
not out-patients are also provided with care or
treatment, and may include associated residential
accommodation.
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The proposed works, defined as Hospital, are
permissible within the CF – Community Facilities
Zone and would therefore be subject to the
preparation and lodgement of a Merit Track
development application.

▶ Access and Mobility General Code

While the Canberra Hospital Masterplan is being developed
concurrently with progression of the Canberra Hospital
Expansion Project, the project team is working closely
with ACT Health and the community to ensure that
the proposal is consistent with the future vision for the
campus.

▶ Community and Recreation Facilities Location
Guidelines General Code
▶ Signs General Code
▶ Waterways: Water Sensitive Urban Design
General Code

ACT Zoning Plan - Community Facility Zone

The proposal will deliver significant benefits to patients
and their families and carers through the provision of an
inclusive new facility to meet the needs of all Canberrans.

d. To enable the efficient use of land through
facilitating the co-location, and multi-use of
community facilities, generally near public
transport routes and convenience services
appropriate to the use.

Through the expansion of the Canberra Hospital, the
proposal will facilitate critical health infrastructure for
the community in a location that is well serviced through
existing public transportation routes.

e. To encourage adaptable and affordable
housing for persons in need of residential
support or care.

Not Applicable.

f. To safeguard the amenity of surrounding
residential areas against unacceptable
adverse impacts including from traffic,
parking, noise or loss of privacy.

Major Projects Canberra and their appointed Architects
(BVN) are progressing the design of the Canberra Hospital
Expansion to ensure the amenity of surrounding residential
areas is safeguarded from unacceptable adverse impacts.

g. Promote active living and active travel.

While the masterplan is being developed concurrently with
progression of the Canberra Hospital Expansion Project
(formerly SPIRE) the project team is working closely with
ACT Health to ensure that the proposal is consistent with
the future vision for the campus.

h. Provide safe pedestrian and cycling access to
community facilities to promote active living.

The proposal seeks feedback on clear wayfinding
and signage.

HOSPITAL CAMPUS IMPROVEMENTS
PRE-DA COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
We share the early concept design publicly to enable the community
to learn more about the new building and provide them with the
opportunity to share their ideas and comments.

engagement with the community before submitting for planning
approvals, commonly referred to as a development application (DA).
Following closure of the draft consultation phase, a statutory notification
period will be undertaken, following the lodgement of the formal
development application in March 2021 for the approval for the project.

The ACT Government has introduced the new pre-development
application guidelines to encourage developers to have meaningful

This package of information is in accordance with the recently
updated pre-DA community consultation guidelines. More information
about the pre-DA community consultation guidelines for prescribed
developments can be found at hospitalexpansion.act.gov.au.

Construction of the new four-storey
Building 8 has commenced. Services housed
here will include the Canberra Sexual Health
Centre, Staff Development Unit, Surgical
Training Centre and training and teaching
rooms for UC and ANU.
EN
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Building 24 is scheduled for demolition
in the first half of 2021 to make way for
construction of the new healthcare
facility to begin next year.
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Alternative accommodation
arrangements are planned for
patients and families who use
residential accommodation in
Building 5. These new
accommodation arrangements
will be in place before the
demolition of Building 5 in the
first half of 2021.
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(Project-related work to be undertaken)

Site for new healthcare facility
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HOSPITAL ROAD
15

Centenary Hospital for
Women and Children
Expansion underway and due
for completion in 2023.

Project completed in
March 2020, housing
administrative
functions and the
Emergency
Operations Centre.
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19

20
12

The refurbished library area was
completed and reopened in
September 2020. Modernisation of
teaching and training spaces for
ANU is scheduled for completion
December 2020.

Works are underway for the
refurbishment of part of Level 1,
Building 3 to provide new
facilities for the Child at Risk
Health Unit.

28

26

Work to relocate
water, fire and gas
services underground
along Hospital Road
was completed in
August to enable
Building 8
construction works
to commence.

Temporary car park: Design and
construction of a temporary carpark at the
former CIT Woden site has commenced and
is scheduled for completion in Q2 2021.
9

PROJECT TIMELINE AND YOUR SAY
PROJECT TIMELINE
AUGUST 2019

FEBRUARY 2020

Consumer Reference Group
established

Local Community Reference
Group established

DECEMBER 2020

▶ Advisory body established
to provide guidance, advice
and consumer insights on
the design, accessibility,
safety and amenity of the
project. The first meeting
was held in October 2019
with monthly meetings
ongoing.

▶ In late 2019, the Minister for
Health called for expressions
of interest from the Garran
community to join the project’s
Local Community Reference
Group. The first community
group meeting was held in
February 2020 with monthly
meetings ongoing.

▶ The pre-DA consultation
package of detailed designs for
the emergency, surgical and
critical healthcare building
is released as part of the
ten-week pre-development
application consultation
period.

Pre-DA Consultation Package

JUNE 2021
Planning
Outcomes
▶ The outcomes
for planning
consideration
will be
announced.

ONGOING MONTHLY
Reference Groups
Consultation
▶ Multiplex and Major Projects
Canberra continue to meet
regularly with user groups
and reference groups.

SEPTEMBER/NOVEMBER 2019

MARCH 2020 – PRESENT

MARCH 2021

JULY 2021

2024

Clinical user groups established

Ongoing consultation

Development Application Lodgement

▶ Engagement with clinicians and
hospital community.

▶ Clinical, consumer and community
feedback into the design development
is ongoing. Major Projects Canberra
and delivery partner Multiplex
gather feedback from all reference
groups monthly, plus from specific
design consumer focus workshops.
Consultation is also ongoing with
Canberra Health Services and the project
team receives feedback through regular
community popups and the website.

▶ The emergency, surgical and critical
healthcare building development
application is due for lodgement.

Construction
Commencement

Construction
Completion

▶ Construction
is due to
commence.

▶ Construction
is due for
competition.

Clinical Advisory Group established
▶ 10 Clinical User Groups established to
assist with detailed design inputs for
the acute services building. Clinical
Advisory Group first met in November
2019 to help contribute to overall
design and flow of the new facility.

Public Notification Period
▶ The development application for
the new healthcare facility will be
available for public comment.

HAVE YOUR SAY!
Please take some time to review the current proposed plans. Feedback gathered during this period
will help inform the formal development application for the delivery of the new emergency, surgical
and critical healthcare building.
You can get involved and join the conversation by visiting
yoursay.act.gov.au/hospitalexpansion to:
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▶ leave a comment on the draft plans for the development application
▶ take a survey
▶ register to attend an information sharing session
▶ find out details about visiting a pop-up stall
▶ send us an email at hospitalexpansion@act.gov.au
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hospitalexpansion.act.gov.au
hospitalexpansion@act.gov.au

