
CANBERRA 
NATURE PARK
DRAFT RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

SUMMARY

A vision for Canberra Nature Park
Canberra Nature Park enriches the  
lives and livelihood of a vibrant and 
healthy community, ensuring our  
natural and cultural heritage is  
valued and conserved forever.



Canberra Nature Park protects 37 nature reserves in and around urban Canberra, 
covering approximately 11,000 hectares.

The grasslands, woodlands and forests of Canberra Nature Park are rich ecosystems 
with many species of regional and national conservation significance.

Canberra Nature Park also provides an extraordinary opportunity for low-key 
recreation in a natural environment, close to residential areas.

Almost 50% of our population lives within 500 metres, and 25% within  
100 metres, of one of Canberra Nature Park’s reserves.

Canberra Nature Park



Key Values
Natural values

 » More than a third of Canberra Nature Park 
supports nationally critically endangered Yellow 
Box–Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland.

 » 10% of Canberra Nature Park is nationally critically 
endangered Natural Temperate Grassland.

 » Other important areas of vegetation include 
Snow Gum Grassy Woodland, dry, open 
eucalypt forests and many rare plants.

 » Canberra Nature Park provides valuable wildlife 
corridors, supporting the movement of wildlife 
through urban Canberra and into the broader 
region.  

Aboriginal connection to Country
 » Ngunnawal people occupied and actively 

managed the landscape of the Canberra 
region for more than 25,000 years prior to 
pastoral settlement and continue to feel a deep 
responsibility to preserve the spirit and stories 
of their ancestors, embedded throughout the 
landscape today.

 » Aboriginal heritage places of cultural and 
archaeological significance are found 
throughout Canberra Nature Park and include 
grinding groves, ochre quarries, scarred trees, 
stone artefacts and stone arrangements.

 » All Aboriginal places and objects are protected.

Historic heritage
 » ACT Heritage listed sites include the Duntroon 

Dairy on Mt Pleasant and the Old Coach Road 
and ploughlands in Mulligans Flat.

 » Canberra Nature Park protects a number of other 
early pastoral settlement sites including the 
remnants of huts, cottages, schools, ACT border 
markers and sites of old fences and quarries.

Recreation
 » Canberra Nature Park nature reserves are highly 

valued for nature appreciation and low-key 
nature-based recreation. Many people enjoy 
the reserves for walking, running, bird watching, 
wildflower appreciation, orienteering, rogaining, 
cycling and mountain biking, dog walking, horse 
riding and geocaching.

 » The ACT Government supports and encourages 
these activities as a way of promoting 
community physical and social health and 
active living but, at the same time, must 
minimise any resulting environmental impacts.

Community involvement
 » The ACT Parks and Conservation Service 

engages with an extensive range of community 
organisations, recreational user groups and 
neighbours who have an interest in Canberra 
Nature Park.

 » This includes the 30-year partnership with 
ParkCare volunteers, who make a valuable 
contribution to protecting and improving  
many reserves. 

 » The Woodlands and Wetlands Trust, established 
in 2012, plays an important role in conservation 
activities in the Mulligans Flat Sanctuary and 
Jerrabomberra Wetlands.



Long-term goals
The goals outlined in the plan are:

 » Ecosystems and species are managed, in the face of a changing climate, for long-term 
viability and are well connected across the landscape.

 » Canberra Nature Park makes a significant contribution to the liveability of the city and 
health of the community.

 » Canberra Nature Park protects and contributes to the special character of Canberra as 
Australia’s ‘city in the landscape’.

 » Traditional Custodians’ aspirations to care for Country are enabled and their  
connection to Country is enhanced, with traditional practices enriching  
contemporary management.

 » Historic heritage is protected.

 » Life-long connections between people, nature and parks are created through learning 
opportunities inspired by nature.

Your Say
The Environment, Planning and Sustainable 
Development Directorate welcomes written  
comments on the Canberra Nature Park Draft  
Reserve Management Plan. 

Public information sessions will be held in Gungahlin, 
central Canberra, Woden and Tuggeranong during 
the public comment period. 

Information is available at www.yoursay.act.gov.au

See the draft plan and  
make comments:
Online: www.yoursay.act.gov.au

Email:  epsddcomms@act.gov.au

Deliver: 16 Challis Street, Dickson

Post:    Director, Parks Planning and Policy 
Environment, Planning and Sustainable 
Development Directorate 
PO Box 158, Canberra ACT 2601

COMMENTS CAN BE MADE UNTIL COB  
MONDAY 16 DECEMBER 2019


