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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This Manual has been prepared as a supplement to the development controls contained in 
Bankstown Development Control Plan 2015 Part B11 - Tree Preservation Order. 

The manual provides information to assist the community to better manage the trees growing 
on their property. It also sets out Council requirements for applications lodged under the DCP. 
It contains information on: 

• Application requirements for tree pruning or removal; 

• The type of documentation required with an application; 

• How Council will assess your application; 

• Trees growing on a neighbouring property; 

• Management of trees on development sites; 

• Tree pruning guidelines; 

• Native wildlife and habitat trees; 

• Tree planting. 
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2.0 THE VALUE OF TREES IN BANKSTOWN 

Trees are a vital component of the urban environment of the City of Bankstown. They provide 
essential ecological, environmental, social, health, heritage and amenity values, all 
contributing to make the City of Bankstown a pleasant place to live and work.  

As well as these direct values to residents, urban trees also have equally important values in 
their own right in maintaining and enhancing biodiversity and natural ecosystems and 
processes. 

 

Figure 1: The benefits of trees in the urban environment.  
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3.0 TREE APPLICATION REQUIRMENTS 

Under Bankstown DCP 2015 Part B11, approval from Council is required to undertake certain 
defined tree works. This approval will be in the form of either a Tree Permit or Development 
Consent, depending on the location of the property and the type of tree work involved.  

The following diagram illustrates when approval is required, and what type of application 
needs to be submitted to Council.

Table 1: Tree application requirements 

 

 

 

Request to remove or prune a 
tree on private property

Is the tree exempt under DCP 
2015 Part B11?

Are the proposed works exempt 
under DCP 2015 Part B11?

Are the proposed works part of a 
Development Application?

Are the proposed works part of a 
Complying Development?

Are the proposed works on a 
heritage property or a 

biodiversity site?

None of the above

Carry out the works, no need to 
notify Council. Comply with 
Workcover code of practice

Carry out the works, no need to 
notify Council. Must comply with 

AS 4373-2007

Permit application not required. 
Trees will be assessed as part of 

the DA process

Submit Permit application with 
copies of Complying 
Development plans

Submit a Development 
Application

Submit the Permit Application

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No
 

No
 

No
 

No
 

No
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EXEMPT: Council permission is NOT REQUIRED to prune or remove trees that are: 

   
Less than 5 metres high Within 3 metres of an existing dwelling (measured from 

the centre of the trunk @ 1.4 metres above ground level 
to the outside wall of the dwelling) 

 

PROTECTED: Council permission is REQUIRED to prune or remove trees that are: 

 
 

 

More than 5 metres high More than 3 metres from an existing dwelling (measured 
from the centre of the trunk @ 1.4 metres above ground 
level to the outside wall of the dwelling) 
 
 

 

 
 
Trees within 3 metres of a 
secondary dwelling 
verandah, patio, deck, 
garage, carport or similar 
ancillary structure are NOT 
exempt. 

 

 

Figure 2: Tree location and application requirements.  
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4.0 TREE REPORTS  

4.1 General 

Council may require a tree report to be submitted by the applicant to provide additional 
information to allow a thorough assessment of the application. This is generally the case where 
the applicant considers that the tree is unsafe, or is concerned that the tree may be causing 
damage to buildings, structures or underground services.  

To ensure that the tree report is of a professional standard and suitable for the purpose, it must 
be prepared by a qualified arborist with a minimum qualification of AQF Level 5, Diploma of 
Horticulture (Arboriculture) and / or equivalent recognized experience. Depending on the 
reasons for the application, the tree report may need to be prepared in association with a 
structural engineer, licensed plumber, qualified pest controller, or other expert where relevant.  

Note that a report on alleged tree damage prepared by a structural engineer, plumber, pest 
inspector or other expert must have input from, or be accompanied by a report from, a qualified 
arborist. 

Tree reports are to be presented as a professional technical report, include relevant supporting 
documentation where necessary, provide an objective assessment, and reflect the arborist’s 
expert opinion.  

 

4.2 Reports for Tree Permit Applications 

4.2.1 Arborist Reports 

A Tree Report submitted in support of a tree permit applications must include the following 
information: 

• Name, address and contact details, ABN, qualifications and experience of the arborist 
carrying out the inspection and preparing the report; 

• The purpose of the report (the Brief) and the name, address and contact details of who 
commissioned the report; 

• Address of the property where the trees are located;  

• The owner of the property where the trees are located; 

• Consideration of all relevant planning laws, regulations and planning instruments pertaining 
to the property; 

• The date the site inspection was undertaken; 

• A plan of the site showing the location of the subject trees. The trees are to be numbered 
to correspond with the report; 

• The scope of the inspection and details of the methodology used in the assessment; 
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• Survey data for the subject trees – including, but not limited to, the scientific and common 
names; height and crown spread; DBH; approximate age of the tree; the health and 
condition of the tree; any pests, diseases or structural defects: and any other information 
relevant to the brief; 

• Results of an aerial inspection of the tree if necessary; 

• Results of a non-destructive internal inspection of any hollows, cavities or decayed sections 
if necessary; 

• Details of relevant site history and previous work activities that may have impacted on the 
tree – including previous pruning work, excavation, soil level changes, or construction 
activity; 

• Wildlife habitats, nesting hollows, shelter sites, and similar; 

• Tree hazard assessment if relevant to the scope of the report. The accepted methodology 
to be used is that of Matheny & Clark (1994) or the ISA Risk Assessment Manual (Dunster, 
Smiley, Matheny & Lilly, 2013); 

• Supporting documentation where relevant to the aim of the report; 

• Photographs of the trees for identification purposes and to illustrate issues discussed in 
the report; 

• A detailed consideration of the management options available to the applicant, e.g. building 
repairs, tree root barriers, pruning or tree removal;  

• A recommendation for the preferred management option. This will require details and 
discussion of the supporting evidence and observations relied upon to substantiate the 
conclusions reached. Note: It is not acceptable to declare a tree as unsafe, hazardous or 
similar, without the necessary supporting evidence. 

• Proposed replacement tree planting options should the recommendation of the report 
include removal of the subject tree. 

This list of requirements is not exhaustive, and other site specific details may need to be 
assessed to provide adequate information to Council to assist in the assessment process. 

4.2.2 Structural Engineers Report 

Structural engineer’s reports accompanying a tree permit application must be prepared in 
consultation with a qualified arborist, and must be able to demonstrate a direct causal link 
between the tree and the observed damage.  
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Figure 3: Damage to a brick wall of 
a dwelling. 
 
It is important to investigate to 
determine the actual cause of any 
damage to a building or structure.  
 
Damage that may initially appear to 
be due to tree root activity could also 
be symptomatic of other problems, 
such as soil subsidence, 
inadequately designed or poorly 
constructed footings, or expansion 
and contraction of reactive clay 
soils. 
 

 

This will often entail onsite investigation and exploratory excavation and root mapping 
supervised by an arborist. 

The information required in the report is similar to that required for an arborist report. 

The report must consider all viable options to mitigate significant damage to the structure by 
means other than the removal of the subject tree.  

4.2.3 Plumbers Report 

Tree root entry into a sewer / stormwater line must be preceded by a failure of the line. In 
Bankstown many of the older clay pipes fail due to soil movement causing separation between 
the pipe sections and deterioration of the mortar at the joints, causing water to leak into the 
surrounding soil. If a pipe is leaking the roots growing in that area will eventually find the source 
of the leak and enter the pipe, usually resulting in a blockage. Roots will continue to enter the 
pipe unless the damaged pipe is repaired or replaced. Removal of the suspected tree will not 
remediate the problem, as roots from other nearby trees, shrubs and other plants can and will 
also enter the pipe.  

Tree root entry is not an issue with uPVC pipes, providing they have been installed correctly. 

In situations where tree roots are alleged to be causing damage to or blocking a sewer line, 
the tree permit application must be accompanied by a plumbers report.  
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Figure 4: Example of tree root entry into a damaged earthenware pipeline. 

The report must be prepared in consultation with a qualified arborist, and must be able to 
demonstrate a direct causal link between the tree and the blockage or other observed damage.  

The information required in the report is similar to that required for an arborist report. 

The report must consider all viable options to mitigate the pipe damage or blockage by means 
other than the removal of the subject tree. Often many of the older earthenware sewer lines, 
as discussed above, are in a state of disrepair and may need to be replaced with newer uPVC 
pipes. 

4.2.4 Pest Inspection Report 

In situations where there has been termite damage to a structure, or where a tree is suspected 
of containing a termite colony, an application to remove the tree must be accompanied by an 
arborist report, prepared in liaison with a pest inspector or allied expert.  

The report must be able to demonstrate the presence of an active termite colony in the subject 
tree, and a direct causal link to the termite infestation in the structure.  

The information required in the report is similar to that required for an arborist report. The 
report shall also include results of non-destructive internal inspection of the tree to determine 
the extent, or otherwise, of termite damage to the tree. 

The report must consider all viable options to remedy the situation by means other than the 
removal of the subject tree.  
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5.0 TREE PERMIT APPLICATION ASSESSMENT 

5.1 Matters for consideration 

In determining a tree permit application to prune or remove a tree, Council Tree Officers will 
base their assessment on the information provided by the applicant, together with an on ground 
visual assessment of the tree. Refer to Appendix A for an explanation of the visual tree 
assessment (VTA) process. 

Council will take into consideration one or more of the following criteria when making a decision 
to remove or prune a tree: 

• The location of the tree; 

• The suitability of the tree to the site conditions; 

• The useful life expectancy of the tree; 

• The landscape values of the tree; 

• The cultural, historical, social or scientific values of the tree; 

• The local ecosystem and biodiversity values of the tree; 

• Whether the tree has caused, or has the potential to cause, significant damage to structures 
or injury to persons in the foreseeable future, and the availability of reasonable options to 
remedy the situation. 

Most of these matters can be addressed in an arborists report accompanying the application. 

 

Note: The role of Council Tree Officers is to administer the Bankstown DCP 2015 Part B11, an 
adopted planning policy of Council.  

It is not the role of Council Tree Officers to carry out a safety or risk assessment of trees on 
private property, or to provide advice on such matters. It is the responsibility of the tree owner 
to engage a qualified arborist experienced in risk assessment to undertake any such 
assessment on the condition of the tree.  

Council will however consider the tree report in assessing a tree permit application. 

 

5.2 What is not considered 

The following are not considered valid reasons to remove a tree: 

• Normal shedding of leaves, fruit, seeds, bark, twigs and small branches; 

• The presence of spiders, insects, birds or other fauna; 

• Leaf drop into gutters, pools, lawns, paving or similar; 
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• Shading of lawns, gardens or swimming pools – particularly if seasonal; 

• To reduce fruit, sap or bird droppings onto cars, paving or similar; 

• Minor lifting of fences, pathways, garden edging, car port slabs or other ancillary structures 
by tree roots; 

• To erect a fence, car port, BBQ, or similar ancillary structure. 

 

  



Tree Management Manual ver.1.0 – June 2015 
 

12 
 

6.0 TREE PERMIT REVIEW PROCESS 

All applicants have the right of review if they believe Council has erred in its judgement, its decision 
is harsh or unreasonable, of if new information has become available. 

First Review 

There will be no fee for this review, and the applicant will not be required to provide any additional 
supporting information, although they may choose to do so and it could assist in the review process.  

The review will be undertaken by a senior tree management officer, and the applicant will be advised 
in writing of the outcome. 

 

Figure 5: TPO first review process. 

 

Second Review 

Should the applicant require a second review, this review attracts a fee (set at 50% of the TPO 
application fee) and must be accompanied by relevant supporting documentation – such as an 
arborist report, structural engineer report, or similar. Council will not process the review without 
supporting documentation. 

The second review will be undertaken by the Manager Parks, and the applicant will be advised in 
writing of the outcome. If the review upholds the original decision to retain the tree/s, a report will 
be prepared for Council for further consideration. 
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Figure 6: TPO second review process. 
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7.0 TREES GROWING ON A NEIGHBOURING PROPERTY 

Trees can become the subject of a dispute between adjoining property owners for reasons 
such as overhanging branches, dropping of branches and other debris, or tree roots causing 
damage to paving or structures, or from hedges blocking sunlight to a window or a view from 
a dwelling. 

Council has no jurisdiction and cannot intercede in a dispute between neighbours over a private 
tree issue. Nor can Council provide permission to prune or remove a neighbour’s tree without 
their consent. The only circumstances where council can order the owner of a tree to prune or 
remove the tree is if it is a declared noxious weed under the Noxious Weeds Act 1993, or if the 
tree poses a direct danger to public space under the control and management of Council. 

The easiest way to resolve these matters is to contact your neighbour and discuss  your 
concerns about the tree/s, and request they apply for a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) permit 
from Council to undertake removal/pruning of the tree/s.  Until Council receives an application 
form for a TPO permit, Council cannot undertake an inspection of the tree/s.   

Adjoining property owners who cannot agree how to resolve an issue with a tree that has become 
dangerous or is damaging one of the adjoining properties, or a hedge that severly obstructs sunlight 
to the window of a dwelling or a view from the dwelling of an adjoining property, may make an 
application to the Land and Environment Court for orders under the Trees (Dispute Between 
Neighbours) Act 2006 (the Trees Act). 

The Trees Act requires property owners to take reasonable action in dealing with trees or hedges 
impacting on their neighbours.  Should a resident consider that their neighbours are not willing to 
undertake reasonable action in terms of their concerns, they may wish to seek assistance through 
the courts in these matters.  

The Trees Act aims to provide a simple, inexpensive and accessible process for resolving neighbour 
disputes over trees.  

The Trees Act contains two operative parts. The first is Part 2 dealing with damage to property or 
the likelihood of injury to persons. The second is Part 2A dealing with high hedges that severely 
obstruct sunlight to a window of a dwelling or a view from a dwelling. 
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Figure 7: The tree dispute process (Source: http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au) 

 

The following documents produced by the Land and Environment Court provide assistance in 
understanding the scope of the Trees Act, and the processes involved: 

• Tree disputes: understanding the law 
 

• Practice Note: Class 2 Tree Applications 

Copies of these documents have also been included in the appendices. These are current at the 
time of writing (July 2015), however it may be appropriate to visit the Land & Environment Court 
web site using the above links to check for the latest information or updated versions. 

More information, application form and fees and charges can be found on the trees disputes 
section of the Land and Environment Court website. 

Should a resident contact council regarding an issue they have with a tree on an adjoining private 
property, council will advise them of the requirements and responsibilities under the Trees Act, 
and will provide the necessary information to allow the resident to pursue the matter in the Land 
and Environment Court. 

 

  

http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au/Pages/types_of_disputes/class_2/Trees-hedge-disputes-process/Treedisputes-helpfulmaterials/treedisputes_helpfulmaterial.aspx
http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au/Documents/practice_note_class_2_tree_applications_revised_280214a.pdf
http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au/Pages/types_of_disputes/class_2/class_2.aspx
http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au/Pages/types_of_disputes/class_2/class_2.aspx
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8.0 TREES ON DEVELOPMENT SITES 

8.1 General 

Trees that are in good health and condition, that can be sustained in the medium to long term, 
and that make a positive contribution to visual, ecological and natural heritage values, shall be 
retained as part of any new development. Mature trees cannot be replaced in the short to 
medium term, and it is better to retain them to add to the value of a development than to wait 
decades for replacement trees to grow to a similar size. 

Early assessment of trees that are suitable for retention and incorporating those trees in the 
proposed development can create a positive outcome for all stakeholders – residents, council, 
developers - and the local environment. 

When planning for a new development, the opportunities and constraints provided by the 
existing trees on the site should be considered from the early stages of the design process. All 
existing trees, together with all trees located within 5.0 metres of the boundaries of the site on 
adjoining properties, should be assessed by a qualified arborist as part of the initial site 
analysis.  This information is then used to inform the design process. 

Those trees identified as suitable for retention can then be factored into the design and 
accorded appropriate tree protection measures. 

In general, the development site tree management process can be summarized as follows: 

 

Table 2: Development site tree management process 

The full tree management process through the various stages of site development is detailed 
in s.2 of Australian Standard® AS 4970-2009 Protection of trees on development sites, and 
reference should be made to that document when planning and submitting a development 
application.  

 

 

 

Survey tree location

Assess trees for retention

Design to include existing trees 

Protect trees during construction

Plant replacement trees

http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=1133290&utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Website_Infostore&utm_campaign=IS-PreviewPDF
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8.2 Design options to retain trees 

Often trees can be retained on site through the use of alternative design options. In this way 
tree retention can be incorporated in a cost effective manner, and at the same time not 
restrict opportunities for site development. Design options include: 

• Altering the development footprint; 

• Relocating / minimizing driveway widths to retain existing trees; 

• Altering hard surface design; 

• Utilizing permeable pavement; 

• Changes to construction techniques to avoid damage to tree root systems, including: 

o Discontinuous footings, 

o Pier and beam footings; 

o Hand, hydraulic or pneumatic excavation; 

A project arborist will be able to advise and prepare documentation on site specific 
measures. 

 

8.3 DA Tree Assessment Process 

Development applications that may impact on trees growing on the property, on the adjoining 
property, and street trees on the nature strip, are referred to councils Tree Management 
Officers for assessment. 

There are a number of methodologies for assessing the suitability for retention of a tree on a 
development site. Council uses the TreeAZ methodology, an internationally recognised system 
for tree assessment. It is a refinement of the SULE method in widespread use. Further 
information can be found at http://www.treeaz.com. 

Trees that are assessed as suitable for retention are protected in accordance with the 
requirements detailed in Australian Standard® AS 4970-2009 Protection of trees on 
development sites, together with any relevant site specific conditions as determined by 
Council and included in the development consent. 

 

 

http://www.treeaz.com/
http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=1133290&utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Website_Infostore&utm_campaign=IS-PreviewPDF
http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=1133290&utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Website_Infostore&utm_campaign=IS-PreviewPDF
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Figure 8: Development application tree referral process. Refer also to Appendix H for further 
details on the process. 

 

8.4 Tree Protection Zones 

8.4.1 General 

Trees that are required to be retained as part of an approved development must be protected 
from damage caused by site disturbance and construction activities. Generally such tree 
protection measures will be imposed as part of the conditions of consent.  

Tree protection zones (TPZ) and structural root zones (SRZ) are fundamental to the retention 
and protection of trees on development sites, and fenced off tree protection zones are 
mandatory on all development sites within Bankstown City Council. Refer to Figure 9, page 21, 
for further details on SRZ and TPZ requirements. 

8.4.2 Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) 

The tree protection zone (TPZ) is the area above and below ground required for tree viability, 
and is the minimum area set aside for the protection of the tree. The TPZ is a radial distance 
measured from the trunk of the tree calculated in accordance with s.3 of Australian Standard® 
AS 4970-2009 Protection of trees on development sites. Minor encroachments of less than 
10% are allowed into this area, however such incursions must be approved by Council or the 
project arborist. 

8.4.3 Structural Root Zone (SRZ) 

The structural root zone (SRZ) is the minimum area required for tree stability. The SRZ is a radial 
distance measured from the trunk of the tree calculated in accordance with s.3 of Australian 
Standard® AS 4970-2009 Protection of trees on development sites. No encroachment within this 
area is allowed, unless it has been demonstrated by the project arborist that there will be little or no 
adverse impact on the tree.  

Table 3 provides some example TPZ’s and SRZ’s. This can be used as a guide for planning 
purposes. Note that all measurements are in metres, the zone dimensions are the radius from 
the centre of the trunk, and if a tree falls between two trunk diameters that it should be rounded 
up to the larger diameter. 

 

 

http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=1133290&utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Website_Infostore&utm_campaign=IS-PreviewPDF
http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=1133290&utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Website_Infostore&utm_campaign=IS-PreviewPDF
http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=1133290&utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Website_Infostore&utm_campaign=IS-PreviewPDF
http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=1133290&utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Website_Infostore&utm_campaign=IS-PreviewPDF
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Table 3: Example SRZs and TPZs 

D*  SRZ#  DBH†  TPZ#  
    

0.3 2.00 0.3 3.60 
    

0.4 2.25 0.4 4.80 
    

0.5 2.50 0.5 6.00 
    

0.6 2.70 0.6 7.20 
    

0.7 2.85 0.7 8.40 
    

0.8 3.00 0.8 9.60 
    

0.9 3.20 0.9 10.80 
    

1.0 3.30 1.0 12.00 
    

1.1 3.45 1.1 13.20 
    

1.2 3.60 1.2 14.40 
 

* D = the diameter of the trunk in metres measured immediately above the root buttress/trunk 
flare. 

† DBH = the diameter of the trunk in metres measured at 1.4 metres above ground. 

# Radial distance in metres extending from the centre of the trunk of the tree. 

NB:  The minimum SRZ is 1.5 metres. 

 The minimum TPZ is 2.0 metres. 

The minimum TPZ of palms, ferns and cycads is 1.0 metre outside the crown projection. 

Refer to AS 4970-2009® Protection of trees on development sites for further information on how to 
calculate the zones, and detailed requirements in respect of works prohibited within these areas. 
(Refer also to Figure 9)  

In some situations, non-destructive tree root investigation methods – such as high pressure air or 
water excavation tools, or careful trenching using small hand tools by an arborist – may be required 
to determine the exact location of the tree roots. 
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Figure 9: The structural root zone (SRZ) and tree protection zone (TPZ). 

 

The following works 
are prohibited within a 
TPZ: 

• Mechanical 
excavation; 

• Stockpiling of building 
materials, debris or 
soil; 

• Vehicular traffic, 
except on existing 
paved surfaces; 

• Installation of sewer 
and storm water lines 
and pits; 

• Site sheds and plant 
storage; 

• Wash down of 
equipment; 

• Trenching for 
building, wall or fence 
footings; 

• Soil level changes; 
  
    

 

Generally, a 1.8 metre 
high chain mesh fence is 
to be erected either 
around the perimeter of 
the TPZ or as otherwise 
specified by Council. 
Shade cloth or similar can 
be attached to the fence 
to prevent cement dust 
and other particulate 
matter from blowing into 
the tree protection zone. 
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Figure 10: Example of tree protection fence signage. Also refer to AS 4970-2009® Protection of 
trees on development sites – Appendix C for a suggested TPZ sign.  

 

 

Figure 11. Example of a fenced off Tree Protection Zone at an open site.  

Often in construction sites the actual location of the protection fence will need to be modified to 
take into account existing or proposed buildings, paving, site access, or other minor 
encroachments. This will be determined either by the project arborist or as conditioned by council. 

As well as fenced off exclusion zones, other tree protection measures may include: 

• Ground protection  - such as deep woodchip mulch, rumble boards, steel plates or similar - 
to avoid compaction and mechanical impact damage, 

• Branch and trunk protection to prevent mechanical impact injury. 

Once again, site specific tree protection measures will be determined either by the project arborist 
or as conditioned by council.  For guidance purposes only, an example of a standard tree 
protection condition is included at Appendix B. 
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8.5 Arboricultural Impact Assessment 

An Arboricultural Impact Assessment submitted as supporting documentation with a 
development application involving tree removal and /or tree protection must comply with 
Australian Standard® AS 4970-2009 Protection of trees on development sites, and include the 
following information: 

• Name, address and contact details, ABN and qualifications and experience of the arborist 
carrying out the inspection and preparing the report; 

• The purpose of the report (the Brief) and the name, address and contact details of who 
commissioned the report; 

• Address of the property where the trees are located;  

• The owner of the property where the trees are located; 

• Consideration of all relevant planning laws, regulations and planning instruments pertaining 
to the property; 

• The date the site inspection was undertaken; 

• The scope of the inspection and details of the methodology used in the assessment; 

• Survey data for the subject trees – including, but not limited to, the scientific and common 
names; height and crown spread; DBH; approximate age of the tree; the health and 
condition of the tree; any pests, diseases or structural defects; and the retention value of 
the trees; 

• A plan of the site at no smaller than 1:100 scale showing the location of the subject trees, 
clearly identify trees to be removed and retained. The trees are to be individually numbered 
to correspond with the report; 

• Consideration of all aspects of proposed above and below ground works; 

• The Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) and Structural Root Zone (SRZ) of all the trees on the site, 
including those indicated for removal, must also be clearly marked on the site plan; 

• Details of any tree root mapping exercise, if required; 

• Wildlife habitats, nesting hollows, shelter sites, and similar; 

• Supporting documentation where relevant to the aim of the report; 

• Photographs of the trees for identification purposes and to illustrate issues discussed in 
the report; 

• A detailed consideration of the management options available to the applicant, including 
development redesign; 

• Design and construction methods to minimise impacts on retained trees; 

• Tree protection measures and plan;  
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• Proposed replacement tree planting options should the development entail the removal of 
trees from the site. 

This list of requirements is not exhaustive, and other site specific details may need to be 
assessed to provide adequate information to Council to assist in the assessment process 

 

8.6 Tree Management Plan 

Council may also require the applicant to submit a Tree Management Plan for the site, either 
with the initial Development Application or prior to the issue of the Construction Certificate. 
This is to ensure effective protection of the trees on site and compliance with Australian 
Standard® AS 4373-2007 Pruning of amenity trees and Australian Standard® AS 4970-2009 
Protection of trees on development sites 

The Tree Management Plan shall be prepared by a qualified arborist - minimum Australian 
Qualification Framework (AQF) Level 5 Diploma of Horticulture (Arboriculture) and/or equivalent 
experience - and with experience on development and construction sites.  All trees to be retained 
and protected, and trees located on adjoining properties within 5.0 m of the subject property 
boundary, are to be covered by this Tree Management Plan. The Plan shall generally comply with 
section 2.3.5 of Australian Standard® AS 4970-2009 Protection of trees on development sites and 
any conditions imposed by Bankstown City Council as part of the development consent, or as 
otherwise required by Council. 

The details of this Tree Management Plan are to be site specific – it is not acceptable to just append 
sample generic conditions - and should include, but are not limited to, the following tree 
management procedures: 

•  A site plan showing the locations of all trees to be retained, including the associated SRZs 
and TPZs; 

• Project Implementation;  

• Monitoring and control (hold points); 

• Record keeping and documentation;  

• Conflict resolution;  

• Tree pruning and removal procedures 

• Tree protection procedures for all stages of the development; 

• General tree care procedures;  

• Specific tree care and protection procedures (for each tree if necessary); 
 

• Ongoing monitoring and maintenance procedures, including post-development care. 
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9.0 COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT 

9.1 General 

Complying development is a form of planning approval that can be issued by an accredited 
certifier or a council in the form of a complying development certificate (CDC). The types of 
development that can be done as complying development are identified in the State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008 (the 
SEPP). 

9.2 Trees that can be removed 

The SEPP authorizes the removal of certain trees to allow development on a property without 
the need for council approval. This provision overrides DCP 2015 Part B11. As at January 
2015, a tree can be removed as part of a complying development for residential development 
if it is; 

• Within 3m of a building or structure bigger than 25m2 

• Not on a council significant tree register 

• Not higher than 8m if the development is for a new house, as long as the tree is not 
required to be retained as a condition of consent for the subdivision, and 

• Not higher than 6m for alterations and additions for a house. 

It is the responsibility of the property owner to contact Planning NSW for up to date information 
on tree removal and tree protection measures for complying development. Note that the 
removal or damage of protected trees is a breach of Part B11, and may lead to prosecution. 

9.3 Trees that require council consent for removal 

The SEPP also defines a category of “protected tree” that cannot automatically be removed as 
part of the complying development. These trees are protected under DCP 2015 Part B11, and 
require approval from council for removal. The SEPP also specifies tree protection measures 
that must be implemented, including tree guards and tree protection fencing for all retained 
trees, to ensure that they are not damaged during construction.  

Applications for a permit to remove a protected tree on a complying development site must be 
accompanied with an A3 sized copy of the site plans, and other supporting reports or 
documentation as per a regular application. An arborist report may also be required. 

Should Council not grant approval under Part B11 for the removal of the protected tree, then 
a redesign of the proposal or the submission of a Development Application will be necessary. 

9.4 Street trees 

When planning a complying development, you must take into consideration any council street 
tree located on the nature strip forward of the property. Street trees are valuable community 
assets, and removal for the purposes of constructing a vehicle footpath crossing may not be 
approved.  For further information in this matter, contact council’s customer service on 02-
9707 9999 and ask to speak to a Tree Management Officer. 

http://hub.planning.nsw.gov.au/Buildingorrenovating/DoIqualifyforfasttrackapproval/Complyingdevelopment
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Figure 12: Tree retention and removal under complying development (Adapted from Planning & 
Environment Information Sheet 3.7 - Tree protection and removal requirements). Note the 
comments in respect of the tree on the adjoining property. Trees to be retained must be protected 
in accordance with Australian Standard AS 4970-2009 Protection of trees on development sites.  
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10.0 BUSH FIRE PRONE LAND 

Special tree and vegetation management controls apply to properties located in bush fire prone 
land. A copy of the Bush Fire Prone Land map can be viewed at Bankstown City Councils web 
site  

The objective of the controls are to reduce fuel loads within a certain specified distance from 
the asset to be protected (e.g. a dwelling), thus helping to reduce heat levels, flame contact, 
and ember attack on life and property.  

Detailed information on these controls can be found in Planning for bush fire protection and 
Standards for asset protection zones. Both of these publications are available on the Rural 
Fire Service web site.  

In addition to the above controls, in 2014 the RFS implemented the 10/50 Vegetation Clearing 
Code of Practice for New South Wales. This new Code provides specific tree and vegetation 
clearing measures for those properties located in the 10/50 vegetation clearing entitlement 
area as identified on a map published on the RFS website. The RFS provides an on-line tool 
to check whether a property is located in the entitlement area.  

 

 

Figure 13: 10/50 Vegetation clearance zone (Source: Rural Fire Service) 

 

These vegetation management controls may vary from time to time, and it is advisable to check 
either with Council’s Senior Environmental Planner on 02 – 9707 9999 or direct with the Rural 
Fire Service for the latest information. 

  

http://www.bankstown.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.bankstown.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/1050-vegetation-clearing/tool
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
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11.0 EMERGENCY TREE WORK 

DCP 2015 Part B11 allows for the pruning or removal of a dangerous tree without consent from 
council where it can be proved by the owner of the tree that it was the only reasonable option 
to avoid an immediate threat to human life or property. This situation may occur when a tree 
has been badly damaged or becomes unstable following a severe storm event, or when 
excavation or similar works within the SRZ of the tree results in significant damage to the 
supporting root system. 

Evidence supporting the need to remove the tree must be forwarded to Council immediately 
following the works. The evidence shall consist of a report by a qualified arborist together with 
photographs illustrating the cause of the immediate danger.  

If a qualified arborist is unavailable and it is an emergency situation, a report together with 
appropriate photographs from the SES or other recognized emergency agency will be 
sufficient. 

 

 

Figure 14: The main stem of this Coral tree (Erythrina x sykesii) collapsed onto the roof of an 
adjacent dwelling during a storm event.  
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12.0 TREE PRUNING 

12.1 General Requirements 

Pruning is the systematic removal of branches. The classes of pruning works are detailed in 
s7 of Australian Standard® AS 4373-2007 Pruning of amenity trees. Pruning is not lopping, or 
topping, or the cutting back of branches flush with the stem or trunk. These practices all injure 
the tree and can create potential hazards.  

 

 

All pruning works on prescribed trees in Bankstown 
City Council must be carried out to the approved 
standards to avoid unnecessary damage to the tree 
and, more importantly, to ensure the safety of the 
person carrying out the work.  
 
Accordingly, council recommends that pruning 
works should be carried out by a suitably qualified 
person (minimum of AQF Level 3 – refer to Table 4 
for AQF framework) with experience in 
arboriculture, and in accordance with; 
 
• Australian Standard® AS 4373-2007 Pruning of 

amenity trees; 
 

• Workcover Amenity Tree Industry – Code of 
Practice; 
 

• Conditions specified under a permit or 
development consent granted by Council. 

 
 
 
 
Figure 15: A qualified arborist safely carrying out 
tree pruning work. 
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Figure 16: The difference between pruning and lopping cuts.  

Pruning retains the trees own natural protection zone within the branch collar, and this 
inhibits the spread of any potential infection into the tree. Pruning will also help prevent the 
development of epicormic branch growth at the site of the cut. 

Conversely, lopping allows the expansion of infection and decay into the branch stub and 
ultimately into the tree itself, and also generally encourages the development of weakly 
attached epicormic growth at the site of the cut. All of this is detrimental to the health and 
structure of the tree, and can lead to tree decline and increased maintenance costs.  

 

12.2 Reasons for Pruning 

In the urban environment trees often require pruning for a number of reasons, including: 

• Building clearance; 

• Allow access for people and vehicles; 

• Repair storm damage; 

• Power line clearance; 

• Maintenance pruning to remove dead, diseased and defective branches; 

• Formative pruning of young trees to remove faults and develop good branch structure. 

Much of this maintenance pruning of trees on private land can be carried without the need for 
prior consent from council, provided that the pruning complies with Australian Standard® AS 
4373-2007 Pruning of amenity trees. The only exception to this are for trees located on a 
Heritage Item or on Biodiversity land.  Refer to c5 of DCP 2015 Part B11 for the full list of 
exemptions. 
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A permit from council is required for pruning works that do not come under this general 
exemption. The permit will specify the amount of pruning that can be carried out and any other 
conditions that are applicable. 

In general, using a qualified arborist and complying with the standards should ensure that the 
pruning will achieve the desired objective without unduly damaging the tree or compromising 
its health and structural integrity. The outcome should be a sound and healthy tree; not a tree 
with branch stubs, epicormic growth, or other problems which will cause ongoing maintenance 
and further expense for the owner. 

 

AQF Level Skill Level 
2 Skilled Labourer, Tree worker 
3 Trade, Practicing Arborist 
4 Supervising Arborist, Report writing 
5 Manager, Consulting Arborist, Report writing 

 

Table 4: Australian Qualification Framework (AQF). These qualifications apply to 
Arboriculturists as well as Horticulturists with specialist knowledge in arboriculture. 
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13.0 PROTECTING NATIVE FAUNA 

Old and decaying trees, particularly trees with hollows and cavities, often provide nesting 
habitat for many native tree dwelling species, particularly birds, small insectivorous bats, and 
arboreal mammals such as sugar gliders.  

The more potential habitat trees that are 
removed, the less nesting sites there are left 
available for these important native species. 
Tree removal is a major factor contributing to 
the decline in numbers and diversity of native 
bird and mammal species, and the loss of 
hollow - bearing trees is listed as a Key 
Threatening Process under the Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 1995. 

For this reason, subject to safety considerations, 
Council encourages the retention of such habitat 
trees, either intact or suitably pruned for hazard 
reduction purposes.  

 

Figure 17: A pair of Rainbow lorikeets 
(Trichoglossus moluccanus) nesting in a hollow 
in a dead tree. 

 

All native fauna species are protected under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, and 
penalties apply to anyone who causes harm to these protected fauna. Special measures 
designed to reduce the risk of injury or death to native fauna must be employed when planning 
to prune or remove trees that contain hollows or cavities, or are otherwise suspected of 
harbouring native fauna. These include: 

• Prior inspection of the tree to determine the presence or otherwise of fauna or occupied 
nests. This may require advice from an ecologist or wildlife specialist; 

• Removal of any fauna present by a licensed wildlife carer prior to the commencement 
of the tree work; 

• Consider scheduling the work until after the end of the breeding season. If eggs or 
young are present, do not disturb or interfere with them and reschedule the work until 
after the end of the breeding season and the hollow / nest has been vacated. 

• Careful dismantling of the tree to avoid injury or death to any native fauna that may 
have returned to the tree. 

 

 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspecies/legislation.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspecies/legislation.htm
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/
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If you have to remove an existing or potential habitat 
tree from the property, Council encourages the 
installation of suitable nest boxes (there are different 
nest box designs depending on the species you are 
trying to attract) to remaining trees or other appropriate 
structures on the site to help provide replacement 
habitat.  

Please contact Council’s Sustainable Development 
Unit on 02-9707 9999 for further information on nest 
boxes. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 18: Sugar glider (Petaurus breviceps) making good use of a nest box in a council 
reserve.  
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14.0 TREE PLANTING 

14.1 General 

A key component of the controls in DCP Part B11 is to provide for additional replacement tree 
planting to ensure the ongoing environmental amenity of Bankstown City Council is enhanced 
for the future. 

It is a condition of all approvals granted under this DCP that the applicant will be required to 
plant replacement trees at a ratio of at least three trees for every one tree removed, site 
conditions permitting. Where there is limited planting opportunity on the property, Council may 
consider equivalent offset planting on an alternative site. 

Council may undertake random audits to determine compliance with replacement tree planting 
conditions. 

14.2 Tree Supply 

Generally, replacement trees planted in accordance with a tree permit shall be a minimum of 
25 litre container size. Replacement trees planted in accordance with a development consent 
shall be a minimum of 75 litre container size. 

To ensure healthy trees and long term viability, all trees 
shall comply with NATSPEC Specifying Trees (2003) or 
Australian Standard® AS 2303: 2015 Tree stock for 
landscape use.  The Nursery & Garden Industry 
Australia can provide advice on appropriate tree 
production nurseries and suppliers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 19: Good quality advanced sized trees grown to 
NATSPEC standard in a production nursery. 

 

Normally the property owner is free to select the tree species of their choice, as long as the 
tree complies with any quality and performance requirements specified on the permit or the 
development consent. However, given their suitability for the region and their biodiversity 
values, Council encourages the planting of locally occurring indigenous trees wherever 
possible; and in some situations this may be a mandatory requirement. A list of local occurring 
indigenous tree species is included at Appendix C. 

 

 

https://www.ngia.com.au/
https://www.ngia.com.au/
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14.3 Tree planting 

 

 

Figure 20: Tree planting guidelines (from BCC Std Dwg No. S-203) 

 

A correctly planted tree will establish quicker, be 
healthier, more structurally sound, and less vulnerable 
to pests and diseases than a poorly planted tree.  

One of the most common mistakes is to plant the tree 
too deep into the ground, leading to tree failure. 
Spending time to get it correct at planting time will 
prevent a lot of problems, save costs in the long term, 
and result in a better environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 21: Recently planted Corymbia ficifolia cv. (Dwarf 
Flowering Eucalypt).  
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GLOSSARY 

Arborist: A person with training to AQF Level 3 in Arboriculture, or above, or equivalent recognized 
and relevant experience.  

Aerial Inspection: An inspection of the parts of the tree not visible from the ground, particularly 
branch and stem unions. May also include evaluation of internal decay. Requires climbing or an 
elevated work platform (EWP). 

Australian Qualification Framework (AQF): A national framework for education and training in 
Australia. 

Consultant Arborist: A person with training to AQF Level 5 in Horticulture (Arboriculture), or 
above, and/or equivalent recognized and relevant experience. 

Crown: The portion of the tree consisting of branches and leaves and any part of the trunk (or stem) 
from which branches arise. 

Crown Lifting: The removal of the lower branches, usually to provide clearance for persons and 
vehicles. 

Crown Thinning: Reducing the crown density of the tree by removing smaller (secondary) 
branches and retaining the major structural branches.  

Diameter at breast height (DBH): the diameter of the trunk of the tree measured at 1.4 metres 
above ground level. 

Dead Tree: A tree that no longer has a functioning xylem and/or phloem system; evidenced by 
permanent leaf loss, permanent desiccation of branches and stems, and bark peeling off back to 
the sapwood. 

Deadwood: Dead branches within the crown. Some deadwood is part of the natural growth cycle 
of a number of trees. 

Deadwooding: The removal of dead branches. 

Decay: The breakdown of woody tissue within the tree, commonly caused by fungi infection. 

Dieback: The death of growth tips and branches, often progressing further down the stem. Often 
an indication of underlying stress and a decline in tree health. 

Dwelling: Means a room or suite of rooms occupied or used or so constructed or adapted as to be 
capable of being occupied as a separate domicile, but does not include permanent fixed structures 
such as deck, garages and similar structures that are attached to the building. 

Exotic Tree: A tree species not originating from Australia. 

Indigenous Tree: A tree species that existed in the State before European settlement. 

Injury: Damage to the trunk, crown or root system of a tree or any other activity that is likely to 
compromise the health and/or structure of the tree, including trenching, excavation or soil level 
changes within the tree protection zone (TPZ) of the tree.  
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Line Clearance: Pruning to maintain safety clearances around overhead services. The minimum 
safety clearance for insulated cable with less than 100 metre span (e.g. the service line from the 
power pole to the property) is 0.5 metres. 

Lopping: Cutting branches or stems between branch unions or internodes. 

OEH: The Office of Environment and Heritage,  

Prescribed Tree: A tree listed under clause 2.3 Bankstown Development Control Plan 2015 Part 
B11 – Tree Preservation order. 

Prune: the systematic removal of branches. Pruning is not lopping, topping or the cutting of 
branches flush with the stem trunk. Refer to Australian Standard AS 4373-2007 Pruning of amenity 
trees. 

Reduction Pruning: Reducing the length of a branch by pruning it back to an internal branch or 
stem. 

Remedial Pruning: The removal of diseased, damaged or lopped branches back to undamaged 
or healthy tissue on trees that have already lost their natural structure due to disease, storm damage 
or other mechanical injury 

Ringbark: A circumferential cut made around the trunk of a tree which removes a band of tissue to 
the depth of and including the cambium. 

Secondary Dwelling: A self-contained dwelling on the same lot of land as the principal dwelling. 

Selective Pruning: Pruning or removing branches that are causing a specific problem. 

Stem/Bark Inclusion: Where bark turns inwards at the point of branch or stem attachment, 
preventing the development of sound connective wood. 

Structural Root Zone (SRZ): Is the area required for tree stability. The SRZ is a radial distance 
measured from the trunk of the tree calculated in accordance with s.3 of Australian Standard AS 
4970-2009 Protection of trees on development sites. 

Topping: Reducing the height of the tree by lopping the branches or stems. 

Tree: For the purposes of this Plan, a tree is defined as a long lived perennial plant greater than 5 
metres in height with one or relatively few main stems or trunks. 

Tree Protection Zone (TPZ): Is the area above and below ground required for tree viability. The 
TPZ is a radial distance measured from the trunk of the tree calculated in accordance with s.3 of 
Australian Standard AS 4970-2009 Protection of trees on development sites. 

Urban Forest: The totality of trees and shrubs on all public and private land in and around urban 
areas (including bush land, parkland, gardens, and street trees) and is measured as a canopy cover 
percentage of the total area, and is recognised as a primary component of the urban ecosystem. 
(Local Government NSW Urban Forestry Policy) 

VTA: Visual Tree Assessment is a method of tree assessment in widespread use by the 
arboriculture industry for assessment and defect analysis.  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=313772
http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=313772
http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=1133290&utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Website_Infostore&utm_campaign=IS-PreviewPDF
http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=1133290&utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Website_Infostore&utm_campaign=IS-PreviewPDF
http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/Details.aspx?ProductID=1133290&utm_source=PDF&utm_medium=Website_Infostore&utm_campaign=IS-PreviewPDF
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/natural-resource-management/street-trees-and-urban-forests
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APPENDIX A: VISUAL TREE ASSESSMENT  

Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) is an internationally recognised method of tree assessment 
developed by Mattheck and Breloer (1994), and is in widespread use by the arboriculture industry 
for assessment and defect analysis.  

Basically, some tree defects can be detected on the basis of visual inspection from the ground, 
whereas other defects will require more detailed assessment. Following inspection the data is 
analysed, and tree management recommendations are made. 

In practice VTA is basically a three-stage process: 

1. Visual inspection from the ground for obvious defect symptoms such as external signs of 
decay, physical damage, growth defects, tree vitality, root heave, etc. If there are no 
obvious signs of any symptoms the investigation process is concluded.  
 

This is the extent of VTA carried out by council tree management officers in assessing a tree 
application. 

If defect symptoms are identified or suspected, the process escalates to stage two. 

2. A more detailed inspection of the tree is carried out - including climbing, drilling, resistance 
measurement, ultrasonic investigation, root mapping, soil removal, etc., to confirm the 
physical condition of the tree. 
If a defect is confirmed, the process moves to stage three. 

3. The defect is quantified and the structural integrity of the tree is evaluated using 
recognised strength measurement criteria. In practice, if the thickness of sound wood of 
the effected part is 30% or less, then action must be taken. 
 

Stages 2 and 3 of the VTA process are carried out by a qualified arborist engaged by the owner of 
the tree.  

The results of the VTA process are used to help determine the appropriate tree management 
outcome for the site, and are usually presented in the form of an Arborist Report. 
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APPENDIX B – EXAMPLE OF A STANDARD TREE PROTECTION CONDITION 

Condition No: XX -Trees to be Retained and Protected: On-site 

The following tree/s shall be retained and protected from removal and damage for the duration of 
the development:  

Tree species Location Protection Zones* 
n x Scientific name (Common 
name) 

 TPZ  
SRZ 

* TPZ and SRZ in metres measured from the centre of the trunk of the tree. 

Tree protection measures shall comply with Australian Standard AS4970-2009 Protection of trees 
on development sites, together with the following conditions: 

• The tree/s to be retained and protected together with their relevant Tree Protection Zone 
(TPZ) and Structural Root Zone (SRZ) shall be marked on all demolition and construction 
drawings. 

• All contractors and workers on site shall be briefed on the tree protection and 
management procedures in place as part of their site induction. A written record of the 
induction process is to be kept on site. 

• A designated Tree Protection Zone shall be created on site by erecting a tree protection 
fence at n metre radius from the trunk of the (subject tree/s). The fence is to be 
constructed of chain wire mesh 1.80 metres high supported by steel posts. The fence is to 
be installed prior to demolition / construction, shall not be removed or altered, and is to 
remain in place for the duration of the site works; 

• The applicant will display in a prominent location on the tree protection fence a durable, 
weather resistant sign of a similar design, layout and type size as per Appendix C, 
Australian Standard AS4970-2009 Protection of trees on development sites clearly 
showing: 

a. The Development Consent number; 
b. The name and contact phone number of the nominated consultant arborist; 
c. The purpose of the protection zone; 
d. The penalties for disregarding the protection zone; 
(NB: delete any of a – d as appropriate) 

• No vehicular access, excavations for construction or installation of services shall be 
carried out within the fenced Tree Protection Zone. 

• All utility services, pipes, stormwater lines and pits shall be located outside the fenced 
Tree Protection Zone. 

• Building materials, chemical storage, site sheds, wash out areas, and similar shall not be 
located within the fenced Tree Protection Zone. 

• Trees marked for retention must not to be damaged or used to display signage, or as 
fence or cable supports for any reason. 

• Tree roots with a diameter greater than 25mm are to be cut cleanly using sharp hand tools 
and not torn or ripped by machinery. 
 
OR 

• Root mapping is to be undertaken on (subject tree/s) within (specify location to be 
mapped). All work shall incorporate the recommendations following the root mapping. 

• No ripping or rotary hoeing within the Tree Protection Zone of trees to be retained is 
permitted. 

• Any approved excavation within the Tree Protection Zone of protected trees must be 
carried out by hand under the care and control of a qualified arborist - minimum Australian 



Tree Management Manual ver.1.0 – June 2015 
 

40 
 

Qualification Framework (AQF) Level 5 or equivalent - to avoid unnecessary damage to 
tree roots. 

• In exceptional circumstances, the tree protection fencing may be temporarily relocated to 
allow site access for construction purposes subject to the prior approval of the project 
arborist, the installation of ground protection measures, and following the clearly identified 
tagging of all protected trees, provided such fencing is immediately replaced on 
completion of the works.  No damage to root systems or soil compaction will be accepted 
during such works. 

• If the approving authority consents to materials, machinery or access over specifically 
nominated areas of the tree protection zone, the roots and surface soil within this area 
shall be mulched to a minimum depth of 100mm of hardwood wood chip overlaid with 
rumble boards, steel plates, or similar. This ground protection measure must be 
maintained for the duration of the site works. 

• The trees are to be watered during dry spells, i.e. two to three weeks without adequate 
rainfall.  The root zone should be thoroughly watered and then left to drain.  A 
temporary/permanent irrigation system is to be installed on site where works longer than 
one month in duration are expected and when appropriate shall be part of the landscaping 
works. 

• Any pruning works shall be carried out by a qualified arborist and shall comply with 
Australian Standard AS4373-2007 Pruning of Amenity Trees. 
 

(NB: Delete protection measures not relevant to the site.) 
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APPENDIX C - LOCALLY OCCURRING INDIGENOUS TREE SPECIES 

Genus Species Common Name 
Acacia binervia Coast Myall 
Acacia decurrens Green Wattle 
Acacia meansii Black Wattle 
Acacia parramattensis Sydney Green Wattle 
Allocasuarina littoralis Black She-Oak 
Alphitonia excelsa Red Ash 
Angophora bakeri Narrow-leaved Apple 
Angophora costata Smooth-barked Apple 
Angophora floribunda Rough-barked Apple 
Angophora subvelutina Broad-leaved Apple 
Banksia integrifolia Coast Banksia 
Banksia serrata Old Man Banksia 
Brachychiton populneus Kurrajong 
Callistemon salignus Willow Bottlebrush 
Casuarina glauca Swamp Oak 
Ceratopetalum apetalum Coachwood 
Ceratopetalum gummiferum NSW Christmas Bush 
Corymbia gummifera Red Bloodwood 
Corymbia maculata Spotted Gum 
Elaeocarpus reticulatis Blueberry Ash 
Eucalyptus amplifolia Cabbage Gum 
Eucalyptus baueriana Blue Box 
Eucalyptus beyeriana Beyer’s Ironbark 
Eucalyptus bosistoana Bosisto’s Box 
Eucalyptus botryoides Bangalay 
Eucalyptus capitellata Brown Stringybark 
Eucalyptus crebra Narrow-leaved Ironbark 
Eucalyptus eugenioides Thin-leaved Stringybark 
Eucalyptus fibrosa Broad-leaved Ironbark 
Eucalyptus globoidea White Stringybark 
Eucalyptus haemastoma Broad-leaved Scribbly Gum 
Eucalyptus longifolia Woollybutt 
Eucalyptus moluccana Grey Box 
Eucalyptus oblonga Narrow-leaved Stringybark 
Eucalyptus paniculata subsp paniculata  Grey Ironbark 
Eucalyptus parramattensis subsp 

parramattensis 
Drooping Red Gum 

Eucalyptus pilularis Blackbutt 
Eucalyptus piperita Sydney Peppermint 
Eucalyptus punctata Grey Gum 
Eucalyptus racemosa Narrow-leaved Scribbly Gum 
Eucalyptus resinifera subsp resinifera Red Mahogany 
Eucalyptus robusta Swamp Mahogany 
Eucalyptus saligna Sydney Blue Gum 
Eucalyptus Saligna x botryoides  
Eucalyptus sclerophylla Hard-leaved Scribbly Gum 
Eucalyptus sideroxylon Mugga Ironbark 
Eucalyptus siderophloia Grey-leaved Ironbark 
Eucalyptus signata Northern Scribbly Gum 
Eucalyptus sparsifolia Narrow-leaved Stringybark 
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Genus species Common Name 
Eucalyptus tereticornis Forest Red Gum 
Eucalyptus umbra Bastard Mahogany 
Ficus rubiginosa Port Jackson Fig 
Glochidion ferdinandi var ferdinandi Cheese Tree 
Melaleuca decora White Feather Honey Myrtle 
Melaleuca linariifolia Snow-in-Summer 
Melaleuca styphelioides Prickly-leaved Paperbark 
Melia azedarach White Cedar 
Pittosporum undulatum Sweet Pittosporum 
Syncarpia glomulifera Turpentine 
Syzygium smithii Lilly Pilly 

 

  



Tree Management Manual ver.1.0 – June 2015 
 

43 
 

APPENDIX D – ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES IN THE CITY OF BANKSTOWN 

 
1 ENDANGERED ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES 
The following endangered ecological communities (EEC’s) listed under the Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 1995 occur in Bankstown: 

• Coastal Saltmarsh in the New South Wales North Coast, Sydney Basin and South East 
Corner Bioregions; 
 

• Cooks River/Castlereagh Ironbark Forest in the Sydney Basin Bioregion; 
 

• River-Flat Eucalypt Forest on Coastal Floodplains of the New South Wales North Coast, 
Sydney Basin and South East Corner Bioregions; 
 

• Cumberland Plain Woodland in the Sydney Basin Bioregion; (Critically endangered) 
 

• Shale Gravel Transition Forest in the Sydney Basin Bioregion; 
 

• Shale Sandstone Transition Forest in the Sydney Basin Bioregion; (Critically endangered) 
 

• Sydney Turpentine Ironbark Forest; 
 

• Swamp Oak Floodplain Forest of the New South Wales North Coast, Sydney Basin and 
South East Corner Bioregions; 

 
• Castlereagh Scribbly Gum Woodland in the Sydney Basin Bioregion; (Vulnerable) 

 

• Freshwater Wetlands on Coastal Floodplains of the New South Wales North Coast, Sydney 
Basin and South East Corner Bioregions; 
 

2 OTHER VEGETATION COMMUNITIES 

The following vegetation communities are also found in Bankstown: 

• Estuarine Mangrove Forest (S_SW01 in the OEH mapping, 2013); 

• Seagrass Meadows (S_SW03 in the OEH mapping, 2013); 

• Sydney Hinterland Exposed Sandstone Woodland (S_DSF15 in the OEH mapping, 2013); 

• Sydney Hinterland Apple – Blackbutt Gully Forest (S_DSF17 in the OEH mapping, 2013); 

• Sydney Hinterland Dwarf Apple Heath – Woodland (S_HL10 in the OEH mapping, 2013); 
 

A map showing the location of these ecological communities is available on the Bankstown 
City Council website.  

This information is meant as a guide. For further information and planning requirements please 
contact Councils Senior Environmental Planner.  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/coastalsatlmarsh36a.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/coastalsatlmarsh36a.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/cooksriver36a.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/riverflat36a.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/riverflat36a.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/cumberlandwoodlandsFD.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/ShaleSandstoneTransitionForestEndComListing.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/threatenedspecies/determinations/FDShaleSandstoneCEEC.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/sydneyturpentine36a.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/swampoak36a.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/swampoak36a.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/castlereaghscribblygumFD.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/freshwater36a.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determinations/freshwater36a.htm
http://www.bankstown.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.bankstown.nsw.gov.au/
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APPENDIX E –TREE HOLLOW USING NATIVE FAUNA IN THE CITY OF BANKSTOWN 

 

Scientific Name Common Name 
Birds  
Calyptorhynchus funereus Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 
Glossopsitta pusilla Little Lorikeet 
Glossopsitta concinna Musk Lorikeet 
Trichoglossus moluccanus Rainbow Lorikeet 
Trichoglossus chlorolepidotus Scaly-breasted Lorikeet 
Platycercus elegans Crimson Rosella 
Platycercus eximius Eastern Rosella 
Psephotus haematonotus Red-rumped Parrot 
Alisterus scapularis Australian King Parrot 
Eolophus roseicapilla Galah 
Cacatua sanguinea Little Corella 
Cacatua galerita Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Calyptorhynchus lathami Glossy Back Cockatoo 
Ninox strenua Powerful Owl 
Ninox connivens Barking Owl 
Ninox novaeseelandiae Southern Boobook Owl 
Tyto alba Barn Owl 
Aegotheles cristatus Australian Owlet-nightjar 
Climacteris affinis White-browed Treecreeper 
Climacteris picumnus Brown Treecreeper 
Eurystomus orientalis Dollarbird 
Anas superciliosa Pacific Black Duck 
Anas castanea Chestnut Teal 
Anas gracilis Grey Duck  
Chenonetta jubata Wood Duck 
Todiramphus sanctus Sacred Kingfisher 
Dacelo novaeguineae Laughing Kookaburra 
  
Mammals  
Petaurus breviceps Sugar Glider 
Pseudocheirus peregrinus Ringtail Possum 
Trichosurus vulpecula Brushtail Possum 
Chalinolobus morio Chocolate Wattled bat 
Miniopterus schreibersii oceanensis Eastern Bentwing bat 
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APPENDIX F –TREE DISPUTES: UNDERSTANDING THE LAW 

 

 

 

 Tree disputes: understanding the law  
The Trees (Disputes Between Neighbours) Act 2006 (the Trees Act) operates for applications 
made to the Land and Environment Court under: 

• Part 2 (damage to property and injury to persons) after 2 February 2007, and  

• Part 2A (high hedges) after 2 August 2010. 

This document may help you understand: 

• how the Trees Act works 

• what the Land and Environment Court must consider when considering an application 

• the orders that the court can make. 

You can obtain a copy of the Trees Act via this link: Trees (Disputes Between Neighbours) Act 
2006. 

Although this document may assist you, it is not legal advice. 

What are the purposes of the Trees Act? 
The Trees Act aims to provide a simple, inexpensive and accessible process for resolving 
neighbour disputes about trees. 

Following a review of the original legislation, from 2 August 2010, the Trees Act contains two 
operative Parts. The first is Part 2 and is the original legislative framework dealing with damage to 
property or likelihood of injury to persons. The new Part (Part 2A), operating from 2 August 2010, 
deals with high hedges that severely obstruct sunlight to a window of a dwelling or a view from a 
dwelling. 

Part 2 

This Part enables people who consider that their neighbour’s tree has caused, is causing, or is 
likely in the near future to cause damage to their property or is likely to cause injury to any person, 
to make an application to the Land and Environment Court to make orders. 

The court may make orders to remedy, restrain or prevent damage to property or to prevent injury 
to any person when damage or injury arises from a tree that is situated on adjoining land. The 
Trees Act also permits the court to order compensation for or rectification of damage to the 
applicant’s property caused by a tree. 

Part 2A 

This Part enables people who consider that their neighbour’s hedge (which comprises two or 
more trees) severely obstructs sunlight to a window of their dwelling or a view from their dwelling, 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/viewtop/inforce/act+126+2006+FIRST+0+N/?autoquery=(Title%3D((%22trees%22)))%20AND%20((RecordType%3D%22ACTFRAG%22%20and%20Repealed%3D%22N%22))&dq=Document%20Types%3D%22Acts%22,%20Scope%3D%22Titles%22,%20All%20Words
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/viewtop/inforce/act+126+2006+FIRST+0+N/?autoquery=(Title%3D((%22trees%22)))%20AND%20((RecordType%3D%22ACTFRAG%22%20and%20Repealed%3D%22N%22))&dq=Document%20Types%3D%22Acts%22,%20Scope%3D%22Titles%22,%20All%20Words
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to make an application to the Land and Environment Court to make orders. Part 2A does not 
apply to single trees obstructing sunlight to a window of their dwelling or a view from their 
dwelling. 

The court may make orders to remedy, restrain or prevent the severe obstruction of: 

(a)  sunlight to a window of a dwelling situated on the applicant’s land, or 

(b)  any view from a dwelling situated on the applicant’s land, 

if the obstruction occurs as a consequence of trees comprising the hedge that are the subject of 
the application. 

To what trees does the Trees Act apply? 
The Trees Act applies to trees that are on privately owned land in a ‘residential’ or “rural-
residential” zone or in zones called ‘village’, ‘township’, ‘industrial’ or ‘business’ or zones which 
are of the same type as such a zone but may be called a different name.  

Part 2 of the Trees Act also applies to trees on Crown land (for example, schools, public housing 
and hospitals). The Trees Act does place some restrictions on the court dealing with trees on 
Crown land and these can be seen in s 11 of the Trees Act. However, Part 2A of the Trees Act 
does not apply to Crown Land. 

The Trees Act defines a tree as including any woody perennial plant, any plant resembling a tree 
in form and size, and any other plant prescribed by the regulations. This includes shrubs. 
Regulations have been made declaring bamboo and vines to be trees for the purposes of the 
Trees Act. 

Part 2A only applies to groups of 2 or more trees that are planted to form a hedge and that have 
reached a height of at least 2.5 m. It does not apply to single trees. 

The trees must also be situated wholly or principally on land that adjoins your land. That is, the 
tree must be completely or mostly on your neighbour’s land. 

If a tree has caused damage or injury but has since been wholly removed, an application can be 
made under Part 2 for orders to remedy damage to your property or for the payment of 
compensation for damage to the your property. 

If there is a dispute about whether the Trees Act applies to a particular tree, this will be 
determined by the court when dealing with your application. If there is any uncertainty about the 
position of the tree on a boundary and, therefore, whether the Trees Act applies, you may be 
directed to obtain a survey plan showing the location of the tree and of the boundary between the 
properties. 

The Trees Act does not apply to trees on land owned or managed by a local council. 

How can I find out if the Trees Act applies? 
If you want to make an application and you are unsure of the zoning of the land where the tree is 
situated or whether the tree is on public land, you should contact your local council. 

You can find out what is the local council for a suburb or town through a search on the 
Department of Local Government’s website at www.dlg.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/viewtop/inforce/act+126+2006+pt.2-sec.11+0+N
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/
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Your local council can also provide you with the Lot and Deposited Plan numbers you will need to 
complete an application. 

Who can make an application? 
You can make an application only if you are the owner or occupier of the land that adjoins the 
land on which the tree is growing. 

How do I make an application to the court in a tree dispute? 
This information sheet does not contain information about the process of making an application. 
Our website explains in detail the process of making an application to resolve a tree dispute in the 
NSW Land and Environment Court. 

Do I have to negotiate with my neighbour before I go to court? 
The Court cannot make an order unless it is satisfied that you have made a reasonable effort to 
resolve this matter with the owner of the land on which the tree or hedge is situated. 

You should try to resolve the dispute before applying to the Court but you must try to do so before 
the final hearing. 

Urgent applications based on likely injury to persons 
The court has the power to deal with matters quickly if there is a special reason. An example of a 
matter which may need to be dealt with expeditiously is an application based on likelihood of 
injury to persons. 

If you think there is some urgent reason for your application to be dealt with quickly, you should 
set out the reasons in a letter with your application. 

All applications based on likelihood of injury to persons will automatically be considered by the 
court for a shorter period of time for the preliminary hearing and for the final hearing. 

What matters must the court consider? 
Applications concerning damage to property or injury to persons (including applications 
for compensation for damage or for rectification orders) 

You will have to satisfy the court that you have made a reasonable effort to reach agreement with 
the owner and occupier of the land on which the tree is situated and that notice of the application 
has been given (see s 10(1) of the Trees Act. 

You will also have to satisfy the court that the tree concerned has caused, is causing, or is likely in 
the near future to cause, damage to your property or that the tree is likely to cause injury to a 
person. Please note that in many tree cases heard to date, the court has applied a Tree Dispute 
principle (see Yang v Scerri [2007] NSWLEC 592) that considers the appropriate timeframe for 
‘the near future’ is 12 months. 

The court cannot make an order under s 9 of the Trees Act unless the court is satisfied of these 
matters. 

It is very important that you answer all of the relevant questions in the application form and that 
you attach any necessary supporting photographs or documents. The questions in the application 
form cover the matters in the Trees Act listed below. 

http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au/
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Before making a decision on an application, the court must consider the following matters in s 12 
of the Trees Act: 

(a) the location of the tree concerned in relation to the boundary of the land on which the 
tree is situated and any premises, 

(b) whether interference with the tree would, in the absence of section 6 (3), require any 
consent or other authorisation under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 or the Heritage Act 1977 and, if so, whether any such consent or authorisation has 
been obtained, 

(b1) whether interference with the trees would, in the absence of section 25 (t) (Legislative 
exclusions) of the Native Vegetation Act 2003, require approval under that Act, 

(b2) the impact any pruning (including the maintenance of the tree at a certain height, 
width or shape) would have on the tree, 

(b3) any contribution of the tree to privacy, landscaping, garden design, heritage values or 
protection from the sun, wind, noise, smells or smoke or the amenity of the land on which 
it is situated, 

(c) whether the tree has any historical, cultural, social or scientific value, 

(d) any contribution of the tree to the local ecosystem and biodiversity, 

(e) any contribution of the tree to the natural landscape and scenic value of the land on 
which it is situated or the locality concerned, 

(f) the intrinsic value of the tree to public amenity, 

(g) any impact of the tree on soil stability, the water table or other natural features of the 
land or locality concerned, 

(h) if the applicant alleges that the tree concerned has caused, is causing, or is likely in the 
near future to cause, damage to the applicant’s property:  

(i) anything, other than the tree, that has contributed, or is contributing, to any such 
damage or likelihood of damage, including any act or omission by the applicant and the 
impact of any trees owned by the applicant, and 

(ii) any steps taken by the applicant or the owner of the land on which the tree is situated 
to prevent or rectify any such damage, 

(i) if the applicant alleges that the tree concerned is likely to cause injury to any person:  

(i) anything, other than the tree, that has contributed, or is contributing, to any such 
likelihood, including any act or omission by the applicant and the impact of any trees 
owned by the applicant, and 

(ii) any steps taken by the applicant or the owner of the land on which the tree is situated 
to prevent any such injury, 

(j) such other matters as the court considers relevant in the circumstances of the case. 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1979%20AND%20no%3D203&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1979%20AND%20no%3D203&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1977%20AND%20no%3D136&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D2003%20AND%20no%3D103&nohits=y
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Although the court’s processes in tree disputes are largely informal, these are still civil 
proceedings in a court. As a consequence, the onus of proof rests with the applicant to prove the 
facts necessary for the court to make the orders sought. The test is on the balance of 
probabilities. 

Applications concerning hedges that severely obstruct sunlight or views 

You will have to satisfy the court that you have made a reasonable effort to reach agreement with 
the owner and occupier of the land on which the hedge is situated and that notice of the 
application has been given (see s 14E(1) of the Trees Act). 

You will also have to satisfy the court that the trees were planted and were not self-sown and that 
they are 2.5 metres or greater in height. Section 14A(1) of the Trees Act provides: 

This Part applies only to groups of 2 or more trees that: 

(a) are planted (whether in the ground or otherwise) so as to form a hedge, and 

(b) rise to a height of at least 2.5 metres (above existing ground level). 

You will also have to satisfy the court that:  

a. any or all of the trees concerned are severely obstructing sunlight to a window of a 
dwelling on your land and or are severely obstructing a view from a dwelling on your land; 
and 

b. the severity and nature of the obstruction is such that your interest in having the 
obstruction removed, remedied or restrained outweighs any other matters that suggest the 
undesirability of disturbing or interfering with the trees by making an order (see s 14E(2) of 
the Trees Act).  

Section 3 of the Trees Act defines window as: 

window includes a glass sliding door, a door with a window, a skylight and any other 
similar thing. 

The court cannot make an order under s 14D of the Trees Act unless the court is satisfied of 
these matters. 

It is very important that you answer all of the relevant questions in the application form and that 
you attach any necessary supporting photographs or documents. The questions in the application 
form cover the matters listed below. 

In these applications, the court must consider the following matters listed in s 14F of the Trees 
Act: 

(a) the location of the trees concerned in relation to the boundary of the land on which the 
trees are situated and the dwelling the subject of the application, 

(b) whether the trees existed prior to the dwelling the subject of the application (or the 
window or part of the dwelling concerned where the dwelling has been altered or 
added to), 

(c) whether the trees grew to a height of 2.5 m or more during the period that the applicant 
has owned (or occupied) the relevant land, 
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(d) whether interference with the trees would, in the absence of section 6 (3), require any 
consent or other authorisation under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 or the Heritage Act 1977 and, if so, whether any such consent or authorisation 
has been obtained, 

(e) any other relevant development consent requirements or conditions relating to the 
applicant’s land or the land on which the trees are situated,  

(f) whether the trees have any historical, cultural, social or scientific value, 

(g) any contribution of the trees to the local ecosystem and biodiversity, 

(h) any contribution of the trees to the natural landscape and scenic value of the land on 
which it is situated or the locality concerned, 

(i) the intrinsic value of the trees to public amenity, 

(j) any impact of the trees on soil stability, the water table or other natural features of the 
land or locality concerned, 

(k) the impact any pruning (including the maintenance of the tree at a certain height, width 
or shape) would have on the trees, 

(l) any contribution of the trees to privacy, landscaping, garden design, heritage value or 
protection from the sun, wind, noise, smells or smoke or the amenity of the land on 
which it is situated, 

(m) anything, other than the trees, that has contributed, or is contributing, to the 
obstruction, 

(n) any steps taken by the applicant or the owner of the land on which the trees are 
situated to prevent or rectify the obstruction, 

(o) the amount, and number of hours per day, of any sunlight that is lost as a result of the 
obstruction throughout the year and the time of the year during which the sunlight is 
lost, 

(p) whether the trees lose their leaves during certain times of the year and the portion of 
the year that the trees have less or no leaves, 

(q) the nature and extent of any view affected by the obstruction and the nature and extent 
of any remaining view, 

(r) the part of the dwelling the subject of the application from which a view is obstructed or 
to which sunlight is obstructed, 

(s) such other matters as the court considers relevant in the circumstances of the case. 

Again, the onus of proof rests with the applicant to prove the facts necessary for the court to make 
the orders sought. The test is on the balance of probabilities. 

What orders can the court make? 
For applications concerning damage to property or injury to persons 

The court has broad power to make whatever orders it thinks are needed to remedy, restrain or 
prevent damage to property or to prevent injury to any person where the court is satisfied that the 
tree concerned has been, is or is likely in the near future to be the cause (see s 9(1) of the Trees 
Act). 

Section 9(2) of the Trees Act gives specific examples of orders the court may make. The court 
may: 

(a) require the taking of specified action to remedy damage to property, or 
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(b) require the taking of specified action to restrain or prevent damage or, if damage has 
already occurred, further damage, to property, or 

(c) require the taking of specified action to prevent injury to any person, or 

(d) require the making of an application to obtain any consent or other authorisation 
referred to in section 6 (1) (a)#, or  

(e) authorise the applicant concerned to take specified action to remedy, restrain or 
prevent damage or (if damage has already occurred) further damage to property, or 

(f) authorise the applicant concerned to take specified action to prevent injury to any 
person, or 

(g) authorise land to be entered for the purposes of carrying out an order under this 
section (including for the purposes of obtaining quotations for the carrying out of work 
on the land), or 

(h) require the payment of costs associated with carrying out an order under this section, 
or 

(i) require the payment of compensation for damage to property, or 

(j) require the replacement of a tree that the court orders to be removed and for the new 
tree to be maintained to a mature growth. 

If some other law requires you to get permission before anything can be done to the tree about 
which you are applying, section 6(1)(a) of the Trees Act requires that this permission must be 
obtained before anything can be done to the tree.  This does not apply to permission from a local 
council under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (for example, under a tree 
preservation order) or to permission from the Heritage Council under the Heritage Act 1977. 

For applications concerning hedges obstructing sunlight or views 

The court has broad power to make whatever orders it thinks are needed to remedy, restrain or 
prevent the severe obstruction of sunlight to a window of a dwelling situated on the applicant’s 
land or any view from a dwelling situated on the applicant’s land, if the obstruction occurs as a 
consequence of trees that are the subject of the application concerned (see s 14D(1) of the Trees 
Act). 

Section 14D(2) of the Trees Act gives specific examples of orders the court may make with 
respect to hedges. The court may: 

(a) require the taking of specified action to remedy the obstruction of sunlight or of a view, 

(b) require the taking of specified action to restrain or prevent the obstruction of sunlight or 
of a view, 

(c) require the taking of specified action to maintain a tree or trees at a certain height, 
width or shape, 

(d) require the removal of a tree or trees and the replacement of the tree or trees with a 
different species of tree, 

(e) require the making of an application to obtain any consent or other authorisation 
referred to in section 6 (1) (a)#, or  

(f) authorise the applicant concerned to take specified action to remedy, restrain or 
prevent the obstruction of sunlight or of a view, 
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(g) authorise land to be entered for the purposes of carrying out an order under this 
section (including for the purposes of obtaining quotations for the carrying out of work 
on the land),  

(h) require the payment of costs associated with carrying out an order under this section. 

If some other law requires you to get permission before anything can be done to the tree about 
which you are applying, section 6(1)(a) of the Trees Act requires that this permission must be 
obtained before anything can be done to the tree. This does not apply to permission from a local 
council under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (for example, under a tree 
preservation order) or to permission from the Heritage Council under the Heritage Act 1977. 

The court has no power under this section to order the payment of compensation for obstruction 
of sunlight or of a view. 

What if the tree has damaged a dividing fence? 
If the tree has damaged a fence on the boundary between your property and the property where 
the tree is wholly or principally situated and you are seeking an order for rectification of the 
damage to the fence caused by the tree, you can also seek a further order pursuant to s 13A of 
the Dividing Fences Act 1991 concerning any portion of the fence that has not been damaged by 
the tree but that might also require replacement. You should specify any such order in your 
application. 

What if circumstances change? 
If the circumstances concerning the tree change, such as the tree becomes unsafe by reason of a 
storm or fire, you can make another application concerning the same tree. The court will 
determine your new application on the basis of the new circumstances. 

 

 

Reproduced with permission © NSW Land and Environment Court. 
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APPENDIX G – LAND AND ENVIRONMENT COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES: 
PRACTICE NOTE CLASS 2 TREE APPLICATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRACTICE NOTE 

CLASS 2 TREE APPLICATIONS 

 

Commencement 

1. This practice note commences on 13 May 2014. It replaces the Practice Note Class 2 
Tree Applications dated 23 July 2010. 

 
Application of Practice Note 

 
2. This practice note applies to all applications under the Trees (Disputes Between 

Neighbours) Act 2006 (the Trees Act) in Class 2 of the Court’s jurisdiction. 
 
3. Applications subject to this practice note are referred to as “tree applications”. This 

practice note is to be known as Practice Note – Class 2 Tree Applications. 
 

Note: Additional explanatory material about applications under the Trees Act; links to cases 
which may provide guidance about the Court’s processes under the Trees Act; and a range of 
additional material about the Trees Act can be found in the Tree Dispute Practice Collection 
on the Court’s web site (http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au/ accessed through the link to “Tree 
Disputes”). 
 

Purpose of Practice Note 
 

4. The purpose of this practice note is to set out the process leading up to a final hearing 
of a tree application to ensure the just, quick and cheap resolution of tree applications. 
 

Responsibility of parties, legal practitioners and agents to facilitate just, quick 
and cheap resolution 

 
5. It is the responsibility of each party and their legal practitioners and agents (as applicable) 

to consider the orders and directions appropriate to be made in the particular case to 
facilitate the just, quick and cheap resolution of the tree application. 
 
 

http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au/
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Note: The parties will be the applicant and the owner of the land where the tree is situated. In 
addition, the local council and the Heritage Council are entitled to be a party and, if the land 
where the tree is located is tenanted, the tenant is also entitled to be a party if they wish. The Court 
may also direct that other people can be made parties if special circumstances exist making 
this appropriate. 

 
6. If any party reasonably considers that compliance with this practice note will not be possible, 

or will not be conducive to the just, quick and cheap resolution of the tree application, 
the party should apply to be relieved from compliance on the basis that an alternative 
process will be more conducive to such resolution. 

 
7. If an application is made pursuant to paragraph 6, that party is to notify all other parties of 

the proposed alternative process as soon as practicable and is to make available to 
the Court a short document reflecting that alternative process. 
 

8. Parties are to ensure that all directions which they seek with respect to tree applications 
will assist in enabling such applications to be dealt with at the final hearing with as little 
formality and technicality, and as quickly as the requirements of the Trees Act and of 
every other relevant enactment and as the proper consideration of the matters before 
the Court permits (see s 38 of the Land and Environment Court Act 1979). 

 
Legal practitioners and agents of parties to be prepared at any hearing 

 
9. Each party not appearing in person shall be represented at any hearing before the Court 

by a legal practitioner or duly authorised agent familiar with the subject matter of the 
proceedings and with instructions sufficient to enable all appropriate orders and directions 
to be made. 

 
Making a tree application concerning damage to property or injury to a person 

 
10. Application under s 7 of the Trees Act concerning damage to property or likelihood of injury 

to a person is to be made on the Tree Dispute Application form [Form C (version 2)] 
and accompanied by a completed Tree Dispute Claim Details (damage to property or 
injury to a person) form [Form H (version 1)]. 

 
Making a tree application concerning high hedges 

 
11. Application under s 14B of the Trees Act concerning severe obstruction of sunlight 

and/or views by hedges is to be made on the Tree Dispute Application form [Form C 
(version 2)] and accompanied by a completed Tree Dispute Claim Details (high hedges) 
form [Form G (version 1)]. 

 
Note: The application form and claim details forms for applications under the Trees Act can be found 
in the Court Forms section on the Court’s web site http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au/ accessed 
through the link “Forms & Fees”. 

Before the preliminary hearing 
 

12. Tree applications will be given a date, time and place for a preliminary hearing which 
corresponds with the next available preliminary hearing after the expiry of the statutory 
period of 21 days for service of the tree application. This will usually be 4 to 6 weeks 
after filing of the tree application. The preliminary hearing will usually be before a 
Registrar of the Court. 

 

http://www.lec.justice.nsw.gov.au/
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13. Tree applications are to be served on the owner of the land on which the tree is situated 
(and any other person or organisation specified by the Court at the time of lodgment) 
at least 21 days before the date of the preliminary hearing.  

 Notes: 
 

(a) Parties may apply to the Court for an early preliminary or final hearing of the proceedings if 
appropriate – see paragraph 25 below. 
 

(b) An applicant may also apply for a later date for the preliminary hearing if the applicant 
demonstrates that service cannot be achieved within the time required. The Court may also 
extend the period if circumstances, such as public holidays, make it appropriate that a longer 
period be allowed for parties to take the action required by this practice note before or by 
the return of the proceedings. 

 
At the preliminary hearing of tree applications 

 
14. At the preliminary hearing of all tree applications, the parties should expect that the usual 

directions set out in Schedule A will be made to prepare for the final hearing of the tree 
application including setting a timetable for exchange of relevant information prior to the 
final hearing date. 

 
15. When a tree application is made seeking an order to prevent injury to any person 

and the “injury” is an illness, allergy or similar medical condition, the supplementary 
directions set out in Schedule B will be made concerning evidence in such cases. 

 
16. A final hearing date will also be set for the tree application and this final hearing date will 

usually be not more than 6 weeks after the preliminary hearing. 
 
17. Parties may also propose alternative directions if they have a reasonable basis for 

considering that alternative directions will better facilitate the just, quick and cheap 
resolution of the tree application. If alternative directions are proposed, the party seeking 
those directions is to notify all other parties before the preliminary hearing and ensure that 
a document setting out the proposed alternative directions has been provided to the other 
parties and is available to be handed to the Court at the preliminary hearing. 

 
18. The parties are to inform the Court whether there is any reason for not holding the final 

hearing for tree applications concerning damage to property or likelihood of injury to 
persons at the site where the tree is located. 

 
19. If any party seeks to raise an issue of fact or law that it contends precludes or demands 

the determination of the tree application in a particular way or otherwise seeks to have 
any issue dealt with separately before the final hearing, then the party raising that issue is 
to identify it and provide a document setting out the issue and the reasons why it should 
be dealt with separately to the other parties and to the Court not less than 2 days prior 
to the preliminary hearing. 

 
20. A Judge will deal with any application for separate determination of such an issue on 

the day of the preliminary hearing or at a separate hearing shortly after the preliminary 
hearing. However, the presiding Registrar at the preliminary hearing may still fix a date 
for the final hearing of the tree application. 

 
21. The parties are to be sufficiently prepared at the preliminary hearing to assist the Court 

in making, and to be able to accept, a timetable up to and including the final hearing. 
 
22. Legal practitioners and other representatives of the parties are to advise the parties of 
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their obligation to be ready to agree to a timetable up to and including the final hearing 
and are to obtain full and timely instructions to ensure the parties comply with this 
obligation. 

 
Final hearings of tree applications 

 
23. The Court will usually allocate a maximum of three hours for the final hearing of tree 

applications (whether under Part 2 for damage to property or likelihood of injury to any 
person or Part 2A for hedges) on the day set for that hearing. These hearings will 
commence (and usually be finalised) on site on that day. 

 
24. If the hearing is unable to be finalised on site or needs a further hearing date, the matter 

will continue as a court hearing at the Land and Environment Court at 225 Macquarie 
Street, Sydney or at an available, nearby Local Court courthouse. 

 
Applications for an early preliminary hearing or final hearing 

 
25. Any party may make an application for an early hearing of a tree application. Early 

hearings can be sought for either the preliminary hearing or the final hearing or both. 
Any such application must be in writing and supported with a short statement setting out 
the reasons in support of having an early hearing. Any such application must be given to 
the other parties as well as to the Court. Applications for an early hearing may be dealt 
with by the Court “on the papers” after telephone consultation with all parties or by a quick 
hearing on the application [such a hearing may be conducted by telephone to avoid the 
need for the parties attending at the Court]. 

 
Notification if breach of the Court’s directions 

 
26. If there is any significant breach of the Court’s directions, including a breach sufficient 

to cause slippage in a timetable, the parties must promptly, by e-mail communication or 
fax to the Registrar, notify the Registrar of the breach. The Registrar may require the 
parties to attend before the Court if it is considered that the reasons for the breach 
are not adequately explained in that e-mail communication or facsimile or if the breach 
might materially affect the timetable. Parties are reminded that where the conduct of 
either party unnecessarily or unreasonably increases the number of appearances in Court, 
that party may be at risk of the making of a costs order against them. 

 
Applications to vary the Court’s directions 

 
27. Any party to a tree application may apply to the Court to vary the Court’s directions, 

including the timetable leading to the final hearing or the date fixed for the final hearing. 
Any application to vary the Court’s directions must be in writing setting out the changes 
proposed and the reasons for them. The person making such an application must provide 
a copy of the application to the other party, the relevant local council and to the Court. 

 
28. Applications to vary an existing timetable may be dealt with by the Court “on the papers” 

after telephone consultation with all parties or by a quick hearing on the application [such 
a hearing may be conducted by telephone to avoid the need for the parties attending at 
the Court]. 
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Liberty to approach the Court 
 

29. Parties have liberty to approach the Court without a notice of motion on two working 
days’ notice or earlier if urgency requires. A party seeking to make urgent application 
should, if possible, make prior arrangement with, or give appropriate notice to, any 
other party, and should send an e-mail communication or fax to the Registrar. 

 
Amendments to tree applications 

 
30. An applicant requires permission from the Court to amend a tree application. 

 

31. Any application to amend is to be in writing and accompanied by a short statement in 
support explaining the reasons for seeking permission to amend. Applications to amend 
may be dealt with by the Court “on the papers” after telephone consultation with all 
parties or by a quick hearing on the application [such a hearing may be conducted by 
telephone to avoid the need for the parties attending at the Court] or during either the 
preliminary hearing or the final hearing of the tree application. 

 
Applications to change hearing dates and for adjournments 

 
32. Tree applications will not be adjourned generally. If a tree application is to be adjourned, 

it will be adjourned to a specific date, time and place that will be notified to the parties 
by the Court. 

 
33. Tree applications usually will not be adjourned because of failure to comply with this 

practice note or Court directions or because of lack of preparedness for any attendance 
before the Court. If failure to comply or lack of preparedness nevertheless does cause 
the adjournment of the proceedings, the defaulting parties or legal practitioners may be 
ordered to pay costs. 

 
34. Applications to change hearing dates fixed by the Court are to be in writing, with a 

statement in support explaining the circumstances of the application and the reasons the 
hearing date should be changed. Applications to change a hearing may be dealt with 
by the Court “on the papers” after telephone consultation with all parties or by a quick 
hearing on the application [such a hearing may be conducted by telephone to avoid 
the need for the parties attending at the Court]. 

 
Applications for final orders by consent of parties 

 
35. If the parties settle the dispute and its resolution does not require the Court to make any 

orders under the Trees Act, the applicant is to file a notice of discontinuance of the 
tree application signed by all parties. 

 
36. If the parties settle the dispute and its resolution does require the Court to make 

orders under the Trees Act, it will be necessary for the Court to determine the tree 
application rather than filing terms of agreement with the Court registry. The parties 
are to exercise the liberty to approach the Court (under paragraph 29 above) and 
request that the application for final orders by consent be listed for determination by the 
Court. The parties are to file the proposed consent orders signed by all parties before 
the date fixed by the Court for hearing and determining the application for final orders by 
consent. 
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37. At the hearing of the application for final orders by consent the parties will be required 
to present such evidence as is necessary to allow the Court to determine whether it is 
lawful and appropriate to make the consent final orders. 

 
38. For a tree application concerning damage to property or likelihood of injury to a person, 

the Court will need to be satisfied that at least one of the jurisdictional tests in section 
10(2) of the Trees Act is met. In addition, the Court will have regard to the matters in 
sections 9, 10 and 12 of the Trees Act. 

 
39. For a tree application concerning severe obstruction of sunlight and/or to a view, the 

Court will need to be satisfied that sections 14A(1) and 14E(1) and at least one of the 
jurisdictional tests in section 14E(2) of the Trees Act are met. In addition, the Court will 
have regard to the matters in sections 14D and 14F of the Trees Act. 

 
40. It is also likely that no final order by consent for interference with or removal of a tree will 

be made without an inspection of the tree. 
 
Expert evidence 

 
41. Parties are encouraged to consider whether expert evidence is genuinely necessary to 

resolve the issues in dispute in tree applications. Unnecessary expert evidence 
substantially increases the time and cost of hearings. 

 
42. In this context, parties are to pay regard to the Court’s usual practice that tree applications 

are fixed, whenever possible, for final hearing before at least one Commissioner who is 
an arborist. If the Court is not able to list a Commissioner who is an arborist for the final 
hearing of such applications, if time and circumstances permit, the Court will notify the 
parties of this fact. A Commissioner who is an arborist may not be required to be 
listed for tree applications seeking compensation for damage only. 

 
43. Where expert evidence is proposed to be considered at a final hearing, the Court 

usually accepts that evidence in written form and does not require attendance of the 
expert, unless attendance is required by another party (see paragraph 51 below). 

 
44. It is not the role of any expert to express an opinion whether a tree application should be 

granted or dismissed. Expert opinions in reports and joint reports are to deal with the 
relevant issues raised by the parties. Any other matter relevant to the expert’s expertise, 
which the expert feels obliged to draw to the attention of the parties and the Court, may 
also be noted. 

 
45. An expert and the expert’s report are to comply with the requirements of Division 2 

of Pt 31 of the Uniform Civil Procedure Rules 2005 and the Expert Witness Code of 
Conduct in Schedule 7 of the Uniform Civil Procedure Rules. 

 
46. An expert witness should identify any pre-existing relationship between the expert 

witness, or their firm or company, and a party to the application. 
 

47. If experts are directed by the Court to confer, experts are to ensure that their joint 
conference is a genuine dialogue between experts in a common effort to reach agreement 
with the other expert witness about the relevant facts and issues. Any joint report is to 
be a product of this genuine dialogue and is not to be a mere summary or compilation of 
the pre-existing positions of the experts. 

 
48. Legal representatives and parties to the application are not to attend joint conferences of 
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experts or be involved in the preparation of joint reports without permission being given by 
the Court. 

 
49. Where expert evidence from more than one expert in the same discipline is to be given 

at the final hearing, the experts will give such evidence concurrently (subject to any order 
to the contrary by the presiding Court member hearing the tree application). 

 
50. The Court expects legal practitioners and experts to work together to implement this 

practice note in a practical and sensible way which ensures that it achieves its intended 
purpose. 

 

Witnesses required for cross-examination 
 

51. If a party requires any expert or other witness for cross-examination, notice is to be given 
at least 5 working days before the final hearing. 

 
Non compliance and costs 

 
52. If a breach of the Court’s directions or of this practice note causes costs to be thrown 

away, a party, legal practitioner or agent responsible for the breach may be ordered to pay 
those costs. 

 
53. The cost of unnecessary photocopying and assembly of documents is unacceptable. 

Legal practitioners and agents for the parties are to consider carefully the documents 
necessary to be provided to the Court during any hearing of a tree application. 
Unnecessary documents may attract adverse costs orders. 

 
54. Any failure by one party to comply with the Court’s directions will not be considered an 

adequate excuse for any failure to comply by the other party. Both parties are responsible 
for ensuring that they comply with directions. 

 
Applications for a cost order 

 
55. Where a Commissioner has heard and determined a tree application, any party seeking 

an order for costs of the proceedings must apply for costs by notice of motion filed within 
28 days of the final orders in the proceedings. 

 
Note: Pt 3 r 3.7 of the Land and Environment Court Rules 2007 provides that for proceedings in 
Class 2 of the Court’s jurisdiction, including tree applications, the Court “is not to make an order for 
the payment of costs unless the Court considers that the making of an order as to the whole or any 
part of the costs is fair and reasonable in the circumstances”: Pt 3 r 3.7(2). Some of the 
circumstances in which the Court might consider the making of a costs order to be fair and 
reasonable are listed in Pt 3 r 3.7(3). 

56. The notice of motion for costs will be heard and determined by either the Registrar 
or a Judge of the Court. 

 

The Honourable Justice Brian J Preston 
Chief Judge 

13 May 2014 
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Schedule A 

Usual directions on the preliminary hearing for tree applications [blanks will be 
completed at the preliminary hearing, relevant directions ticked and directions not needed 
will be crossed out]. 

1 Time and place of final hearing 
(a) The matter is fixed for an on-site hearing/a court hearing commencing 

on site on [date]……………………..at ……………………. am/pm. 
(b) The hearing will continue in Court at [location] 

………………………………………………. at ………. am/pm; 
2 Notice of appearance 

The applicant’s legal representative/respondent’s legal 
representative/respondent is to lodge a Notice of Appearance with the Court 
and give a copy to the respondent/applicant, by 4.30pm on 
…………………………… 

3 Service of directions 
(a) The applicant is to serve a copy of these directions on the respondent 

and on the local council by 4.30 pm on ……………………………; 
(b) The applicant is to serve a copy of these directions on the Heritage 

Council of NSW by 4.30 pm on ……………………………; 

4 Proof of service 
The applicant is to file with the Court a statutory declaration or an affidavit of 
service demonstrating service of the tree application and/or compliance with 
direction 3 for service of directions by 4:30 pm on……………………………. 

5 Issue of subpoenas to produce documents 
Leave is granted to all parties to issue subpoenas to produce documents by 
Not later than ……………………………..with such subpoenas to be 
Returnable before the Court not later than ………………………….. 

6 Applicant’s evidence 
The applicant is to file with the Court and serve a copy on the respondent, 
the local council and the Heritage Council of NSW, by 4.30pm on 
……………………………, any further statements, reports, affidavits, 
photographs or any other documents upon which the applicant intends to 
rely at the hearing; 

 
Note: When an application is made for an order to prevent injury to any 
person and the “injury” is an illness, allergy or similar medical condition, 
specific supplementary directions [see Schedule B] will be made concerning 
evidence in such cases. 

7 For all Part 2 claims seeking orders for compensation for damage to 
property or orders to rectify damage to property, the applicant’s documents 
provided pursuant to direction 6 are to provide details of: 

 
• when and how the damage was brought to the attention of the 

respondent including copies of any correspondence (if this information 
has not been provided as part of the application); and 

• the basis of any amount claimed for past damage (including all relevant 
receipts and/or invoices) and any quotations for proposed works which 
the applicant requests the Court to require to be undertaken (whether 
such proposed works are to the applicant’s property or to the property 
where the tree is located); 
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8 In addition to the deadline in direction 6 for the applicant to provide further 
material, the applicant may file with the Court and serve a copy on the 
respondent, the local council and the Heritage Council of NSW, by 4.30pm 
on ……………………………, any documents produced in response to a 
subpoena, on which the applicant intends to rely at the hearing; 

9 Respondent’s evidence and alternative orders 
The respondent is to file with the Court and serve a copy on the applicant, 
the local council and the Heritage Council of NSW, by 4.30pm on 
………………any statements, reports, affidavits, photographs or any 
other documents (including subpoenaed documents) upon which the 
Respondent intends to rely at the hearing; 

10 The respondent is to file with the Court and serve a copy on the applicant, 
the local council and the Heritage Council of NSW, by 4.30pm on 
……………………………, any order pursuant to s 9 and/or s 14D of the 
Trees (Disputes Between Neighbours) Act 2006 or pursuant to s 13A of the 
Dividing Fences Act 1991 which the respondent proposes as an alternative 
to or in addition to the orders sought by the applicant; 
 

11 Local Council’s Evidence 
The Local council is to file with the Court and to serve on the applicant, the  
respondent and the Heritage Council of NSW, by 4:30pm on 
……………………………., any statements, reports, affidavits, photographs  
or any other documents upon which the local council intends to rely at the  
hearing. 

12 Heritage Council’s evidence 
The Heritage Council of NSW is to file with the Court and serve on the applicant, 
the respondent and the local council, by 4.30 pm on 
……………………………, any statements, reports, affidavits, photographs  
or any other documents upon which the Heritage Council intends to rely at  
the hearing; 

13 Access for Inspections 
The parties are to permit access to their property by the other party and the  
legal representatives and expert advisors of the other party, the local 
council or the Heritage Council of NSW, provided that access is on 
reasonable notice (given to the party’s legal representative or, if the party  
does not have a legal representative, direct to the party) and at a  
reasonable time. The parties are permitted to supervise any such access. 

14 Expert Evidence 

(a) Any expert giving written or oral evidence on behalf of a party, the  
local council or the Heritage Council of NSW is to be advised that: 
1. Any expert engaged to give opinion evidence in these  

proceedings has an overriding duty to assist the Court  
impartially on matters relevant to the expert's area of  
expertise; 

2. Such expert witness's paramount duty is to the Court and not  
to the person retaining the expert; and 

3. Such expert witness is not an advocate for the party who has  
engaged that expert; 

(b) Any written expert evidence is to include acknowledgement that the expert  
has read and agrees to be bound by the Expert Witness Code of Conduct  
in Schedule 7 of the Uniform Civil Procedure Rules 2005 

15 Witnesses required for cross examination 
If a party, the local council or the Heritage Council of NSW requires any  
expert or any other witness for cross-examination, notice is to be given at 
least 5 working days before the final hearing. 
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16 Liberty to re-list 
Each party has the liberty to re-list the matter before the Court on two days 
Notice to the other party, the Court, the local council and the Heritage  
Council of NSW. 
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Schedule B 

Supplementary directions for an order to prevent injury to any person and the “injury” 
is an illness, allergy or similar medical condition. 

□ 1. Further to direction 6 of the principal directions in this matter, the 
applicant is to provide, by the close of business on 
……………………………, any statement of medical or arboricultural 
evidence and any supporting medical or arboricultural peer reviewed 
literature relied upon in support of a claim that a tree which is the 
subject of the application is a “likely cause of injury to any person”; 

□ 2. Any expert evidence concerning matters contained in 1 above is to 
include acknowledgement that the expert has read and agrees to be 
bound by the Expert Witness Code of Conduct in Schedule 7 of the 
Uniform Civil Procedure Rules 2005. 

 

 

Reproduced with permission © NSW Land and Environment Court. 
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APPENDIX H - DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – TREE REFERRAL 
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Objective 
To assess DA tree referrals with a quality response in 10 
working days. 

Background 
Customer is the DA Planners, they value quick turnaround 
time and accurate, quality advice/knowledge. 

Owner Maintenance Coordinator -Parks 

Expert Tree Management Planner 

5.0  Write assessment report 
Tree Management Officer 

 
a Write up Tree Assessment Report with 
recommendations. 

BCC_LandscapeMemoV4.docx 

BCC_LandscapeStandardConditionsV4_4.docx 

b Provide hard copy report and drawings to Tree Manage- 
ment Planner for review 

Street Tree Planting S-201/S-202 

c Any contencious issues are to be discussed with Main- 
tenance Coordinator Parks and any relevant others

 

  

 
1.0  Receive Development Application 

Tree Management Planner 
 

a Enter details on Tree Referral Spreadsheet. 

b Review documents 

c Checks all details and drawings required. (FTQ 40%) 

NOTE   What if there is missing information? 

d Assess complexity of assessment using Nearmap and 
DA information. 

e Allocate work to team members. 

NOTE   What if it is a complex issue? 
 

2.0  Plan inspection 
Tree Management Officer 

 
a Update Tree Referral spreadsheet 

b Plan work geographically 

c Check Previous Incident Register 

6.0  Review Report 
Tree Management Planner 

 
a Review report and send comments/feedback to Tree 

Management Officer. 
 

 

 
7.0  Complete report 

Tree Management Officer 
 

a Update report with any required changes from Tree 
Management Planner. 

b Provide hard copy report to Tree Management Planner. 

c  Update spreadsheet 

d Email report to Planners and cc Admin Officer. 

e Provide hard copy report to Admin Officer for return to 
Development Services. 

 

 

3.0  Inspect site 
Tree Management Officer 

 
a Visit site and inspect. 

b Update spreadsheet 

NOTE What if site access issues? (dogs, gender issues, 
etc..) 

NOTE  What if inaccurate information on plans/drawings? 

NOTE What if an Environmentally Endangered Community 
(EEC) issue identified on the site? 

NOTE   FTQ 75% complete. 
 

 
4.0  Assess for material constraints 

Tree Management Officer 
 

a Where the tree may present a material constraint on pro- 
posed development phone the Planner to discuss issue. 
(50% of the time) 

b Confirm outcome of discussion via email with Planner. 

NOTE   What if no material constraint? 

TreeAZ 
http://www.treeaz.com/ 

Procedure 

Summary 

http://www.treeaz.com/
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