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Expert Witness Statement 210 Stanley Street,
Amendment C258 West Melbourne

parts of Roden Street north of the Stanley Street. This creates a situation whereby
the environs of the subject site can be said to be physically cut off from the more
intact parts of HO3.

It is apparent from the analysis above that there is little to differentiate the
streetscape within which the subject site is located from adjoining streetscapes
outside of HO3. East of Adderley Street, Stanley Street contains a similar
proportion of postwar and modern industrial buildings and a smaller number of
isolated pre-war factories. Also lying just outside of HO3, Rosslyn Street contains
two modest interwar factories flanked by modern buildings — much like the
situation that occurs in the immediate environs of 210 Stanley Street, albeit that
the interwar factories on Rosslyn Street are more intact and more architecturally

interesting than the building on the subject site.

Figurd1 The interwar factory buildings at 260 and 252 Rosslyn Street, West Melbourne (both

outside of HO3).

Having regard for the above, Amendment C258 should be taken as an opportunity
to reconsider or comment upon the boundaries of HO3 to at least exclude the north
side of Stanley Street, and potentially a larger area including much of the western
end of Roden Street. This area is located on the periphery of HO3 and is of such
low integrity that it can reasonably be excluded from the precinct without adverse
impact on its significance, character and appearance of the broader HO area. The
subject building cannot be said to make a meaningful contribution to the heritage
character of HO3 given that stands in a streetscape of such low integrity as to be
largely devoid of the attributes for which the precinct is valued. As such, a
contributory grading is not warranted for 210 Stanley Street.

It may also be appropriate within the context of Amendment G258 to question why
there is no declared intent to correct the mapping error that has HO471 applying
to the subject site instead of 138-140 Stanley Street (as per Figure 9 above). The
exhibited G258 HO maps do not show HO471 deleted from the subject site.
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Conclusion

In summary, the subject building at 210 Stanley Street is of only the most moderate
architectural distinction and makes only a limited contribution to its streetscape
which is, in any case, no longer intact or of substantial heritage value. The
streetscape itself is not of sufficient interest to warrant retention within HO3, such
that the boundaries of the precinct should be reconsidered, at least in so far as they

apply to the subject site and adjoining parts of Stanley Street.

If the boundaries of HO3 are to remain unaltered, the subject site should be
ungraded, as was originally the case, or be identified as a ‘non-contributory’
building, the status most directly equivalent to the D3 grading that was

recommended in the more recent review by Butler.
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Bryce Raworth has worked with issues relating to heritage and conservation since the mid-1980s, and
has specialised in this area since establishing his own consultant practice in 1991. Bryce Raworth Pty
Ltd, Conservation®*Urban Design, provides a range of heritage services, including the assessment of
the significance of particular sites, preparation of conservation analyses and management plans, design
and/or restoration advice for interventions into significant buildings, and detailed advice regarding the
resolution of technical problems relating to deteriorating or damaged building fabric.

From 2004-2011 Raworth was a member of the Official Establishments Trust, which advises on the
conservation and improvement of Admiralty House and Kirribilli House in Sydney and Government
House and The Lodge in Canberra. As a member of the former Historic Buildings Council in Victoria,
sitting on the Council's permit, planning and community relations committees, Raworth has been
involved with the registration and permit processes for many registered historic buildings. In 1996 he
was appointed an alternate member of the new Heritage Council, the successor the Historic Buildings
Council, and in 1998 was made a full member. At present he provides regular advice to architects and
private owners on technical, architectural and planning issues relative to the conservation and adaptation
of historic buildings, and is occasionally called upon to provide expert advice before the VCAT. He is
currently the conservation consultant for the cities of Kingston, Frankston and Stonnington.

Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd has prepared conservation plans for a number of registered historic buildings,
including Walter Burley Griffin's Essendon Incinerator. The company's experience with institutional
buildings has led to preparation of consetvation plans for the Mac.Robertson Girls' High School,
Castlemaine Gaol, ] Ward, Ararat, the former Russell Street Police Headquarters, Ballarat State Offices,
Camberwell Court House, Shepparton Court House and the Mont Park asylum precinct.

With respect to historic precincts, the company has provided detailed advice towards the resolution of
heritage issues along the Upfield railway line. The company is currently contributing to redevelopment
plans for the former Coburg Prisons Complex (comprising Pentridge Prison and the Metropolitan
Prison) and the former Albion Explosives Factory, Maribyrnong. In 1993 Bryce Raworth led a
consultant team which reviewed the City of Melbourne's conservation data and controls for the CBD,
and in 1997 Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd revised the former City of South Melbourne Conservation Study
with respect to the area within the present City of Melbourne.

In recent years Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd has also provided documentation and advice during
construction on the restoration of a number of key registered and heritage overlay buildings, including
the Ebenezer Mission church and outbuildings, Antwerp; the former MMTB Building, Bourke Street
West, Melbourne; the former Martin & Pleasance Building, 178 Collins Street, Melbourne; the former
Uniting Church, Howe Crescent, South Melbourne; Heide I & II, Heide Museum of Modern Art,
Bulleen; Melbourne Grammar School, South Yarra; various guard towers and other buildings, Pentridge
Prison, Coburg; and Coriyule Homestead, Curlewis.
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