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Disclaimer 

This report is provided for information and it does not purport to be complete. While care has been taken to ensure 

the content in the report is accurate, we cannot guarantee is without flaw of any kind. There may be errors and 

omissions or it may not be wholly appropriate for your particular purposes. In addition, the publication is a snapshot 

in time based on historic information which is liable to change. The City of Melbourne accepts no responsibility and 

disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any information 

contained in this report. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Cycling is an increasingly important choice of transport. It takes pressure off the public transport system, reduces 

congestion and noise and is non-polluting. Over 50 per cent of residents in the City of Melbourne own a bike, and 

for a relatively low investment in infrastructure and programs, all levels of government can encourage people to 

invest in their own mode of transport for a relatively low cost. 

About 146,000
1
 trips are taken by bike on a weekday within the municipality and we want to increase the mode 

share by bike to about 200,000 or seven per cent of total trips in the City of Melbourne by 2020 to meet our targets 

of 10 per cent cycling mode share by 2030. 

The purpose of this draft plan is to highlight the contribution that people riding bikes make to the municipality, while 

laying out a practical action plan to further connect the cityôs bicycle network and encourage even more people to 

ride a bike. This draft plan establishes principles for planning bicycle infrastructure in the city including safety, 

access for all abilities, planning for future growth, creating bicycle-friendly environments, and comfort and 

convenience for people to take up riding, or ride more frequently.  

This plan emphasises the importance of collaboration with the Victorian Government as a means of achieving our 

goals and targets. In particular it supports four strategic cycling corridors, routes in local suburbs, reducing speed 

limits and improving the separation from traffic and car doors to enhance safety outcomes for people riding bikes.  

The draft Bicycle Plan 2016-2020 actions focus on: 

Planning for people to ride bikes 

¶ working with government to incorporate cycling into future growth and transport projects 

¶ amending the Melbourne Planning Scheme to make the municipality more bike-friendly 

A connected bicycle network and facilities 

¶ supporting the Victorian Government to connect four cycling corridors 

¶ making it easier for people to ride in their local communities 

¶ an increasing level of service for each bicycle project 

A safe and encouraging environment 

¶ increasing separation, lowering speed limits and building safer intersections 

¶ safety and education programs for children, parents, and new residents 

Measuring our success 

¶ sharing evidence with the community to continuously improve our work. 

¶ feedback from the community that more people would cycle more often if they were supported by high level, 
safe infrastructure, improved facilities and route connectivity. 

                                                             

1
 City of Melbourne 2012 
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A CYCLING CITY 

Introduction 

More people in Melbourne are cycling than ever before. Building on the achievements of the previous bicycle plan, 

this draft Bicycle Plan 2016-2020 aims to encourage even more people to ride and to create a safe environment for 

them to do so. This draft bicycle plan includes a comprehensive program of actions on many of Melbourneôs busy 

bike routes and also provides a renewed focus on local bike routes to cater for neighbourhood-scale trips, such as 

those to schools and shops ï making it possible for cycling to become a logical and easy choice for the community. 

More people on bikes means a more active and healthier population who are able to enjoy a cleaner and less 

congested city. 

It is widely recognised that cycling has many benefits ï ranging from social and economic to health and 

environmental. This plan is the next step in helping more people to realise those benefits. It sets out a series of 

actions that will help to deliver the targets for increased participation in cycling set out in Melbourneôs Transport 

Strategy
2
. The actions in this plan also include a commitment to work with and support the Victorian Government 

on a number of strategic cycling corridors linking central Melbourne. 

Figure 1: People on bikes crossing Princes Bridge at night (Photo by William Watt) 

 

We will continue to build and upgrade bicycle routes that complete the network.  Priority will be given to addressing 

gaps that will provide an improved service for the greatest number of existing and potential riders. In collaboration 

with VicRoads, we will continue to develop innovative solutions to existing problem areas.  

The key driver of this plan is to meet demand from cyclists and at the same time recognise that there is also latent 

demand. That is, more people would cycle more often if they were supported by high level, safe infrastructure, 

improved facilities and route connectivity.  

                                                             

2
 City of Melbourne 2012 
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A connected city 

The City of Melbourne is committed to creating a cycling city. The Council Plan 2013-2017 goal for a connected city 

states that: 

We manage movement in and around our growing city to help people trade, meet, participate and move about 

safely and easily, enabling our community to access all the services and opportunities the municipality offers
3
. 

This draft Bicycle Plan 2016-2020 is an action plan for on-ground implementation of our strategic vision and goals 

for a connected city.  

 

                                                             

3
 Council Plan 2013-2017, Goal 6, A Connected City 
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Vision 

Make Melbourne a cycling city
4
 

Goals 

The goals of the plan are to: 

¶ plan for future growth that includes high quality bicycle infrastructure 

¶ deliver a connected network for people of all ages and abilities to ride bikes 

¶ increase bicycle-friendly facilities to make it easy to travel by bike and park 

¶ deliver a safer environment for people to ride bikes  

¶ encourage more people to take up riding or ride more frequently 

¶ evaluate changes, manage data and continuously improve our performance. 

Targets 

By 2020: 

¶ transport infrastructure projects will include facilities or viable alternatives for people riding bikes 

¶ short and medium term actions for four cycling corridors will be complete 

¶ the community is connected to schools, shops and community facilities by local neighbourhood routes 

¶ bicycle parking will be increased by 800 in key public locations and planning for large scale, safe parking 
facilities at transport hubs will be progressed 

¶ bicycle maintenance stations will be available at entrances to the city 

¶ 10 per cent reduction in the amount of fatalities and serious injury crashes relative to the number of people 
riding bikes per year 

¶ one in four vehicles entering the central city in the morning peak will be bicycles 

                                                             

4
 Key direction of City of Melbourne Transport Strategy 2012 
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¶ seven per cent of total trips to, within and from the City of Melbourne will be made by bike to meet our targets 
of 10 per cent cycling mode share by 2030

5
. 

Figure 2: Mode share targets from City of Melbourne Transport Strategy 

 

¶ provide open data and complete a Bicycle Account in 2017 and 2019. 

Summary of achievements 

The Bicycle Plan 2012-2016 connected missing links in the bicycle network through the central city with a particular 

focus on increasing the separation on key bicycle routes to encourage people of all ages and abilities to ride.  

Since the previous plan was endorsed in 2012 we have strengthened links and provided safer on-road 

environments on La Trobe Street, Princes Bridge, St Kilda Road, Elizabeth, Exhibition and Clarendon streets. We 

have worked with partners to improve Melbourneôs key off-road route, the Capital City Trail at Morell Bridge, Jim 

Stynes Bridge and through improved way-finding and lighting. Bicycle parking has been increased in key locations 

throughout the city with groups of bicycles hoops being strategically placed close to retail, public entertainment, 

community and educations centres. 

There has been a decrease in crashes per 10,000 cyclists by 20 percent and an increase in the total number of 

people riding bicycles. Over the life of the last plan, bicycles as a percentage of vehicles coming into the central city 

in the morning peak has grown from 11 per cent in March 2012 to 17 per cent in 2015. On key routes the 

percentages were even higher.  

Table 1: Bicycles as a percentage of vehicles travelling to the central city in the morning peak (March 2015) 

St Kilda Road Royal Parade Rathdowne Street Footscray Road Yarra Trail 

30% 35% 31% 16% Off-road 

512 bikes an hour 891 bikes an hour 715 bikes an hour 534 bikes an hour 1147 bikes an hour 

                                                             

5
 Key direction of City of Melbourne Transport Strategy 2012 
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Why and where people cycle 

Residents of the City of Melbourne take a high proportion of their cycling trips for the purpose of transport (68 per 

cent)
6
. Cycling is a preferred way to get to work and make quick and convenient trips around the city for many. 

RiderLog
7
 data shows the routes for people traveling through the City of Melbourne for the purpose of transport. 

Popular routes include Royal Parade, Canning Street, Rathdowne Street, La Trobe Street Macarthur Street, 

Swanston Street, and St Kilda Road.  Large numbers of people use off-road routes to access the city including 

Footscray Road and the Main Yarra Trail.  

Figure 3: Trips by bicycle in the City of Melbourne 2015 

 

                                                             

6
 CDM Research, 2015 

7
 RiderLog app, Bicycle Network Victoria 
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The cycling community 

The City of Melbourne engages with the cycling community through twice yearly bicycle forums. Our customer 

focused approach means that the community can always provide feedback about bicycle related projects and 

programs. Key community stakeholders Bicycle Network Victoria and the Melbourne Bicycle Users Group (MBUG) 

are active in discussing improvements in the municipality for their members.  

Community input was sought to shape this draft Bicycle Plan 2016-2020. Over 7000 contributions were received 

that provided information on what people liked about riding a bike in Melbourne and issues and ideas that could be 

incorporated as actions into this plan. The circle size shows the amount of activity (spots, comments and supports) 

by spot type in Figure 4. The 20 locations that received the most comments and the top 10 locations people liked 

are listed in Appendix 1. 

Figure 4: Heat map of bike related issues, ideas and likes 

 

 














































































































































