W12A Landfill History
1969
to
1972

Select Location

• L ong term solid waste disposal planning
began; identified location for new landfill
(W12) in the former Township of Westminster,
one concession north of where the current
landfill was approved.

1973

• L ondon files an application for the landfill
with Ministry of Environment and Climate
Change (MOECC).

• S ubsurface investigations determined lands
not favourable for landfill development, so the
site was shifted one concession to the south,
referred to as W12A.

• E nvironmental Hearing Board held a public
hearing and approved the application.

1974

Planning Approvals

• T he Ontario Environmental Hearing Board
(OMB) held a public hearing regarding
planning and zoning of the proposed W12A
Landfill.

1977

• T he OMB authorized the City of London to
acquire the lands and the former Township
to proceed with zoning and other bylaw
amendments.

1991

• T he Province appointed an Arbitrator
to address a request by the City to annex
additional lands within the former Township of
Westminster.

1993

• T he Arbitrator’s report references W12A Landfill
as being the most desirable location for such
a facility, and describes the adjacent lands as
“probably suitable for an additional landfill site”.

• L andfill redesigned to improve surface
water, air quality and groundwater
protection measures. The redesign included
approval for a landfill gas collection and flaring
system, new leachate collection system design,
upgrades to stormwater management ponds
and improved environmental monitoring.

Begin Operations

• W
 aste disposal commenced at the W12A
Landfill in the summer of 1977.

Annexation Process Begins

Major Redesign of Landfill

Environmental Approvals

Annexation Process
Completed

• T he lands on which the W12A Landfill are
located became part of the City of London as
part of the London-Middlesex Act 1992.
• T he development of a new Official Plan for the
annexed lands was undertaken, which included
an assessment of future land uses including the
significance of the W12A Landfill to provide the
waste disposal component of the City’s waste
management infrastructure.

2001
to
2002

2005
to
2008

 rea Plan Developed for
A
W12A Landfill

• T he W12A Landfill Area Plan was developed
for W12A Landfill and surrounding lands.

Special Policy Area added
to Official Plan

2009

• T he Special Policy Area (Waste
Management and Resource Recovery
Area) identified in the Area Plan for both the
expanded landfill and the integrated resource
recovery centre covering some 288 hectares
of land was incorporated into the City’s
Official Plan.

 ommunity Enhancement and
C
Mitigative Measures Program
Approved

• S even landfill evolution alternatives
(‘Alternatives to’) were evaluated with public
input (see the ‘Alternatives to’ display for
more information). The preferred alternative
identified was “Developing an integrated
resource recovery centre that includes
expansion of the W12A Landfill”.

2015

• Council

approved the development of long
term Residual Waste Disposal and Resource
Recovery Strategies.

• P
 rogram to mitigate impacts associated with
the W12A Landfill site and establishment of the
integrated resource recovery centre developed
with input from four public meetings and
numerous individual meetings.
• P
 rogram includes property value protection
plan, community enhancement fund, etc.

Development of Residual
Waste and Resource
Recovery Strategies Approved

2017

 roposed Landfill Expansion
P
Process Begins

• N
 otice of Commence for proposed landfill
expansion released in March.

