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Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, South East Water
and Hinterland Environmental Water Scheme Incorporated
(HEWS Inc.) are investigating the feasibility of supplying
high quality alternate water to the hinterland region of the
Mornington Peninsula.

Farmers on the Mornington Peninsula are already
experiencing the impacts of climate change through
increasing temperatures and an increase in the number of
hot, dry years. The 2018/19 summer saw many landholders
reducing production or struggling to finish off crops.

Overview

The South Eastern Outfall (SEO) carries around 350
million litres per day of high quality recycled water from
the Eastern Treatment Plant at Bangholme along the entire
length of the Mornington Peninsula to be discharged into
Bass Strait at Boags Rocks, near Gunnamatta.

The economic and agricultural sustainability and growth
of the Mornington Peninsula hinterland is limited by water
availability. Currently, farmers and fire fighters must rely on
ground water, farm dams or tanks filled by water tankers to
irrigate crops and maintain reserves to fight bushfires.

Having access to this high quality alternate water source
would greatly increase the resilience of the hinterland to
climate change, boost food production and significantly
strengthen the region’s resilience to bushfires.
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The benefits of the project could include:
9 Opening up the region to increased agricultural
production and new horticultural opportunities
by providing a high quality and drought-proof
alternative water supply
9 boosting local food production and creating
local jobs by making more water available
for the agricultural industry
9 potential for increased fire-fighting capacity
9 a secure water supply for parks and reserves,
ensuring these spaces can be used all year round
9 reduced reliance on surface water and
groundwater for irrigation, allowing these
water sources to replenish and improve
waterway health
9 less treated wastewater going out to sea.

Current status

What is the quality of the recycled water?

•

The Australian Government has committed funding of $300,000
for the development of a business case for the scheme.

•

Matched funds have been committed, with
co-contributions from Mornington Peninsula Shire
Council, South East Water and HEWS Inc. These
project partners have begun working together to
investigate the feasibility of the project and understand
the long-term water needs of the hinterland community.

The high quality alternate water is described as “Class A” recycled
water as regulated by the Environmental Protection Authority
and Department of Health and Human Services to ensure that
the water is fit for use and does not pose a health risk. Class A
recycled water is one of the highest grades of recycled water in
Victoria and can be used to irrigate a range of food crops that are
consumed raw such as carrots and leafy greens.

•

Throughout July and August the project group will be seeking
contact with residents to better understand their water issues
and gauge their interest in more productive uses of their land.

Why get involved?
This is an important project for the hinterland region. It will ensure
a sustainable future for the community and support the growth
of agriculture and complementary industries, creating more jobs
and increasing food production. The scheme will also ensure
thriving and liveable hinterland communities by providing an
alternative water source to irrigate sports fields and parks, as well
as safeguarding the region from the impacts of climate change.

You can find more information on the Victorian Government’s
health website:
www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/water/
alternative-water-supplies/class-a-recycled-reclaimed-water

How to get in touch
Contact
Website

HEWS@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mornpen.vic.gov.au/hinterlandwater

For more information about recycled water and its uses:
southeastwater.com.au/recycledwater

