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Executive summary
The Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan identifies ways to support a range of on water recreational activities
at the lower Werribee River. It identifies and prioritise sites for construction of facilities for improving
community access and recreational use, whilst also reducing environmental impacts on the river, water quality,
flora and fauna.
The Plan considers the range of existing recreation activities being undertaken on, and adjoining the lower
Werribee River, such as fishing, bird watching, swimming, paddling, walking and cycling, as well as the
community’s aspirations for future recreation opportunities.
Melbourne Water will work with stakeholders, including the Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning (DELWP) Parks Victoria, Wyndham City Council to consider project opportunities highlighted in this
Recreation Plan.
The priorities for supporting recreation at the lower Werribee River are to:
•
•
•
•

Create continuous shared path linkages that connect destinations along the river and provide
opportunities for exercise, connecting with nature, environmental education and active transport.
Formalise access points for informal fishing and bird watching.
Improve access and infrastructure for paddling sports.
Provide a network of supporting infrastructure to support recreation activities such as shelter, seating,
bins and toilets.

The following short term and long-term priorities have been identified:
Short term priorities
Lower reaches

1.

2.
3.

Develop shared paths on the west side of the river connecting north, a bridge crossing between 40S and
80S Roads, connecting to paths on the east that connect to the south. This is proposed in the Wyndham
Coastal and Marine Management Plan (Final Draft).
Given the recommended shared paths do not connect K Rd south along the river, establish connections to
parking areas north of Old Boundary Road as well as Werribee Zoo to service recreation in this zone.
Develop multi-use platforms at:
• the south-west or south-east corner of Graham’s Wetland.
• the eastern side of the river, near Berias Road.
• the western side of the river, near 80S Road (accessible only by shared path).
• K Rd Cliffs in accordance with the K Road Cliffs Masterplan.

Zoo precinct

4.

Upgrade the Princes Freeway underpass and paths that connect the Princes Freeway underpass to the Zoo
precinct through Werribee River Park.

Town centre

5.

Develop paths along Riverwalk Estate on the west side of the river, connecting north from Princes Freeway
to Bungey’s Hole, as detailed in the Riverwalk Estate Development Plan.

Upper reaches

6.
7.

Upgrade and refit pathways and goat tracks along the river at Presidents Park, as proposed in the
Presidents Park Wyndham Vale Draft Masterplan, 2019.
Replace existing platform at Riverbend Historical Park near River Park Place and develop a multi-use
platform at Davis Creek confluence. Provide supporting infrastructure such as bins and shelter and
formalise car parking.

Longer term priorities
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1.

Develop an understanding of new activities as a result of improved infrastructure and place supporting
infrastructure accordingly.
• As new recreation infrastructure is implemented, accompany new areas of demand with additional
supporting infrastructure.
• The lower reaches should be supported with land-based infrastructure as new on water access
platforms are added.

2.

Expand infrastructure to support paddling.
• Improve on-water navigability north through the Zoo Precinct, Town Centre and further.
• Establish a connected canoeing trail by developing pathways around obstructions such that vegetation
values are maintained and enhanced

Lower reaches

3.

Develop pathways on the east side of the river, from K Road Cliffs to Werribee South, completing the
network in the Lower reaches.

Zoo precinct

4.

Consider renewal of the picnic area and car park in the south west of the Zoo Precinct in parallel with the
Werribee Open Range Zoo expansion (expansion will be within the Zoo’s current land holding).

Town centre

5.

Develop river crossings as proposed in the Werribee Town Centre Precinct Plan. One crossing at Synot St,
from the Riverwalk Estate. The other crossing just east of Chirnside Park at Princes Hwy.

Upper reaches

6.

Develop pathways along the western side of the river and a new river crossing near the weir.
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Introduction
The Lower Werribee Recreation Plan

The Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan identifies ways to support a range of on water recreational activities
at the lower Werribee River. It identifies and prioritise sites for construction of facilities for improving
community access and recreational use of the lower Werribee River, whilst also reducing the environmental
impacts on the river, water quality, flora and fauna.
The Plan considers the range of existing recreation activities being undertaken on, and adjoining the lower
Werribee River, such as fishing, bird watching, swimming, paddling, walking and cycling, as well as the
community’s aspirations for future recreation opportunities.

Project funding and delivery
The Victorian State Budget 2018-19 allocated $3.215 million for new projects to improve visitor enjoyment of
waterways through improved access and visitor facilities under the Boosting Recreational Water Use Initiative.
The initiative will provide a funding boost to provide better recreational access and facilities at nine sites across
Victoria. A portion of the project funding has contributed to the development of the Lower Werribee River
Recreation Plan.
Melbourne Water will work with
stakeholders, including the Department
of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning (DELWP) Parks Victoria,
Wyndham City Council to consider
project opportunities highlighted in this
Recreation Plan. Project area
The project area comprises an almost 20
km stretch of the lower Werribee River
and immediate surrounds, from the
confluence of the river with Davis Creek
in the north, to the estuary in Port Philip
Bay at Werribee South. It traverses the
suburbs of Wyndham Vale, Werribee,
Werribee South and Cocoroc and is
situated entirely within the Wyndham
City local government area.
The project area (Figure 1) interfaces
with a wide variety of uses and
development, including conservation
areas, significant habitat for birds and
other fauna, residential areas, parks,
sporting facilities, the Werribee Park
Tourism Precinct, Werribee Park Golf
Club, Werribee Town Centre, market
gardens, Western Treatment Plant and
an industrial precinct.

Figure 1 - Project area
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2

Methodology

The following tasks were undertaken to develop the lower Werribee River Recreation Plan.
1.

Background and context review: To understand previous work, research and community engagement
undertaken relevant to the study area. Documents included:
• Active Wyndham Strategy, 2019
• Wyndham 2040 Vision and district plans
• Wyndham Sports Strategy 2045
• K Road Cliffs Master Plan Community Engagement Report, 2019
• K Road Cliffs Masterplan, 2019
• Wyndham Coastal Management Plan Community Engagement Report, 2018
• Wyndham Coastal and Marine Management Plan Final Draft, 2020
• National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) Coastal Accessibility Community Engagement Survey, 2018
• Western Metropolitan Regional Trails Strategic Plan, 2017-18
• Stage 1 of this project, the Options Investigation, 2019
• Presidents Park Wyndham Vale Draft Masterplan, 2019
• Wyndham Park Detailed Design, 2018
• Riverwalk Estate Development Plan, 2010
• Werribee City Centre Structure Plan, 2013
• Western Metropolitan Regional Trails Strategic Plan, 2017
• Draft Chirnside Park Masterplan, 2020
• Werribee Township Regional Park Planning Report, 2018

2.

Community engagement: To understand existing recreation activities at the lower Werribee River and
people’s experiences and aspirations for future recreation opportunities.

The Mosaic Insights project team attended a Sunday Summer Pop Up Park (2 February 2020) in the Werribee
Town Centre and spent time at the Iramoo Community Centre (26 February), talking to local residents about
their recreation use and aspirations for the lower Werribee River.
At the Pop-Up Park, ten people chose to make comments on a map of the study area and 40 people completed
a survey.
At the Iramoo Community Centre, a total of 30 people completed a survey.
Online engagement on Melbourne Water’s ‘yoursay’ community engagement website was undertaken for a
period of three weeks. Respondents had the option of adding comments to a map of the study area, or to
complete a survey.
19 people made a total of 68 comments on the map. 27 people responded to a survey.
3.

Stakeholder engagement: To seek local knowledge about recreation activities and understand stakeholder
priorities relevant to recreation opportunities at the lower Werribee River.

Stakeholders interviewed included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Project partners, including representatives from Melbourne Water, Parks Victoria, Wyndham City
Council and DELWP
Paddle Vic
VR Fish
Outdoors Victoria
Victoria Walks
Bushwalking Vic
Werribee District Angling Club
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•
•
•

Werribee River Association
Wyndham Teachers Environment Network
Werribee Girl Guides

Attempts were also made to contact the following stakeholders:
•
•
•
•
•

Water4Wyndham
VicScouts
Beach Patrol
Werribee River Walking Group
Birdlife Vic/Birdlife Werribee

4.

Synthesis: Bringing together information from community and stakeholder engagement with information
from the background and context review.

5.

Options assessment: Identified options to deliver on the priorities and assessed them against the following
criteria:

Responding to needs and aspirations:

•
•
•

Level of urgency - the extent to which there are significant implications if this is not implemented. For
example, safety issues or environmental degradation.
Extent to which the option/element responds to existing community recreation needs and aspirations.
Level of stakeholder support – the extent which this option/element is a priority for stakeholders and
partners (expressed through consultation interviews or detailed in existing strategies).

Ease of implementation:

•
•
•
•
6.

The degree to which delivery of this element/option is impacted by environmental, engineering and/or
planning constraints.
The degree of environmental impact this option/element is likely to have.
The extent to which delivering on this option/element is in the project partners’ control and remit. For
example, whether the partners own the land.
Cost implications – the likely cost implications based on other ‘ease of implementation’ criteria

Prioritisation: From the assessment in Task 5, identified short term and long-term priorities and triggers.
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Relationship with other strategies

The Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan draws on research and work done by other government agencies. It
seeks to integrate with, complement, or build on directions set out in relevant plans and strategies, as detailed
below.

State government policies, strategies and plans
Strategy

Purpose

Relationship to the Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan

Healthy
Waterways
Strategy, 2018

Provides strategic
direction towards a
regional vision for the
health of rivers,
estuaries and wetlands
in the Port Phillip and
Westernport region. It
provides a framework
for managing
waterways in the five
catchments comprising
the region, of which
Werribee is one.

This plan responds to the Healthy Waterways Strategy, which
recognises the Werribee River as a priority area for amenity.
Strategy aims to maintain amenity, community connection and
recreation values at “very high” in the Werribee River estuary
and “high” to “very high” in the Werribee River middle subcatchment.

Articulates a 10-year
program for a holistic
approach to managing
waterways in the
Werribee Catchment.

This plan seeks to improve access to the Werribee River Lower
Sub Catchment, which at the time the Catchment Program was
being developed was rated very low.

Melbourne
Water

Co-Designed
Catchment
Program for the
Werribee
Catchment
Region, 2018

Specific performance objectives are provided in the CoDesigned Catchment Program for the Werribee Catchment
Region, 2018.

The following performance objectives have been used to assess
priority initiatives in this plan:
Performance objective 3 to “Increase access (about 5 km of
path) to and along waterways by improving connections with
existing path network and extending Werribee River trail (part
of longer-term project to have continuous trail from Melton
Reservoir to the Bay). Investigate opportunities to improve
access for on-water activities.”

Subsection of
the Healthy
Waterways
Strategy,
Melbourne
Water

Performance objective 5 to “Protect recreational water quality
in Werribee River to support existing recreational activities.”
Water for
Victoria, 2016
Department of
Environment,
Land, Water and
Planning

Riverwalk
Precinct
Structure Plan
and

Outlines the Victorian
Government’s
adaptation response to
the impacts of climate
change on water
resources and water
availability in the
future.

This plan responds to the following actions in Water for
Victoria:

Illustrates the interface
treatment between the
development and the
Lower Werribee River

Relevant design elements and infrastructure planned for the
development were considered in the development of this plan.
These elements are detailed in Section 6.
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Action 7.1 to “Include recreational values in water and
waterway planning.”
Action 7.2 to “help communities understand how to achieve
their recreational objectives.”
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Development
Plan, 2010

and recreation
infrastructure.

Victorian
Planning
Authority
Werribee
Township
Regional Park,
2018

Provides an overview
of the future of the
park.

The future Werribee Township Regional Park site runs along
the river at the northern end of the study area. Existing plans
for the site were considered in this plan. These elements are
detailed in Section 6.

Department of
Environment,
Land, Water and
Planning

Local government policies and strategies
Strategy

Purpose

Relationship to the Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan

K Road Cliffs
Masterplan,
2019

A master plan to guide
the future use and
enhancement of the K
Road Cliffs site.

The Master Plan recommends several improvements to
encourage visitors to walk the site and be better able to
appreciate the views of the cliffs. The relevant master plan
recommendations are detailed in Section 6.

Wyndham City
Council

Wyndham
Coastal and
Marine
Management
Plan, 2019

The initiatives in the K Road Cliffs Master Plan have been
considered in the development of this Plan.
Provides guidance for
the future use,
development and
management of the
Wyndham coastline.

The Plan’s study area includes parts of the southern part of the
study area for this plan, including Graham’s Reserve Wetland
and the eastern side of the Lower Werribee River from the
Werribee Town Centre to Graham’s Wetland Reserve. The
relevant recommendations from the Management Plan are
detailed in Section 6.
The initiatives in the Management Plan have been considered
in the development of this Plan.

Wyndham 2040,
Community
Plan, 2017
Wyndham
Leisure Strategy,
2013-2017

These documents
articulate the social
outcomes that are a
focus for the
community and
Council.

Wyndham
Sports Strategy
2045

These documents were used, together with community
engagement, to understand the Wyndham community’s
recreation and lifestyle patterns and levels of community
health and wellbeing. Consideration was given to how this plan
could support the Wyndham community’s social sustainability
needs and aspirations through the provision of water
recreation opportunities.

Active
Wyndham
Strategy
Wyndham
Disability Action
& Inclusion
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Strategy 20132017
Wyndham
Multicultural
Policy & Action
Plan 2014-2018
Wyndham
Youth Plan
2013-2017
Wyndham
Integrated
Transport
Strategy, 2016
Wyndham Draft
Pedestrian and
Cycling Strategy,
2017
Structure Plan

These strategies detail
future plans for built
form in Wyndham that
may have an impact on
the study area,
including recreation
infrastructure and
residential
development.

The recommendations and future initiatives relevant to the
study area and/or recreation were considered in the
development of this plan. Recommendations from these
documents are detailed in Section 6.

Wyndham Open
Space Strategy
2045, 2016
Wyndham
Smart City
Strategy, 2019
Wyndham
Accessibility
Action Plan,
2019
Wyndham Play
Space Strategy
2045
Western
Metropolitan
Regional Trails
Strategic Plan
Urban Design
Framework Plan
for the Princes
Hwy/Geelong
Road Corridor,
2016
Werribee City
Centre
Structure Plan,
2013
Wyndham Park
Redevelopment
Detailed Design,
2018

Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan

10

Presidents Park
Draft
Masterplan
Chirnside Park
Masterplan
Wyndham
Environment &
Sustainability
Strategy 20162040
Wyndham City
Forest & Habitat
Strategy 20172040

These documents
identify environmental
values and constraints
in the study area and
articulate plans for
enhancing
environmental
outcomes.

The recommendations, future initiatives and environmental
constraints identified in these documents were considered in
the development of this plan. Recommendations from these
documents are detailed in Section 6.

Wyndham
Integrated
Water Cycle
Management
Plan, 2017
Wyndham
Climate Change
Adaptation
Strategy 20162020
The Werribee
South Green
Wedge Policy
and
Management
Plan, 2017
Wyndham Flood
Management
Plan, 2018
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Project area overview

Stage 1 of the lower Werribee River Recreation Plan, the Options Investigation, divided the study area into four
zones. The same zones have been used for this study, including:
Zone 1A - Lower reaches west: the western side of the LWR, from the mouth of the river in Werribee South to
Old Boundary Road.
Zone 1B – Lower reaches east: the eastern side of the river, from the mouth of the river in Werribee South to
the K Road Cliffs.
Zone 2 - Zoo precinct: both sides of the river. On the western side, it extends from Boundary Road to Princes
Hwy. On the eastern side, from the K Road Cliffs to Princes Hwy.
Zone 3 - Town centre: both sides of the river from Princes Hwy up to Edgar Street, just north of the town centre.
Zone 4 - Upper reaches: both sides of the river from Edgar Street up to the northern end of the study area, at
the Davis Creek confluence.

This section provides an overview of each zone, describing the lower Werribee River, major land uses and
environmental features.

Zone 1A: Lower reaches west
Zone 1A comprises the western side of the LWR, from the mouth of the river in Werribee South to Old
Boundary Road.
•
•
•
•
•

The southern tip of this zone is a high value conservation area, including Ramsar listed wetlands.
Parks Victoria owns the land adjacent to the river, next to which is the boundary of Melbourne Water’s
Western Treatment Plant.
The river is at its widest and deepest in this zone.
This side has a higher elevation than the eastern side.
This zone is within close proximity to Western Treatment Plant operations.

Figure 2 - Lower reaches overview
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Zone 1B: Lower reaches east
Zone 1B comprises the eastern side of the river, from the mouth of the river in Werribee South to the K Road
Cliffs.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Graham’s Wetland Reserve is a significant natural conservation area in the south of this zone.
Up to K Road, DELWP owns a narrow reservation, abutting the market gardens in Werribee South.
This river is at its widest and deepest in this zone.
The K Road Cliffs are a natural attraction, supported by some car parking, viewing and seating areas.
The road above the river at the K Road Cliffs is up a relatively steep bank.
The Werribee Golf Club is next to the K Road Cliffs.
There is stakeholder opposition to development in this area.

Zone 2: Zoo precinct
The zoo precinct comprises both sides of the river. On the western side, it extends from Boundary Road to
Princes Hwy. On the eastern side, from the K Road Cliffs to Princes Hwy.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Werribee Open Range Zoo occupies almost all of the river frontage on both sides of the LWR.
The eastern side also comprises the Werribee Golf Club, Werribee Mansion and associated botanical
gardens and the National Equestrian Centre.
Navigability on the river is significantly reduced in this zone and there are a number of obstructions.
An island in the middle of the river just north of Old Boundary Road contains high conservation value
bird habitat.
Werribee River Park includes a carpark, picnic area viewing platform and footbridge across to the
Werribee Mansion.
There is contaminated land to the south of the picnic area, which will require remediation prior to any
redevelopment.
The condition of the existing path and crossing underneath Princes Fwy is poor. Pathways connecting
from this underpass into public paths further south are unclear.

Figure 3 - Zoo precinct overview
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Zone 3: Town centre
The town centre comprises both sides of the river from Princes Hwy up to Edgar Street, just north of the town
centre.
•
•
•
•

The Riverwalk Estate residential development is expanding on the western side of the river south of
the town centre.
The river is fronted by industrial uses opposite the Riverwalk Estate and in the town centre on the
eastern side. There is no river reserve in this area and the land is zoned industrial.
Chirnside Park is a large recreation complex and contains Bungey’s Hole, an old swimming hole and
picnic area.
The river is generally narrow and obstructed in this zone, other than Bungey’s Hole.

Figure 4 - Town centre overview
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Zone 4: Upper reaches
Zone 4 comprises both sides of the river from Edgar Street up to the northern end of the study area, at the
Davis Creek confluence.
•
•

The Wyndham Vale residential area borders the river up to Heaths Road.
North of Heaths Road is Presidents Park, which is a large active and passive recreation reserve, with
some informal pathways and river access
Further north on the western side is the site of the future Werribee Regional Township Park.
The Werribee and Hoppers Crossing residential areas border the river up to the northern end of the
study area.
South of the diversion weir, the river not easily navigable, obstructed and narrow. It is much more
navigable to the north of the weir.
Just upstream of the weir, an existing on-water recreation hub includes a small, ageing multi-use
platform.
At the confluence of Davis Creek, another on water recreation hub exists, with informal access
presenting challenges for conservation of riparian areas.

•
•
•
•
•

Lower Werribee Recreation Nodes

Legend
Shared Paths

Streets

Waterways

Open space

Existing elements

Legend

Figure 5 - Upper reaches overview

Shared Paths

Streets

Waterways

Open space

Existing elements

Lower Werribee Overview

This map shows existing points of interest,
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Community recreation patterns and aspirations

In conjunction with community and stakeholder engagement undertaken for this project, relevant plans,
strategies and community engagement reports were also used to understand recreation patterns, needs and
aspirations of the local Werribee community and broader Wyndham community. This section provides an
overview of the key themes identified in the community and stakeholder engagement and research and what
this means for the Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan.
Each of the statements in the themes discussed in Sections 5.1 to 5.6 has a corresponding reference number/s.
The number/s indicate which of the nine sources in the list below the information was derived from. For
example, for the statement “One in five Wyndham residents do not participate in physical activity at all. (3)”,
the number 3 indicates that the source for this statement was the Active Wyndham Strategy, 2019.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Community engagement undertaken for this project
Stakeholder engagement undertaken for this project
Active Wyndham Strategy, 2019
Wyndham 2040 Vision & district plans
Wyndham Sports Strategy 2045
K Road Cliffs Master Plan Community Engagement Report, 2019
Wyndham Coastal Management Plan Community Engagement Report, 2018
National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) Coastal Accessibility Community Engagement Survey, 2018
Western Metropolitan Regional Trails Strategic Plan, 2017-18

City of Wyndham residents are comparatively less physically active
•
•
•

•

55% of City of Wyndham residents are not reaching physical activity guidelines. This is the fourth
highest proportion in Greater Melbourne. (3)
One in five Wyndham residents do not participate in physical activity at all. (3)
The proportion of Wyndham residents suffering from chronic conditions is substantially greater
compared to most Greater Melbourne municipalities. (3) Mental wellbeing is significantly lower than
Victoria across four indices – mental health and behavioural problems; mood problems; psychological
distress; and mental health services utilisation. (5)
There are fewer hectares of public open space per 1,000 population in Wyndham compared to other
Melbourne growth areas, including Hume, Whittlesea and Casey. (5)
What does this mean for the Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan?

•
•

The lower Werribee River can provide residents with opportunities to connect to nature, which has
been proven to have mental health benefits.
Recreation infrastructure should provide opportunities that enable local residents to undertake
physical activity.

City of Wyndham residents most frequently choose to participate in non-organised
physical activities
•
•
•
•

Of City of Wyndham residents who are physically active, less than 10% participate in organised,
competitive sporting activities.
Almost 70% of physically active Wyndham residents choose to participate in non-organised physical
activities such as walking, running, cycling, etc. (3)
Opportunities to participate in sport through walking and cycling featured strongly in community
aspirations for the Wyndham 2040 Vision. (4)
As people get older, they are less inclined to pay for their sporting activities. Around 47% of Wyndham
residents do not pay for their main physical activity and 64% of 50+ year olds do not pay. (5)
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•
•
•

Households in Wyndham are more vulnerable to rising costs of living than similar households across
Greater Melbourne. (5)
One of the strategies in the Active Wyndham Strategy is to “strongly position non-organised physical
activity opportunities in the planning, design and operation of places and spaces”. (3)
For residents in Wyndham West, Werribee, Wyndham Vale and Manor Lakes, the river represents an
opportunity to be active. (4)
What does this mean for the Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan?

•
•

Recreation infrastructure should be focussed on enabling informal, non-organised activities.
The lower Werribee River can provide residents with no cost recreation and leisure options.

City of Wyndham residents’ value the recreation and leisure opportunities provided by
the Werribee River and surrounding environs
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

Aspects about the LWR the community values include:
o The natural beauty, being amongst nature away from built environment and the scenery.
o Nature watching (birds)
o Peacefulness, quietness/remoteness and serenity.
o Proximity to home.
o Facilities including walking tracks, parks and playgrounds. (1)
In community engagement for the Wyndham 2040 Vision, Wyndham’s parks and open space were
frequently mentioned as places people loved to spend time. The Werribee River, Werribee South
Beach, Werribee Open Range Zoo and the Werribee Mansion were highlighted as great local assets.
Overall, parks and open space were the most frequently referenced area across all the stories. (4)
The tourist precinct and Werribee South Foreshore are regarded as particularly important. Residents
emphasise a strong personal connection to these places as destinations for local residents to come
together. (4) President’s Park and Werribee South Conservation Reserve were the most visited
destinations for face-to-face engagement participants. These destinations were particularly popular for
walking. (1)
Places that are popular for different activities include:
o Walking - existing trails for walking/running, as well as Werribee South beach and around
Werribee Mansion.
o Picnicking - Werribee Mansion, parks and Werribee South.
o Mountain biking/cycling - existing paths and further afield using the Federation Trail.
o Canoeing/kayaking - northern parts of the study area and further north.
o Fishing - K Road, the weir wall and lower pools and the eastern part of Werribee River Park.
o Bird watching - K Road Cliffs, Werribee Park and the Western Treatment Plant.
When asked to list the locations where they undertake nature-based recreation activities, 14 face to
face engagement participants for this project indicated that they undertake nature-based activities on
or next to the Lower Werribee River. (1)
For residents in Wyndham West, Werribee, Wyndham Vale and Manor Lakes, the LWR represents an
opportunity to be active and a place to play, connect with friends and family and reflect. (4)
Community members want to celebrate and recognise Werribee’s Aboriginal history and the more
recent beginnings of Werribee as a country town. (4)
What does this mean for the Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan?

•

Recreation infrastructure could create and link various destinations and experiences along the length
of the LWR – places to gather, places for solitude, places to feel immersed in nature, places to
undertake physical activity and opportunities to learn about the history and environment of LWR and
surrounds.
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The community seeks improved access and facilities at the Lower Werribee River
•

•

•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

45 people provided suggestions for improvements (some provided multiple suggestions) at the Lower
Werribee River. The second largest number of comments were related to improving or new facilities,
including safety and improved paths for pedestrians and children’s play areas. Comments were made
about areas along the whole length of the study area. Safety improvements were also raised, including
anti-social behaviour, loitering, a lack of activation and lack of lighting. (1)
64 out of 70 face-to-face engagement participants provided a response with regard to what makes a
good or bad nature-based recreation experience. The most frequent reasons for a good experience
were the natural environment/parks (14 comments), followed by good weather (11 comments), social
interaction (8 comments), a peaceful/relaxing experience (8 comments), cleanliness (6 comments) and
good paths (6 comments). (1)
The most frequent reasons for a bad experience were a rubbish/lack of bins (8 comments), and lack of
facilities (8 comments) such as shelter, toilets, car parking, picnic facilities and water fountains. (1)
Picnicking was cited as a popular recreation activity, with Werribee Mansion, in parks and Werribee
South being popular destinations. Several respondents commented on the lack of facilities that
prevents spending time at the river such as picnic tables, toilets, bicycle parking and equipment hire.
(1)
The most popular topic during the engagement for the K Road Cliffs Master Plan was that of formalised
walking paths and improved access. Comments included requests for better access to the river, new
step access to the river with handrails, walking paths to connect to other areas within Werribee South
such as the Werribee Mansion and Graham’s Wetland Reserve and the installation of viewing
platforms to reduce the number of people walking along the fragile cliff face to view the cliffs. (6)
Other frequent suggestions for the K Road Cliffs Master Plan included interpretive signage, improved
picnic and BBQ facilities and moving the car park away from the trees and cliff edge. (6).
During engagement for the Wyndham Coastal Management Plan, parklands were the third most visited
facility (37.4%) by survey participants and picnic facilities and shelters the fourth (34.6%). Around a
quarter of survey respondents said they visit the Werribee River. (7)
K Road Cliffs were identified in the NDIS Coastal Accessibility Community Engagement Survey to be the
least accessible coastal site for people with disabilities. (8) Respondents indicated that sealed paths
(67%), accessible public toilets (64%) and disabled car parking (50%) make coastal areas more
accessible to them. A range of pathway improvements including gently graded paths (43%), boardwalks
or jetties (33%) and tactile surface indicators (22%) where also considered to improve accessibility. The
benefits of all abilities playground equipment was appreciated by 36% of respondents and widely
supported in informal discussions. (8)
The most common reasons given for not visiting the Werribee River in community engagement for this
project were a lack of information - they are unaware of what is on offer at the river, couldn’t find the
entrance, were concerned about getting lost, or were unsure of the traffic and road conditions. (1)
People from the local area frequently travel elsewhere for water-based activities due to a lack of
facilities in Werribee. (2)
Paddling is growing in popularity in Victoria. People will travel further for family friendly facilities and
slow moving water. (2)
The following suggestions were made for improvements by the 19 people who dropped pins on the
map in the online engagement for this project.
Davis Creek Confluence:
o Kayak/canoe facilities
o Fishing areas, picnic areas, bike path, BBQ facilities
Riverwalk Estate
o A trail mirroring Werribee River Trail
o A bridge across the river
o Children’s playgrounds
K Road Cliffs
o Picnic facilities and fishing jetties on island in the middle of the river
o Canoe hire x 2
o Bridge over to the other side of the river
o Commercial tea house/café
o Fishing platform
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•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

Werribee Park
o Development of a regional park hub with improved access roads, car parking and amenities
o Kayak launching facilities x 2 (in the south of the park)
o Improved access and pathways
o Picnic areas, children’s playground
o Riverboat tours up and down the river
Paths
o Shared paths and habitat restoration in the western side of the river all the way to the mouth
of the river x 4
o Pedestrian bridge over the river at the end of Edgar Street (north of Princes Fwy)
o Bike paths and trails on both sides of the river north of Princes Hwy
o Bike path over the river at Chirnside Park to connect bike paths on both sides of the river
(without using the existing walkway over the road bridge).
o Bike path and trails in the eastern side of the river down to Werribee South.
o Improved connection to the Federation Trail x 2.
Bungeys Hole
o Row boat/paddle boat hire x 2
o Café in the current angling club building
o Improved BBQ and picnic area
o Kayak launching platform
o Pedestrian bridge linking walking track with river track
Riverbend Historical Park
o Canoe hire (near Riversdale Drive)
o Drinking fountains
o Boat ramp
o Kayak launch platform near Riversdale Drive
o Kayak launch facilities just north of the weir (preferably with floating pontoons) x 3
Werribee South
o A 100m fishing pier to enable fishing in the bay
o A bridge connecting Graham’s Wetland Reserve with the opposite bank
o Picnic and BBQ facilities on the bank opposite Graham’s Wetland Reserve
o Picnic facilities and paths at Graham’s Wetland Reserve
Community members raised the anti-social behaviour at Werribee Park. One suggested locking the
gates at night. (1)
Community members indicated a desire for information about the area when out walking, for example,
flora and fauna, history of the weir.
Canoeing/kayaking is undertaken in the northern parts of the study area and further north. Several
respondents commented that kayaking at the LWR is very difficult due to a lack of launching facilities
and that the launching facility at Riverbend Historical Park is not fit for purpose and difficult to use.
What does this mean for the Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan?

•
•
•

On water recreation is a priority for residents, as existing opportunities are either lacking or not
formalised for easy access.
Nature based recreation is also identified by residents as key to good recreation outcomes, with an
emphasis on well-placed paths and immersive passive areas.
Quality and security of existing and future spaces were highlighted as concerning, including litter and
cleanliness issues as well as environmental security and passive surveillance.

Walking and cycling are growing in popularity
•

Walking (including dog walking) was the main recreation activity engagement participants for this
project cited when unprompted. (28 of 70 face to face participants indicated they walk for pleasure
and 14 out of 20 online survey participants). Bike riding was the next most popular activity for face-to-

Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan

19

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

face participants and fishing for online participants, followed by bike riding. When asked specifically
which nature-based activities they participate in, both face-to-face and online participants said their
main nature based activity is walking/bushwalking (1). Existing trails around Werribee are used for
walking/running, as well as Werribee South beach and around Werribee Mansion. (1)
Walking for exercise, fitness or recreation remains the most popular physical activity of choice for
Victorian adults with a regular participation rate approaching one quarter of the population. (9) When
combined with jogging and running, almost one third of all Victorian adults either walk, jog or run for
exercise, fitness or recreation. (9)
An increasing number of older people in Victoria are walking for exercise. (2)
For a day walk, most people will travel up to 2 hours. (2)
30% of face to face participants indicated that they cycle or mountain bike when undertaking nature
based activities. (1)
A variety of studies have shown consistent growth in cycling participation in Victoria over the last ten
years. 19% of Victorians ride a bike in a typical week and up to 42 per cent over the course of a year.
Almost two out of three households in Victoria own at least one bike. Males are almost twice as likely
to cycle as females. (9)
Engagement for the Western Metropolitan Regional Trails Strategic Plan showed that of the
community engagement respondents that use the regional trails, over half of the total use is for
individual or group exercise. Transport/commuting also rated high levels of use, and dog walking had
moderate levels. (9)
In the community engagement for the Wyndham Coastal Management Plan, survey respondents
indicated that the facilities they visit the most are walking paths (53% of participants). The most
popular topic during engagement centred around requests for new trails or the development of
connections between existing walking and cycling trails across Wyndham. Extending the coastal trail up
to Werribee was raised. (7)
The top three desired improvements to regional trails for the Western Metropolitan Regional Trails
Strategic Plan included better connections between trails, better connections to destinations and
greater length of trails. Loops and circuits are recognised as being highly desirable for recreation use
and provide a more interesting experience for users (by not having to retrace your steps associated
with a return journey). (9)
A number of community members talked about the need to improve walking trails and the desire for
trails from the beach to the Werribee Town Centre, passing through the tourism precinct. (1)
What does this mean for the Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan?

•

Improving existing paths and extending the path network should be a key focus of future recreation
infrastructure development.

Litter is negatively impacting on people’s enjoyment of the Lower Werribee River
•

•

Comments were received during the K Road Cliffs community engagement about the need to find
solutions to the issue of rubbish dumping and general rubbish that is left onsite. Suggestions included
additional bins for general rubbish and left-over fishing line, more law enforcement regarding the
disposal of rubbish and a possible increase to the regularity of rubbish removal. (6)
45 out of 70 people provided suggestions for improvements (some provided multiple suggestions) at
the Lower Werribee River. The largest number of comments (20) were related to cleanliness and
maintenance, particularly litter and the need for more bins. The people that made these comments
visited Werribee South Conservation Reserve, K Road Cliffs, President’s Park and Chirnside Park.
What does this mean for the Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan?

•
•

Supporting infrastructure in areas of recreation activity will be necessary to ensure increased use
does not come with increased litter and environmental degradation.
Formalisation of informal fishing activity should reduce specific instances of litter.

Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan

20

6

Lower Werribee River recreation needs and aspirations

This section brings together the information and research that has informed the development of options and
priorities for the Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan, including:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Community engagement undertaken for this project
Stakeholder engagement undertaken for this project
K Road Cliffs Master Plan Community Engagement Report & K Road Cliffs Masterplan 2019
Wyndham Coastal Management Plan Community Engagement Report, 2018
Stage 1 of this project, the Options Investigation
Presidents Park Wyndham Vale Draft Masterplan, 2019
Wyndham Park Detailed Design, 2018
Riverwalk Estate Development Plan, 2010
Werribee City Centre Structure Plan, 2013
Western Metropolitan Regional Trails Strategic Plan, 2017
Wyndham Coastal and Marine Management Plan Final Draft, 2020
Draft Chirnside Park Masterplan, 2020
Werribee Township Regional Park Planning Report, 2018
Other Wyndham City Council plans and strategies that contain information about how the Wyndham
community spends its leisure and recreation time (detailed in Section 5)

Each of the five zones has a map which illustrates:
•
•
•
•

existing formal and informal recreation areas, access and infrastructure
community needs and aspirations for recreation in different areas at the lower Werribee River
stakeholder aspirations and plans relevant to recreation access and infrastructure at the lower
Werribee River
constraints in improving access to the lower Werribee River and the development of recreation
infrastructure.

Each element (activity/aspiration/constraint/existing or planned infrastructure) is labelled on the map, with a
corresponding detailed description in table following the map, including where the information was sourced.
Reference number/s at the end of each element description correspond to the source in the list above.
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Zone 1A: Lower reaches west
The western side of the river, from the mouth of the river in Werribee South to Old Boundary Road.

High value conservation zone.

1

2

Community aspirations for bridge to
this area from Graham’s Wetland
Reserve & picnic facilities.
Existing paths end at Old Boundary
Road. Area south of here is inaccessible
to the public.

4

Elevation and environment provide potential for
great amenity and recreation infrastructure.

5

Council, community & stakeholder
desire to extend path to the coast.

3

Council proposes a new river crossing between 40S
and 80S Roads, taking the path extension to the
east side.

Parks Victoria owned land adjacent to the river, but
narrow reservation, with Melbourne Water WTP
boundaries abutting.
Potential to formalise and move fishing activities
from Zone 1B.

Council proposes path extension and
formalising the informal loop track
opposite golf course.

6

Best part of the river for on-water recreation due
to river width and depth and boat ramps at
Werribee South.
Elevation provides challenges. Potential for ramps
for smaller craft.
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Detailed description/evidence supporting map for Zone 1A: Lower reaches west
Label
#

Detailed description

1

The original Werribee River Park Master Plan proposed trail connections to this area (but not into it) to provide
opportunities for passive recreation and particularly bird watching. (5)
View in community that a connection to this area from Graham’s Wetland Reserve would be beneficial to support
recreation, in particular bird watching. (11)

2

The Wyndham Coastal and Marine Management Plan (Final Draft) supports an extension of the existing path to the
south, with a loop opposite the golf course. The extension south would continue on the western side of the river
until a proposed new river crossing over to the east side. (11)
Project partners share an understanding that shared trail connection from Werribee Town Centre to the coast and
Werribee South is an outcome sought by the community. (5)

3

The Wyndham Coastal and Marine Management Plan (Final Draft) supports improvements to the existing path on
DELWP managed land on the western side of the river, in particular a stretch of path just south of Old Boundary
Road that is not currently accessible to the public. (11)

4

The Wyndham Coastal and Marine Management Plan (Final Draft) proposes a new river crossing back to the east
side between 40S Road and 80S Road. (11)
The obsolete Werribee River Park Masterplan proposed a shared path across the river around 80S Road on the
west side and Cuttriss Road on the east side. This was proposed to be a hub for connecting paths to the north on
the western side and to the north and south on the eastern side. However, there are constraints presented by the
narrow Parks Victoria reservation, an area of high value remnant vegetation that requires protection and elevation
and topographical issues. (5)

5

Formalising and move fishing activities from Zone 1B to Zone 1A would avoid potential conflicts in uses with local
stakeholders in Zone 1B. (5)
An increase in public access in this zone would require investment in supporting infrastructure such as toilets and
rubbish bins. (5)

6

The width and depth of the river in this zone best enables on water recreation, including fishing and boat based,
and is therefore a suitable location for ramps, pontoons and/or platforms. There are some elevation challenges,
particularly on the western side. (5)
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Zone 1B: Lower reaches east
The eastern side of the river, from the mouth of the river in Werribee South to the K Road Cliffs.

1

Werribee South foreshore is a popular
destination, particularly for walking.

Very little vehicle access to the river in this
area, but significant informal fishing,
birdwatching and on-water recreation still
take place up to K Road Cliffs.

Graham’s Wetland Reserve is a significant
natural conservation area.
Some behaviours causing environmental
damage.

2

Community suggestions – picnic facilities &
a bridge to opposite bank.
Council exploring integration with existing
and proposed new shared trails, multi-use
platforms and a new rest stop in the northwest of the Reserve.
Parks Victoria priority to install multi-use
platforms on either side.

3

4

DELWP owns 5km stretch of land between
Graham’s Wetland Reserve and K Road,
abutting market gardens.

5

6

K Road Cliffs - a natural attraction,
supported by some car parking, viewing
and seating areas.

7

Highly valued for their scenery.

Formalising fishing behaviour can provide
better environmental protection, though
there is historical local stakeholder
opposition to development.

8

Best part of the river for on-water
recreation due to river width and depth
and boat ramps at Werribee South.

Significant informal fishing and bird
watching.

9

Community desire for a floating pontoon
south of the golf club, near the
bar/restaurant.

Concerns these activities are causing
environmental damage and litter issues.

Elevation provides challenges, as well as
pinch points in the bank and irrigation
channels.

Community desire for improved
picnic/BBQ facilities, improved access and
walking paths, solutions for litter
accumulation and interpretive signage.

Strong Council, stakeholder & community
support for a continuous shared path from
Werribee to the coast.

Signage needed to alert watercraft of the
decreased width and navigability of the
river further north.

10

Council proposes a new river crossing,
taking a (new) shared path from the
western side, down the eastern side,
around the perimeter of Graham’s
Wetland Reserve before continuing along
the coast to the north east
Council proposes an additional route from
K Road Cliffs, aligning with existing
informal access roads.
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Detailed description/evidence for map Zone 1B: Lower reaches east

Label
#

Detailed description

1

Community engagement for this project revealed that visitors to the lower Werribee River in the last 12 months
had often come to the Werribee South Conservation Reserve as the equally most visited destination, as a local,
accessible and dog friendly environment to walk in. (11)
Additionally, there is significant community and Council desire to establish a connection all the way from Werribee
to Point Cook and Altona. Council is completing a shared path design extending the trail from Wyndham Harbour
through to Point Cook and Altona. (5)

2

As an asset with significant river frontage in the best area of the river for on water recreation, low impact ways of
utilising the reserve for on water recreation are being explored by Wyndham City Council and Parks Victoria, with
maintaining environmental values the absolute priority. Given the stakeholder opposition to development on this
side of the river, multi-use platforms on either side of Graham’s Wetland Reserve are the only priority for Parks
Victoria for improving public access on this side of the river. (5)
Community aspirations for this area are that it would form a key part of any north-south trail network, and that it
should be connected across the river to the Ramsar wetland in some way. (11)

3

The reserve on the east side of the river extends the full length from the Grahams Wetland Reserve to K Rd, but it is
narrow for that entire stretch, providing a challenge to shared trail and other developments. The narrowness of the
land is also a point of contention with the neighbouring market gardeners, who would prefer that the reserve
remains inaccessible to the public. (5)

4

Significant informal fishing activities occur along the full length of this zone, with reports of fishers digging into the
banks/mudflats towards Graham’s Reserve Wetlands which is destructive to the environment. (2, 5)
In addition, goat tracks and litter issues cause additional environmental damage that could be addressed by
formalising recreation. (5)
Neighbouring local stakeholders have historically been opposed to development of recreation opportunities here
out of concern for significant public presence next to their land presenting a risk. (5)

5

The width and depth of the river in this zone best enables on water recreation, including fishing and boat based,
and therefore is a suitable location for ramps, pontoons and/or platforms. The presence of the farmers as
neighbours has meant the development of irrigation channels as obstructions on this side of the river, and natural
pinch points in the bank are a further restriction. (5)
The original Werribee River Park Master Plan proposed a floating pontoon in this position. Platforms/pontoons in
this zone could be the first or last access point to the river for on-water recreation before impassable obstructions.
(5)

6

Decreasing navigability as crafts approach and pass K Rd Cliffs presents issues for on water recreation extending
further upstream. Signage to alert users of the upcoming restrictions should be put in place. (5)

7

The vision for the K Road Cliffs Masterplan is that “The K Road precinct will be a special location to stop and spend
time in the unique natural environment. Visitors will be encouraged to park and walk to viewing areas, fishing
platforms and picnic facilities, where they will spend time learning about the place and its history.” It includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 carparks at the northern and southern ends of the site.
A 2.5m gravel path connecting the facilities.
3 new viewing platforms with seating, picnic furniture and interpretive signage.
Stair access to the river in the south of the site.
Gravel terraces built into the riverbank for sitting.
A floating platform next to the stairs.
A land platform next to the stairs. (3)

Given the constrained land reservation further south, this could be a hub of supporting infrastructure including car
parking and public facilities for recreation along the river to the south. (5)
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8

In particular at the K Rd Cliffs site, and along the river by the gold course, significant informal fishing and bird
watching takes place. This is in part due to accessibility via K Rd making this the easiest part of the river to reach
with a short walk from a car. This is perceived as a risk by golf course management and market gardeners. (5)

9

Community engagement has identified a specific desire for on-water recreation access here, perhaps in addition to
those planned in the K Rd Cliffs Master Plan, to connect directly to the restaurant on the golf course. (1, 5)

10

There is significant community and Council desire to establish a shared path connection all the way from Werribee
to Point Cook and Altona. Council is completing a shared path design, extending the trail from Wyndham Harbour
through to Point Cook and Altona. The gap in connectivity will only be the stretch between Werribee Open Range
Zoo and Werribee South. (5). One of the top 10 priorities in the Western Metropolitan Regional Trails Strategic Plan
is to extend the Werribee River Trail (WRT) south of the Princes Fwy to Werribee South on the eastern side of the
river. (10)
The Wyndham Coastal and Marine Management Plan (Final Draft) supports a new river crossing of the shared path
from the western side of the river to the eastern side between 40S and 80S Roads. The Plan proposes that the path
then continues south and extends into a new path around the perimeter of the Graham’s Wetland Reserve before
continuing along the coast to the north east. The Plan proposes a new rest stop at the north west of Graham’s
Wetland Reserve, with views across the river to the Ramsar site. (11)
The Wyndham Coastal and Marine Management Plan (Final Draft) also proposes an alternative route from the K
Road Cliffs down to Werribee South, broadly aligning with existing informal access roads. (11)
Project partners support shared path development as integral to improving recreational access. (2)
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Zone 2: Zoo precinct
Includes both sides of the river. On the eastern side, from Boundary Road to Princes Hwy. On the western side, from the K Road
Cliffs to Princes Hwy.

Detailed description/evidence for map Zone 2: Zoo precinct

1

2

Werribee Tourism Precinct occupies much
of the river frontage - limits public access
to the river.

5

Local residents’ have a strong connection
to the precinct – gathering, walking,
community programs.
Existing canoe slide ramp located
approximately 150m south of the
underpass under Princes Fwy could be
opened up to the public to enable
paddling (zoo property).

Werribee River Park has a carpark, picnic
area viewing platform. No toilets at the
park.

6

Werribee Park Golf Club - popular fishing
spot.

3

Fishers are creating informal tracks and
litter.
Golf club also uses this land for storage detrimental visual impact.

4

The pedestrian underpass under Princes
Fwy is in poor condition and does not
cleanly connect paths on either side.
Potential to improve on western side in
parallel with proposed zoo expansion.
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Island in the middle of the river, just north
of Old Boundary Road contains
conservation bird habitat.

7

7

Concerns about anti-social behaviour in
this area.
Community desire for more and improved
infrastructure – pathways, picnic areas,
playground, kayak launching facilities.
Need to consider cliffs/topography and
proximity to zoo and golf course.
This footbridge is the key cross river access
point in this zone. It connects through to
the open Werribee River Park from the
Werribee Mansion on the opposite bank.
This crossing, combined with the existing
facilities nearby, could be a hub for
recreation supporting infrastructure. (5)

8

This footbridge is the key cross river access
point in this zone. It connects through to
the open Werribee River Park from the
Werribee Mansion on the opposite bank.
This crossing, combined with the existing
facilities nearby, could be a hub for
recreation supporting infrastructure. (5)
Melbourne Water has undertaken a
feasibility study for a multi-use platform to
the south of existing bridge to formalise
fishing, reduce vegetation damage and
litter. However, the location of the
platform would be 300 metres from the
carpark and there are no toilets on this
side of the river. (5)
Additional infrastructure should be
considered to support the new multi-use
platform. A fishing platform and bird hide
are possibilities, with views out to the
birds on the island in the middle of the
river. Constraints to consider are
cliffs/topography and public access so
close to the zoo and golf course. (5)
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Label
#

Detailed description

1

Access to river frontage is limited, as it is almost entirely occupied by the golf course and zoo in this zone. (5)
Residents emphasise a strong personal connection to the Werribee Tourism Precinct as a destination for local
residents to come together, (12) and many community programs are conducted in precinct facilities. (5)

2

A canoe ramp exists on zoo property, on the east side of the river just south of the Princes Fwy. This ramp
could be opened up for public access, but it would require reworking the interface of the zoo with
surrounding public land. Navigability in this zone is also restricted, so implementing an on-water recreation
area for canoes may require providing paths around some key obstructions. (2)

3

This land is underutilised, as well as potentially inappropriately utilised. Competing interests form the golf club
and the public, between its use as a storage area and an informal fishing zone, make diminish its visual appeal
and environmental values. (5, 2)

4

The Princes Freeway underpass and river crossing is old infrastructure in need of repair and upgrades.
Currently, unclear dirt paths and low visual appeal of the area are the key issues highlighted by the
community. As the key connection between the Werribee and any recreation facilities in the lower reaches, its
condition is important to an effective recreation network. Additionally, the connections from the underpass
into the public tracks around the zoo are unclear enough that users often instead move onto goat tracks
between the zoo and the river, which is perceived as a risk by zoo operators. (5)
A second entrance is part of the zoo’s expansion plans. The entrance and a carpark is proposed on the
western side of the river adjacent to Princes Fwy, from the William Thwaites Drive exit as illustrated by the
land shown in the map. Improving the condition of the freeway shared path crossing could be undertaken as
part of the zoo expansion. This could also be an opportunity to open up more land for recreation use, as the
zoo may not require all of its land for a second entrance. (5)
The Riverwalk Estate residential development is increasing demand for local passive and active open space.
Discussions are occurring regarding the establishment of a sports field/precinct on the site that will be used
for the additional zoo entrance and carpark. (5)

5

This island is covered in environmentally significant habitat and has proven an attractive destination for bird
watchers in the area. The original Werribee River Park Master Plan proposed a bird hide placed on the west
side of the river, overlooking the island, to compliment these activities, and that bird watching recreation
should be prioritised here. (5)

6

This area is publicly accessible and has passive recreation facilities. However, it is underutilised and is
perceived as an unsafe, insecure location with antisocial behaviour and damage to facilities. Due to its
proximity to the river crossing, this site could become a hub for recreation supporting infrastructure. (2, 5, 1)

7

This footbridge is the key cross river access point in this zone. It connects through to the open Werribee River
Park from the Werribee Mansion on the opposite bank. This crossing, combined with the existing facilities
nearby, could be a hub for recreation supporting infrastructure. (5)

8

Melbourne Water has undertaken a feasibility study for a multi-use platform to the south of existing bridge to
formalise fishing, reduce vegetation damage and litter. However, the location of the platform would be 300
metres from the carpark and there are no toilets on this side of the river. (5)
Additional infrastructure should be considered to support the new multi-use platform. A fishing platform and
bird hide are possibilities, with views out to the birds on the island in the middle of the river. Constraints to
consider are cliffs/topography and public access so close to the zoo and golf course. (5)

9

Contaminated land from an old waste dump is currently only used in that a nearby viewing platform looks
over the site.
Once the contaminated site is remediated, it could be used for recreation infrastructure. The remediation
presents an opportunity to design the landscape in a creative way. If mounding and capping is used, elevation
could be created, accommodating recreation uses such as a mountain bike track. The existing viewing
platform may not be viable in the future given its proximity to the contamination. (5)
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Zone 3: Town centre
Includes both sides of the river from Princes Hwy up to Edgar Street, just north of the town centre.

1

River is generally narrow and obstructed,
constraining on-water recreation.

2

Riverwalk Estate residential development
is expanding.

3

A path will connect Riverwalk Estate to the
town centre & Werribee River Trail across
the river at Synnot Street.

4

A new park will be developed next to the
river and Princes Fwy in Riverwalk Estate.

5

A path from Riverwalk Estate will connect
to the Princes Fwy underpass.

6

Werribee River Trail, between Princes Fwy
and the town centre.

7

River is fronted by industrial uses in this
area - limits potential for improving access
to the river.

8

Chirnside Park is a large recreation
complex with an oval, tennis courts, lawn
bowls, an outdoor pool and Bungey’s Hole.
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10

Draft Chirnside Park Masterplan proposes
realignments to the Werribee River Trail
away from existing trees and widening of
the path to a minimum of 3 metres.
Draft Chirnside Park Masterplan Proposes
aligning the Trail to form part of a primary
loop path that encompasses the entire
reserve.
The Chirnside Park Masterplan proposes
improving pedestrian connections
between central Werribee and the river.

12

Draft Chirnside Park Masterplan proposes
relocation of the Werribee Angling Club
from its current building next to Bungey’s
Hole.

13

A pedestrian bridge over the river at
Wedge Street across to Wyndham Park.

14

Town Centre Precinct Plan proposes a
riverbank promenade between Werribee
Street and Bridge Street, with retail,
hospitality and passive recreation.
Council is redeveloping Wyndham Park to
become a new community open space.

Bungeys Hole - an old swimming hole with
a picnic area and an island downstream.

11

Draft Chirnside Park Masterplan proposes
improvements - landscaping, nature play
area, food and beverage provision, seating
and new car parking. Consistent with
community suggestions for improvements,
as well as row-boat/paddle boat hire,
kayak/canoe launching facilities.

15

Wyndham Park will have a nature trail and
fitness loop next to the river.
Next to river – edible garden, viewing
platform and picnic and gathering area.

16

Connection between Wyndham Park & the
town centre, over Bicentennial Bridge.

17

Cycle path connecting Wyndham Park to
the Werribee River Trail.
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Detailed description/evidence for map Zone 3: Town centre

Label
#

Detailed description

1

Navigability decreases the further north up the river people go. On-water recreation involving canoeing or
kayaking is highly constrained in this zone.

2

The Riverwalk Estate residential development is expanding on the western side of the river south of the town
centre. This will likely cause significant growth in local family demographics, and so a sharp increase in local
recreation demand. (5)

3

The amenity of existing riverfront paths could be improved and paths integrated with Riverwalk Estate open
space and path development. Through this, residents from the Riverwalk Estate residential development will
have access to the Werribee River Trail, as well as access to the Town Centre across the river at Synnot Street.
(5)

4

As part of the Riverwalk Estate master planning process, new public open space directly connected to the estate
will be developed along the river front. This park could include children’s playgrounds, and potentially a bridge
across the river. (8)

5

As part of the shared trail network, Riverwalk Estate and the west side of the river should be connected to the
Werribee Tourism Precinct and Lower Reaches through connection to the freeway underpass. (5)

6

Shared paths currently connect Werribee Town Centre to the south along only the east side of the river, down
to the Princes Fwy underpass. (5)

7

The river frontage reservation along the east side of the river south of the Town Centre directly neighbours
industrial areas. This has an impact on the amenity and visual appeal of the area, including the existing shared
trail. (5)

8

Chirnside Park next to the river is a significant recreation asset, with an oval, tennis courts, lawn bowls and an
outdoor pool. (5)
People who visit Chirnside Park provide varied reasons as to why, reflecting the range of activities on offer. (1)
The Chirnside Park Masterplan aims to enhance the Park’s interface with the lower Werribee River. Relevant
recommendations include:
•
•
•
•

Significant realignments of the Werribee River Trail away from existing trees and widening of the path
to a minimum of 3 metres. Aligning the Trail to form part of a primary loop path that encompasses the
entire reserve.
Improving pedestrian connections between central Werribee and the river.
Enhancing the environmental qualities of the river-bank.
Improvements to Bungey’s Hole, including landscape improvements, nature play area, food and
beverage provision, seating and new car parking.

People who made comments about the need for more bins and reducing litter indicated that Chirnside Park was
one of the places they visit (1).
If a large-scale kayaking project were implemented, this could be the key town centre landing. (5)
9

Wyndham City Council’s proposed redevelopment of the Werribee Town Centre and Wyndham Park seeks to
activate and better integrate the river with the town centre. (8, 9)

10

The community seeks bike paths over the river and improved cross-river connectivity in general. (1)

11

Bungey’s Hole is used less for swimming now than it has historically. It is now used more for picnics and
protecting native vegetation. The community appreciates that it provides variety from other activities (e.g.
swinging rope), that it provides amenity and is local. (1)
Community engagement ideas for Bungey’s Hole include:
•
•
•

Row boat/paddle boat hire x 2
Café in the current angling club building
Improved BBQ and picnic area
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•
•

Kayak launching platform
Pedestrian bridge linking walking track with river track (1)

Concrete paths below the swimming hole exist, though they are very inaccessible and do not enable passive
recreation. The visual amenity of the space could be improved, and there is opportunity to formalise it as a
canoe launch using the former infant pool area. (2)
12

The Draft Chirnside Park Masterplan and some community members and stakeholders support the relocation of
the Werribee Angling Club from its current building to better enable public access to the swimming hole, and
enhance recreation with a café and other facilities. (1, 2, 12)
The Werribee Angling Club is not supportive of relocation. (2)

13

Proposed as part of the Wyndham Town Centre Precinct Plan, this is supports the community’s aspirations for
improving community connection to the river and local open space. (5)

14

The Wyndham Town Centre Precinct Plan proposes establishment of a promenade connected to the river to
improve community connection to the river. This will connect existing open space with commercial
opportunities and passive recreation. (5)

15

In the development of the Wyndham Park Master Plan, the community indicated that the creation of new
community spaces was a priority. Relevant elements in the Wyndham Park Detailed Design are:
•
•
•
•
•

A nature trail and fitness loop next to the river.
An edible garden next to the river.
Key connections to the town centre, over Wyndham Park Bridge and Bicentennial Bridge.
A viewing platform and picnic and gathering area next to the river bank.
A cycle path connecting to the Werribee River Trail. (7)

16

Proposed as part of the Wyndham Town Centre Precinct Plan, cross river connectivity is a priority, to better
connect the community to the river and existing open space. This river crossing is one element of that plan. (5)

17

As part of the Wyndham Park Master Plan, connectivity to the north of the town centre was important to
maximising community connection and accessibility to the open space. (7)
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Zone 4: Upper reaches
Includes both sides of the river from Princes Hwy up to Edgar Street, just north of the town centre.

1

Wyndham Vale residential area borders
the river up to Heaths Road, with the
Werribee River Trail running along the
river.

2

Opportunities for picnic facilities and
environmental education through the
Manorvale Primary School.

The site for the future Werribee
Township Regional Park - 340ha
regional level passive recreation.

9

3

Users desire more bins and reducing litter.

4

Presidents Park Draft Master Plan
proposes cultural and environmental
interpretive trail.

5

Presidents Park Draft Master Plan
proposes strengthening the north-south
connection along the Werribee River
Shared Trail.

6

Presidents Park Draft Master Plan
proposes paths from the event space to
the river.

7

Presidents Park Draft Master Plan
proposes a ‘quiet’ dog off leash area as an
extension to the existing off leash area.

8

Presidents Park Draft Master Plan
proposes a new natural play area.
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Support for extension of the Werribee
River Trail through and to the north of
the park.

Presidents Park - largest area of active
open space (75ha) in the City of
Wyndham.
Equally the most visited destination in
community engagement - provides easy
access for on-water recreation, it is local
and has a large amount of space. Most
common activity was walking.

Intention for the park to allow for
greater interaction and enjoyment of
the river.

Significant canoeing upstream of the diversion.
School groups with trailers use this part.
Community members use this part and areas
further north.

10

Potential to enhance paddling infrastructure
upstream of the diversion.

Existing pools with ropes approx. 1.5
km downstream of Davis Creek on the
western bank.
Has potential for more use.

11

Werribee River Trail between town
centre and Shaws Road has benches,
drinking fountains and bike racks.

12

River is too narrow and obstructed for
on-water recreation between the
Town Centre and diversion weir.

Some fishing in this area, particularly around
Golden Ave, but not to the same extent as Zones
1A and 1B.

15

13

Informal swimming hole.

16

Informal car parking is damaging the reserve next
to the river.
Potential to improve access and amenity for
canoeing and water sports and formalise car
parking.

17

Werribee and Hoppers Crossing residential areas
border the river up to the northern end of the
study area.

18

Community members visit Davis Creek because it’s
local and provides easy access for kayaking
Suggestions for improvement - kayak/canoe
facilities, fishing areas, picnic areas, bike path, BBQ
facilities.

Canoe launching facility not fit for
purpose – high in the water and steep.
Potential to renew/replace.
Community suggestions for
improvements - canoe hire and kayak
launch platform near Riversdale Drive,
kayak launch facilities just north of the
weir, boat ramp, drinking fountains.

Previous issues platypus deaths from cray
pots/yabby nets. Now signage.
Golden Avenue area good for walking, nature,
birds. Could be enhanced.

Riverbend Historical Park - has an
electric BBQ, shade, seating and car
parking.
Werribee River paddling school uses
the park.

Kayaking is very difficult here due to a lack of
launching facilities and poor facility at Riverbend
Historical Park.
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Detailed description/evidence for map Zone 4: Upper reaches

Label
#

Detailed description

2

One stakeholder proposed the opportunity to connect the Manorvale Primary School students to the river through
environmental education. The primary school is located directly adjacent to the river frontage.
The nearby Manorvale Pools provide opportunities for simple on water recreation. There is a path below the school
and street.
The river banks have been planted out previously with little success due to low maintenance and deliberate
damage, and the site is well suited to a small park and picnic table, with potentially environmental education
facilities to teach students. (2)

3

Presidents Park is the largest area of active open space (75ha) in the City of Wyndham. It provides facilities and
playing surfaces for a number of sports, facilities for the local community and is the venue for a number of annual
community events. (6)
The park is considered to be underutilised. Shared trail infrastructure is insufficient for the needs of users, and goat
tracks have been created along the river frontage where the river branches. These goat tracks are within the
riparian vegetation alongside formal shared paths in some places. (5)
In community engagement for this project, of those people that had visited the Lower Werribee in the last 12
months, Presidents Park was equally the most visited destination (1). Reasons given were because it provides them
with easy access for on-water recreation, it’s local and has a large amount of space. The most common activity was
walking.

4

The Presidents Park Draft Master Plan calls for the establishment of a ‘a cultural and environmental interpretive
trail’. (6)
Community members would also like to see interpretive signage along shared paths. (1)

5

Shared trail infrastructure is currently insufficient for the needs of users, and goat tracks have been created along
the river frontage where the river branches. These goat tracks are within the riparian vegetation alongside formal
shared paths in some places. (5)
The Presidents Park Draft Master Plan calls for the improvement of the trail connections along the river in response
to this. (6)

6

Presidents Park provides facilities for the local community and is the venue for a number of annual community
events. (6)
The Master Plan suggests connections between these event spaces and the river, providing connectivity through to
the broader trail network. (6)

7

In community engagement for this project, of those people that had visited the lower Werribee River in the last 12
months, Presidents Park was equally the most visited destination (1). The most common activity was walking, and
on this basis a dog off leash area could complement the site as a walking destination for those with dogs. (6)

9

DELWP’s intention for the Werribee Township Regional Park is that it should focus on the Werribee River, allowing
for greater interaction and enjoyment of the river. Relevant plans for the park include:
•
•

Extending the Werribee River Trail beyond the park to new residential developments to the north. This is also a
priority in the Western Metropolitan Regional Trails Strategic Plan (10, 13)
The need to guide visitors sensitively around areas of cultural heritage and conservation. (13)

10

This existing pool has some community use, mostly derived form the presence of rope swings along the bank.
Stakeholders and key partners have identified this location as an option for improved on water recreation. (2)

11

Basic recreation supporting infrastructure exists at this location. This is in an ideal position to support movement
between Werribee Town Centre and the on-water recreation opportunities further to the north, and could be a
node for future improvement. It has the potential to connect Presidents Park and the future Werribee Township
Regional Park to the town centre. (9)
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13

The park is utilised, particularly by the Werribee River Paddling school. (2) The existing launch facility is considered
difficult to use and not fit for purpose and has been identified as a priority by both the community and key partners.
(1)
Opportunities identified for improvement to recreation opportunities in this area include:
•
•
•
•
•

Canoe hire (near Riversdale Drive)
Drinking fountains
Boat ramp
Kayak launch platform near Riversdale Drive
Kayak launch facilities just north of the weir (preferably with floating pontoons) x 3

14

Enhancement of water recreation infrastructure upstream of the diversion is a priority for key partners, as the only
location in the upper reaches with significant navigability. (5) Renewal of the existing infrastructure at Riverbend
Historical Park is one way to deliver this. Supporting infrastructure around the confluence of Davis Creek would be
beneficial, given informal car parks and other uses are damaging the reserve. (5)

15

This area, including the Manorvale Pools and Golden Avenue, are the part of the Upper reaches below the diversion
weir where on water recreation takes place. This is mostly limited to fishing, with bird watching and walking the
other key activities. (2) Some simple on water recreation just beyond Manorvale is possible. (2)
There have been issues with people leaving cray pots/yabby nets in the river up near Davis Creek, trapping and
killing platypus. There is now signage in this area. (2)

16

In this stretch of the river young people and families utilise a swimming hole. As a result of these activities, Informal
car parking and other impacts are damaging the reserve next to the river. (5)
Improving on the supporting infrastructure could enhance the on water recreation opportunities of the local area’s
family demographics. (5)

18

Davis Creek is appreciated by the community for its easy access to the water for kayaking. (1)
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7

Lower Werribee River Recreation Priorities

When considering existing formal and informal recreation patterns, community and stakeholder aspirations,
environmental constraints and existing plans and strategies, detailed in Sections 5 and 6, the priorities for
supporting recreation at the Lower Werribee River are to:
•
•
•
•

Create continuous shared path linkages that connect destinations along the river
Formalise access points for informal fishing and bird watching.
Improve access for paddling sports.
Provide a network of supporting infrastructure to support recreation activities such as shelter, seating,
bins and toilets.

A multi-criteria assessment was used to assess different options for delivering on these recreation priorities.
Details of how different options and elements were assessed is provided in Section 7, and this section provides
a summary of the recreation priorities.

Options for responding to priorities
Recognising that recreation priorities could be implemented in different ways (e.g. shared paths on the eastern
or western side in the Lower Reaches zone), a range of implementation options and elements were assessed
using criteria, across two themes:
Responding to community recreation needs and aspirations:

1.
2.
3.

Level of urgency - the extent to which there are significant implications if this is not implemented. For
example, safety issues, community tensions or environmental degradation.
Extent to which the option/element responds to existing community recreation needs and aspirations.
Level of stakeholder support – the extent which this option/element is a priority for stakeholders.

Ease of implementation:

4.
5.
6.
7.

The degree to which delivery of this element/option is impacted by environmental, engineering and/or
planning constraints.
The degree to which this option may have a negative environmental impact.
The extent to which delivering on this option/element is in the project partners’ control and remit. For
example, whether the partners own the land.
Cost implications – the likely cost implications based on criteria 1-6.

The following recreation access options were assessed using these criteria:
Shared paths

The shared path options are illustrated in Figure 6.
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Lower reaches - pathways only on the east side of the river, from K Road Cliffs to Werribee South.
Lower reaches - pathways only on the west side of the river, connecting Old Boundary Road through to
the Ramsar wetlands in the south.
Lower reaches - paths on the west side of the river connecting north, a pedestrian bridge crossing
between 40S and 80S Roads (as proposed in the Werribee River Park Master Plan (2009)), connecting
to paths on the east that connect to the south. This is proposed in the Wyndham Coastal and Marine
Management Plan (Final Draft).
Lower reaches – paths on the east and west connecting both north and south, with a bridge between
40S and 80S Roads (as proposed in the 2009 Werribee River Park Master Plan (2009)). This option is a
combination of the above.
Zoo precinct – upgrading the Princes Freeway underpass and upgrading paths that connect the Princes
Freeway underpass to the Zoo precinct.
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6.

Town centre – development of paths along Riverwalk Estate on the west side of the river, connecting
north from Princes Freeway to Bungey’s Hole, as detailed in the Riverwalk Estate Development Plan.
7. Town centre – development of a river crossing at Synot St (a topographically challenging site), from the
Riverwalk Estate to the Town Centre, as proposed in the Werribee Town Centre Precinct Plan.
8. Town centre – development of a river crossing just east of Chirnside Park at / attached to the Princes
Fwy, as proposed in the Werribee Town Centre Precinct Plan.
9. Upper reaches – in response to community desire to access this area, formalise access to address
vegetation degradation from informal use.
10. Upper Reaches – pathways along the western side of the river, aligned with the intention for the
Werribee Township Regional Park and the Metropolitan Regional Trails Strategic Plan.
11. Upper Reaches – a new river crossing in the upper reaches, potentially around De Garis Place,
improving poor local connectivity across the river.
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Werribee Recreation Nodes

On water recreation

On water recreation options are illustrated in Figure 8.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Lower reaches – development of a multi-use platform on the south west or south east corner of Graham’s
Wetland.
Lower reaches – development of a multi-use platform on the eastern side of the river, near Berias Road.
Lower reaches – development of a multi-use platform on the western side of the river, near 80S Road.
Lower reaches – implementation of multi-use platform as per the K Rd Cliffs Master Plan.
Upper reaches – replace existing platform at Riverbend Historical Park near River Park Place.
Upper reaches – development of a multi-use platform at Davis Creek confluence.
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Supporting infrastructure

Options for supporting infrastructure such as shelter, bins and toilets were not assessed. Recommendations for
supporting infrastructure align with preferred shared path and on-water recreation options identified through
the assessment.

Options assessment
Recognising that recreation priorities could be implemented in different ways (e.g. shared paths on the eastern
or western side in the Lower Reaches zone), implementation options and elements were assessed using several
criteria, split into 2 themes, including:
Tables 1 and 2 summarise the option assessment. Each option was assessed using a Low / Medium / High rating,
represent by numerals 1-3, allowing an aggregate score for each option. High / 3 represents the best
characterisation for that criteria. For the criteria responding to needs and aspirations, an overall score of 3-4 is
considered low, 5-7 medium and 8-9 high. Similarly, for the implementation criteria, a low is an overall value of
4-6, a medium 7-9 and a high 10-12.
Appendix 2 provides the detailed assessment of each option.
Table 1 - Shared path options assessment

Option assessed

Needs score
(out of a
possible 9)

Ease score
(out of a
possible
12)

Lower Reaches – path only on
east side of the river

9

6

Lower Reaches – path only on
west side of the river

7

9

Lower Reaches – bridge and
minimum path

9

6

7

5

8

12

Town Centre – Riverwalk
Estate path

6

12

Town Centre – Riverwalk
Estate bridge

4

8

Town Centre – Centre bridge

4

8

Upper Reaches – Upgrade
Presidents Park paths

9

11

Upper Reaches – Werribee
Township Regional Park Path

5

6

Upper Reaches – New River
Crossing

5

7

Lower Reaches – paths on
both the east and west sides
Zoo Precinct – Refit pedestrian
underpass under Princes Fwy
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Comments

Responds well to recreation needs, but
challenging to implement because of
stakeholder tensions.
Easier implementation, but existing informal
recreation is more prevalent on the east
side.
Aligns with a majority of recreation
opportunities while minimising stakeholder
tensions.
Represents full connectivity, but will require
stakeholder management.
Easy to implement, and a key part of the
path network.
Land and funding available through
developer, but not a focus in community
consultation.
Not an obvious need in consultation, and
cost likely to be high due to topographical
challenges
Not an obvious need in consultation, and
cost likely to be high.
Relatively easy to implement and responds
to community recreation activities.
A longer term need as the park is
planned/developed. High environmental
values.
Potential to greatly improve connectivity to
local recreation, but likely to be costly.
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The following options and elements were assessed for on water recreation, including overall scores:
Table 2 - On water recreation options assessment

Option assessed

Lower Reaches – Grahams
Wetland

Needs score
(out of a
possible 9)

Ease score
(out of a
possible
12)

7

9

8

7

Lower Reaches – West
Platform

7

9

Lower Reaches – K Rd Cliffs

9

11

Upper Reaches – Weir
platform

9

12

Upper Reaches – Davis Creek
confluence

8

11

Lower Reaches – East Platform
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Comments

Not a high priority in community
consultation, but balances land ownership,
stakeholder aspirations and environmental
concerns.
Most in line with existing recreation uses,
but potential stakeholder challenges for
implementation.
Implementation simplified through large
reservation, but less connected to existing
recreation choices.
Formalising/ improving access to on-water
activities is a priority for the community and
stakeholders.
Implementation will need to consider
environmental values and visual amenity.
As an upgrade / refit it is relatively simple to
implement, and supports existing
community activity.
Responds to existing recreation uses and
future need, with few implementation
constraints.
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Preferred options for responding to recreation priorities
This section details the priority options in response to the options assessment. Refer to the two maps below for
illustrations of short- and long-term priorities referencing the following text.
Lower Werribee Recreation Nodes

Legend
Shared Paths
Waterways
Streets

Short term recreation

Zones
Zone 1

Open space

Zone 2

Short Term Pathways

Zone 3

Lower Werribee River Recreation Opportunities
Overall8Map
Figure
- Short term priorities

Zone 4
Zone 5
Zone 6

Legend
Shared Paths

Streets

Open space

Waterways
This map presents the entire scope area, from the
con3luence of Davis Creek to the coast.

Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan

40

Lower Werribee Recreation Nodes
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Shared path network

Short term priorities
1.

2.
3.
4.

Lower reaches – shared paths on the west side of the river connecting north, a pedestrian bridge
crossing between 40S and 80S Roads, connecting to paths on the east that connect to the south. This is
proposed in the Wyndham Coastal and Marine Management Plan (Final Draft).
Zoo precinct - upgrading the Princes Freeway underpass and upgrading paths that connect the Princes
Freeway pedestrian underpass to the Zoo precinct.
Town centre – development of paths along Riverwalk Estate on the west side of the river, connecting
north from Princes Freeway to Bungey’s Hole, as detailed in the Riverwalk Estate Development Plan.
Upper reaches - an upgrade and formalisation of pathways and goat tracks along the river at Presidents
Park.

Longer term priorities
1.
2.

3.

Lower reaches – develop pathways on the east side of the river, from K Road Cliffs to Werribee South,
completing the network in the Lower reaches.
Town Centre – develop river crossings as proposed in the Werribee Town Centre Precinct Plan while
maintaining environmental values. One crossing at Synot St, from the Riverwalk Estate. The other
crossing just east of Chirnside Park at Princes Hwy.
Upper reaches - pathways along the western side of the river and a new river crossing near the weir.

On water recreation

Short term priorities
1.

2.

Lower reaches – multi use platforms at:
o the south-west or south-east corner of Graham’s Wetland.
o the eastern side of the river, near Berias Road.
o the western side of the river, 80S Road.
o K Rd Cliffs, in accordance with the K Road Cliffs Masterplan.
Upper reaches - replace existing platform at Riverbend Historical Park near River Park Place and
development of a multi-use platform at Davis Creek confluence.

Longer term priorities
1.
2.

Complement a fully developed lower reaches path network with increased on water access.
Improve navigability of the river for canoeing and kayaking.

Supporting infrastructure

The recommendations for supporting infrastructure align with the shared path and on-water recreation
priorities.
Short term priorities
•

Lower Reaches
o Bins, toilets, picnic / BBQ areas as needed could have sufficient space on the west side with its
wider reservation, though significant environmental values need to be conserved. This should
aim to address concerns around litter from fishing activities.
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Car parking infrastructure and car access in the lower reaches is initially restricted to K Rd and
Werribee South, with other road infrastructure not accessible to the public, including south of
Boundary Road.
Town Centre and Zoo Precinct are well serviced by existing support infrastructure
o However, renewal of the picnic area and car park in the south west Zoo Precinct should be
explored as part of the zoo expansion (within its existing landholding).
Upper Reaches
o By the diversion weir, connectivity to support infrastructure at Presidents Park and future
WTRP is an option. Toilet, bins and other infrastructure are needed.
o Davis Creek confluence has similar needs, but also suffers from significant informal car parking
that should be formalised or constrained.
o

•

•

Longer term priorities
1.

2.

Develop an understanding of new activities as a result of improved infrastructure and place supporting
infrastructure accordingly.
o As new recreation infrastructure is implemented, accompany new areas of demand with
additional supporting infrastructure.
o The lower reaches should be supported with land-based infrastructure as new on water
access platforms are added.
Expand supporting paddling infrastructure.
o Improve on-water navigability north through the Zoo Precinct, Town Centre and further.
o Establish a connected canoeing trail by developing pathways around obstructions.
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Appendix 1 – Community Engagement Results
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Face-to-face community engagement
The Mosaic Insights project team attended a Sunday Summer Pop Up Park (2 February 2020) in the Werribee
Town Centre and spent time at the Iramoo Community Centre (26 February), talking to local residents about
their recreation use and aspirations for the lower Werribee River.
At the Pop-Up Park, ten people chose to make comments on a map of the study area and 40 people completed
a survey.
At the Iramoo Community Centre, a total of 30 people completed a survey.
Participants

•

•

•

•

A total of 80 people participated in face-to-face engagement activities. Ten people chose to have a
conversation with the project team about their experiences or history with the river and 70 completed a
survey.
The face-to-face engagement attracted a cross-section of ages, with the 25-34 and 35-49 age bracket more
highly represented. This aligns with Wyndham’s population profile, of which these age groups are the
highest proportion.
Of the respondents, over 50% lived in a couple household with children. One parent family and lone person
households were the next highest represented. This is reflective of Wyndham’s population, which has a
higher proportion of couples with children and one-parent family households compared to Greater
Melbourne.
Of the 70 respondents, 36 live in Werribee. Most others (except 2) live in the City of Wyndham. This is
consistent with the of the face-to-face engagement activities, which were undertaken at local events and
facilities.

Most popular recreation and leisure activities

•

•

•

•

•

When considering recreation and leisure activities generally, walking (including dog walking) was the most
popular activity (28 of 70 people) amongst respondents, followed by bike riding (7 people) and swimming (6
people).
When asked specifically about which nature based recreation activities respondents undertake,
walking/bushwalking were the most popular (54 people), followed by picnicking (33 people), swimming (25
people), mountain biking/cycling (23 people) and fishing (16 people).
49 people indicated that they had visited the Lower Werribee in the last 12 months. The most popular
destination was Werribee South Conservation Reserve (16 people visited), followed by President’s Park (7
people visited).
The most popular activity was walking, undertaken by 16 of 35 people who indicated which activity they
had undertaken. The most visited area for walking was Werribee South Conservation Reserve and
President’s Park. All the other activities were undertaken by 1-3 people. These included fishing at the
Werribee South Conservation Reserve, kayaking/canoeing at Werribee South Conservation Reserve or
President’s Park, picnics/BBQs, enjoying scenery at K Road Cliffs,
Only one person said they visited the Werribee River to kayak in the last 12 months, at Presidents Park.

Most visited areas

•

President’s Park had the highest number of visitors (32), because it provides them with easy access for onwater recreation, it is local and has a large amount of space.
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•

•
•
•
•

The second most frequently visited area was around Werribee South (31), with the main reason being that
it is local. Other reasons that rated highly were that it is accessible, dog friendly and provides a nice
environment.
19 people said they had visited Chirnside Park. The reasons varied, reflecting the variety of activities on
offer at the park.
K Road Cliffs were visited by 19 people, highly valued for their scenery.
13 people had visited Bungey’s Hole. Reasons for visiting were that it provides variety from other activities
(e.g. swinging rope), provides a nice environment and is local.
Davis Creek confluence was visited by 7 people, because it’s local and provides easy access for kayaking.

How people get to the lower Werribee River

•

Driving is the most common way people get to the river (46 people), followed by walking (29 people) and
cycling (13 people).

Why people don’t visit the lower Werribee River

•

The most common reasons given for not visiting the Werribee River were a lack of information - being
unaware of what is on offer at the river, couldn’t find the entrance, were concerned about getting lost, or
were unsure of the traffic and road conditions.

Suggestions for improvement

•

45 people provided suggestions for improvements (some provided multiple suggestions) at the Lower
Werribee River. The largest number of comments (20) were related to the cleanliness and maintenance,
particularly litter and the need for more bins. The people that made these comments visited Werribee
South Conservation Reserve, K Road Cliffs, President’s Park and Chirnside Park. The second largest number
were related to improving or new facilities, including safety and improved paths for pedestrians and
children’s play areas. Comments were made about areas along the whole length of the study area. Safety
improvements were also raised, including anti-social behaviour, loitering, a lack of activation and lack of
lighting.

What makes a good nature-based experience

•

•

64 people provided a response about what makes a good or bad nature-based recreation experience. The
most frequent reasons for a good experience were the natural environment/parks (cited 14 times),
followed by good weather (11), social interaction (8), a peaceful/relaxing experience (8), cleanliness (6) and
good paths (6).
The most frequent reasons for a bad experience were a rubbish/lack of bins (8), and lack of facilities (8)
such as shelter, toilets, car parking, picnic facilities and water fountains.

Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan

46

Online community engagement
Online engagement on Melbourne Water’s ‘yoursay’ community engagement website was undertaken for a
period of three weeks. Respondents had the option of adding comments to a map of the study area, or to
complete a survey.
19 people made a total of 68 comments on the map. 27 people responded to a survey.
Mapping exercise
Participants
• 19 people put a total of 68 pins on the map. Of the respondents who supplied their address, most lived in
Werribee, Werribee South or Cocoroc.
Pin locations and commentary

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Davis Creek Confluence:
o Kayak/canoe facilities
o Fishing areas, picnic areas, bike path, BBQ facilities
Riverwalk Estate
o A trail mirroring Werribee River Trail
o A bridge across the river
o Children’s playgrounds
K Road Cliffs
o Picnic facilities and fishing jetties on island in the middle of the river
o Canoe hire x 2
o Bridge over to the other side of the river
o Commercial tea house/café
o Fishing platform
Werribee Park
o Development of a regional park hub with improved access roads, car parking and amenities
o Kayak launching facilities x 2 (in the south of the park)
o Improved access and pathways
o Picnic areas, children’s playground
o Riverboat tours up and down the river
Paths
o Shared paths and habitat restoration in the western side of the river all the way to the mouth of
the river x 4
o Pedestrian bridge over the river at the end of Edgar Street (north of Princes Fwy)
o Bike paths and trails on both sides of the river north of Princes Hwy
o Bike path over the river at Chirnside Park to connect bike paths on both sides of the river (without
using the existing walkway over the road bridge).
o Bike path and trails in the eastern side of the river down to Werribee South.
o Improved connection to the Federation Trail x 2.
Bungey’s Hole
o Row boat/paddle boat hire x 2
o Café in the current angling club building
o Improved BBQ and picnic area
o Kayak launching platform
o Pedestrian bridge linking walking track with river track
Riverbend Historical Park
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•

o Canoe hire (near Riversdale Drive)
o Drinking fountains
o Boat ramp
o Kayak launch platform near Riversdale Drive
o Kayak launch facilities just north of the weir (preferably with floating pontoons) x 3
Werribee South
o A 100m fishing pier to enable fishing in the bay
o A bridge connecting Graham’s Wetland Reserve with the opposite bank
o Picnic and BBQ facilities on the bank opposite Graham’s Wetland Reserve
o Picnic facilities and paths at Graham’s Wetland Reserve

Additional commentary

•
•
•

Two people mentioned the anti-social behaviour at Werribee Park. One suggested locking the gates at
night.
One participant suggested water quality infrastructure to manage downstream pollutants from the
industrial estate.
One person said they would like information when out walking e.g. flora and fauna, history of the weir.

Online survey
Participants

•
•
•
•

27 people completed an online survey.
23 respondents had visited the Lower Werribee River in the last 12 months.
Most respondents lived in the City of Wyndham.
There was a spread of ages, including 3 x 25-34 year olds, 6 x 35-44 year olds, 7 x 45-54 year olds, 5 x 55-64
year olds and 3 x 65-74 year olds.

Most popular recreation and leisure activities

•

•

When asked about their recreation and leisure activities generally, 14 people indicated that they walk, and
5 said they jog/run. Fishing was the next most popular activity (10 people), followed by bike riding (9
people) and kayaking (8 people).
When asked specifically which nature-based activities they engage in, numbers were:
o Walking/bushwalking (20 people, with 19 undertaking the activity at the Lower Werribee River in
the last 12 months). Respondents indicated they use existing trails for walking/running, as well as
Werribee South beach and around Werribee Mansion.
o Picnicking (17 people, with 10 undertaking the activity at the Lower Werribee River in the last 12
months). Areas for picnics include Werribee Mansion, parks and Werribee South. Several
respondents commented on the lack of facilities that prevents spending time at the river such as
picnic tables, toilets, bicycle parking and equipment hire.
o Mountain biking/cycling (14 people, with 11 undertaking the activity at the Lower Werribee River
in the last 12 months). People use existing paths but also indicated they go further afield using the
Federation Trail. The You Yangs were cited by several as their location for mountain biking. Several
respondents mentioned the need to improve the walking trails and the desire for trails from the
beach to the Werribee Town Centre, passing through the tourism precinct.
o Canoeing/kayaking (14 people, with 8 undertaking the activity at the Lower Werribee River in the
last 12 months). Respondents indicated they canoe/kayak in the northern parts of the study area
and further north, as well as other areas in Melbourne and Victoria. Several respondents
commented that kayaking is very difficult due to a lack of launching facilities and that the
launching facility at Riverbend Historical Park is not fit for purpose and difficult to use.
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o

o
o

o

Fishing (12 people, with 9 undertaking the activity at the Lower Werribee River in the last 12
months). People indicated they fish at K Road, the weir wall and lower pools and the eastern part
of Werribee River Park.
Swimming (10 people, with 2 undertaking the activity at the Lower Werribee River in the last 12
months).
Nature study, including bird watching (9 people, with 7 undertaking the activity at the Lower
Werribee River in the last 12 months). Bird watching is undertaken at K Road Cliffs, Werribee Park,
and the Western Treatment Plant.
Trail running (5 people, with 4 undertaking the activity at the Lower Werribee River in the last 12
months)

What people value about the lower Werribee River

•

The aspects that respondents value about the lower Werribee River include:
o The natural beauty, being amongst nature away from built environment and the scenery.
o Nature watching (birds)
o Peacefulness, quietness/remoteness, and serenity.
o Proximity to home.
o The facilities including walking tracks, parks, and playgrounds.
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Appendix 2 – Detailed options assessment
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Shared path options
Lower reaches – East of river only
Lower reaches - pathways only on the east side of the river, from K Road Cliffs to Werribee South.

Level of urgency
Community recreation
needs & aspirations
Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control
Cost implications
Scores

Extending and connecting the shared path network in the lower
3
reaches is the highest priority for the community and stakeholders.
Most informal activities undertaken by the community in the Lower
Reaches occur on this side of the river. Connecting Werribee to
3
Werribee South is a key aspiration for the community.
Connecting Werribee through to Werribee South is a priority for
3
stakeholders in existing strategies and plans.
Development along the east side of the river is constrained by
community stakeholders, and the narrow reservation. Irrigation
1
channels also present engineering challenges.
Existing informal activities degrade some of this frontage. Formal paths
2
will help to protect high value areas.
The narrow reservation, combined with historical tensions over land
1
management present a challenge for this option.
Potential for costs to be driven up due to construction on elevated land
2
and irrigation channels.
9 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
6 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Lower reaches – West of river only
Lower reaches - pathways only on the west side of the river, connecting Old Boundary Road through to the
Ramsar wetlands in the south.

Level of urgency
Community recreation
needs & aspirations
Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control
Cost implications
Scores

Extending and connecting the shared path network in the lower
3
reaches is the highest priority for the community and stakeholders.
Most informal activities undertaken by the community in the Lower
2
Reaches occur on the opposite side of the river.
Connecting Werribee through to Werribee South is a priority for
stakeholders in existing strategies and plans. This option does not
2
connect right through to Werribee South.
The large reservation on this side means few constraints, other than
2
topography. Contaminated land may present some challenges.
Existing informal activities degrade some of this frontage. Formal paths
2
will help to protect high value areas.
A large reservation, but needs to consider the Western Treatment
3
Plant.
Contaminated land may need to be treated and there could be
2
topography challenges.
7 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
9 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Lower reaches – bridge and minimum path
Lower reaches - paths on the west side of the river connecting north, a bridge crossing between 40S and 80S
Roads, connecting to paths on the east that connect to the south. It is proposed in the Wyndham Coastal and
Marine Management Plan (Final Draft).

Level of urgency
Community recreation
needs & aspirations
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Extending and connecting the shared path network in the lower
reaches is the highest priority for the community and stakeholders.
Connecting Werribee to Werribee South is a key aspiration for the
community. Most informal activities undertaken by the community in
the Lower Reaches occur on this side of the river.
Doesn’t provide cross river connectivity.

3
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Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control

Cost implications

Scores

Connecting Werribee through to Werribee South is a priority for
stakeholders in existing strategies and plans. This option does not
3
connect right through to Werribee South.
This option utilises as much as possible the unconstrained wide
reservation on the west side and minimises use of the east side of the
2
river with its associated constraints.
Existing informal activities already degrade some of this frontage, but
2
further impact should be avoided on high value areas.
East - the narrow reservation, combined with historical tensions over
land management present a challenge on this side.
2
West - a large reservation with the key adjacent land owned by
Melbourne Water.
A number of elements have the potential to drive costs up for this
option, including:
• Contaminated land may need to be addressed
0
• Some parts of the path go over mixed elevations and
irrigation channels
• Bridge represents a significant cost risk
9 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
6 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Lower reaches – paths on both the east and west inc. bridge
Lower reaches – paths on the east and west connecting both north and south, with a bridge between 40S
and 80S Roads. This option is a combination of the above options.

Level of urgency
Community recreation
needs & aspirations
Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control

Cost implications

Scores

It is a priority that one of the options for pathways in the lower reaches
is implemented. This option establishes all the potential pathway
2
options, which could be more of a long-term priority.
This option fully connects all existing and potential recreation
3
opportunities.
This option responds to stakeholder aspirations for connections
between Werribee and Werribee South, but consultation suggests full
2
path development is prohibitive from a cost perspective.
Combined constraints from the east only and west only options.
1
Existing informal activities already degrade some of this frontage, but
2
further impact should be avoided on high value areas.
East - the narrow reservation, combined with historical tensions over
land management present a challenge on this side.
2
West - a large reservation with the key adjacent land owned by
Melbourne Water.
A number of elements have the potential to drive costs up for this
option, including:
• Contaminated land may need to be treated
• Some parts of the path go over mixed elevations and
0
irrigation channels
• The breadth of this option requires significant investment
• Bridge represents a significant cost risk
7 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
5 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Zoo Precinct – Underpass refit
Zoo precinct – upgrading the Princes Freeway underpass and upgrading paths that connect the Princes
Freeway underpass to the Zoo precinct.
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Level of urgency
Community recreation
needs & aspirations
Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control
Cost implications
Scores

This underpass, as the barrier or enabler for path access to the entire
lower reaches from Werribee, is key in ensuring effective and efficient
3
access to recreation opportunities.
Community has noted the poor condition of this section of paths,
though it remains well used. Without addressing this section of path,
3
the entire network to the south, and recreation opportunities, are
undermined.
Not explicitly identified as part of any existing strategies or plans, but
2
has been identified as a barrier to access.
Few constraints involved in a refit.
3
Few additional impacts in a refit.
3
A pre-existing public asset.
3
Low cost due to its nature as a refit of existing assets.
3
8 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
12 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Town Centre – Riverwalk Path
Town centre – development of paths along Riverwalk Estate on the west side of the river, connecting north
from Princes Freeway to Bungey’s Hole, as detailed in the Riverwalk Estate Development Plan.

Level of urgency
Community recreation
needs & aspirations
Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control
Cost implications
Scores

Medium term as the Riverwalk Estate builds out.
The families moving into the Riverwalk Estate will increase demand for
recreation opportunities.
Adds to the overall shared path network for the local community.
Supported in the Riverwalk Estate Development Plan.

2
2
2

Few constraints.
3
Few environmental impact constraints.
3
Can be implemented alongside the development and already in the
3
Development Plan.
The space itself is a wide reservation with few elevation challenges.
3
6 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
12 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Town Centre – Riverwalk Bridge
Town centre – development of a river crossing at Synot St, from the Riverwalk Estate to the Town Centre, as
proposed in the Werribee Town Centre Precinct Plan.

Level of urgency
Community recreation
needs & aspirations
Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control
Cost implications
Scores

Comparatively less urgent relative to other options.
Medium term as the Riverwalk Estate builds out.

1
1

This option has been identified Wyndham Town Centre Precinct Plan.
2
Some constraints on the east side, with a narrow reservation.
2
Few high value areas.
3
Limited land ownership constraints and identified in existing plans and
3
strategies.
River crossings have comparatively higher costs, and this site is
0
potentially difficult with river branches and a wide floodplain.
4 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
8 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Town Centre – Centre Bridge
Town centre – development of a river crossing just east of Chirnside Park at the Princes Fwy, as proposed in
the Werribee Town Centre Precinct Plan.

Level of urgency
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Comparatively less urgent relative to other options.
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Community recreation
needs & aspirations
Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control
Cost implications
Scores

The community seeks bike paths over the river and improved cross1
river connectivity in general.
This option has been identified in the Wyndham Town Centre Precinct
2
Plan.
Potentially some constraints from existing development.
2
Few high value areas exist here.
3
Limited land ownership constraints and identified in existing plans and
strategies, however, will have high interest from the community and
2
stakeholders.
River crossings have comparatively higher costs.
1
4 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
8 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Upper Reaches – Presidents Park Refit
An upgrade and refit of pathways and goat tracks along the river at Presidents Park.
Shared trail infrastructure is insufficient for the needs of users, and
Level of urgency
goat tracks have been created along the river within the riparian
3
vegetation alongside formal shared paths in some places.
In community engagement for this project, of those people that had
Community recreation
visited the Lower Werribee in the last 12 months, Presidents Park was
3
needs & aspirations
equally the most visited destination.
The Presidents Park Draft Master Plan calls for the improvement of the
Stakeholder support
3
trail connections along the river.
Constraints
An existing public asset with minimal constraints.
3
Formalising paths will help address environmental degradation caused
Environmental impact
3
by development of goat tracks.
Partner control
An existing public asset.
3
Cost implications
No significant constraints impacting on costs.
2
Scores
9 (needs/aspirations)
11 out of 12 (ease of implementation)
Upper Reaches – Werribee Township Regional Park Path
Pathways along the western side of the river, aligned with the intention for the Werribee Township Regional
Park and the Metropolitan Regional Trails Strategic Plan.

Level of urgency
Community recreation
needs & aspirations
Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control
Cost implications
Scores

Though an option to establish ahead of the broader project, this
section of paths needs to align with the future planning for the park,
and services no immediate need.
There is no existing community call for this option. This option would
connect local to high value environments for nature based recreation,
but additional opportunities for that exist in nearby areas currently.
Pathway connections are identified in planning for the WTRP and in the
Western Metropolitan Regional Trails Strategic Plan.
This area is significantly constrained by Growling Grass Frog habitat
and other areas of environmental significance.
Significant environmental values in this area.
An existing public asset, with most land acquisition complete.
Environmental studies and solutions to reduce impact will be required.
5 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)

1
2
2
1
2
1
2

6 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Upper Reaches – New River Crossing
A new river crossing just downstream of the weir, near De Garis Place, connecting paths on the east and west
sides of the river.
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Level of urgency
Community recreation
needs & aspirations
Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control
Cost implications
Scores

Lower Werribee River Recreation Plan

There are few places to cross the river in this zone, but no priority need
2
for that connectivity was identified.
There is no specific community call for this option, but it would provide
a significant increase in connectivity in this zone, particularly once the
2
regional park is developed.
Not identified as a short term priority.
1
Public assets on both sides of the river, with reasonably wide
reservations. Constrained only by surrounding residential areas – could
2
be some resistance.
Some environmental values in this area.
2
An existing public asset.
2
Potentially significant.
1
5 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
7 out of 12 (ease of implementation)
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On water recreation options
Lower Reaches – Grahams Wetland
Development of a multi-use platform on the south west or south east corner of Graham’s Wetland.

Level of urgency
Community recreation
needs & aspirations
Stakeholder support
Constraints
Environmental impact
Partner control
Cost implications
Aggregate score

This project is not urgent in terms of community aspirations, but is the
simplest way to formalise some on water recreation in the lower
3
reaches.
Whilst this location was not specifically identified in consultation, this
option addresses a need for on water recreation on the east side of
2
this zone.
Stakeholders have identified this as an option to provide for recreation
demand in this zone. Its proximity to adjacent land owners is limited,
2
but could be challenging.
The wetland is environmentally significant.
2
The wetland is environmentally significant, so impact needs to be
2
carefully considered.
An existing public asset.
3
Pathway infrastructure would be required to support this option, as
2
well as environmental assessments and impact plans.
7 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
9 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Lower Reaches – East Platform
Development of a multi-use platform on the eastern side of the river, near Berias Road.
Note: no public access along Berias road in the short/medium term. Access is through the shared trail
network with the closest car parks at Werribee South. Future access could be explored.
There is a need to formalise fishing activities in the lower reaches in
Level of urgency
3
the short term, particularly on the east banks.
Existing informal on water recreation by the community happens in
Community recreation
this zone on the east side of the river. This option would satisfy a need
3
needs & aspirations
for on water recreation in that area.
Stakeholders agree that this is the best option to satisfy local
Stakeholder support
recreation needs, but adjacent land owners challenge public use of the
2
area.
This part of the zone suffers from constraints by the narrow
Constraints
reservation, and tensions with neighbours over existing fishing
1
activities.
The river frontage here suffers from existing degradation which would
Environmental impact
3
be aided by formalisation.
Historical land management tensions constrain control over the public
Partner control
1
land here.
Cost implications
No significant cost implications beyond platforms themselves.
2
Aggregate score
8 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
7 out of 12 (ease of implementation)
Lower Reaches – West Platform
Development of a multi-use platform on the western side of the river, 80S Road.
Note: no public access along 80S road in the short/medium term, access is through the shared trail network
with the closest car parks at Werribee South. Future access could be explored in consultation with WTP.
Formalisation of fishing recreation in the lower reaches is a priority,
Level of urgency
2
but the west side less so than the east.
Community recreation
Informal recreation activity is more prevalent on the east side.
2
needs & aspirations
This satisfies stakeholder desire for formalised on water recreation,
Stakeholder support
3
and is not impacted by land owner constraints.
Constraints
Some topographical challenges for on water access.
2
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Environmental impact
Partner control
Cost implications
Aggregate score

There are scattered areas of high value vegetation along this side of
2
the river.
A significant reservation and less opposing neighbours than the east
3
side.
No significant cost implications beyond platforms themselves, except
2
some elevation challenges for on water access.
7 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
9 out of 12 (ease of implementation)

Upper Reaches – Weir Platform
Replace existing platform at Riverbend Historical Park near River Park Place.
Level of urgency
Improving on water access is a priority for project partners.
3
Community recreation
Community desire for improved infrastructure in this area. This option
3
needs & aspirations
is closest to residents.
Support for improvement of existing on water recreation in this area is
Stakeholder support
3
strong.
Constraints
Significant reservations and existing platform mean few constraints.
3
Environmental impact
Existing platform and recreation use.
3
Partner control
No issues with land ownership.
3
Cost implications
As a refit of existing infrastructure.
3
Aggregate score
9 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
12 out of 12 (ease of implementation)
Upper Reaches – Davis Creek Confluence
Development of a multi-use platform at Davis Creek confluence.
Improving on water access is a priority for project partners, and
Level of urgency
addressing environmental degradation caused by existing informal
3
access to the river.
Community recreation
Community desire for improved infrastructure in this area.
3
needs & aspirations
Support for improvement of existing on water recreation in this area is
Stakeholder support
2
strong.
Constraints
Significant reservation means few constraints.
3
Environmental impact
Will improve environmental impact by addressing degradation.
3
Partner control
No issues with land ownership.
3
Cost implications are driven mostly by the construction of new
Cost implications
infrastructure, and potentially supporting infrastructure such as car
2
parks.
Aggregate score
8 out of 9 (needs/aspirations)
11 out of 12 (ease of implementation)
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