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Yarra Strategic Plan Response 2020
Positive Aspects of the YSP
1. The main priorities of the document are protection of the environment, finding
opportunities to restore the health of the river corridor, more inclusion of cultural values
and improved recreational opportunities. (It could have been a plan that prioritises urban
and industrial development along the river)
2. It is an integrated approach and one that tries to prevent inconsistent ad hoc planning
approaches along the river. Consistent planning controls have been developed from
Richmond to Warrandyte and these should be implemented from Warrandyte to the
Upper Reaches as proposed in the plan.
3. The YSP will be one of the key planning tools for making decisions about the river corridor.
The impact of any proposal regarding the river will have to be evaluated with respect to
the YSP.
4. I support the performance objectives and see the list of projects to achieve these
objectives, their time-frame to achieve these outcomes and agencies responsible as
progress.
5. There is allocated funding for projects along the river although the $80 million is not new
funding necessarily but funding allocated to planned projects.
6. The YSP has been developed with extensive community involvement.
7. The YSP has been developed in partnership with the aboriginal communities along the
river.
8. The YSP can be a tool for identifying key biodiversity areas, potential for connectivity of
habitats and restoration sites.
9. Agencies are required to do an annual report on work they are responsible for.

Concerns
1. Of the funding that has been allocated, some of the money is being well spent such as the
work by the Manningham Council in the Banyule wetlands area. How- ever the proposed
funding allocation by Melbourne City Council on fireworks and Moomba doesn’t enhance
the river environment in fact, contributes to its degradation.
2. There are few specific actions or projects described for the Upper Reaches section. The
Yarra River Trail which is the responsibility of Yarra Ranges council does have some
potential negative impacts on the river.
3. In the upper reaches of the river in the Warburton-Woori Yallock area the YSP advocates
restoration of riparian habitat and conversion of grazing leases to riparian leases on bush
residential properties. I support this proposal but the realities in this area are that a
number of property owners have consistently resisted this move and have successfully
lobbied the government to reduce riparian areas. The YSP needs legal powers to overturn
the special provisions for this area.
4. While the YSP is for a corridor one km wide along the river there needs to be some
provision for tributary management. This is something that could be worked on over the
next years. While much of the land in the Upper Reaches is in National Parks or state
forest, the reality is that state forest areas where logging is taking place can only have
damaging impacts on tributaries. As well poor agricultural practices and irresponsible dirt
bike users can also cause increased sediment in tributaries.

5. Improving recreational opportunities and river access is commendable but not always with
out negative impacts. There are sections of the river that shouldn’t have intrusive
structures like viewing platforms and continuous trails. These can result in increased
rubbish along the river and annoyance of wildlife. The proposed mountain bike trails in
the Warburton area can contribute to habitat destruction and disturbance in the upper
parts of the catchment.
6. While improving access for canoes and kayaks particularly in the Warburton area, there
should be areas designated for paddling and areas free from them where riparian features
such as large trees and logs in the river can continue. Around Warburton, some of these
logs in the river can be potentially lethal and reaches suitable for paddling should be
planned in discussion with the paddlers.
7. An important principle anywhere along the river is that no development that doesn’t need
river access should occur and old sites that were established not needing river access
should be phased out.
8. Since the YSP was being developed the state government has decided to build the northeast link. This will have profound impacts on the river and wetlands in the Manningham
shire. How will the YSP deal with projects of this scale?

