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St Kevin’s College, Toorak
Draft Yarra River Corridor Plan
Land: 31 Moonga Road and 75 Lansell, Toorak
We act for St Kevin’s College, Toorak (College).
This submission is made by the College in relation to the draft Yarra River Strategic Plan (Plan) that has
been prepared by Melbourne Water.
The College has two major education campuses within Stonnington City Council, both of which are located
adjacent to the Yarra River. The campuses are:
1. Heyington, 31 Moonga Road, Toorak (senior students);
2. Glendalough, 75 Lansell Road, Toorak (junior students).
The College opposes the Plan and the process adopted to prepare, consider and potentially approve the
Plan for the following reasons:
1. The College’s land is located with the ‘inner urban reach’ area as identified in Part 2 of the Plan. The
identification of such a vast area, that includes the Westgate Bridge, the Port of Melbourne, CBD,
Richmond, South Yarra, Toorak, Hawthorn, Abbotsford, Collingwood, Fitzroy and Clifton Hill, is
incapable of delivering policy and objectives that are sufficiently bespoke to cater for the substantial
diversity in topographical and environmental characteristics found in that broad area;
2. The planning control which was introduced over the Yarra River corridor on an ostensibly interim
basis in February 2017, Design and Development Overlay 3 (DDO3), is a control that has been
applied to all land with interface to the Yarra River without any regard for the diverse land use
patterns, topographical features or landscape features that exist along the extensive corridor to
which the DDO3 applies.
3. The Plan provides no consideration or guidance as to how privately owned land should be managed
under the Plan and appears to have been prepared on the incorrect assumption that all land that
adjoins the Yarra River, or has been affected by the DDO3, is publicly owned or managed;
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4. The Plan appears to suggest that the DDO3 will be ‘refined’ prior to the Plan being finalised but does
not provide any insight into how the objectives of the Plan will be translated into these refined
statutory planning scheme controls.
These are controls that were introduced without any consultation with land owners and without any
consideration by an independent Planning Panel. To introduce the DDO3 on a permanent basis
would be a gross denial of procedural fairness. This is particularly the case having regard to the
fact that mandatory height and setback controls are contemplated.
5. The College is strongly opposed to the current controls that have been applied to its land.
The DDO3 includes a mandatory height control and limitations on setbacks from boundaries and
overshadowing irrespective of whether a proposed development can meet the objectives of the
control. In other words, much development of land is prohibited by the DDO3 even where that
development would otherwise have no effect on the Yarra River corridor whatsoever having regard
to the topographical and physical landscape;
6. The DDO3 dramatically affects the opportunity for any future development to occur on the College’s
land, despite that fact that there are many proposals that could be possible on the land which do not
result in detrimental impacts on the Yarra River corridor.
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Tamara Brezzi on 8686 6226.
Yours faithfully
Norton Rose Fulbright Australia
Tamara Brezzi
Partner
Norton Rose Fulbright Australia
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