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Disclaimer:  Whilst every effort has been taken in collecting, validating and providing any attached data, Melbourne Water Corporation mak es no representations or guarantees as to 

the accuracy or completeness of the data. Any person or group that uses the data does so  at its own risk and should make their own assessment and investigations as to the suitability 

and/or application of the data. Melbourne Water Corporation shall not be liable in any way to any person or group for loss of  any kind including damages, costs, interest, loss of profits or 

special loss or damage, arising from any use, error, inaccuracy, incompleteness or other defect in the data.  
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Purpose of the document  
The Yarra Strategic Plan will be a ten year strategy to 

establish long -term transformational change in 

governance and work towards delivering the community 

vision for protecting our Yarra River, Birrarung.  

The Yarra Strategic Plan Progress Report , released in 

September 2018, provides a high level update on our 

progress and outlines how the community vision will be 

bought to life through the Yarra Strategic Plan.  

This map book provides the spatial detail of land use 

within the Yarra Strategic Plan study area to und erstand 

current state land use, as well as threats and pressures to 

the river such as population growth and climate change.  

The information has been divided into a number of 

topics:  

¶ Land use and development  

¶ Landscapes and views  

¶ Open space networks  

¶ Access networks  

¶ Tourism, activities and events  

¶ River health and amenity  

¶ Heritage Overlays and Areas of Aboriginal Cultural 

Heritage Sensitivity  

This document can b e read in conjunction with the 

Progress Report  as a reference to the land use analysis.  

These maps have also been used in our community and 

stakeholder workshops to work through the issues facing 

the river corridor and identify opportunities to protect the 

Yarra.  

 

Data sources  

All spatial data displayed is publicly accessible and 

demonstrates existing land use (2018).  

The maps are intended to be used as a reference to 

bring out the stories and issues related to the Yarra River 

corridor. The maps will also be used to test the spatial 

attributes of the values and priorities, which ha ve been 

described for each of the four river reaches.  
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Governance   
The Yarra River Protection (Wilip -gin Birrarung murron) Act 

2017 (the Act), describes several types of land to which it 

applies. These are different but often overlapping 

geographic areas, which are relevant to the operations 

of various provisions in the Act, as well as other legislation.  

The Act desi gnates three categories of land: Yarra River 

land, the Greater Yarra urban Parkland s and the Yarra 

Strategic Plan study area.  

 

Yarra River land  

Yarra River land is the main parcel of land protected by 

the Act. It is covers public and State government owned 

land within 500 metres of a bank of the river that is not 

excluded land. Excluded land is defined in section 3 of 

the Act as the Port of Melbourne ( as defined in the Port 

Management Act 1995 ) and any land within a special 

water supply catchment area listed in Schedule 5 of the 

Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 . 

 

Greater Yarra Urban Parklands  

The Greater Yarra Urban Parklands include Yarra River 

land which is used as public open space or a park within 

a municipal council district and within an urban growth 

boundary. It also includes any other land that the land 

owner agrees may be covered which is within an urban 

growth boundary specified in a plan ning scheme.

 

Yarra Strategic Plan study area  

The Act states that the Yarra Strategic Plan study area 

must include Yarra River land and land of any kind that is 

located within one kilometre of a bank of the Yarra River.  

The Act also outlines that the Yarr a Strategic Plan study 

area may include public or private land located more 

than one kilometre from a bank of the Yarra River that is 

wholly within the municipal districts of Melbourne, 

Stonnington, Yarra, Boroondara, Banyule, Manningham , 

Nillumbik or Yar ra Ranges.  

 

Yarra River reaches  

For the purpose of preparing the Yarra Strategic Plan, the 

river has been segmented into four ôreachesõ. This helps 

to understand specific issues and considerations related 

to different parts of the river across a large stu dy area.  

Map 1 below shows the river and its four reaches, within 

the broader Yarra River catchment. The four reaches are:  

 

Upper rural reach  

The upper rural reach extends from the Upper Yarra 

Reservoir to Healesville . Much of this part of the river 

corridor is surrounded by the Yarra Ranges National Park. 

Upstream of Millgrove, the river flows through a steep 

gorge, enclosed by forests; downstream it opens out to 

flatter terrain and is surrounded by the fertile agricu ltural 

land of the Yarra Valley. 

 

Lower rural reach  

The lower rural reach extends from Healesville to 

Warrandtye State Park. This part of the river corridor 

features open, expansive agricultural land of the Yarra 

Valley. Long range views across the Yarra  Valley are 

framed by surrounding mountain ranges.  

Suburban reach  

The suburban reach extends from Warrandyte (at the 

Urban Growth Boundary, which marks the edge of 

metropolitan Melbourne) to Dights Falls in Abbotsford.  

In this reach much of the river is l ined with a near -

continuous network of parklands and conservation areas.  

The riverõs setting transitions from rural at the metropolitan 

edge to suburban closer to central Melbourne.  

Inner city reach  

The inner city reach extends from Dights Falls to the 

ce ntral city (Webb Bridge). Dights Falls marks a clear 

transition  from the suburban to the inner city and is also 

the point of transition between tidal and freshwater flow.  

The inner city reach includes industrial areas on the river 

flats (many of which are undergoing transition), well -

established residential neighbourhoods, extensive areas 

of parklands and recreation spaces and the Melbourne 

CBD.  

The inner city precincts of Docklands, Fishermans Bend 

and the Port of Melbourne are currently not covered in 

the Yarra Strategic Plan as they are subject to separate 

planning processes. However, they will still be considered 

within the broader context of the river as key points of 

influence within this reach.  
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Map 1 - Yarra Strategic Plan Governance  
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Land use and d evelopment  
The Yarra River begins its journey in the forested upper 

reaches of the Baw Baw plateau in the Great Dividing 

Range east of Melbourne, and flows approximately 240 

kilometres to its mouth at Port Phillip Bay.  

Along the way the Yarra River traverses a rich variety of  

landscapes. This includes the Yarra Ranges National Park, 

the agricultural region of the Yarra Valley, the network of 

parklands and conservation areas that line the river 

through Melbourneõs eastern residential suburbs, industrial 

areas along the inner ci ty river flats, Melbourneõs CBD, 

Docklands, and the Port.  

Map 2 shows the character types found in the 

landscapes of the upper rural reach as well as the Yering 

Gorge water supply catchment area.  

 

Character types in the upper rural reach  

The different way s in which land is used and developed, 

or retains its natural features, create a distinctive 

character for each area along the river corridor.  

Map 2 shows the different character types within the 

upper rural reach, which have the following key features.  

Yarra River conservation  

This character type comprises the extensive State and 

National Parks of the Upper Yarra area. Upstream of 

Warburton, the river is enclosed by the extensive Yarra 

Ranges National Park, and its protected forests meet the 

riverõs edge in many locations.  

Other conservation areas such as the Warramate State 

Forest are interspersed among farmland.  

Rural environment  

This character type comprises the various agricultural 

areas along the river corridor.  

This includes small areas of farmland around Reefton, 

McMahons Creek and Warburton East.  

Between Warburton and Healesville, where the 

topography opens out to flatter terrain, the agricultural 

areas surrounding the river become more expansive.

 

Areas of cl eared farmland are interspersed with heavy 

vegetation of mature native trees and understorey 

planting, particularly along waterway corridors. Buildings 

are mostly obscured from view from the river corridor.  

Agricultural and horticultural activities are maj or 

contributors to the local and regional economy and the 

stunning rural landscapes of the Yarra Valley are a key 

drawcard for tourism.  

Rural township  

This includes the small townships located along the river, 

including Yarra Junction, Woori Yallock, Mill grove and 

Warburton, which are hubs of activity within the rural 

landscape. In some locations, housing or commercial 

buildings are built close to the riverõs edge.  

There is limited public land fronting the river in this reach. 

As a result, many parts of t he river have no direct access 

for the community, or must be accessed on -water.  

Parklands and recreation  

This comprises open spaces and recreation reserves near 

Warburton and Yarra Junction townships. These have a 

more manicured landscape as opposed to a more 

natural bush setting.  

Yering Gorge Drinking Water Catchment  

The Yering Gorge water supply catchment flows from the 

Upper Yarra Dam wall, extending through to the 

Warrandyte area where water is pumped directly from 

the Yarra River to Sugarloaf reservoi r and treated at 

Winneke Water Treatment Plant.  

This water supply contributes 25% of Melbourneõs total 

water demand and during the drought period, supplied 

around a third of the drinking water supply.  

In the absence of formal protections of this drinking  water 

supply catchment, there is a risk that source water quality 

will deteriorate in time due to unsustainable activities and 

incompatible land development.  
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Map 2 - Land use and d evelopment in the upper rural reach  


