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Yarra Strategic Plan Team,
Submission to Draft Yarra Strategic Plan
The Werribee River Association (WRA) supports the aspirations of the Yarra River Strategic Plan.
WRA’s comments on various aspects of the plan can be summarized as follows:
1. There is a need to strengthen the directive language of the report to ensure that collaboration and
coordination does occur.
2. There is a need to ensure the 10 year performance objectives establish a benchmark starting point, and record
an accountable trajectory of changes over time.
3. There is a need to plan for a healthy multi-use river in a growing city.
4. There is a need to recognise the community’s right to be involved in all initiatives.
5. There is a need to recognise the importance of the Draft Yarra Strategic Plan to other initiatives such as
‘Waterways of the West’.

Thank you for the opportunity of commenting on the draft plan.
Yours sincerely,

Werribee River Association
PO Box 74 Werribee VIC 3030
riverkeeper@werribeeriver.org.au

1. Strengthen Directive Language
Quote:
“The draft plan sets out a series of foundational actions to enable collaborative management of the Yarra River
and achieve the 10 year performance objectives.”
Draft Yarra Strategic Plan p.17
WRA sees the need to strengthen the directive language of the report to ensure that collaboration and coordination
does occur.
WRA has been involved in many plans, strategies and other initiatives over decades now, which have used language
which enables, encourages or guides. In our experience we have seen little improvement in the amount of
collaboration within those initiatives by some government agencies and industry which could add a lot to the health
of our waterways.
For example, the rapid urbanisation to the west of Melbourne led by planners and housing developers, has ignored
the landscape, its features and wildlife, and has not helped people live an enriched life out west.
These same organisations have been sadly missing in genuine co-design activities attended by community
representatives such as WRA over a number of years.
Government needs to compel actions in the Yarra Strategic Plan to bring the aspirations into being.

2. Include SMART Performance Objectives
There is a need to ensure the 10 year performance objectives establish a benchmark starting point, and record an
accountable trajectory of changes over time.
The performance objectives need to be more detailed in their implementation, and for example cover environmental
indicators as listed in the Victorian Commissioner for Sustainability’s report ‘State of the Yarra and its Parklands 2018’.
To take these indicators into account would be an excellent example of collaboration with another government entity.
For example, there is a need to recognise work already done on the loss of biodiversity due to stormwater pollution,
and the impacts that has had on our iconic species such as platypus. Decline in numbers and variety of invertebrates,
a staple of the platypus diet, has been noted as a direct result of poor quality stormwater by our own professional
work and our citizen scientists, and by more notable others.
WRA see those indicators as providing a set of parameters which can be used as work areas with set targets and
timelines. The bulk of the 25 indicators show the declining state of the Yarra, and would provide focus points to
improve the Yarra.
Community and government then would be able to see if the plan was working, and make adjustments based on upto-date data as required.

3. A Living River and City
There is a need to plan for a healthy multi-use river in a growing city.
WRA sees the environs of Melbourne’s waterways as being prime public open space, where adults and children can
interact and learn about nature, use and develop their social skills, take risks and be physically active in a healthy and
natural environment.
The waterways themselves have a right to moving clean water, which nurtures habitat and wildlife.
Wildlife have a right to live in waterways and provide opportunities for recreation and wonder for human visitors to
the waterways.
All people should be able to access waterways both physically and visually by the provision of access to views and a
sense of space for all, rather than allowing development to dominate the waterway.
All of these rights and opportunities need to be included in a plan of access and activity nodes where people and
nature can exist in a truly living city and river.

4.

Community Involvement

There is a need to recognise the community’s right to be involved in all initiatives.
The Yarra River Strategic Plan, quote:
“...enables long-term collaborative management between agencies and Traditional Owners, and guides local
planning.”
Draft Yarra Strategic Plan p.17
WRA noted that the plan was prepared by the Yarra Collaboration Committee, which had no positions for general
community representatives.
WRA believes that this is a weak point of the plan, and points out:
 that without wider community representatives there may be a danger that the municipalities and agencies
may miss out on valuable expertise and advice from an interested community and,
 that involvement by community will demonstrate that the agencies and municipalities are collaborating and
accountable to the community for a living river and city.

5. Importance of the Draft Yarra Strategic Plan as a Flagship Project
There is a need to recognise the importance of the Draft Yarra Strategic Plan as a flagship project for other initiatives
such as ‘Waterways of the West’ which is a government & community initiative to bring about improvements to
waterways of the west.
Communities living on or near the waterways of the west – Maribyrnong, Werribee Rivers and numerous other valued
streams, have been working on a community-led ‘rivers of the west’ initiative for some years now, to protect the
rapidly declining natural attributes of the waterways, which led to the Waterways of the West initiative between the
Minister for Water and Minister for Planning.
Communities of the west, most of whom had no waterway manager till 2005 and had called for one for many years
prior, and who have seen rapid urbanisation with many negative effects on the waterways before and since that time,
may see the Yarra Strategic Plan as another initiative which yields little, and lose heart in their passion for such
government initiatives as the Waterways of the West and other activity.
The Yarra Strategic Plan has a leading role to play in actual achievement of collaboration, bringing improvement to the
waterway by a measureable set of indicators, providing a means to bring about a living river for all, and allowing the
community to be actively involved and a jointly responsible partner.
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