Reimagining Your Creek Project

Arnolds Creek, Melton West
Community Update - September 2018

Reimagining Arnolds Creek

Your priorities

The Reimagining Arnolds Creek project aims to create a
desirable open space where people can interact with nature.
The 1400 metre section of Arnolds Creek to be redesigned
extends from Bulmans Road in the west and from Cambrian
Way to High Street, Melton West.

Based on feedback captured online and face-to-face,
the community’s key priorities and preferences included:

Capturing your ideas
In March 2018 we began sharing information about our
Reimagining Arnolds Creek project.
We attended community events, recruited a Community
Advisory Group and held meetings with our project partners.
We implemented a range of face-to-face and online activities
to ensure you had opportunities to share your ideas and
suggestions - and to identify priorities for how the creek could
be redesigned.
Using this information, we developed initial concepts. These
were shared with the community in late July.

• planting trees for shade and native vegetation
• constructing paths to connect you to schools, shops and the
neighbourhood … with different paths to get to places quickly
and another for those who want to take their time
• providing areas for people to sit and listen to water running
in the creek and to enjoy the improved biodiversity
• having nature play areas and educational sites for children
of all ages
• creating a destination to encourage people to visit – and stay.
We also heard that people were concerned about the potential
for flooding, especially at the Bulmans Road crossing. We have
ensured that the redesign won’t make flooding any worse!
The project’s evaluation report, available online, documents
the key findings from this consultation.
yoursay.melbournewater.com.au/reimagining-arnolds-creek

Based on your suggestions and feedback, we developed a clear
understanding of what was important to you about the existing
open space and how it could be improved.
Thanks to everyone who made time to tell us what you like
as well as your ideas, suggestions and priorities for its redesign.
Your feedback has been used to influence the redesign
of Arnolds Creek.
Arnolds Creek near Bulmans Road
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ARNOLDS CREEK SITE

Arnolds Creek site showing
revegetated areas and the
central zone

Cambrian Way

Native trees and shrubs will be planted across the
entire site to improve shade, amenity and biodiversity.
A network of shared paths will provide improved access
to schools, shops and neighbouring streets.

Bulmans Road

These paths will lead people to a central zone –
a ‘destination’ for community, social and educational
activities.

High Street
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CENTRAL ZONE

A series of concrete platforms will enable access to
the water’s edge. These steps can be used as seating
for large group activities at the site.
To improve connections and access to neighbouring
streets, there will be crossing points at the central zone,
Bulmans Road and a crossing to link Piccolotto Drive
to Barleycorn Place. There will also be stepping stone
crossings for easy access across the creek.
To enhance water quality and the aquatic habitat, small
ponds will be created within the meandering creek bed
and there will be areas where water can trickle over rocks.
To view the designs being prepared for construction,
go to yoursay.melbournewater.com.au/reimaginingarnolds-creek

CENTRAL ZONE, SHOWING THE SHELTER AND EDUCATION AREAS

This central zone, located where the two creeks
meet, will be raised to avoid potential for flooding
following high rainfall events. A community
structure will provide shade and protection
from the westerly winds.
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1. Educational garden
2. Major congregating area
3. Gravel area
4. Mounding/open space
5. Viewing/sitting bleachers
6. Interaction with water’s edge
7. Educational landscape
8. Shared path connections
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Creating your vision

What’s next

The priority for Arnolds Creek was to return the concretelined stormwater drain into a natural waterway.

The detailed designs will be completed in October
and construction is planned to start in November 2018.
We anticipate construction to take up to 12 months
to complete.

If we were able to include community ideas and suggestions
into the redesign, we did.
There were some ideas that aren’t in the redesign. This
may have been due to costs, the need for funding or
maintenance by Council or because the suggestion didn’t
align with the project’s aims – to enhance life and liveability.
We shared the redesigned concept drawings with the
community and our project partners to validate the ideas
being developed.
We also began to source seeds and tube stock of native
and indigenous species for planting and reinstatement
of the creek.

As the existing open space will become a construction zone,
there will be no pedestrian or private vehicle access into
the area. Construction will also generate noise and dust.
While we anticipate that work will be completed in sections,
these details won’t be available until we have finalised
designs and awarded the contract for construction.
Stay informed of our progress and the potential impacts
on our Reimagining Arnolds Creek project page yoursay.
melbournewater.com.au/reimagining-arnolds-creek
These drawings give an impression and future-view of the
redesigned open space.

Community Advisory Group meeting

Stepping stone crossings

Project team at Woodgrove Shopping Centre

Central zone, steps/seating

More information
For more information about this project or our activities:
phone 1800 290 769
email ReimaginingYourCreek@melbournewater.com.au
or visit www.yoursay.melbournewater.com.au

To access the TTY and Interpreter Services
TTY 133 677
Interpreter 131 450
To contact Melbourne Water
Phone 131 722 Email enquiry@melbournewater.com.au

