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Challenges for the Sunbury region
Population growth and climate change impacts

The effects of a changing climate, growing population and increasing urban development
will impact the available water sources in the Sunbury region as well as our local waterways.

Why is the population growing?
Existing Urban

Urban Growth Boundary
Freeway

Sunbury has been identified as an area of growth by the Victorian
State Government. The population is forecast to more than double
over the next 20 years.
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See Note

The Victorian Planning Authority has set out a plan for Sunbury. It
outlines a clear vision for housing, transport, employment, open
space, shopping and community services to support this growth.
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See Note
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Existing Open Space

Regional Active Open Space (under investigation)
Biodiversity Values

Population growth increases water demand and will produce greater
volumes of wastewater and stormwater to be managed.
Landscape Values
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See Note

Retarding Basins

See Note

Rivers & Creeks

See Note

Waterway Corridor
Investigation Area

Read more: Growth Corridor Plans

Investigation Area OMR link to airport

Inclusion of arterial roads in the plans does not
indicate a commitment to funding or
declaration as a state arterial road
Infrastructure items shown are indicative and
will require further investigation
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Base map is reproduced with permission
from Melway Publishing Pty. Ltd. 2011.
See Note
See Note

See Note

NOTES
Potential Regional Open Space
Potential for review of Rural Conservation Zone at precinct
Structure Plan stage
Creek crossing under investigation
Craiglee Winery - Existing winery & tourism businesses,
potential for expanded tourism & commercial activities

Legend
Existing urban

To find out more about Sunbury’s Water Future go to:
yoursay.melbournewater.com.au/Sunburys-Water-Future

Future urban

What are the impacts of climate change?

Climate change and our local waterways

Greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide in the Earth’s atmosphere
play a key role in making our planet warm enough to support
animal and plant life. But, these gases have been increasing since
the mid-1800s, causing our climate to change.

Climate change remains a threat to water supplies and the
environment across Melbourne. More drought and heatwave
events are predicted, with less overall rainfall and an increase in
extreme events like storms and floods.

This is a major issue for our water supplies as it will cause:

When our waterways are exposed to increased stormwater, this
leads to poorer water quality and erosion, among other impacts.

•

higher average and minimum temperatures

•

more storms, bushfires and heatwaves

•

less rainfall

•

more frequent and intense heavy downpours

•

rising sea level

Over the longer term, climate change will affect the habitat of
plants and animals that live along waterways and around wetlands.

As well as the impacts of climate change, Melbourne’s weather has
always been variable. We’ve had long periods of low rainfall causing
droughts and periods of high rainfall causing floods.
The harsh Millennium Drought (1997 to 2009) followed the wet
decades of the 1950s and 1970s. It had an extreme impact locally
as our water storages almost dried up.
Western Water acted quickly to construct pipelines that connected
local towns to Melbourne’s water supply system. This helped to
meet immediate water needs but we need to identify additional
water sources to make up for gaps in water availability caused by
climate change and population growth.
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