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To the Committee,
Re: Response to Draft Yarra Strategic Plan
Manningham Council congratulates Melbourne Water, as the lead agency, on the
preparation of the draft Yarra Strategic Plan (YSP), being the first integrated river corridor
strategy. As a member of the Yarra Collaboration Committee (YCC), Manningham looks
forward to working collaboratively with agencies and Traditional owners to ensure that
the environmental, social and cultural benefits of the Yarra River corridor are managed
appropriately for the benefit of future generations.
Manningham Council supports the draft YSP, however we wish to make some minor
modifications to better align this plan with Council’s priorities and existing State
Government projects.
Manningham is predominantly located in the Suburban Reach and part of the Lower
Rural Reach. The draft Plan identifies that land within the Suburban Reach is affected by
three significant State Government projects, specifically the North East Link (NEL)
project, the Bulleen Precinct Land Use Framework Plan (formerly known as the ‘Cultural
River Precinct Structure Plan’, Action 21 of the Yarra River Action Plan) and the
proposed Suburban Rail Loop.
The NEL project impacts on Council’s open space network and more specifically impacts
Bulleen Park, the Bulleen Industrial precinct and potentially could impact on the water
quality of Bolin Bolin Billabong. The full impact of these projects is unknown at this stage.
In response to the NEL project, Council is actively advocating for the redevelopment of
key parcels of land within the YSP study area as future recreational (active/passive) to
offset the impact to Bulleen Park. These are identified in our Yarra River Corridor
Concept Plan, endorsed by Council in early 2019. A copy of the Plan is provided.
Given the impact of the NEL project, Council is keen to improve connections to and
between parklands and key destinations within the Yarra River corridor. On page 106 the
draft Plan states:
‘2.

Investigate potential for a bridge crossing near Birrarrung Park to create a
circuit trail between the Finns Reserve and Banksia Street bridges’.

We generally agree with the objective above, and therefore recommend that the number
of bridge crossings be increased from one to three, in line with what is proposed in our
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Yarra River Corridor Concept Plan. (The map on page 107 illustrating the location of the
proposed bridge crossing would also need to be amended to increase the number of
bridge crossing from one to three).
As part of the NEL Environmental Effects Statement (EES), Manningham Council
advocated for a bridge crossing near Banksia Park to improve walking and cycling
access between Bulleen and Heidelberg Railway Station. This connection is also
consistent with the Heidelberg Structure Plan that seeks to strengthen the relationship
between the Heidelberg Activity Centre and the riverside parklands. This bridge proposal
was also subject to a detailed feasibility study undertaken by both Manningham and
Banyule Councils. This bridge is also identified as a possible project to be delivered as
part of the NEL project.
The other two bridges proposed at Bulleen Park and Birrarrung Park would provide
further improvements to access across the Yarra River that align with the objective to
create circuit trails in this region, and enhance walking and cycling connections between
Eaglemont and Viewbank with Bulleen and Lower Templestowe.
Having three bridge crossings also aligns with DELWPs draft ‘Yarra River – Bulleen
Precinct Land Use Framework Plan’ (the Precinct Framework Plan) and more particularly
Map 5B that identifies connections (refer attached). The Precinct Framework Plan
provides greater direction than the YSP with regard to future land uses and connections
for the section of the Yarra River encompassing parts of Bulleen, Heidelberg and Lower
Templestowe. It is important that the Victorian Government ensures alignment between
the YSP and DELWP’s Precinct Framework Plan.
It is also acknowledged that the Yarra River – Bulleen Precinct Advisory Committee
(Advisory Committee) has been established to provide strategic and statutory planning
advice relating to the future of the Bulleen Precinct and an associated planning scheme
amendment. The timing of the hearing is yet to be confirmed.
On page 97 of the draft YSP, the Suburban Reach Current State Land Use Analysis plan
identifies ‘key views’. In this context we understand that ‘key views’ relate to prominent
look out points along the Yarra River, rather than more long distant view lines or
viewsheds. We consider that the protection of ‘key views’ is important to ensure that the
Yarra River corridor maintains its scenic qualities. It is therefore recommended that one
of the existing objectives relating to the Suburban Reach (on page 102) be modified to
make reference to key views.
Presently the draft YSP states:
•

‘Design buildings to respect the Yarra River’s sensitive landscapes. Ensure
buildings are designed to sit below the height of the canopy.

It is suggested that this statement be modified to read:
•

Design buildings to respect the Yarra River’s sensitive landscapes (and key view
locations)
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Manningham looks forward to continue to working closely with the YCC to progress the
endorsement of the YSP and implemented to protect our Yarra River and parklands for
the existing and future communities can enjoy.
Should you have any questions in relation to the issues raised in this letter please
contact Gabrielle O’Halloran, Senior Strategic Planner on 9840 9467, or
gabrielle.ohalloran@manningham.vic.gov.au
Yours sincerely,

CO20/20220

Encl.
Manningham’s Yarra River Corridor Concept Plan
Bulleen Land Use Framework Plan – Map 5 B Connections
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