DRAFT YARRA STRATEGIC PLAN
PUBLIC CONSULTATION
SUBMISSION COVER SHEET
Submission Number: YSP29
Name (Individual/Organisation): Committee of Friends of Eltham
Lower Park - Incorporated
Attachments: Attachment 1 – Written submission

I write on behalf of the committee of Friends of Eltham Lower Park –
Incorporated (FELP). We thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the Yarra Strategic Plan (YSP) and seek to add our voice to
protect the Yarra and its lands as a source of vibrant spiritual,
mental and physical health in Eltham Lower Park, Nillumbik and
through Melbourne.

This submission contains:
Overview of FELP, the Eltham Lower Park, FELP’s purpose and
primary interests.
FELP’s concerns
FELP’s recommendations
Appendices

Regarding Friends of Eltham Lower Park; our Statement of Purpose
is in Appendix 1. In a nutshell, FELP supports balanced use of
Eltham Lower Park for formal and informal, passive and active
recreational activities. Our particular area of interest is the Lenister
Farm Wetlands area at the confluence of the Yarra River and
Diamond Creek. This smaller part of the park allows for quiet and
peaceful enjoyment of its natural setting and is especially valued by
the older members of our community who seek a place away from
the busy organised forms of recreation in the more “manicured”
parts of the park.
The catalyst for our group’s formation in 2016 was the anticipated
proposal by the Diamond Valley Railway Inc to expand their
miniature train rail network through the remainder of the park. It
quickly became clear that different stakeholders in the park had
broad concerns. Hence our “stop the train” focus became a group
with broader concerns as indicated in our Statement of Purpose.
Stakeholder groups of Eltham Lower Park include:
• Friends of Eltham Lower Park

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friends of Diamond Creek
Diamond Valley Railway Inc (DVR)
Eltham and District Adult Horse Riding Club
Eltham Cricket Club
Eltham Lacrosse Club
Eltham South Pre School Bush Kinder
And at its boundary, Hohnes Road Playhouse.

Park features include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All-ability Copper Butterfly playground,
A second playground
Three sites for Barbeques
Picnic Shelter
Two ovals
Cricket Club rooms
Bike paths
Walking tracks
On lead and off lead dog facilities
Decades long indigenous plantings by Friends of Diamond
Creek
Diamond Valley Railway’s rail network and infrastructure.
Under the DVR lease and management; a Rotunda booked for
party hire.
Car parks to cater for the 6 hour spike of visitors on Sundays
when DVR operate
Lenister Farm Wetlands
Common Ground established in National Reconciliation Week
2018.
Space used for Bush Kinder by local pre-school
Access to the Yarra River footbridge linking to the Yarra trail.
FELP are in discussion with Council about installation of a
petanque piste near the park entrance.
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Overview of FELP’s primary areas relevant to YSP
Lenister Wetlands
You may be as surprised to learn of the Lenister Farm Wetlands
area as we were surprised to note that it is not indicated in the YSP.
On reflection, this may be because it is a man-made wetland. It was
developed approximately 20 + years ago on the site of the former
Lenister Farm to filter the run off of farm-use fertilisers before they
could enter the Yarra River. Allegedly created with about $20,000 it
has become a most attractive and peaceful treed area teaming with
frogs and managed to retain water most of the 2019/20 Summer.
(Appendix 2)
Yarra Landing
Central to this submission is another feature of the Lenister Farm
area. It is one of the few public touch points to the Yarra within the
Nillumbik Shire Council. A highlight of this site is the Yarra Landing
observation deck made by Skill Seekers Inc., Nillumbik Shire
Council, Department of Natural Resources and Environment,
Department of Employment and Education, Training and Youth
Affairs in 1996. It offers a peaceful riverscape up to the bend in the
river at Griffiths Park (Appendix 3) and over a “beach”, a highly
popular spot for dog swimming each day, school holiday fishing with
Dads and some early evening weekend fishing. Mostly carp!
However, Yarra River access could signal both opportunity and
threat.
We note that within the YSP there is an inherent tension between
contradictory objectives; on one hand public access and a range of
potential recreational uses, yet on the other, a ten year and longterm vision for ensuring the best water quality and biodiversity
possible.
We fervently hope these contradictions will be squarely addressed
in the YSP, resulting in policy with real teeth so that binding
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commitments, regardless of local political persuasion, can be
established.
FELP’s Concerns
FELP’s concerns can be listed as:
1. Lack of binding policy in the YSP outcomes
2. Lack of consultation in YSP process
3. The position on biodiversity of our own Nillumbik Shire Council
(NSC)
4. Anticipated proposal for Diamond Valley Railway’s Extension
5. Car parking pressures
6. Biodiversity loss in the face of economic development at the
Park and elsewhere in Nillumbik.
7. Litter
8. Storm Water Management
9. Visitor attractions close to the water
10.Loss of vegetation due to climate change and
development of built forms

First, FELP holds concerns about YSP and process.
Lack of binding policy in the YSP outcomes
Our understanding is that there is no policy in the YSP that will bind
local or state government to specific principles. In fact, government
need only consider local proposals “with regard to” the YSP.
A pro-development, externally influenced council is therefore
unrestricted by the YSP in their consideration of economic
development opportunities. We fear how this, also played out
across multiple councils, can possibly slow or reverse the
downward trajectory of 17 of the 25 environmental indicators cited
in a report by the Commissioner of Environmental Sustainability.
(Source: communication from Yarra Riverkeeper Association)
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Lack of consultation in YSP process
We understand that whilst modern governance (consultation and
collaboration) is meant to be a guiding principle of this consultation
and implementation, our experience with the YSP to date has been
disappointing.
We haven’t experienced the “best practice in public participation”
that the YSP espouses. This is our first opportunity to participate.
Even though our council, NSC, has been an agency on the YCC,
they have not been in contact with us or, to our knowledge, any
other stakeholders in the park.
Furthermore, we were shocked to read in the YSP Part 2B, page
106, Clause 7, the recommendation to:
•

Implement initiatives identified in Nillumbik Shire Council’s
Eltham Lower Park Masterplan Review

This is astonishing because the Master Plan Review does not exist!
If it does exist, it hasn’t been made available to the people of
Nillumbik and it hasn’t been before Council. So we don’t know how
recommendations of a Master Plan Review could possibly have
been considered then endorsed by the YCC or the lead agency.
We request that this clause be expunged from the YSP.
Concerns directly affecting Eltham Lower Park
The position of our own Nillumbik Shire Council
Nillumbik Shire Council is one of the nine councils that were
represented on the committee who, along with state government
agencies and the traditional owners drafted the plan. The plan’s
vision is to balance the river’s continued health with appropriate
community usage and names 4 key “Ten Year Performance
Objectives":
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• A healthy river and lands
Improving the water quality of the Yarra River and protecting its
land, floodplains and billabongs to achieve greater biodiversity.
• A culturally diverse river corridor
• Quality parklands for a growing population
• Protecting the natural beauty of the Yarra River
corridor
The first, a healthy river and lands is pivotal to the other three
objectives.
So it is concerning to find that Nillumbik’s submission to the Yarra
Strategic Plan (Appendix 4) puts forward “Increased Access” and
“New Connections above and beyond those identified” … as a
necessary additional action. The plan already acknowledges the
need for access.
Access to the river and its corridors needs to be handled very
sensitively as access necessarily passes through the catchment
areas of the river corridor. Soil compaction, disruption and removal
of vegetation, and the construction of hard surfaces such as asphalt
tracks all negatively impact on water quality and flow.
In Eltham Lower Park the banks of the Diamond Creek and the
lands of Lenister Farm slope down steeply to creek, river and
wetland and would be very vulnerable to erosion from runoff from
new hard surfaces or railway infrastructure such as that proposed in
Diamond Valley Railway’s extension. We are of course also
concerned that water runoff and winds drive rubbish down to the
river.
We are concerned about the pressures of potential extra visitors
and infrastructure in the park and specifically the treasured
Wetlands environs of the park. The pressures include increased
public access advocated by NSC, boat ramps as referenced in
Future Nillumbik Council meeting on 10 March 2020, the local
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Councillor’s conversations about a desire to see a café in the park
and potential Diamond Valley Railway extension.

Anticipated proposal for Diamond Valley Railway’s
Extension
Appendix 5 shows pictures of DVR’s station and sheds. In addition
to the above mentioned concerns regarding the Diamond Valley
Railway, DVR insurance underwriters now require 1 metre high
non-scalable mesh fencing either side of their tracks whilst the train
is in operation (6 hours on each Sunday, other times by
appointment). If Council allows DVR to expand into the park their
fencing would be an impediment to the wombats and other wild life
along the river, as would the DVR track network. This, along with
their need for a second train platform, bell towers, bridges and
tunnels planned for extra passenger amusement, and presumably
additional toilet facilities, would also interrupt the natural landscape
views, disturb land, obstruct tree planting, and increase noise and
litter. (Appendix 5)
FELP, advocating for the River and the park itself, believe the
intrusion of built forms and a tsunami of visitors that the extension
of the miniature railway would bring will not nurture, sustain or
improve the peaceful ambience of the Yarra River, or its tributary
the Diamond Creek, which is so valued by the frequent users of this
passive recreation area.
Car parking pressures
Car parking remains a major concern but only for the 6 hours a
week that the Diamond Valley Railway operates. Much has been
done in the park to asphalt and add white line demarcations on the
ground for DVR visitors. This disappointed local residents who
prized the park for its bush feel. Yet we understand that DVR seek
more parking still.
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Given the pressures the park already experiences with DVR
visitation one wonders what would happen with an anticipated surge
of visitors, if DVR’s dream comes true to double the length of their
rail track through the park. Obviously there is finite space and
additional parking can only occur at the loss of green treed space.
Biodiversity loss in the face of economic development
opportunities at the Park and elsewhere in Nillumbik.
Our own Nillumbik Shire Council generally have scant regard for
environmental and biodiversity protection when considering
economic development possibilities of land use options. This is
evidenced in Appendix 6; a report by Wedge Tales (supported by
the Warrandyte Community Association, the Friends of Nillumbik
and also the Green Wedge Protection Group) of the current
Council’s decisions. Most notable perhaps amongst them instances
of their voting against council officers’ recommendations and also
against almost half the recommendations prepared by a Community
Panel in the controversial, expensive and prematurely conducted
review of the Shire’s Green Wedge Management Plan. We fear
serious political motivations are at play with long-term detrimental
environmental implications.
Litter
The “State of the Yarra and Its
Parklands" 2018 report records that “the river is in poor condition.
Litter is of particular concern with nearly 180 tonnes of rubbish
pulled from the Yarra River over a four- year period.”
FELP have held a number of Clean Up Australia Day sessions at
Eltham Lower Park and collaborated with a local scout group and
Friends groups in this activity. Our experience in Eltham Lower
Park has shown that increased human activity means additional
litter - a huge threat to the river’s water quality. The quiet, bushy
area of Lenister Farm and the banks of the Diamond Creek, were
free of litter, whereas there was an enormous amount of litter
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around the busy sports grounds, the picnic areas in the park and on
Main Road, the playground near the Diamond Valley Railway, near
the DVR hired party facilities with their balloons and sticky tape and
around the fence lines and car parks generally. Plastic bottle tops
(which become embedded in the soil), and baby wipes (which do
not break down) and hundreds and hundreds of tiny crumbling
pieces of plastic were especially prevalent.
Visitor attractions close to the water
Bearing in mind the 50-year vision for a healthy Yarra River, it is
hard to imagine that a healthy river system could be possible if
there were permanent structures close to the water that would bring
hordes of people to the water’s edge.
We feel it is very important that there is no inappropriate
development within the Lensiter Farm area and at any water’s edge
especially as, all through the YSP, it is repeatedly stated that
canopy, vegetation buffers and protection of billabongs are
important.
Visitors respecting and seeking an ecologically based land and river
immersive experience will be perhaps, by nature of their motivation,
be more likely to act with respect for the environment.

Loss of vegetation due to climate change and
development of built forms
We are worried about further loss of canopy along the river and the
river lands due to climate change and built form.

Storm Water Management of Diamond Creek and the
Yarra River.
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Outside the gates to Eltham Lower Park the Fitzsimons Lane
Upgrade is all but poised to begin. Major Roads Project Victoria will
be removing approximately 900 trees in this project, bridging three
municipalities. Amongst them of course are the highly valued trees
in Eltham on the treed roundabout and our road reserves. These
are to be replaced with approximately 4.4 acres of asphalt and a
10-lane, light controlled, intersection. (A tragic and shortsighted
action before 2027 North East Link benefits can be realised.)
The run off from these polluted hard surfaces poses a serious threat
to all waterways. The new intersection is right beside the Bolton
Street Drain which feeds into the Diamond Creek about 800 metres
from the Yarra confluence.
This is a great worry in our immediate area of the Diamond Creek,
but to state the obvious, ALL storm water management affecting
ALL tributaries and the life of the Yarra remain a great threat to the
quality of the river.

Recommendations
We outline here FELP’s 16-point vision for the Eltham
Lower Park, in the context of the YSP’s four key
objectives, and with reference to our concerns stated
above.
Generally speaking, we urge YSP to push for the development of
binding policy and frameworks to mitigate against the piecemeal,
cumulative degradation and loss of vegetation and habitat. This will
otherwise continue to occur through human activity, economic and
built form development, climate change and lack of proactive
environmental action.
Without rigorous policy and binding agreements this wellintentioned YSP process will be relatively meaningless. Real estate
values will determine economic development activity with attendant
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environmental loss and an immeasurable loss to social health and
social capital. As the world hurtles along a climate change
trajectory, protection and enhancement of the natural environment
we currently are (just) holding onto will become more and more
prized and a tremendous source of public health.
This needs government buy in at the highest levels. Tragically,
short term elected local councils have contradictory vested interests
with long term ramifications. Otherwise the YSP 50 year vision is,
sadly, nothing more than pretty pictures of aspiration.
A healthy river and lands
Improving the water quality of the Yarra River and protecting its
land, floodplains and billabongs to achieve greater biodiversity
1. Lenister Farm Wetlands be added to YSP map and its
strategic considerations.
2. Major Roads Project Victoria (MRPV) to ensure best practice
in all major roads projects and, importantly the storm water
management of Diamond Creek, given that the Fitzsimons
Road Upgrade is so close to the Diamond Creek and Yarra
River. MRPV to work closely with NSC on this problem.
3. Restrict permanent structures, car parking, visitor attractions
other than those with an ecological purpose and footprint
within the 500/1000 metre buffer zone of the river. Compliance
at local government level required!
4. Formally engage with and scale up collaborations with the
Clean Up Australia Day organization to promote their Clean Up
Australia Day EVERYDAY campaign. Akin to the “Tidy Town”
movement. Implementation and coordination by Melbourne
Water and locally, by NSC, and all relevant municipalities
sharing the Yarra River. Local municipalities to provide
administration, community liaison and promotional signage.
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Savings to all local councils in rubbish collection once
community traction develops.
A culturally diverse river corridor
Acknowledging, protecting and commemorating the rich heritage of
the Birrarung and its stories.

1. Indigenous name of Diamond Creek (if known) and all
tributaries to the Yarra River, where known, be integrated to
maps, signage and hence increasingly more commonly
referenced. All relevant agencies to collaborate and produce.
2. Establish significant site status to confluences of ALL
tributaries of the Yarra River, despite our current day
absence of knowledge of “anything very significant
happening there”.
This is recommended as a means to strengthen our current
population’s awareness and sensitivity to the indigenous
people, their past and present relationship and interaction
with the land on which we all stand today. Would also
support Immersion activities recommended herein.
3. Develop an indigenous trail modelled on the Gawa Trail at
Watsons Creek in Lenister Wetlands area and elsewhere in
the park where practical to do so. Involve NSC and local
special interest groups.
4. Assurance from NSC that the Common Ground established
at Lenister Farm Wetlands in National Reconciliation Week
2018 will be maintained and preserved, consistent with
council’s alleged commitment at that time. (Appendix 7) This
may also be applicable at other points along the river on
other municipalities. Liaison with local Indigenous groups
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required.
5. That the confluence of the Diamond Creek and Yarra River at
Lenister Farm is appropriately marked as the place of death
of the wife of Chief Bunjil –ee-nee / Bungaleen, mother of
Thomas Bungaleen. The Argus in 15th October 1861
describes the story and there are several Google references
to the sad and short life of Thomas Bungaleen; described in
terms of the time, not merited today, as a most promising
example of aboriginal assimilation, hoping that he “might yet
become a good citizen”. He died at 18 years of age and was
buried in Melbourne Cemetery. (Appendix 8.)
6. Local government signage provided marking the presence of
those trees; alive or dead, remaining in the park that have
been standing since aboriginal occupation of the land. This
could be instigated by all councils along the Yarra river and
its lands. NSC and Friends of Diamond Creek to collaborate.
7. Promote widely the potential for weekly Bush Kinder
sessions at suitable sites along the Yarra River Corridor –
such as that enjoyed in the Lenister Farm Wetlands area
every Friday morning by Eltham South Pre School. (Appendix
9)
Serendipitously, following Aboriginal Reconciliation Week in
2018, the children have continued to play in the huts
established that day and have maintained them, adding
further branches, sticks and bark.
Excellent educational resources and teaching aids already
exist and through Nillumbik Reconciliation Group and other
indigenous groups.
Quality parklands for a growing population.
Improving the river’s parklands to support community wellbeing and
Friends of Eltham Lower Park - Incorporated (FELP)
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strengthen the relationship between the Yarra River, its community
and visitors.
1.Remove YSP Part 2B, page 106, Clause 7 reference to
Implementation of objectives of ELP Master Plan review, as
such a review doesn’t exist!
2.Encourage use of excellent existing walking, jogging, cycling
pathways from the Main Road entrance to ELP to visit the river,
the landing and the wetlands and to access the Yarra River
footbridge linking the Main Yarra Trail with the Diamond Creek
trail.
This can be implemented through more signage in the park,
provided by NSC, and promotion by relevant visitor information
agencies.
3. Plant thousands of trees and plants as a dense buffer zone
between the river and cleared space. This provides wildlife
corridors, scenic river views and other protections. Mitigate
against opening up the bush floor with loss of understory
plantings, and hence a cycle of further tree loss, inherent in the
dry conditions of climate change.
FELP have assurance from a local Scout group that at a district
level approx. 200 Scouts could be mobilized for this activity; a
logistical challenge but do-able. Elsewhere in Melbourne other
Scout groups in different districts could be engaged similarly.
Such activities apparently contribute to their Landcare
certificate/ badge (as at 2020.)
Locally NSC, Melbourne Water, Friends Groups, and co-opted
special interest groups to be engaged.

Protecting the natural beauty of the Yarra River corridor
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Respecting the significance of the Yarra River’s landscapes. Where
we build, we will protect and celebrate the river’s natural beauty,
landscapes and views.
1.Consolidate land holdings along the Yarra River to strengthen
habitat corridors.
2.Hold back on development of any new permanent structures
along the River corridors and within 500 / 1000 metres of the river.

In conclusion
FELP would welcome further inquiries about this part of the Yarra
River, Diamond Creek and their lands that we treasure so much and
extend a warm invitation to visit our park if practical for you to do so.
Sincerely

for the Commmittee of
Friends of Eltham Lower Park - Incorporated.
29th March 2020
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Appendix 1
Friends of Eltham Lower Park - Statement of Purpose
“The purpose of Friends of Eltham Lower Park Incorporated (FELP) is to
advocate for and work with others to protect and enhance the environmental,
cultural and recreational values of the park and its environs.
FELP supports balanced use of the park for formal and informal recreational
and sporting activities.
FELP seeks to preserve the park, especially the Lenister Farm area, as a
place that, in addition to its more active uses, allows for quiet and peaceful
enjoyment of its natural setting.
FELP is committed to ensuring that this unique local area continues to make
its significant contribution to the wellbeing of the Nillumbik community.”
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Appendix 2 - LENISTER FARM WETLANDS
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Appendix 2 - LENISTER FARM WETLANDS
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Appendix 3 - CONFLUENCE OF YARRA AND DIAMOND CREEK
FROM YARRA LANDING DECK
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Appendix 3 - YARRA LANDING OBSERVATION DECK
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Appendix 4 - Excerpt of Nillumbik Shire Council YSP Submission.
“Increased River Environs access to Yarra”

1. Identified projects in the draft Plan as they relate to Nillumbik
Shire Council include filling in gaps in the parklands and
recreational tail network to provide a continuous open space
corridor and to investigate opportunities for cross-river
connections that will facilitate improved links to the Yarra River
from local recreational trail networks.
2) Further actions should be introduced into the draft Plan, to
ensure that the Yarra River environs are made more
accessible. This may include new connections to
access the Yarra River (and Corridor), above and beyond
those identified in existing recreational trail networks and
strategies (used to inform the preparation of the draft Plan).
Opportunities could and should be sought in development of
new strategic work to identify new recreational and leisure
pursuits aligned to new, improved or expanded connections to
provide greater accessibility to open space areas for the
community to enjoy. To that end the draft Yarra Strategic Plan
should be modified to ensure that new opportunities identified
in other agency and local government strategies can be
considered and implemented, should actions within those
strategies align to the objectives of the draft Plan once
finalised.

Friends of Eltham Lower Park - Incorporated (FELP)

21

Appendix 5 - DIAMOND VALLEY RAILWAY STATION
PLATFORM
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Appendix 5 - DIAMOND VALLEY RAILWAY SHEDS
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Appendix 6 - Wedge Tales newsletter (supported by the
Warrandyte Community Association, the Friends of
Nillumbik and also the Green Wedge Protection Group.)

An important election year in Nillumbik
Council elections are held every four years in Victoria, and 2020 is an election year. They
are due in October, by which time we hope and expect the Covid-19 crisis will have
passed.There’s a lot at stake this year in Nillumbik. 2016 saw the emergence of lobby
group PALS, a closed Facebook Group whose stated position was and continues to be
that the owners of green wedge properties should be allowed to look after their land as
they see fit, without the interference of regulation - a recipe for the gradual loss of the
green wedge as we know it. They ran a campaign which focused on two amendments
proposed by the former council which aimed to enhance green wedge protections. Few
had any real idea as to what these amendments contained but
that
didn’t stop a fear campaign bearing fruit. Selfdescribed PALS founder Karen Egan was elected
in
Bunjil Ward and Jane Ashton in North Warrandyte’s
Sugarloaf Ward. Together with Cr Peter Clarke and Cr Bruce Rankin they formed a voting
bloc of four out of seven councillors which has consistently put development and selfinterest ahead of respect for the planning system and the protection of our green wedge.
The new Council’s position was signalled early. In 2017 it decided to approve a
development application which had been judged inappropriate by council officers. This
application proposed a football oval-sized clearing on a ridgeline and the removal of over
700 trees from a property zoned Rural Conservation in Pigeon Bank Road, North
Warrandyte. The Council ignored the advice of their own experts without revealing their
rationale. As a result of a community campaign which involved not only VCAT but the
Supreme Court the application was withdrawn by the developer.
With this decision the new council demonstrated not only their view of the green wedge,
but also their ignorance of and lack of respect for the State Planning Provisions and the
Local Planning Scheme.
The council attempted to subvert the Planning Scheme in a similar way in relation to an
application to inappropriately develop a property in Barreenong Road, Cottles Bridge.
Again, Council failed to uphold the recommendation by its own planning officers that the
application be refused, so it was left to the community to object at VCAT, which disallowed
the development.
These failures involved both the applicant and ratepayers in misguided expense and
forced the community to devote time and money to compensate for the Council’s failure to
properly administer the Planning Scheme.
All green wedge councils are obliged to create a Green Wedge Management Plan.
Nillumbik’s first GWMP was created in 2010 and was designed to serve, with review, until
2025. For reasons not explained this Council decided that it should be replaced early.
Perhaps to justify the project they launched an extensive program to find out what the
community thought about the green wedge. This entire project is estimated to have cost in
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the vicinity of $500,000 and culminated in a ‘Community Panel’, 40 randomly selected
residents whose recommendations were supposed to ‘inform’ the new plan.
Perhaps surprisingly to the Council, but to few others, it turned out that the community
valued our green wedge and overwhelmingly supported its care and preservation. So it
was somewhat astonishing when the council rejected key recommendations, watered
down others and produced a draft at odds with the recommendations of their own
panel. Following a torrent of negative community comments, including a submission from
a majority of the community panel, minor modifications were made but the general drift
away from environmental protection remained.
In 2018 Council proposed to sell 17 community reserves in Eltham to prop up its budget. It
turned out that these reserves were a valued community asset, as an outcry finally
managed to curtail the program. Upwards of three thousand people turned up at a rally in
March to protest the scheme. Points made by speakers at the rally included the heartfelt
and personal, such as the young woman who related the importance to her family of the
reserve next door to the house in which she grew up. As local historian Andrew Lemon
remarked, “the contest is between short term fiscal expediency and adhering to the
intelligent public town planning policies that helped shape Eltham”. A clear case of a
Council at odds with its own community.
Possibly the greatest damage wrought by this Council has been that done to the
permanent organization. Council efficiency and effectiveness depends upon the
knowledge accumulated over time by its officers. This Council has presided over a cavalier
clean out from CEO down and including all senior planning staff. We read in the Victorian
press of staff on Casey Council being fired in accordance with the wishes of a developer.
Did anything like that happen in Nillumbik? This sort of organization change is costly in
terms of payouts and hiring charges, but the really significant issue is the loss of expertise,
which will take years to repair.
The majority of the current Nillumbik Council have clearly demonstrated their lack of
respect for the planning scheme and for their responsibility to the green wedge Shire. This
is despite the fact that their own community consultation project confirmed that the
overwhelming view of the community is for more, not less protection for our green wedge.
Wedge Tales is supported by the Warrandyte Community Association, the Friends of
Nillumbik and also the Green Wedge Protection Group. We must make sure that next
October brings a cure for what ails our Council. If you care about our green wedge shire
and would consider standing as a candidate in any of Nillumbik's seven wards at next
October's elections let us know by replying to this newsletter.
Not to forget Manningham: North Warrandyte is in Nillumbik’s Sugarloaf Ward while South
of the River, Warrandyte is in Mullum Mullum Ward, Manningham. To be a candidate for a
Ward you need to live in the electorate, either Nillumbik or Manningham, but not
necessarily the ward.
Please also let us know if you are keen to be involved in the campaign to get Wedgefriendly candidates elected, again by replying to this newsletter, with your contact details.
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Appendix 7 - NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 2018.
COMMON GROUND
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Appendix 7 - NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 2018
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Appendix 8 – The Story of Bungaleen
Acknowledging the work kindly offered by local historian Peter Van
Eeken. A briefly paraphrased story from the The Argus 15th October
1861.
The Story of Bungaleen.
In late 1830’s a boy named Bungaleen was born to a young
aboriginal woman. She was one of two wives of a celebrated
captive chief of Gipps Land. Chief Chief Bunjil –ee-nee / Bungaleen,
was captured and chained to a gum tree for many days. Eventually
freed he was strictly watched over by Native Police. Grief stricken,
he died leaving two wives, “lubras”, one was very young with two
infants and they who were brought to Merri Merri Creek Mission
Station. However, tragically the young woman left with a mob of
aboriginal people leaving her two children behind. She was known
to later become diseased and died about 18 months later at a camp
at the confluence of the Diamond Creek and Yarra River.
There are several Google references to the sad and short life of
Thomas Bungaleen; described in terms of the time, not merited
today, as the most promising example of aboriginal assimilation,
hoping that he “might yet become a good citizen”. He died at 18
years of age and is buried in Melbourne Cemetery.
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Appendix 9
BUSH KINDER - ELTHAM SOUTH PRE SCHOOL
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Appendix 9
BUSH KINDER – ELTHAM SOUTH PRE SCHOOL

Photo deliberately taken at distance to ensure privacy of children.
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