The Draft Whakamahere
Whakatū Nelson Plan
Smart Little City, Smart Nelson Plan

MAYOR'S MESSAGE
Welcome to this special issue of
Our Nelson – a chance for us
to delve deeper into the Draft
Whakamahere Whakatu- Nelson
Plan. It’s a document which, once
notified (in 2022), will help shape
how our Smart Little City grows
and develops and how we respond
to climate change, whilst ensuring
we continue to care for Nelson’s
natural environment.

The Draft Nelson Plan aims to be clearer on
how we manage valuable resources such
as freshwater, whilst being more enabling
of development. It encourages greater
housing intensity, along with an integrated
approach to planning for the growth and
development of our region, within the
framework of climate change response.
The Draft Nelson Plan is a starting point
from which to engage with the Nelson
community and discuss how we can
sustainably manage Nelson’s natural and
built environment for future generations,
and how we can build on the creativity
that our Smart Little City is renowned for.
We want the Whakamahere WhakatuNelson Plan to enable our aspirations, to
offer choice and be easy to use.

As we are still at the draft stage, we have
the opportunity to ask you what you want
the Nelson Plan to help us achieve. We are
keen to have your input to the ongoing
refinement of this important document.
Thank you for taking the time to read
this special ‘Nelson Plan’ issue and for any
feedback you may give. We can only create
a city that is truly world-class if it reflects
the wishes of our community.

Nelson Mayor
Rachel Reese

THE PLAN MAKING PROCESS AFTER NOTIFICATION

Public
submissions

Notification of the
proposed plan to
the public and to
affected parties

Summary
reviewed by
submitters

Council creates
summary of
submissions

Pre-hearing
meeting
(optional)

Further
submissions

Commissioner's
report
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WHAT IS THE DRAFT WHAKAMAHERE WHAKATŪ NELSON PLAN?
The Draft Whakamahere WhakatuNelson Plan is exactly that, a draft.
It does not have any legal effect while
it is a draft document. The purpose of
engaging on the draft is to help the
community discuss what the framework
for the sustainable management of
Nelson’s natural and built environment
should look like.

• The Draft Whakamahere Whakatu- Nelson
Plan builds on a lot of information,
including:

• The Draft Nelson Plan includes Nelson’s
resource management plans – the
Regional Policy Statement, the Air Plan
and Nelson Resource Management Plan
(which incorporates the district plan,
regional plan and regional coastal plan) in
one integrated document.

» February 2019 – Future Development
Strategy February 2019 – Coastal
Hazards.

• We will use this document to manage how
Nelson grows and develops in the future
and to manage how we use and protect
our natural environment.
• The Draft Nelson Plan is different to
Council’s Long Term Plan, which decides
how the Council’s budget will be spent for
the next ten years.

The following sections are either not
included in the Draft Nelson Plan, or
are currently under development. They
will be included in engagement during
2021 prior to being included in the
proposed Nelson Plan in 2022.

~ Previous community consultations:
» November 2015 – key responses
to Nelson’s significant resource
management issues

Air – the Air chapters and associated
appendices will be developed following
release by central government of the
new National Environmental Standards
for Air Quality.

» May 2016 – Stakeholder feedback on
the Draft Regional Policy Statement
» March 2017 – Natural Hazards

Natural Hazards – A broad approach
to hazard management has been
proposed for feedback. The sections
are provisional until technical work
is finalised and public feedback
considered.

~ April – June 2020 – Draft Nelson Plan
key stakeholder engagement
~ A range of technical assessments – these
reports are available on the Council
website: nelson.govt.nz

Airport Zone – the chapter and any
associated appendices are being
developed in conjunction with the
Nelson Airport Company to incorporate
its plans for the future of the airport.

~ New and updated direction from central
government.
~ The continuous feedback from
Te Tau Ihu iwi provided through
an Iwi Working Group since 2014.

Notable Trees – the chapter and
the schedule of notable trees will be
published once the assessments being
undertaken by our consultant arborist
have been completed and reviewed.

TIMELINE TO NOTIFICATION OF THE WHAKAMAHERE WHAKATŪ NELSON PLAN
2015 – 2020
Review
process to
create Draft
Nelson Plan.

OCTOBER TO
DECEMBER 2020
PHASE 1

Further engage with
iwi partners, key
stakeholders, landowners,
industry representatives,
developers and the wider
community on the Draft
Nelson Plan.

HAVE YOUR SAY
We are now seeking your
feedback to the Draft Nelson Plan.
This will ensure that the final Nelson Plan
takes community feedback into consideration
as we develop the best approach to managing
our resources, growth and environment.
• We are keen to hear whether we are
enabling the right sorts of activities in the
right locations or whether we should be
being more or less enabling in some areas.
• We want the final Nelson Plan to help
people to achieve their aspirations rather
than hinder them, which is why we rely
on your feedback on the draft now and
throughout the plan-making process. Let
us know what we’ve got right, and where
there is scope for improvement.
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DECEMBER 2020
TO MARCH 2021

MARCH TO MAY 2021

MAY TO
JULY 2021

Review and make
changes to the
Draft Nelson Plan.

Further engagement on the Air
Chapter, Natural Hazards, Slope
instability, Airport zone, Port noise,
Sites of significance to Ma- ori, Notable
Trees, Special purpose zones and any
other material changes arising from
the previous consultation or emerging
central government directives.

Incorporate
engagement
feedback into the
Draft Nelson Plan.

PHASE 2

Briefing Elected
Members.

LATE 2021
Finalise the
Proposed
Nelson Plan.

EARLY 2022
Formally notify
the Proposed
Nelson Plan.

• This is the first round of public
engagement on the Draft Nelson
Plan. There will be another round of
consultation in early 2021 on issues that
have not yet been finalised in this draft.

• Will the Draft Plan help or hinder your
ability to achieve your aspirations for your
property or the city?

• There will be further opportunity for
submissions after the proposed Nelson Plan
is publicly notified in 2022.

HOW YOU CAN BE INVOLVED

• This current round of feedback is your
chance to let us know what you think
of the direction the plan is heading in
(objectives and policies) and the rules
we’ve proposed in the Draft Nelson Plan.

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT WHEN
PROVIDING FEEDBACK
• Do you think the general approach to
these key issues is appropriate?
• Are we enabling the right sorts of activities
in the right locations or should we be more
or less enabling in some areas?

• Where is there scope for improvement?

We are engaging on the Draft Nelson Plan
until 6 December 2020. To find out how you
can be involved:
• Visit our website – shape.nelson.govt.nz
• Contact us at nelson.plan@ncc.govt.nz
• Call us on 03 546 0200
• Come to one of our public sessions – see
shape.nelson.govt.nz/nelson-plan for dates
and times to find out more about the Draft
Nelson Plan.
In the event of Covid-19 Alert Levels moving
to 3 or 4, all public sessions will be cancelled
and feedback will be sought online only.
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WHEN DO THE NEW RULES TAKE EFFECT?
• The Draft Nelson Plan is in a non-statutory
development stage, which means it does
not have any legal status while it is a draft.
The existing Nelson Resource Management
Plan remains the legal guiding document
until the Nelson Plan is formally notified as
a ‘proposed’ plan.
• The Draft Nelson Plan proposes new rules
for some issues – like intensification,
housing supply and climate change – to
meet the challenges our city faces in these
areas. There are also areas of the plan
where little has changed, because the
current rules are doing their job.

• Once operative, the Nelson Plan will help
us sustainably manage Nelson’s natural and
built environment, by setting out the rules
about how we use our natural resources
and how the Nelson region develops.
• It will become fully operative after a
submission and hearing process scheduled
for 2023 and 2024, and any appeals are
resolved.

• If you build, develop, do business, use water
or land, or do anything that impacts on
Nelson’s environment, the final Nelson Plan
will guide what you can and can’t do.
• The Nelson Plan will start to influence
what is permitted on your property,
whether that’s extending your house,
subdividing or carrying out earthworks,
once it is officially notified in 2022. So get
involved now and have your say!

THE DRAFT NELSON PLAN CONTENT
The Draft Nelson Plan covers our whole region – from Cape Soucis in the
north to Champion Road in the south. The Bryant Range and the mineral
belt define our eastern boundary, while our western boundary extends
12 nautical miles into Tasman Bay.
The Plan includes:

There are six key parts to the Draft Nelson Plan:

• 183 Significant Natural Areas largely in the
northern rural part of our region.

• Part 1 Introduction – describes how the
plan works and fits in with the statutory
context. This part also includes definitions
to help with interpretation and a section
that identifies Tangata Whenua values.

• The need for greater housing intensification
in existing urban areas.
• Our outstanding coastal natural area, which
runs from Cape Soucis in the north through
the Kokorua and Delaware estuaries along
the Glen and the Boulder Bank.
• Our outstanding natural landscapes, which
include the far backdrop to the City spanning
the Bryant Range and the Dun Mountain
Mineral Belt.
• Our amenity landscapes, which include the
immediate City backdrop of the Centre of
NZ, the Grampians, and the Stoke foothills.

• Part 2 Resource Management Overview –
includes the Regional Policy Statement that
outlines significant resource management
issues for the region and iwi and sets the
strategic direction for the rest of the plan.
• Part 3 Domains and Topics – covers the
coastal plan and the regional plan. Topics
range from earthworks to ecosystems.

• Four airsheds – Stoke, Tahunanui, Victory,
and the Brook – each of which has unique
characteristics.

• Part 4 Area Specific Matters – largely
covers District Plan matters including our
urban, rural, and open space zones that
guides which activities can occur where,
and standards that determine the scale
and location of our buildings.

• Five main water catchments – The Roding,
Stoke, Maitai/Maitahi, Wakapuaka, and
Whangamoa.

• Part 5 Efficiency and Effectiveness –
outlines how the efficiency and effectiveness
of the plan will be measured over time.

• An update to approximately 400 heritage
buildings and 1,000 notable trees.

• Part 6 Appendices – Includes nearly 50
technical appendices providing guidance
on matters such as landscapes, freshwater
values, heritage, and noise.

• Our urban area nestled between the
hills and the sea, which contains our key
regional infrastructure including Port
Nelson and Nelson Airport along with
residential and business land.
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KEY TOPICS
The Draft Plan topics span a range of
environmental domains (water, land,
coast and biodiversity), our natural and
physical features (landscapes, heritage,
infrastructure, and built development)
as well as addressing key risks such
as natural hazards and the effects of
climate change. Other parts of the Plan
will be considered during 2021 and
included in the final Nelson Plan.
To find out more information on these
issues go to shape.nelson.govt.nz
Below is a summary of five key topics
which have been a focus of feedback to
date, and areas of key change between
the Nelson Resource Management Plan
and the Draft Nelson Plan.

April 2012

7 OCTOBER 2020

CLIMATE CHANGE
Climate change is an urgent and significant
global, national and local issue. Once
notified, the Nelson Plan will play a key role
in how Nelson responds to the likely effects
of climate change, and how we achieve a
resilient Whakatu- Nelson community.

The Council recognises that
action on climate change
needs to be prioritised, and
that a consistent approach to
addressing climate change
needs to be embedded in all
of Council’s strategic plans,
including the Draft Nelson Plan.
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In May 2019 the Council declared a Climate
Emergency. The Council recognises that
action on climate change needs to be
prioritised, and that a consistent approach
to addressing climate change needs to be
embedded in all of Council’s strategic plans,
including the Draft Nelson Plan. Action on
climate change includes reducing carbon
emissions (mitigation) and adapting to the
effects of climate change (adaptation).

WHAT WE KNOW AND WHAT YOU’VE
TOLD US
We anticipate rising sea levels, more frequent
heavy rain and more intense storms. This
will increase the risk of coastal and river
flood hazards across areas of Nelson. Climate
change will also lead to higher temperatures,
which is likely to increase risks of heat stress,
drought, fire and the potential introduction
of new pests.
We know that Nelson residents are concerned
about climate change and the likely impact
on their community.

HOW DOES THE DRAFT NELSON PLAN
ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE?
The Draft Plan takes into consideration
the significant effects that climate change
is expected to have on Whakatu- Nelson’s

natural and physical resources. It looks at how
the region manages the use and protection
of natural and physical resources, and how
we adapt to the effects of climate change to
ensure the future resilience of the economy,
environment and community.
We are considering options for the need
to mitigate against climate change by
reducing carbon emissions – such as through
intensification and renewable energy. See our
Key Info Sheet for more about these options.
The Draft Nelson Plan takes a risk-based
management approach to managing
the effects of climate change which
acknowledges the uncertainty around climate
change-driven events.
This means that some of the risks arising from
the effects of climate change (such as sea
level rise) are identified. We will be discussing
with the community how the rules around
subdivision, land use and development
now and in the future could be designed to
minimise these risks.
We are still very early in the conversation
and building our understanding of the risks
around coastal hazards and sea-level rise and
will discuss how the Draft Plan could respond
during engagement before deciding what to
include in the final Nelson Plan.
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GROWTH AND
INTENSIFICATION
We need to provide for our growing
population in a way that also looks after
our environment.
This means ensuring there is enough housing
capacity as well as a variety of housing
choices, to meet the community’s needs both
now and in future.
The Draft Nelson Plan supports intensification
of our urban areas and the development of a
wider range of housing types in Nelson City in
a way that considers environmental impacts.

THE NELSON TASMAN FUTURE
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (FDS)
In July 2019, Nelson City Council and Tasman
District Council developed the FDS – an
agreed joint strategy and programme of
actions to help both councils accommodate
expected population growth and the
associated demand for housing within a
compact urban area.

WHAT YOU’VE TOLD US
Community feedback given during the
development of the FDS asked us to provide for:
• an older and ageing population
• smaller household sizes
• more housing choices and affordable houses
• more houses within existing urban areas.

HOW DOES THE DRAFT NELSON
PLAN PROVIDE FOR GROWTH AND
INTENSIFICATION?
The Draft Nelson Plan will help achieve the
aims of the FDS by enabling the types of
buildings our community asked to be built.
There are several different ways to provide for
more intensive housing, including allowing for
taller buildings, greater building coverage, and
increased housing density, such as apartments,
townhouses and second dwellings.
The Draft Plan recognises that building
more housing in existing urban areas needs
to be accompanied by neighbourhood
improvements, e.g. more open space, to
make them safe and attractive places to live
for everyone.

If you live in an area that is likely to be
intensified, parks and reserves and better
recreational and amenity facilities like bike
paths and play areas, as well as sustainable
transport choices, become critical.
The Draft Nelson Plan aims to meet our
changing population’s needs for smaller
dwellings and will provide more housing
choice, in turn making better use of
existing urban land and supporting housing
affordability.
Where can we intensify?
The Draft Plan proposes a range of housing
densities in different areas of the City.
Commercial centres
Our commercial centres are well located,
on or close to key transport corridors and
other key infrastructure and services which
makes them prime locations for higher
density housing. Residential housing will be
permitted above first floor level in all the
commercial zones. The City centre zone,
surrounding Mixed use zone, and Local
centres (Tahunanui and Stoke) allow for the
most intensive housing such as apartments.
Smaller-scale developments are provided for
in Neighbourhood centres such as Victory.
Medium density residential zone
The proposed Medium density residential
zone is located in areas identified in the
FDS including Dodson Valley, behind the
Nelson Cathedral, in the Brook, Victory, and
Stoke and provides for a greater density
of residential development than in other
residential areas.
Increasing residential density can provide for
more housing capacity within a smaller area of
land, such as two- to three-storey apartments
or townhouses. The zone requires quality
development that recognises the valued
features of Nelson's neighbourhoods.
How can we intensify residential zones?
A minimum lot size of 300m² for new
subdivisions will be permitted in the Residential
zone. However, if you’re subdividing a site
with an existing house on it, the minimum
site size is 200m² around the existing house.
Within the Port noise-sensitive areas, the
minimum site size is 600m2.
You will also be able to put two, minor
residential units on a property that has an
existing house. The second and third units
will need to comply with the standards
for residential units, such as setbacks from

boundary lines, building coverage and height,
in order to protect both your neighbour’s and
your own amenity and privacy.
If you are redeveloping or building on a
vacant site, you will be able to build up to
three residential units on the site.
Building height
Allowing for increased building heights in
the residential zone can also provide for
more intensive development. In the Medium
density residential zone the Draft Nelson Plan
is proposing a maximum building height of
11 metres.
Increased site coverage
Providing for more building coverage of land
on a site is also proposed. The Draft Nelson
Plan is increasing the site coverage from 40%
to 50% in the Medium density residential
zone so that sites can be developed to a
greater extent.
Car park requirements
There will be no minimum requirement to
provide for car parking onsite, but there may
be a requirement for accessible car parking.
Development areas
As well as intensifying our housing, central
government requires us to provide enough
zoned land to accommodate our future
growth needs. To achieve this we not only
need to intensify existing residential areas
and our centres, but we also need to provide
for new growth areas.
The FDS identified several new areas which
could be developed for residential use, and
the Draft Nelson Plan provisionally identifies
two main development areas at Maitahi, in
the Maitai Valley and at Saxton between
Stoke and Richmond. As these two areas
could accommodate a large number of new
houses, they will need to be developed
in a comprehensive way to ensure all the
necessary infrastructure is provided and
environmental effects considered, to ensure
that developments fit in well with the
surrounding areas.

There are several different ways
to provide for more intensive
housing, including allowing for
taller buildings, greater building
coverage, and increased
housing density, such as
apartments, townhouses and
second dwellings.
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INTENSIFICATION AREAS
CITY CENTRE ZONE
GENERAL RESIDENTIAL ZONE
LOCAL CENTRE ZONE
MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL ZONE
MIXED USE ZONE
NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE ZONE

STOKE

NELSON CENTRAL

ATAWHAI

7 OCTOBER 2020
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The City centre zone is the business and retail
heart. Residential options will be encouraged
in the City centre zone whilst retaining
commercial use on the ground floor.

CITY CENTRE
We want to ensure that our City Centre
maintains its vitality and vibrancy – not only
as a place to work and shop but also as a
place to live and play.
WHAT YOU’VE TOLD US
In the past, you’ve said that you want the
central city to have more residential living
options, and to provide a better experience
for pedestrians. You also said you want to
see greater control over the appearance of
buildings to create a unique sense of place.

HOW DOES THE DRAFT NELSON PLAN
PROVIDE FOR THE CITY CENTRE?
The Draft Nelson Plan encourages a greater
mix of uses, and a variety of complementary
uses, such as City Centre buildings which
include residential apartments.
The Draft Nelson Plan has two zones, a ‘City
centre zone’ and a ‘Mixed use zone’.

The Draft Nelson Plan allows for buildings
up to 24m high in the City centre zone.
This will support growth within Nelson City
centre, and support the city centre as the
premier commercial centre, and cultural
heart, of the Top of the South.

In the past, you’ve said that
you want the central city to
have more residential living
options, and to provide a better
experience for pedestrians.

Having no requirements for on-site parking
in the City centre zone will enable sites to be
developed more intensively. This approach
recognises the pedestrian and cycle-friendly
nature of inner-city living and encourages
lower emissions transport options.
The Draft Plan encourages a broad range of
commercial activities in the City centre zone
while promoting a mix of retail business and
light industrial activities to the Mixed use zone.
The Draft Plan also sets standards on building
façades in the City centre and Mixed use zone.
Attractive and architecturally detailed buildings
will enhance street frontages, and make
public areas more attractive for pedestrians.
The Draft Nelson Plan also encourages a variety
of residential living options in the Mixed use
zone, as long as they are a good fit with core
business activities. In this zone, the maximum
building height ranges from 12m to 20m.
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Council welcomes comment on the general
approach now. The details for rules will
be established after consultation on the
modelling scenarios and feedback from next
year’s consultation.
Liquefaction

NATURAL HAZARDS
The Nelson Region is located between
the coast, the Bryant Range and the Dun
Mountain Mineral Belt. Low lying land
is adjacent to the flood plains of several
river catchments and some land has been
reclaimed. Other steeper sites are typically
traversed by several fault lines.
Our location is what makes Nelson such a
great place to live, but these natural features
also expose us to flooding, slip, earthquake
and liquefaction risks.
We will never be able to eliminate natural
hazards in Nelson but we can be a resilient,
Smart Little City that adapts to these
challenges. The Draft Nelson Plan will help
us to meet these challenges through smart
land use planning.

WHAT YOU’VE TOLD US
A key message received in feedback on the
Draft Regional Policy Statement in mid-2016
was that climate change needs to be a key
consideration for natural hazards planning.
You asked us to provide more information to
residents on the hazards and risks we face in
Nelson and to include design requirements
for structures in high-risk areas.

HOW DOES THE DRAFT NELSON PLAN
ADDRESS NATURAL HAZARDS?

Liquefaction describes the way soil can
liquefy during heavy earthquake shaking,
losing its structure and strength. In 2017 we
released maps that show areas in Tahunanui
at risk from liquefaction. These liquefaction
hazard maps now form part of the Draft
Nelson Plan hazards map layers. We have
also included rules in the Draft Nelson
Plan to ensure that the risk of damage due
to liquefaction is mitigated for any new
buildings or subdivisions in these areas
by ensuring buildings, foundation and
development locations are suitably designed
to be resilient and follow geotechnical
engineering recommendations.
Fault hazard
We have updated and refined the fault
hazard maps that are included in the
existing Nelson Resource Management Plan
(NRMP) to show areas where the ground
could potentially rupture, creating cracks, or
causing the land to abruptly pitch up or down
(Fault Rupture Hazards).
The Nelson Resource Management Plan
identifies Fault Hazard Corridors as wide
bands of land on either side of known, active
fault lines.
The Draft Nelson Plan focuses on managing
the development and use of areas where
there is a risk that a significant rupture could
occur, by requiring geotechnical designed
foundations for habitable or large structures;
or geotechnical reports at the time of
subdivisions.

Coastal hazards
The Draft Plan includes a preliminary
approach to manage development in areas
of coastal hazards. This approach is being
taken to help inform discussions and guide
the direction of change. it is the start of the
conversation about coastal hazards.
Preliminary modelling of coastal inundation
and erosion has been undertaken. The results
of that modelling has identified that further
detailed analysis and refined modelling needs
to be undertaken to better understand the
extent of areas that could be exposed to
coastal erosion/inundation and the nature
and scale of impacts (if any) that may result
now or into the future. We expect to start
engaging on coastal inundation maps later
this year. The details for rules in these areas
will be established after the consultation on
the maps.
Find out more online at shape.nelson.govt.nz,
email us at ourcoast@ncc.govt.nz, or come
along to one of the Nelson Plan drop-in
sessions listed at shape.nelson.govt/nelson-plan.

Your feedback agreed that
the Council should manage
development differently depending
on the level of flood risk.

River flooding
In 2017 we talked with the community
about flooding and showed areas potentially
affected by flooding, now and in the future.
Your feedback agreed that the Council should
manage development differently depending
on the level of flood risk.
The Draft Plan includes objectives and policies
outlining the general approach that Council
is considering to manage development within
two areas of flooding risk, an area of general
flood risk and an area of high flood risk:
• The general flood area would be where
water levels are projected to be less than
0.5m deep and water speeds are less than
2m per second; and
• The high flood area would be where the
water levels are projected to be greater
than 0.5m deep and water speeds are at
least 2m per second.
Council is undertaking further modelling for
a number of flood scenarios to provide the
technical basis for a community discussion
on the exact boundary of the two flood
areas and what activities and developments
are suitable in each area. That will be partly
guided by the level of risk the community is
prepared to accept along with consideration
of other factors. There will be another round
of consultation early next year once the
modelling scenarios are completed.
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FRESHWATER
Nelson is celebrated as a region with a
healthy natural environment and natural
places that provide habitat for indigenous
animals and plants.
Our rivers, streams, wetlands and
groundwater resources provide a key
connection between the mountains and the
sea. Our rivers and their margins are scenic,
attractive and accessible for swimming,
fishing and playing in.
We have worked with Whakatu- Nelson
iwi and community and stakeholder
working groups to find out more about our
freshwater. In particular, we’ve worked to
understand important freshwater values
and critical freshwater habitats to meet the
requirements of the 2017 version of the
National Policy Statement for Freshwater
Management.
We’ve also carried out technical research
to determine the state of our region’s
freshwater.
The health of our waterways in the upper
catchments is generally good but water
quality in the lower catchments generally
declines. Central government has set a
national direction to ensure that we stop
further degradation and ecosystem loss,
reverse past damage and address the overallocation of freshwater resources.
In August 2020 additional central
government direction was released including
a replacement National Policy Statement
for Freshwater Management (NPS-FM 2020)
and National Environmental Standard (NES
FM). The Draft Nelson Plan has yet to fully

incorporate the new national directions.
We are working to identify what needs to
change and will undertake further public
engagement on this topic.

WHAT YOU’VE TOLD US
Previous engagement has told us we need
to set the bar higher when managing our
freshwater to meet the requirements of the
National Policy Statement for Freshwater
Management.
Where our freshwater is already in a good
state, national policy requires us to maintain
the quality and amount of freshwater we
have. Where our freshwater is degraded we
need to improve it to meet our freshwater
values like swimming and fishing to provide
for kaitiakitanga.
To do this we’ll need to better manage
sediment runoff from land and other
contaminants. We need to increase
our monitoring programmes so we can
understand more about the impacts of
different land uses on our freshwater
environments.

We need to better recognise wetlands as
freshwater habitats. Initiatives like Project
Maitai/Mahitahi and Healthy Streams have
improved the water quality and health of our
freshwater and have also achieved broader
biodiversity benefits for Nelson.

HOW DOES THE DRAFT NELSON PLAN
MANAGE OUR FRESHWATER?
The Draft Nelson Plan is taking a values-based
approach to managing freshwater. The plan
rules are an expression of kaitiakitanga or
guardianship and are based on the values
of Te Tau Ihu iwi. This approach will ensure
that our freshwater is healthy and sustainably
managed, now and in the future.
The Draft Nelson Plan aims to:
• Ensure the integrated management of
freshwater resources (e.g. manage landbased activities that may be contributing
to contamination of our waterways)
• Improve ecosystem health
• Eliminate the loss of natural streams
(e.g. avoid piping of streams)
• Set water quality and water allocation limits
• Deal with pollution sources
• Enable the use of freshwater, while
requiring more efficient water use (e.g.
allowing water takes from streams for
domestic drinking water but limiting nonessential uses)
• Manage the exclusion of stock from
freshwater over time and in accordance
with central government direction (e.g.
streams that are wider than 1m must be
fenced off from stock).

The Draft Nelson Plan is taking
a values-based approach to
managing freshwater. The
plan rules are an expression of
kaitiakitanga or guardianship
and are based on the values
of Te Tau Ihu iwi.
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HOW TO GIVE FEEDBACK
Visit shape.nelson.govt.nz for copies of the draft plan, fact sheets, FAQs and to provide feedback online.
You can also drop your written feedback into us at Civic House, 110 Trafalgar St, Nelson
or post to PO Box 645, Nelson, 7040. Use the handy form below for written feedback.
A summary of feedback received will be made publicly available through the Council’s website
before the Nelson Plan is finalised.

WHAKAMAHERE WHAKATU

NELSON PLAN
SUGGESTIONS BOX

Name		Phone
Address
Email
Keep me updated on the Whakamahere Whakatu- Nelson Plan

Yes please

No thanks

Please use headings for different points to help us understand your feedback better. Feel free to
comment on any topic provided in the information summary, or make a suggestion on any other
planning or environmental issue you think will help make Nelson an even better place.

Topic 1 – e.g. Freshwater

Topic 2 – e.g. Natural Hazards
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Topic 3 – e.g. City Centre

Topic 4 – e.g. Growth and Intensification

Date

Signature

PLEASE ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NEEDED.
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