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INTRODUCTION
PITTWATER COUNCIL IS PLEASED TO SHARE
IMAGINE MONA VALE, ENGAGEMENT
SUMMARY.
This engagement summary documents the
ideas, inspiration and activations that have
been generated for Mona Vale town centre
over an 18 month period in consultation
with the community and stakeholders. It
summarises key elements of the Mona Vale
place planning process undertaken between
January 2014 and June 2015.

Imagine Mona Vale - Engagement
Summary follows on from Mona Vale
Snapshot. Mona Vale Snapshot is a
scoping document, which provides
baseline information about how Mona Vale
town centre is operating and offers an
explanation of the place planning process
that is being applied to Mona Vale.

Feedback has been grouped into themes
presented through the recent Urban
Talks Series and community engagement
activities. These themes have provided the
framework for capturing key ideas about
place planning. Sometimes overlapping,
these themes are the fundamental
components of what makes a successful,
prosperous place.

PEOPLE & DESTINATIONS

RETAIL & ECONOMICS

ACCESS & LINKAGES

URBAN FABRIC & PUBLIC
REALM

4

PROCESS TO DATE
FUTURE DIRECTIONS
ʄ Quick wins and
strategies

KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE
ʄ Pittwater Council
participates in Future Cities
Program 2014
ʄ Research into how Mona
Vale town centre is currently
operating, and what
opportunities and challenges
exist locally
ʄ Pittwater’s ﬁrst Village
Economies Summit with a
focus on Mona Vale

MONA VALE URBAN TALKS SERIES
ʄ Continued piloting and testing placemaking initiatives in Mona Vale
ʄ Generating ideas for Mona Vale
ʄ Capturing conversations with stakeholders
ʄ Identify priorities future directions

PLACE PLANNING
ʄ Council resolution to
undertake planning
process in Mona Vale
ʄ A place-based
approach to planning
established
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SPOTLIGHT ON MONA VALE
ʄ Piloting and testing
concepts and activations
ʄ Demonstrate different uses
of spaces and places
ʄ Commence dialogue with
community on ‘imagine
Mona Vale’

SPOTLIGHT ON
MONA VALE
gathering evidence

JANUARY 2014 - JUNE 2015
From January 2014 to June 2015 the
spotlight has been on Mona Vale. It’s been
a time for cultivating ideas, undertaking
research, testing assumptions and talking
with the community about what they
imagine Mona Vale town centre might look
like in the future. This phase has been
called IMAGINE MONA VALE.
Over an 18 month period, Council, industry
experts and residents have come together
to contribute to generate strategies for
how Mona Vale town centre can be more
successful in the future. Below are some of
the key activities undertaken.

VILLAGE ECONOMIES SUMMIT AND
MONA VALE LONG LUNCH

opportunities for developing Mona Vale’s
liveability, brand and prosperity.
The Mona Vale Long Lunch was a free
community event, which put into practise
many of the place-making theories
presented as part of the summit. Bungan
Lane, Library Lane and Village Park became
dedicated pedestrian spaces for the day,
and were populated with food trucks, art
installations, free workshops, market stalls,
hula hooping and music.
The Long Lunch created a space for
testing how business and community
would respond to road-closures, temporary
reduction in parking, temporary food
vendors and free cultural and recreational
activity. The event proved successful, both
from a social connection and economic
point of view.

Over three days in September 2014
Pittwater Council presented its ﬁrst Village
Economies Summit. The summit included
a launch by Professor Ed Blakely, full sumit
day and Mona Vale Long Lunch community
day.
The summit brought together a dynamic
program of speakers, who presented on
place-making, tourism, place-branding and
creative and wellness industries. Presenters
and participants applied their collective
experience to Mona Vale, discussing the
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3,000+
estimated participants

Try before you buy
informed planning

Testing assumptions

Quick Wins Piloting

Community Engagement

PILOTING ACTIVATION INITIATIVES

2015 Mona Vale has been the site of a
number of activations and pilot programs.

Place-planning involves piloting initiatives.
Drawing inspiration from successful local
and international models during 2014 and

12
activations

By piloting ‘quick win’, low-cost initiatives,
evidence can be gathered about community
priorities and where longer-term investment
might be made.

10,000+

estimated attendance or
participation in events

URBAN TALKS SERIES
Between February and June 2015 Pittwater
Council harnessed the talents of a broad
range of speakers, facilitators, businesses,
creatives, consultants and community to
come together and discuss the facets of
place-planning and the future of Mona Vale
(a full list of speakers and facilitators at end
of this document).

Q&A PANELS
The Q&A panels were designed to generate
ideas and engage the community. The
presenters applied their knowledge to
Mona Vale, reﬂecting on what strategies
they would apply to enhance the town
centre. Participants were also contributors,
bringing their local knowledge to the
discussion.

4 talks
17 speakers
community
engagement activities

WORKSHOPS &
OPEN HOUSES

Workshops were held with practitioners
from a diverse range of ﬁelds. Guest
speakers and participants used creative,
participatory methods to fashion strategies
to enhance Mona Vale.

STAFF WORKSHOPS
A number of workshops were held with
a wide range of staff to exchange ideas,
identify challenges and commence dialogue
on how to address the future of Mona Vale
from a place-based approach.
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WORKSHOPS & OPEN HOUSE

=

1,300
COMMUNITY
COMMENTS

WORKSHOP TOPICS
The merits of place planning - collaborating with stakeholders to create design solutions
Active transport, parking supply & trafﬁc management in Mona Vale
Design and development in Mona Vale - a vision statement
Place-branding for Mona Vale
Night-time design, 24-hour places and the improtance of lighting
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URBAN TALKS SERIES
CONTINUED

PLACE MAKING EVENTS

WEB AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Four events were held in conjunction
with the series designed to provide a
fun atmosphere whilst contributing to
shaping the town centre – pop up alfresco
dining and music, guided place audit
walks, cinema, coffee and chocolate in the
laneway.

ImagineMonaVale photobooth and
social hub

A big thank you to all the businesses and
creative that contributed to this process –
full details in the Acknowledgements.

making
4 place
events

Across a range of activation events, the
#ImagineMonaVale photobooth allowed
members of the community to write their
ideas to improve Mona Vale on a large
speech bubble and have their photo taken
by a project team member. Images were
printed on the spot as well as uploaded to
Council’s Facebook page and social media
hub.

The #ImagineMonaVale social hub allowed
Council to extend the reach of face-toface and event based consultation into the
online world, creating a digital public realm
or town square where innovative ideas
could be put forward for discussion.
Together the photobooth and social hub
allowed those who live, work and visit
Mona Vale to get involved and have their
say too. Young and old enjoyed the playful
experience of a traditional photobooth and
contributed many ideas that have informed
the evolution of place planning for Mona
Vale.

PLACE AUDITS
During the series staff and facilitators led
walking tours across the precincts of Mona
Vale. Participants completed place audits
focusing on the experience of the person in
the place.
Feedback provided through the audits
has informed the future direction of each
precinct.

TARGETED ENGAGEMENT

165

PLACE
AUDITS

ʄ
ʄ
ʄ
ʄ

Community Reference Group meetings
Night-time trader workshops
Mona Vale Chamber of Commerce
Enliven Pittwater Leadership Group

6365

website views

2000+
social media
engagement
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200

IMAGINE MONA VALE
BUBBLES

PEOPLE & DESTINATIONS
THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

In the ﬁrst of the Urban talks program we
discussed that increasingly the planning
and designing of towns and villages is
focused on people. It is the presence of
people that makes a place vibrant and
appealing, and by extension it is necessary
to plan for and develop places and
destinations which cater for people now
and into the future.
Mona Vale boasts a number of pivotal
destinations, including schools, retail and
industrial businesses, parks and sports
grounds, Winnererremy Bay, Mona Vale
Beach, Mona Vale Hospital and related
medical/health services, Mona Vale Library,
Pittwater Council customer service and
community spaces, cafés and dining
and bar options. There is scope to build
upon these existing attractors, as well
as facilitating the development of new
destinations.
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PEOPLE & DESTINATIONS
COMMON POINTS OF DISCUSSION

THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

PLANNING FOR PEOPLE
THE PITTWATER CONNECTION

WHERE ARE THE YOUNG PEOPLE?

Speakers and audience members
spoke to the challenge of engaging
younger people in the conversation
about the Mona Vale town centre.
Observations were made about
Mona Vale’s demographic proﬁle
25% of the population is under
20 years of age, with a net loss in
people aged 25 – 34 years.

Conversations centred around
sharing examples of successful
places and the importance of
planning for people. Urban Talk
speakers and the community
reﬂected upon a growing demand
for ambient, walkable, authentic
towns, where experiences and
connections are paramount.

All speakers commented on Mona
Vale’s strengths, agreeing that
the town centre already boasted
some excellent assets. Mona Vale’s
location – between beach, waterway
and gateway to the north – was seen
as a strong point, as was the existing
diversity of business and jobs.

THE MULTI-FACETED NATURE OF
PLACE PLANNING
Talks highlighted that place
planning is a multi-disciplinary
approach. Speakers and attendees
were enthusiastic about discussing
what can and will contribute to the
success of Mona Vale town centre.

16

THE IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSE
HOUSING STOCK
Varied housing stock was perceived
as crucial for a number of reasons.
Appreciating that vibrancy is
contingent upon people, speakers
advocated for a housing strategy to
bolster population in a controlled,
sensitive way. Participants stressed
the need for more diverse housing
– including ‘next generation’ and
affordable housing.

MARKETING & PLACE BRANDING

Professionals from placemaking,
planning and marketing sectors
spoke to the value of developing
a ‘place brand’, while input from
local stakeholders best informed
how Mona Vale can be branded,
positioned and celebrated.

PEOPLE & DESTINATIONS
WHAT YOU SAID

dult
rsity/a
“Unive n centre
tio
educa a Vale”
M
in on

THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

“Creative ‘hub’
- exhibition
space - retail
– wiﬁ”

“Mona Vale
High Line”

MAKING MONA VALE
A DESTINATION
When reﬂecting on ‘magnets’ or
‘attractors’ for Mona Vale the community
said the following:

33%
28%
9%

“A water
park :)”
“Central location
for amenities and
entertainment
(no need to go
city)”

“Eat
Street”
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“Regio
n
art gall al
ery/
theatre
”

8%
“Retain
village like
”
community

“More
pedestrian
areas”

Recreational infrastructure including suggestions for an
aquatic centre,

Social/cultural infrastructure –
including venues for live music,
and the exhibition of visual arts

Education facilities – particularly
tertiary institutions or satellites

Green developments – including
speciﬁc suggestions and general
design principles

5%

Increased accommodation

5%

Youth/child venue

3%

Transport infrastructure –
particularly light rail

3%

Pro-infrastructure spending and
development

2%

New Council chambers

2%

Suggested sites for development
(Industrial precinct)

2%

Other

RETAIL & ECONOMICS
THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

In March the Urban Talks program focused
on Retail and Economics. Guest speakers,
local business representatives and the
people that shop, work and spend time
in Mona Vale came together to discuss
opportunities for the town centre.
Additional focus groups with business
representatives brain-stormed ideas about
how Mona Vale can evolve to generate
increasing jobs, offer a greater diversity of
employment, dining experiences and new
business development.
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RETAIL & ECONOMICS
COMMON POINTS OF DISCUSSION

THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

IMPROVE SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

POINTS OF DIFFERENCE

A memorable, interesting shopping
experience will drive the centre’s
retail success. Improvements
in the shopping experience can
be achieved by ensuring there
is a range of shopping options,
attracting unique / trendy and
successful businesses, developing
an active street environment and
providing a continuing program of
events and activities.

To remain competitive, Mona Vale
needs to continue to highlight the
ways in which it can provide a
unique and interesting shopping
experience that cannot easily be
replicated by others, one that is
distinctly Pittwater. This includes
promoting the breadth and depth
of the retail offer, as well as the
different retail precincts that
have their own personalities and
character.

ACTIVATE THE CENTRE
FLEXIBILITY
COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE

The town centre has a number of
competitive advantages that should
be celebrated: its beach proximity,
its open space, mix of retail, the
large workforce population, a
growing and diverse residential
population, and its attraction as a
tourist to gateway to explore further
north.
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Creating a vibrant town centre
that encourages activity which
complements and supports dining,
walking and the night time economy
will enhance the visitor experience.
Activities should build on and
continue to enliven the creative and
cultural offerings of Mona Vale. This
will result in increased pedestrian
activity, time spent shopping, and
higher levels of spend per visit.

In addition to the retail offer,
business and infrastructure based
on innovation, entrepreneurship
and information technology will
help attract and retain younger
demographic entrepreneurs and
grow the local economy.

RETAIL & ECONOMICS
WHAT YOU SAID

THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
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29%
21%

“Not much is
happening in Mo
na
Vale at night. Liv
en
up Mona Vale
weekends and
nights - shops/
restaurants need
to
stay open!”

“More activities
for teenagers
and children”

“Some
upmarket wine
bars for over
30’s e.g. the
Wine Library in
Woollahra”

Vale
“Mona
ical
g
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is a
reet
t
eat – s
tion”
a
in
dest

There was strong support for greater
diversity of business – particularly retail
offerings.
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Greater diversity of commercial
and business offerings

Increased hospitality options –
particularly small bars and dining
options

12%

More local employment
opportunities

10%

Longer opening hours, both
weekdays and weekends

9%

Activation of footpaths, including
alfresco dining

6%

Suggested tailored tourism and
promotion strategies

5%

More support and opportunity for
small business

4%

Stakeholder management –
balancing interests of business,
residents and users

2%

Reducing red tape to facilitate
greater activity

2%

Other

RETAIL & ECONOMICS
THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

NIGHT TIME ECONOMY

As one community member commented:

“Night-time economy” refers to the range
of leisure activities and lifestyle experiences
associated with night-time socialising and
entertainment.

”Night time experience creation and
community beneﬁt is so much more
than economics”

MONA VALE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

LOCAL NIGHT-TIME TRADING BUSINESSES

The Mona Vale Chamber of Commerce
undertook a series of planning workshops
with its membership concurrently to the
Imagine Mona Vale engagement process.
Through a series of facilitated strategic
workshops, key issues and opportunities
were identiﬁed.

Mona Vale has a small but growing number
of night-time trading businesses, which
includes a number of hospitality providers.
They identiﬁed a number of prospects for
the town centre, particularly for evenings,
including:

The Chamber identiﬁed the following
priority issue:

Dining and
bar options

Ambient lighting
to encourage
walkability

Destinations

ENHANCING
MONA VALE’S
NIGHT-TIME VIBE

Balancing
interests of users,
businesses and
residents

Longer opening
hours - particularly
dining and
Library
Entertainment
and events
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Offers for a wide
range of ages including children
and young people

”Night time economy – Unlike
some other town centres, Mona
Vale has no real night-time
economy. Streets are mostly
dead at night. Almost no Sunday
trading. ”

More events
Festivals, music, DJs, more colourful
events, greater restaurant offerings,
diverse activities in Mona Vale

Retail night trade
Later operating hours
Opportunity for late night trade in
mixed business

The highest ranking idea was:

”Develop an identiﬁable dining
precinct by designating an
appropriate strip, providing good
lighting and alfresco eating areas.”
The Chamber of Commerce is currently
developing an ‘Eat Street’ concept, which
would see a designated strip become a
focal area for alfresco dining, including
night-time dining and destinations.

Night transport
Safety getting home, develop a
pedestrian and active transport
friendly culture, creating safe access
ways to and from - as well as within Mona Vale, programs for families and
education for youth safety

Lighting
Enhance the experience and safety
through lighting solutions

RETAIL & ECONOMICS
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Leni Schwendinger, Associate Principal at ARUP
Lighting recently visited Australia in connection with
the Future Cities program. In her speaking tour she
visited Mona Vale and took representatives from
Council, community, business and arts sectors on a
‘night seeing’ tour.
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“I love
the lighting and
window displays at
Berkelouw and Eco
Down Under. Imagine
if the whole strip
looked like this.”
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“There
are great spots
on Bungan Street,
Pittwater Road, Park
Street and even over in
the industrial area. The
trick is making it easy
for people from point
A to point B”

CONNECTIONS AND
THOROUGHFARES

Pittwater
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Successful places are those with
people. By encouraging more
people to move through Mona
Vale on foot in the evenings we
can increase vibrancy, community
connectedness, economic outcomes
and safety.
Connecting the north and south of
Mona Vale town centre
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24 HOUR PLACES
The most vibrant, prosperous and
safe places are alive around the
clock. Lighting can be a great
tool to create welcoming spaces,
passive surveillance and promote
business.
Lighting key civic venues and
thoroughfares at night, including
Mona Vale Library, Mona Vale
Memorial Hall, and Library Lane.
Supporting after dark attractions.
Beautiful streetscapes, even after
hours.

Av

Drawing on her extensive international experience as
a night-time designer, lighting expert and public art
facilitator, Leni encouraged participants to identify
opportunities to enhance Mona Vale town centre by
night.
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“This is actually
a beautiful
space, and you
can’t see it. The
architecture of the
library, the IMAG_
NE sculpture and
the ﬁg trees are all
lost in darkness”
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VILLAGE PARK
Directional lighting which
guides people through
Village Park
Meeting places, visual
highlights and nighttime programming could
attract more people and
uses to Village Park.
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“We must rethink
urban lighting beyond
just a functional add-on
for safety or beautiﬁcation and
recognise it as an opportunity and
fundamental solution to improve the
quality of life for urban citizens. Properly
considered, lighting can positively impact
our cities’ ‘total architecture’, reinforcing
urban design principles, enhancing
cultural experiences and encouraging
social interaction.”
Florence Lam, Arup Fellow |
Global Lighting Design
Leader
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ACCESS & LINKAGES
THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

MONA VALE TOWN CENTRE’S FUTURE
PROSPERITY IS LINKED WITH ITS
WALKABILITY - CONNECTIVITY IS KEY
The third in the Urban Talks program saw
the community discussing access and
linkages for Mona Vale. Discussion centred
on the need for more active transport
options, greater connection between all
the precincts of Mona Vale. The community
feels strongly about improving the access
and linkages to and within Mona Vale town
centre.
Community expressed that Mona Vale
will beneﬁt from improved pedestrian
experience, enhanced connectivity, more
public transport, greater active transport
infrastructure and reduction in car
presence/noise.
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ACCESS & LINKAGES
COMMON POINTS OF DISCUSSION

THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

TRAFFIC & PARKING
ACTIVE TRANSPORT

People want more active transport
options and greater connection
between all the precincts of Mona
Vale. The community feels strongly
about pedestrian and safe cycle
linkages to and within the town
centre. It was expressed that the
town centre would beneﬁt from
improved pedestrian environments
and better access to public
transport.

Suggestions relating to parking were
equally divided between free/paid
and increased/decreased. Traffic
issues such as reducing car speeds,
re-routing traffic around the centre
and improve pedestrian safety were
regularly highlighted.

WALKABILITY

Prioritising pedestrians is essential
for building connection with place.
Successful places marry excellent
walkability with amenity and
destinations/attractors. Given the
right conditions, many people will
happily forgo a vehicle if they can
access key activities within a centre
by walking.

THE CRUCIAL ROLE OF PUBLIC
TRANSPORT
CONNECTIVITY & PERMEABILITY

Prioritising pedestrian connectivity
would make it easier and more
appealing to move between the
Mona Vale precincts within the town
centre, and attractions such as the
beach and Winnererremy Bay. Ideas
included more footpaths, protected
cycleways, public art and wayﬁnding
signage.
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The NSW Government is progressing
with a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
system in northern Sydney, with the
northern most terminal planned for
Mona Vale town centre. The BRT
would see a higher volume of buses
and better design, to make public
transportation on the north/south
corridor to the city swifter and more
regular.

ACCESS & LINKAGES
WHAT YOU SAID

THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

27%
“Make Bungan
Street traffic
free!! 100%
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bicycles only”
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“Better
faster public
transport“

12%
“I believe that as
much as possib
le
should be done
to make our area
more bicycle
friendly“

11%
9%
5%

“Connected
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avoid road
traffic”
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5%
4%
*9% of comments did not ﬁt easily into grouped themes but
ranged from: need for wayﬁnding information, increase in
park and ride facilities, supporting infrastructure for BRT,
green walkway and better footpath maintenance.

Improve pedestrian experience
– plazas, shopping malls, road
closures, remove cars, wider
footpaths
Connectivity – make it easier and
more appealing to get to different
parts of Mona Vale town centre
precincts, and attractions such
as beach and bay. Improve with
footpaths, bridges, artworks,
programming, signage
Manage traffic issues – reduce car
speeds, re-routing traffic around
the centre to improve safety
Improve cyclability – better
infrastructure and awareness
building for both recreational and
commuter cyclists
Transport solutions – strong
demand for improved public
transport and suggestions for
public/private partnerships to
move people around Pittwater
Other comments.*
Amenity, design and maintenance
- use lighting, landscaping, design
and maintenance would contribute
to making Mona Vale town centre
more walkable, and make transport
connections more pleasant
Parking – various and divided
suggestions about parking
entertained whether parking
should be free/paid, increased/
decreased
Improve accessibility – make
movement through Mona Vale
town centre and parking areas
easier for mobility restricted
people, elderly residents and
families with strollers

ACCESS & LINKAGES
COMMUNITY TESTING - CONCEPTS FOR DISCUSSION

BUNGAN STREET
Narrower street and
wider footpath to
improve pedestrian
amenity

PARK STREET
One way with
wider footpath

PITTWATER ROAD
Wider footpath
and trees between
parking bays

Concept only - draft for discussion
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BUNGAN STREET
Pedestrian priority
street

PARK STREET
Wider footpath with
narrower traffic lane
and parallel parking

PITTWATER ROAD
Wider footpath
and median to
facilitate pedestrian
movements

Concept only - draft for discussion

URBAN FABRIC & PUBLIC REALM
THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

Leveraging a town’s assets and values
is key. During the last of the Urban Talks
series, presenters spoke to the importance
of utilising and celebrating Mona Vale’s
existing assets. These social, environmental
and geographical assets can be highlighted
and celebrated in both the urban fabric and
public realm of Mona Vale.
Rick Lapastrier, internationally acclaimed
architect and inﬂuential ﬁgure in Australian
architecture, observed that towns are
deﬁned by their land and landscape. He
described Mona Vale as a “place of wind
and water”, and mused about how this
could be acknowledged in the public realm.
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URBAN FABRIC & PUBLIC REALM
COMMON POINTS OF DISCUSSION

THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

STORY OF PLACE

Successful places acknowledge
the heritage and character of a
place, and build upon existing
assets.

THE IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSE
HOUSING STOCK
Diversity of housing is key to a
successful town centre. Mona
Vale needs greater housing stock
– and diversity of housing - to
attract and maintain key workers,
create vibrancy and ensure that
younger and older residents are
not priced out of the area.

IMPORTANCE OF DESIGN

Good design is seen as essential
to produce an attractive, quality,
sustainable place in which the
community want to live, work and
relax.
Designed places and spaces
which inspire, can grow
prosperous and vibrant
communities.
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INTENSITY NOT DENSITY

There’s great potential for
dynamic, innovative mixed use
development in Mona Vale,
particularly in the industrial
precinct.

URBAN FABRIC & PUBLIC REALM
WHAT YOU SAID

“More
affordable
housing”

THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

“Renovate
and
improve
skatepark”

“
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”

“Creative lighting
of public areas
and pathways in
the town centre“

“Recognise
Aboriginal
heritage”

“More
art”
public
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The community was overwhelmingly
positive about the provision of more diverse
housing options. Feedback supports the
need for housing for young people and key
workers in particular with Darley Street and
Harkeith Street both being identiﬁed for
mixed use development.
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43%
22%
14%

Increase housing diversity
(for younger people, older
people, key workers)
Suggested sites for mixed
use development, primarily
in the industrial area
Development controls to
facilitate more housing,
art and sustainable
development

12%

Limit over development

5%

Good design and
architecture

2%

Opposed to affordable
housing

2%

Other

URBAN FABRIC & PUBLIC REALM
THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

VISION STATEMENT FOR DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING
Participants collaborated to identify their key priorities for development (including
housing and public domain) in Mona Vale. From a stock of visual images and statements,
attendees honed their vision to create a mission statement for new housing developments/
strategies in Mona Vale.
Collaborators formed this vision statement:

Mona Vale is to continue to develop as a people-oriented centre which
integrates sustainably-designed residential and open spaces within a
village atmosphere that is welcoming, exciting, colourful and casual.

“Need
h
altern ousing
atives
to
allow
people
to live
work in and
area"
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young people”

e
can w
“How using
ho
make
a
M
in on e
r
o
Vale m le?”
b
a
afford

URBAN FABRIC & PUBLIC REALM
THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

Mona Vale
Chamber of Commerce

VILLAGE PARK
“ T H E H E A R T O F M O N A VA L E ”
Industry experts and residents both
describe Village Park as the heart of
Mona Vale. It sits between key hubs
of activity: the Village Precinct to the
south, and Park Street and the Industrial
Precinct to the north. Despite its central
location, Village Park is not as well
utilised as it could be. There is great
potential for enhancing Village Park.

46

Mona Vale is geographically
divided by Park Street and
Pittwater Road.
Upgrade Village Park to
make it more attractive and
integrated with the BRT,
entertainment and retail/
food precincts around
Mona Vale

Leni Schwendinger
Associate Principal at
ARUP
Successful places are 24
hour places – Village Park
currently lacks night-time
attractions, programing and
lighting infrastructure.
There is scope to build on
Village Park as a connector
between different
precincts. Lighting can
be a tool for encouraging
people to move through
the space.

Enliven Pittwater
Leadership Group
Encourage visitation with
quick wins such as events
and temporary furniture.
In the longer term, a redesigned Village Park is
required. Key elements:
an updated playground,
shade and seating,
ﬂexible infrastructure
(power, lighting, staging),
greater permeability; and
attractions/destinations.

Local police command

Community Input testing

Increase passive
surveillance by making
the park more visible and
accessible from Park Street.
Remove the landscaping
that acts as a physical and
visual barrier.

Based on research and
feedback, a design for
Village Park was developed.
This was presented at the
Urban Talks open house
sessions and targeted
meetings for community
input testing.

URBAN FABRIC & PUBLIC REALM
TOP THEMES FOR THE PUBLIC REALM

THEMES EXPLORED - COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

The theme of ‘placemaking’ and the ‘public realm’ has generated a great interest
and enthusiasm. People feel excited at the potential of a more vibrant and
connected town centre, and are eager to suggest strategies.
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PROGRAMS & ACTIVATIONS

AMENITY

GREEN SPACE

ARTS & CULTURE

More than a third of feedback
was advocated for greater
activation of public space in
Mona Vale. The majority of
responses were suggestions
of placemaking initiatives and
events people would like to see.
Outdoor events were particularly
popular, especially live music,
outdoor cinema, pop-up bars and
markets.

The cleanliness and safety of
public spaces was a priority.
Lighting of pedestrian links and
public spaces would increase
amenity, safety and evening
activity.

Feedback reﬂected the
importance of maintaining green
space for the community, and
embedding best practice around
sustainability. Positive feedback
was obtained for Mona Vale’s
landscaped spaces, planting and
trees throughout the town centre.

Respondees advocated for more
public art within the town centre.
Events and venues to host events
such as live music, markets and
pop up bars were popoular
suggestions.

DESIGN

CREATING MEETING PLACES

RECREATION & SPORT

PRESERVATION

Encourage better architectural
design in new developments to
improve streetscape and visual
amenity. Creative wayﬁnding
signage, lighting and water
features would enhance Mona
Vale town centre.

A smaller group provided
suggestions for how the public
realm could be enhanced
to create meeting spaces,
integrating landscaping and built
form to create more usable civic
spaces and plazas.

20 percent of comments relate
to recreation and sport. There’s
massive interest in a quality
skatepark, and refurbishments
to the Village Park playground.
Suggestions made for
infrastructure included small/
temporary projects (staging,
ping-pong tables) through to
large scale projects (swimming
pools).

People expressed a desire to
keep Mona Vale as it currently is.
Of this group, the majority were
concerned with maintaining park
and recreation space.

URBAN FABRIC & PUBLIC REALM
VILLAGE PARK - KEY DESIGN ELEMENTS

Concept only - draft for discussion
*The above plan is one of the options presented based on the community feedback. This may change and subject to
further discussions.
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•

Civic precinct to Park Street adjacent Council building

•

Create civic outdoor space linked to Council building,
Village Park, streetscape & transport

•

Activate street environment with wide urban streetscape

•

Activate interface between Council building and Village
Park with provision of civic services

•

Provide public amenity within civic outdoor area
including: raised podium area for entertainment,
artspace, and pop-up stalls; lawn area for relaxation;
and an upgraded playground. All access to be provided
linking activity areas.

•

Retention of recreational open space. Retain the open
space character of Village Park and improve the amenity
for users

•

Provide linked access connecting transport, streetscapes
and buildings

•

Create a social amenity to the edges of the open space
for recreation and socialisation

•

Provide areas of shade within Village Park

•

Establish gateway character

•

Create a unique character to the gateways of Village
Park, including corner of Pittwater Rd and corner of Park
Street

•

Maintain and enhance existing War Memorial precinct

•

Enhance Park St gateway with ‘open’ landscape
character and public art

•

Enhance public domain and streetscape precinct along
Pittwater Rd

•

Activate street environment with wide urban streetscape

•

Activate interface between Pittwater Rd and Village Park
with provision of visual and physical access

URBAN FABRIC & PUBLIC REALM
Existing building: 3 storeys
Current LEP: 4 storeys

Further setback to top level?

3 storey podium,
3 storey upper
level?

COMMUNITY TESTING - BUNGAN STREET AS MAIN STREET

Verandah
overlooking street

Street Trees

2 storey podium,
4 storey upper level?

Awnings for
weather protection

Narrower street,
slower traffic

Brisbane, QLD

Eat-street

Cycle link
Wider footpath
Kingston, ACT

Concept only - draft for discussion
*The above montage is conceptual only.

Bungan Street Now

Clearer space for pedestrians and cyclists

Subi Centro, WA
Dedicated and safe cycle path

Narrower street to promote better relationship between both sides of the street

Parallel parking to increase safety and reduce road pavement

More space for pedestrians

Footpath widening to acommodate alfresco dining

Residential above to encourage around the clock activities and promote natural surveilance

Rouse Hill, NSW

Deep awning and verandah above for weather protection and
shade all year round

Concept only - draft for discussion
*The above plan is one of the options presented based on the community feedback. This may change and subject to
further discussions.
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San Jose, CA, USA

FUTURE DIRECTIONS
The information and feedback distilled over the past
eighteen months will inform the next phase of the
place planning process and development of ﬁnal Mona
Vale Place Plan.
The next phase will include:
•

Proceed with key studies to inform future planning
controls (parking and traffic study and feasibility
analysis)

•

Shape draft planning controls that strategically
address the priorities expressed by the community.

•

Finalise concepts for Village Park

•

Develop a program of action orientated
interventions or ‘quick wins’ for the town Centre

The following pages apply community feedback and
priorities to each precinct.
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is central to the Mona Vale town
centre, in terms of location and its
activity. The precinct is the hub of
Mona Vale’s community activities.
Supporting uses include retail,
commercial and some newer shop
top residential developments.
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VILLAGE PRECINCT
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is predominantly a retail area.
It also has commercial offices
and some newer mixed-use
development. Bungan Street can
be seen as a traditional ‘main
street’ as one of the most active
streets in the centre, lined with
small, mostly owner-operated
retail shops and cafés.
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INDUSTRIAL PRECINCT
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has a distinct character and
atmosphere encouraging
innovative and creative industries
to emerge. The industrial precinct
is vital for supporting local
industries and local employment
and is the location of the Sydney
Buses’ Mona Vale Depot site.
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OPPORTUNITIES
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is located at the junction of
Pittwater Road and Barrenjoey
Road. Two major regional bus
stops are in this precinct with
connections to Chatswood and
CBD. The precinct can be noisy
and busy with the footpath
area adjacent to Pittwater Road
crowded at times.

pu b
li c

oad
R
y
e
o
j
Barren
ped
es
t
ria

n fr
in
g p o ts

bus s
to

in
ss

ge feature
ita
e
er

ement
an c

iendly c
ro

nh

p

s

ter

Roa

d

h

Pitt

wa

th active us
wi
e

63

PRIORITY DIRECTIONS

Photos courtesy of Tactical Urbanism, Hamilton/Burlington Society of Architects

•

Continued activation of public spaces and pursue
partnerships with private land owners for activation
projects.

•

Trial lighting projects in key places across town centre

•

Utilisation of public art to improve experience of
existing access ways

•

Finalise concepts and progress improvements to Village
Park

•

Wayﬁnding solutions

•

Progress traffic and parking strategy

•

Development of street style guidelines

•

Reconsider parking requirements

•

Explore rezoning opportunities for mixed use
development and increased heights (where
appropriate)

•

Review Development Control Plan controls to
encourage the provision of innovative housing forms
with good design outcomes

•

Continued work with Transport for NSW in the design
and implementation of the Bus Rapid Transit system

•

Integrate greater active transport solutions

•

Prioritisation of road and street network to achieve
greater pedestrian movement

•

Explore with NSW Government future options for bus
depot site on Darley Street

•

Develop detailed visual design precinct visions

•

Continue to explore and advocate for sustainable
development within project area
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THANK YOU

A BIG THANK YOU
URBAN TALKS SERIES PANELLISTS
AND FACILITATORS
ʄ John O’Callaghan, Director JOC
Consulting
ʄ Sarah Hill, Director, Hill PDA
ʄ Libby Harris – Manager - Night Time,
City of Sydney
ʄ Paul William-Smith, Economic
Development Coordinator, Pittwater
Council
ʄ Steven Burgess, Principal MRCagney
ʄ Matt Faber, Principal Manager, Bus &
Rapid Network Development, TfNSW
ʄ Leni Schwendinger, Lighting
Designer, Arup
ʄ Harriet Whyte, Future Cities
Collaborative
ʄ Professor Ed Blakely, Future Cities
Collaborative
ʄ David Holden, Associate Director,
Kinesis
ʄ Tom Watson, Sustainability Analyst,
Kinesis
ʄ Rod Simpson, Associate Kinesis,
Principal Simpson + Wilson
Architects, Associate Professor
University of Sydney
ʄ Andrew McAnulty, Chief Executive
Officer, Link Housing
ʄ Rick Lapastrier, Architect
ʄ Jody Summers, National Design
Manager Stockland
ʄ Kelly Van Der Zanden, Senior Urban
Designer, JBA Planning

ʄ Andrew Pigott, Planning and
Assessment Manager, Pittwater Council
ʄ Tim Williams, Super Sydney, Architect
& Urban Designer
ʄ Tim Moore, Marrickville Council
Director Planning and Environmental
Services
ʄ Cr Angelo Tsirekas, Mayor Canada Bay

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY
GROUPS AND BUSINESSES
ʄ NTE Group Restaurants
ʄ Mona Vale Chamber of Commerce
ʄ Avalon – Palm Beach Business
Chamber Inc
ʄ Pittwater Business Ltd (PBL)
ʄ Marcel Zammit, Bombora
ʄ Utz Hahn, UTZ Plant Hire
ʄ Neil Hoare, The Little Green Truck
ʄ Enliven Leadership Group Members
ʄ Mona Vale Primary School

PITTWATER MAYOR AND
COUNCILLORS, PITTWATER
COUNCIL STAFF AND THE
PITTWATER COMMUNITY
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