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My name is Sally Croker and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Beautiful unspoilt
waters supporting a precious ecosystem for our wetlands and array of wildlife to live
as they should. I want my children\'s children to see experience and enjoy our
amazing wildlife in their lifetime and beyond. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental
and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of
nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the
most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wa
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My main objections to the proposal by AGL for Westernport Bay are as follows- 1.
Destruction of the local environment in and around the bay and Crib Point including
wildlife, wetlands, beaches, parks and reserves. 2. The impact on local residents of
both air and noise pollution 3 The vastly increased traffic on roads out of Crib Point
impacting at least 4 other surrounding townships. 4 The impact on the rail network
servicing these small townships 5 The danger to the local environment from the
storage of toxic and inflammable chemicals. It should be noted that apart from the
opinion of the majority of local residents that this project is not supported by either
the Mornington Peninsula Shire council, or the Federal and State members of
parliament currently serving in the area. STOP AGL COMING TO WESTERNPORT
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My name is Cathie Coates and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I walk on the shores of Westernport Bay every day and I am filled with calm and delight. This time is
a large part of my daily mindfulness practice. The risk of pollution and physical harm to our wetlands
and marine wildlife is totally unacceptable
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to
noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight
against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.

It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Cathie Coates
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My name is Anne Myers and I visit Westernport Bay often.
I am 94 years and have been coming to my holiday house in Somers since the early 1960s. It
has always been an environmentally clean bay and I am very worried that AGL will destroy it
for my grandchildren, great grandchildren and all Australians.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of
anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate
to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious
environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds
true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable
energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator
and CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly
accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual

consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption
will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of
renewables than previously forecast.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Anne Myers
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I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form that I will
point to in my submission which is made on behalf of the Flinders Coastal Advisory
group, appointed by the Mornington Peninsula Shire. My name is Tom Hiney and I
live in the Westernport Bay area and I am the Chair of the Flinders Coastal advisory
group. After consulting the other Flinders coastal advisory group members we have
concluded that we as the Flinders community including Shoreham, Merricks, Point
Leo and Balnarring are against this proposal. The fact the local community do not
want it should be enough to stop the project. The local communities principle
concerns are of environmental damage to the pristine Westernport bay. Local
residents are especially concerned but the dumping of 450millions litres of cold
chlorinated water and the huge increase in large ship traffic. The concerns about
ship traffic within the local community were many fold with local residents
highlighting the increase risk of shipping accident and running aground on the many
reefs and mud flats within the bay, ship to ship collision, collision with marine life
and dumping of waste water and ballast water bringing invasive species into our bay
waters as is seen so often in areas of busy shipping or large vessels. Local residents
were also very concerned about the detraction of nature and fair land for the 56km
pipeline to Pakenham. With so few wild spaces left on the Peninsula we should be
protecting and relegating where ever possible, not clearing vegetation for this
pipeline Members of the Flinders coastal advisory group also highlighted the
dramatic increase in large road traffic servicing the FSRU, the Peninsula roads are
typically quieter and a very popular place for cyclists. This increase in heavy vehicles
with bring with it noise and dust pollution as well as huge increase in risk of collision.
One of the most common comments and concerns from the local community was
the need for Australia as a nation to start transitioning away from fossil fuels,
natural gas is not a transition option especially when imported like this. We have the
technology and ability to transition to renewables and should not be building
another gas project. With the Mornington peninsula shire having declared a climate
emergency as have many, many shires, cities and communities not only nationwide
but Worldwide we should be acting on this and a new gas import facility is not the
right use of resources or time. I thank you for your time, and sincerely hope to see
this project go no further. Regards,
Tom Hiney Chair Flinders Coastal Advisory Group. Janene Willis - 3916 Sacha
Guggenheimer - 3926 Thomas Hiney - 3926 Mark Aarons - 3929 Stephen Dodd -
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My name is Sarah Smith and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
We holiday in the area each summer and have just purchased a holiday house, local to
the area.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased
risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest
homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to
the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present
preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent
expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales
as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as
a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and
water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds
like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland
is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport
Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib
Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key
habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is
so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine
life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and
in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause
22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements
this proposal should not continue.

The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our
demand for gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98
and 113 petajoules by 2030 through using existing technology and targeted economic
support according to a recent report written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon.
With the right government policies Victoria could meet its energy needs without new gas
including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that proposed by AGL for
Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and reduce
emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is
generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our
electricity is generated through renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton
and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be
unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels
far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres
of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder
chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact
on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There
are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we
meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Sarah Smith
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My name is Anthony and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport is a beautiful, unique and fragile wetland ecosystem. We should capitalise on
our Ramsar and UNESCO designations and respect this area as a nature refuge with vast ecotourism potential. The future of energy and jobs is in renewables.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of
a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of
anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the
loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot
afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds
true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable
energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator
and CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly
accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual
consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption
will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of
renewables than previously forecast.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Anthony
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My name is Kim Wilson and I live in the Westernport Bay area. It is an area of
amazing beauty and wildlife. It is peaceful and brings much joy to myself and my
family and friends. The mangroves and abounding bird life are spectacular. I thank
the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their at
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Your submission: My name is Matthew Stacey and I care about the environment in
Westernport Bay. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and
preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import
terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws.
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My name is Jacinta Morahan and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I live on the Victorian coast. While much of it is still in pretty good condition even in
remote areas there is plastic, rubbish and evidence of human caused environmental
damage. We need to stop development and clean up not start building more. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area
around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the
reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). A
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I visit Westernport Bay often. My husband surfs in this area regularly and I worry
about the implications to his health if there is a gas import terminal located here. I
am also incredibly concerned about the wildlife and mangroves and the almost
certain negative effects. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and
the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The
beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by
the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES
notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of
ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters
or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy
less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westerport Bay.
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TO: Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
Re: My Submission
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission. I am deeply concerned about AGL's proposed
gas import jetty and pipeline. This is a highly inappropriate proposal that has too many
environmental risks that can’t be mitigated. It is also contended that there are other options available
for the Government to consider to meet its energy needs that don’t pose these unacceptable
environmental risks.
I have holidayed in Westernport Bay and brought my family who have travelled from overseas to visit
the area as tourists. The marine mammals that frequent this area are a critical part of this unique
tourism destination. People come from around Australia and the world to see the fairy penguins,
whales and other marine life and to enjoy the beach and wetlands. As a society we have a
responsibility to ensure we protect this area and do no harm to the wildlife, ecosystem and the local
tourism industry. In relation to our duty of care to protect this marine life, why has no modelling been
done on the impact of this proposal on marine animals to establish important baseline data?
The industrialisation of Westernport Bay will severely detract from its important tourism values.
People will not want to visit the area and indeed won't if the marine life is impacted. I am very
concerned about the proposed chlorination of the water and what impact that will have on marine life
in the Bay. Why isn't AGL required to have a closed loop so there isn't any discharge into the Bay as
there are too many risks to the marine life and wetlands? Has adequate research been done to show
how cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in the Bay? Is the impact modelling completed
by AGL comprehensive enough given the risks? Given current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge
of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay how is it possible that this
would even be considered?
As a signatory to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance we have a
responsibility to do everything that we can to uphold our obligations. It is highly inappropriate to build
and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of an internationally significant wetland.
Not enough work has been done to assess the risk of oil spills with no oil spill modelling information
included in the EES. Oil spills pose an unacceptable and foreseeable risk to the wetlands and
wildlife and should one occur, it would also negatively impact on tourism, biodiversity of the wetlands
and ultimately impacting on the local economy.
What also angers me is the huge responsibility that is put on the community and community groups
to defend the area where they live, work, socialise and holiday. Government is abrogating its
responsibility to assess whether these types of proposals should even be put out for consideration.
Why is the burden placed on communities to show why such proposals pose unacceptable
environmental and socio-economic risks?
And most importantly, it is a nonsense that we are importing gas when Australia is or is soon to be
the largest exporter of gas in the world. There should be a domestic gas reservation policy as this
would eliminate the need for this proposal and all the environmental risks and potential economic
loss to other industries such as tourism. Is consideration being given to such a policy? If not, why are
we prepared to put so much else at risk when there is an easy fix? If our Governments have been
irresponsible in signing agreements that make commitments for exporting more gas than we can
afford to export to meet our domestic needs, it is unjust that communities, the environment and
society more generally has to bear the consequences of those bad decisions. There is no social
licence for the proposal to proceed so Government needs to fix up the mess that it created by

exporting too much gas. A domestic gas reservation policy would also reduce the price that we pay
for gas.
Data shows that the use of gas compared to electricity has been decreasing and will continue to do
so. The Victorian Government is to be applauded on its VRET however there is still so much more
that can and needs to be done. These are the sorts of actions that need to be taken instead,
including a domestic gas reservation policy.
Yours sincerely,
Debbie Carruthers
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I don't support the building of a huge floating gas factory at Crib Point for social,
cultural, environmental and economic reasons.
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Ill keep this simple. No one on the peninsula wants this to go ahead. If it does you
will be going against tje majority of residents wishes. Im saying NO to this project
and im sure you jave recieved many more emails like mine. Please dont ruin our
beautiful bay
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My name is Toby Silke and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Its a pristine
enviroment full of life that dosent need to be disturbed I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import
terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community
and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion
as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are
about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to
weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fac
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My name is Penny Underwood and I care about the environment in
Westernport Bay.

Birds, mangroves, and nature in abundance; let’s use our natural resources
rather than bring in gas to a Ramsar protected site. Let’s also consider the
impact on local people.

I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is
proposing would introduce new risks to the local community and visitors
to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons
which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and
explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to
the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that
basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should
not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form
of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception
that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island
as a popular tourist destination.

Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They
combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered OrangeBellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also
the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly

around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands
should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and
animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this
gas import terminal proposed by AGL.

If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit
the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like
Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken
these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the
plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should
not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for
reducing our demand for gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas
consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030 through using
existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent
report written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right
government policies Victoria could meet its energy needs without new gas
including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that proposed by AGL
for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for
consumers and reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case
even when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but will
become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our electricity is
generated through renewables.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal.
Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake
and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn
into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated
water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As
outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and

wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy
needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to
any harm.
Sincerely,
Penny Underwood
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Merricks Beach

Submission From Geoff Webster

https://engage.vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC
My name is Geoff Webster and I visit Westernport Bay often.
My Grandmother purchased a block of land at Merricks Beach and i have enjoyed the unique
envioronment for nearly 70 years along with my parents , siblings and their and our children . Merricks
Beach residents have successfully resisted development .
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity
to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on the
local community.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby.
The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean
boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.Ship discharge will flow directly to
Merricks beach from the channel . The Sand banks continually change in this area and will require
dredging . Fishers who fish off Merricks Beach will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased
shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers
and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent
with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a
popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of
their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas
import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible
for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per
cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a
priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is
particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into
the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be
significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on the local community would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure
that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Geoff Webster
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My name is Alex Wilkinson and I have family who live in Westernport Bay.
I grew up in Mt Martha, on the Mornington Peninsula and have strong cultural, social
and environmental connections to the area. Westernport Bay has tremendous
ecological values, including providing a habitat for numerous marine species,
including rare migratory birds.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issues that concern me most are:
•
•

the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife
the loss of a carbon sink, capable of sequestering large amounts of carbon
critical to reducing the impact of climate change and replacing it with large
fossil fuel emitting industry.

Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy

(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet.
Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil
carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth.
Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to
prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is
particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Alex Wilkinson
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My name is Elise Rodwell and I care about the
environment in Westernport Bay.
Western port bay is filled with rich beauty and
biodiversity, it is one of my favourite places to come
and sight and swim with dolphins. It would sadden
me deeply to see this plan go ahead and witness the
detriment upon local nature and tourism.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty
is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is
likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise.
The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion
zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more
disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will
enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib
Point jetty.

Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers
and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine
and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse
ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the
Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment
and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import
terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468
million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine
wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine
life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed

by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases
totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian
laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their
attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor
impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the
soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible
for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil
carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per
cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands
such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a
priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of
carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is
particularly important as a defense against the
impacts of climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible
assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there
have been no baseline studies of the noise in
Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the
impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the
noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these
inadequate studies the EES states that underwater
sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins
and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to
contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and
more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure
that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Elise Rodwell
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My name is Matt Krumins and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Westernport Bay
is important to me as it holds so much beauty and unique wetlands of high
environmental importance. Secondly it is a place people use for recreational
activities, that wont be condusive to the colder, chlorinated water. I thank the Crib
Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive
ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsucce
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Your submission: My name is Nicholas Dion and I visit Westernport Bay often.
Westernport bay (and the surroundings) is one of our favourite areas east of
Melbourne. We spend more than half our summer walking, surfing, trail running. It’s
a relaxing and healthy place to find peace. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental
and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of
nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent research has
shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their
role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has
contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide
between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate
crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. Sincerely, Nicholas Dion
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My name is Briony Kent and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. THIS
IS OUR ONLY ENVIRONMENT AND ECO SYSTEM. STOO RUINING IT FOR PROFIT I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area
around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the
reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit t
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My name is hamish keane and I live in the Westernport Bay area. I live here and its
a beautiful place to live and swim and look at the wildlife many old people go to the
beach to relax and enjoy the bay and its wetland and the worst thing in life is seeing
a old person being sad or disappointed think about how old people would be
affected when they go to the beach to see a huge oil hip and a huge white building
in this beautiful bay
you agl you profit hungry sharks think about the
environment instead of your wallet I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access
to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief
experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a
lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise
use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological
character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate
a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in
Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL
could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which
could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
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My name is Klaus Ahlhaus and I visit Westernport Bay often. I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive
ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause
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My name is Jake Kepper and I visit Westernport Bay often. Incredible area, and is
important to many people. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The
beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by
the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES
notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of
ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters
or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy
less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conse
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If you care about Westernport Bay like I do, I encourage you to lodge your
submission to the AGL APA gas import jetty and Crib Point - Pakenham gas pipeline
project before midnight this Wednesday. This proposal will have significant
deleterious impacts on ecological communities of international conservation
concern. It will affect the famous Little Penguin and Australian Fur Seal colonies at
Phillip Island, the bottlenose dolphins in Westernport Bay, weedy seadragons in
Flinders, the Southern Right Whales and Humpback Whales that migrate through
these waters annually, and potentially wreck something unique that we can never
get back. Make your voice heard and let the Victorian Government know your
views before it's too late: https://engage.vic.gov.au/crib-point-IAC Preserve
Western Port Action Group Save Westernport No AGL gas Westernport and
Peninsula Protection Council Inc. Everything Mornington Peninsula
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My name is Ben Bycroft and I visit Westernport Bay often. western port bay is a
beautiful diverse ecosystem and is loved and appreciate by so many people, it is a
treasure with so much to offer and not be exploited! I thank the Crib Point Inquiry
and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make
a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a
popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding
areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of
maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve
area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the
strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship
traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to
weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments
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(See attachment) My name is Clare Goodwin and I care about the environment in
Westernport Bay. I value the native wildlife and precious wetlands, teeming with life
plus the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.I worry about
pollution, and the continual support of unsustainable industries such as gas. I
support tourism. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. The beach and reserve
area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access
to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters

My name is Clare Goodwin and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I value the native wildlife and precious wetlands, teeming with life plus the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.I worry about pollution, and the continual support of
unsustainable industries such as gas. I support tourism.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria
and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true
even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can
be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact
that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets.
This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039
period. They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously
thought due to a higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,â€¨Clare Goodwin
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I use western port bay regularly throughout the year for recreational activities such
as surfing, fishing and camping. The proposed project has the potential to impact all
3 of those without mentioning the potential environmental impacts. I believe the
funding for this project should instead be used on constructing new renewable
energy farms in the area. This will still create new jobs but with a severely decreased
chance of doing irreversible environmental damage to Victoria’s already diminishing
natural environment.
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My name is Yossi Admon Izenberg and I care about the environment in Westernport
Bay. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of
issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and
that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and
preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import
terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). Kind regards
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Prior to living in the region I have been regularly visiting the wetlands area of
Western port bay for many years to enjoy its natural beauty and wildlife. Now that I
am in the region I get to appreciate it even more. It would be a shame to have such
an unspoilt environment containing such a variety of wildlife disrupted by a fossil
fuel project Michael Jones
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Please find my submission attached. Thank you.

My name is Margaret Howden and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
This serene environment includes the valuable RAMSAR listed mangroves the nursery for fish and crustaceans. It is home to whales, dolphins
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There
are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under
its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and
access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental
grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This
can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community.
Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as
increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health
conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia.
People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife.
The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a
Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area
and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their
ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most
precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact
on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22
of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor
impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant
future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several
degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our
emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy
storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment
but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of
investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import
terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would
affect marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no
baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested
the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a
berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that
underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and
other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important
ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As
outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Margaret Howden
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My name is Peter HOUGHTON and I live in the Westernport Bay area in Somers. It is
a pristine, and as a sailor I spend my summer on Westernport Bay. I get to see the
water, the tides and local pod of dolphins. They love following my yacht. From
Somers I see the bay, the southerly winds coming in and the local sea grasses. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around
Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the
reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay.

My name is Peter HOUGHTON and I live in the Westernport Bay area in Somers.
It is a pristine, and as a sailor I spend my summer on Westernport Bay. I get to see the water, the
tides and local pod of dolphins. They love following my yacht. From Somers I see the bay, the
southerly winds coming in and the local sea grasses.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria
and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay

Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defence against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Peter HOUGHTON
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Please find my submission attached.

1800

My name is Ellen Coates and I have family who live in Westernport Bay.
During the COVID have been walking the beaches of Westernport. I grew up on the Peninsula so I have always
appreciated the importance of Westernport, but in this time I have come to appreciate the immense diversity and
complexity that is the bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are
a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in
my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access
them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally
impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of
anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence
of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage
and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them
to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot.
Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and
protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than
being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for
storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the
surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent
the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense
against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would
be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake
and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half
a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water
would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue
to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Ellen Coates
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Balnarring Camping Families Group Submission
Introduction
This is a collective submission from eight families that make up the core of a larger group of families who camp
together annually at Balnarring, Westernport Bay, and have done so for 15-16 years.
We strongly oppose the Crib Point Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project (Project).
Westernport Bay, Warn Marrin, is a place of deep spiritual importance to us and our families. We are deeply
concerned about the environmental effects of the Project which will:
1.

Destroy the amenity of the area,

2.

Devastate marine ecology and biodiversity, including impacting on the world-renowned Westernport
Bay Ramsar wetlands and UNESCO biosphere, and

3.

Increase Greenhouse gas emissions and contribute to climate change.1

Our families have been to other campgrounds together, however we now only gather as a group at Balnarring.
The reasons we choose Balnarring are varied, and you will find personal messages below from individual families.
You will see that the environment of this area, so close to Melbourne, is a prime motivator for all families.
Travel Victoria describes Balnarring as follows:
Balnarring is situated on the Mornington Peninsula, around 10 kilometres south-west of the major centre
of Hastings and fronting Western Port… Balnarring Beach, also known as Tulum Beach, features
sweeping crescents of coastline and a foreshore reserve which offers safe swimming along sandy stretches
of the coast. Balnarring Beach holds the award for the "Cleanest Beach in Victoria" from the Keep Australia
Beautiful committee. Merricks Creek joins Western Port at Balnarring, forming a narrow peninsula of land
which is traversed by walking paths and footbridges around the shallow creek. One of the most scenic
parts of Balnarring Beach is around Cliff Road which is situated on a bushy headland. A walking track
winds its way down the cliff face to the sandy beach below, offering spectacular views along the coast.
Just to the east of Balnarring on the coast in neighbouring Somers are the Coolart Wetlands. This nature
reserve surrounds the historical Coolart Homestead which was built in 1895, and includes a lagoon where
thousands of Australian white ibis nest every year, plus attractive picnic and BBQ areas.
Reference: https://www.travelvictoria.com.au/balnarring/

Tangy-Fridberg family (East Bentleigh, Vic)
Westernport Bay, with its truly unique Victorian marine and coastal environment, facilitated the first familygroup experience when our family migrated to Australia 15 years ago. Since then, we have consistently
returned to enjoy the local tourist heaven which is so close to our suburban homes and allows us to holiday
with friends while supporting our local community and enjoying our treasured local landscape. Furthermore,
Westernport Bay allows us stunning weekend adventures and consistent surfing opportunities, as well as
snorkelling and diving days, things which our family relies on for its wellbeing while living in Melbourne.
Victoria is known for its temperate natural beauty, and nothing encapsulates this beauty better than
Westernport Bay and the wild flora and fauna that inhabit it. In contrast, nothing will harm this beauty more
than AGL’s project, and the opportunity for more families to meet and marvel at Westernport Bay’s natural
environment in the future will be lost, giving way to scenes of an increasingly industrialised bay.
AGL’s plan is a bad plan. Westernport Bay is possibly the worst location to set up a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit (FSRU). Ramsar wetlands, flagship species, endangered species, evolutionary-relic species,
endemic species, EPBC and FFG Acts Listed Species and human beings are all under threat by this project.
Collective Submission from Balnarring Beach Foreshore Reserve Camping Families – 26/8/20
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Victoria does not need more gas. Victoria should and can be a leader in the production of clean energy. Not
controlling this plan presents dire consequences. Fires have ravaged these areas before and the FSRU poses
a threat of fire. Fuel has leaked out of tankers before and this will render the whole bay toxic for all the
wildlife that inhabit it and all the people, like us, who depend on it for their wellbeing. The Environmental
Effects Statement fails to address these issues to any satisfying degree by way of lacking in substantial
empirical data regarding protected areas and species; lacking in sound and robust experimentation actually
demonstrating threat mitigation measures in the likely case the project will become unsafe (for people and
wildlife); lacking in any credible predictions about the likelihood the aforementioned risks will occur and the
mitigation measures that will inhibit them occurring.
This project is obviously wrong. We request you do not allow it to proceed.
Signed,
Ofer Fridberg, Lisa Tangy-Fridberg, Ido Fridberg, Ilay Fridberg, Nami Fridberg.
****
A Letter to My Granddaughter by Ellen Regos (Mentone, Vic)
14th August 2040
My darling Granddaughter,
I’m writing to tell you about our annual camping trips to Balnarring Beach in Westernport Bay, which all
started when your mother was in kindergarten, a long, long time ago. Sarah, one of the other kindergarten
Mums spent her childhood playing on Merricks Beach nearby and invited families who loved nature to come
camping, I still remember our very first campsite ‘C’ because if there had been rain a dreadful odour would
waft up from the nearby creek and make sitting by the campfire almost unbearable. This was an ongoing
issue for many, many years before Melbourne Water committed to work on improving the health of the creek
with the help of the local community.
But really, it was the amazing wildlife that brought us back each year to camp at Balnarring Beach. I personally
will never forget my very first encounter with a wild bottlenose dolphin while swimming in the bay. It swam
with me brushing up against my shoulder, and is one of the most magical encounters I have ever had, it still
to this day brings goose bumps to my skin when I remember, I felt elated and in awe of the beauty of a bay
shared with such magnificent creatures.
Your mum and aunty were very young when we first started camping at Balnarring, way back in 2004 if my
memory serves me correctly. We spent many hours swimming in the bay, walking along the reef and visiting
Coolart Wetlands. On our walks we spotted echidnas, koalas, lizards, and many species of birds, including the
red-capped plovers that nest on the sand dunes as you walk towards Somers. Each year when we camped
was like a new adventure, some years were so hot that we spent most of our time in the water, one year
when we visited it rained so heavily that we spent three days in a tent. Our nights were filled with games and
performances. Over time families would come and go and as the girls got older they would bring friends to
camp with us, until it was just John and I camping with friends.
But I will never forget the year 2020, yes there was a worldwide pandemic, but for the Balnarring family
campers it was their concern about AGL's plan to import, process and pipe dangerous methane gas from
enormous tankers in Westernport Bay that had us all very concerned. Together we put in an Environment
Effects Statement submission to share our memories, our stories, our hopes and our dreams for Westernport
Bay. It was a time of great change and a time of reimagining.
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Today as I look back, I remember that time as the great turning. It was the time when people began to realise
how important it was to care and protect places of natural beauty; the plants and the wildlife that make them
so unique and the places that make our local environment and our local community so special. For the past
20 years, Westernport Bay has been protected so that all future generations can experience its wonder and
its exquisite beauty always.
Love, Ellen and family
P.S. Just a couple of questions, how many women will be involved in this final decision making process? When
you look back from 20 years into the future, what decision do you want your grandchildren to remember?

****
Russo-Stocco family (Castlemaine, Vic)
Interconnectedness
I have walked, swum, camped, laughed, bird watched, dolphin spotted and talked for hours along the shores
of the Western port Bay for 16 years with my children and other families while camping every year at
Balnarring.
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I remember one occasion in particular, it was the first year we had used a kayak. As I left the shore, all I could
hear was the swoosh of the oars as I moved through the water. When I got further out, I sat and listened for
a very long time. The stillness, the slow movement of the water creating a comforting rocking of the kayak
and the grey sky in front of me, brought to me the deep connection of what this Earth means to me and all
humans on it and how we are interdependent.
In this place of connection to our surroundings, it is not possible to do harm to others or the environment. I
believe it is the lack of this connection that brings we humans unstuck, that brings decisions that do not take
in to consideration the impacts that we can assess and know about, let alone considering the impacts we will
never know about.
“As an ecosystem Western Port has an extraordinary diversity of habitats, from rocky shores to deep channels
with strong currents, mangroves, saltmarshes, seagrass beds, intertidal mudflats that are so important to
shorebirds and subtidal soft sediments that harbour a diverse invertebrate fauna. Often these habitats are close
together, resulting in areas of high diversity, such as the south-eastern corner, where there is a diverse reef fauna
close to rhodolite beds and important breeding areas for elephant fish. The proximity of these habitats means that
they are interdependent. The geography of Western Port also generates complex relationships within the bay,
especially because its strong currents move sediments, nutrients and toxicants around, and provide a path for
plants and animals to disperse. This means, for example, that nutrients entering the bay may be processed and
removed in areas distant from where they entered. Some of Western Port’s plants and animals also use different
parts of Western Port during different stages of their life cycles, or only live part of their lives in the bay. While it
is helpful to consider individual assets of Western Port or particular threats, we need to keep in mind the critical
linkages within this ecosystem.”
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/sites/default/files/2018-02/Understanding the Western Port Environment 0.pdf

Considering the above information, and its strong currents, which is just one aspect of this Bay, how will the
chlorinated water and fresh water that will be placed into the bay every day, not have an impact on the
ecosystem? How will the saltmarsh groves and seagrass communities not be affected?
We have such a large impact on this Earth as humans, without its very important ecosystems (including this
one), we have no future for ourselves (if we are this short-sighted and for the generations to come, our
grandchildren and their grandchildren), to put it bluntly.
What we choose today, will determine whether generations to come will hear the calls of the birds we hear
today. Will the seagrass communities be a story of the past, legends of the sea?
I believe we are being asked to reimagine our future, the economy is collapsing, glaciers are melting, tourism
is at a standstill and many more. We are being called for change. Renewable energy that does not create such
an impact on our environment is what I am calling for, for the sake of the Earth, all its creatures, trees,
ecosystems and we humans.
I invite you, go out on a kayak for an hour and sit on the Westernport Bay or sit on its shore, you will hear the
call of the birds, watch the dolphin caress your boat, hear the wind and the heart of the Earth and all that
lives upon it, they call you to listen……..What will you answer?
Westernport
Westernport has an area of approximately 270 square kilometres, is relatively shallow and contains extensive
areas of saltmarsh/mangrove and seagrass communities.
Mangrove-salt marsh communities
The mangrove-salt marsh vegetation of Westernport is of regional, national and international significance. It
plays an important role in stabilising the coastal system, nutrient cycling and providing wildlife habitat.
Mangroves in Victoria are at their southern-most limit, with the most extensive communities occurring in
Westernport. Salt marshes are often associated with mangroves.
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Many changes have occurred in the area and distribution of salt marsh and mangrove communities since
the early 1800s. Most of these changes are either directly or indirectly related to human activities.
The banded zones of salt marsh and mangrove in Westernport represent a long-term successional
sequence, with mangroves advancing seawards to be replaced by salt marsh. Landward movement of
mangroves into salt marsh is recorded in some areas of Westernport.
https://www.marineandcoasts.vic.gov.au/marine/port-phillip-bay-and-westernport

****
Karitinos-Petropoulos family, Chelsea, Vic
We are a group of families who met when our children were in primary school together (the same school)
and have camped at Balnarring Westernport Bay ever since. That was 15-16 years ago. It takes us just 30-40
minutes to travel to Balnarring from home.
The gesture of inclusiveness that led to our families camping together was to change our lives, as it forged
special long lasting friendships between our children and between the parents. Equally, if not more
importantly, it introduced most of us for the first time, to the unique and beautiful part of Victoria,
Westernport Bay. This has resulted in my own family being regular weekend visitors not just to Balnarring,
but the whole western coastline of Westernport Bay.
In our early Balnarring camping days, Neil was the ranger - an older gentleman. He was incredibly proud of
Balnarring beach and boasted it had been voted “the cleanest beach in Victoria”. Indeed it does hold this
award from the Keep Australia Beautiful Committee. He was passionate about the environment and told us
he and the community had planted thousands of trees in the reserve over the years. One night one of our
children found a baby possum on the ground outside the toilet blocks. We carefully delivered the tiny
creature into the rangers care, knocking on his office door late at night. We were welcomed in, and "Peta"
possum as the children named it, was put into a warm sock by the ranger and cared for.
The children explored Merricks Creek on foot and by kayak, and the dozen families in our group spent long
summer days sitting on the sand, gazing upon the tranquil waters across to Philip Island, and wiled away
hours in conversation, reading, swimming, paddling, beach combing. We'd walk to Somers, sometimes along
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the beach, sometimes via Coolart wetlands. We learned a lot about birds from the passionate bird watchers
in our group. We sailed and paddled on the calm waters, when families brought along their kayaks and
catamaran.
AGL at Westernport Bay is an anomaly. A contradiction and a grave error of judgement. Apart from the
degradation and harm to the biodiverse ecosystem (many of the effects are untested and unknown), for our
family it represents a tragic degradation of amenity.
Westernport Bay is an incredibly beautiful natural amenity in our State, we feel exceptionally lucky to enjoy.
Please spend a long weekend at Balnarring, Somers, Shoreham, Merricks, in fact anywhere on Westernport
Bay and you’ll understand how very lucky Victorians are to have this place.
The shoreline is among the most picturesque we have seen in all of our travels around Victoria. More
picturesque than the beaches along the Great Ocean Road (including Lorne, Apollo Bay), and without the
stress of choking traffic and crowds. The shoreline is more picturesque than any shoreline along Port Phillip
Bay, including the Port Phillip side of the Mornington Peninsula (we live on Port Phillip and know it well). The
only place I can think of which rivals the Westernport Bay shoreline is Wilson’s Promontory and Wingan Inlet
at Croajingolong National Park, but they are too far to be regularly accessible. Westernport Bay’s beauty is
linked to its biodiversity and in turn the magical, wondrous and peaceful essence of the place.
Westernport Bay is regularly accessible and this is part of the reason it feels like a “home away from home”
to us. We feel we are more than visitors. We feel it is our backyard. We don’t want to be sitting on the
magnificent stretches of beach, gazing out across the luminous waters to Phillip Island and the Nobbies, and
see giant gas tankers go by. Not even one. We don’t want to be quietly enjoying our campsite and hear the
grinding or droning of industrial noise, which will certainly be the case given Crib Point is very close by to the
north. We don’t want the resident dolphins to disappear, nor the beautiful marine creatures we see when
snorkelling. We don’t want the birds to go.
We emphatically say no to AGL at Westernport bay.

****
Le Fevre Family (Brighton, Vic)
We are looking back through 15 years’ worth of family photos camping at Balnarring and trying to find the
essence of what is so special about this place for us.
Our kids aged about 9 and 12 seeing dolphins for the first time swimming close by as they sailed out on the
catamaran. Seeing a humpback whale another time.
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Westernport is home to significant marine creatures too, whales, dolphins, sharks, fur seals, weedy sea dragons,
I could go on. As over 630 animal species are supported by the Westernport environment. These lands and
these waters are precious.
This is Boon Wurrung Country, the people of the two bays. Port Phillip, Nairm and Westernport, Warn Marring.
It is sacred land, and water.
This is a place of my deepest connection, and right now AGL plans to create one of the largest gas terminals in
Australia. They will house 40 tankers each year. Each tanker is as big as 20 humpback whales lined head to tail
tip. Each tanker will be moored at AGL’s proposed Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU), a 290-metre
long gas plant permanently moored at Crib Point across from Phillip Island. The whole process will be disastrous,
as they take water from the bay and then spew out chloride filled water that is a whopping 7 degrees cooler
than it went in.
Other impacts include the clearing of wetlands, dredging of the Bay floor, local noise and light pollution,
disruption to marine life and the introduction of damaging marine pests. Destruction of invertebrates- key
species in the food chain. potential chemical and petroleum leaks and spills. Not to mention contributing to
climate change.
****
McDonough family, Bentleigh East, Vic
We had not visited Balnarring before we were invited to accompany friends on a group camping trip many years
ago. During that first trip to the area, we discovered the natural beauty of the place, and realised that this
wondrous resource was on our doorstep, not far from us, and even closer to our father’s house in Mt Martha.
Our camping trips became annual, and our visits to Balnarring more frequent.
We receive a number of visitors from overseas, and we take them to Balnarring. The opportunity to kayak in the
peaceful, fresh bay, with a very strong chance of a visit from dolphins, is exactly what these international friends
want to experience when in Australia. Snorkelling in the area creates an opportunity to experience other marine
life up close, and the wetlands and other bird environments provide unique experiences that our visitors just don’t
get to experience elsewhere.
When travelling in Brazil, we were asked, “Do you have such beautiful beaches as these in your country?” It was
a very sad question for us, as we do have beautiful beaches, and they are cared for so much better than Brazilian
beaches. What could we say to these people who were proud of their beaches, yet were ignorant of the damage
they were causing? We couldn’t exactly say, “Your beaches might rival ours if you didn’t throw your baby’s nappy
onto the sand.”
In 2020, we consider the impact of each aspect of the proposed AGL project – the disregard for the consequences
of changes to ecosystems, the ignorance of the impact on a whole food chain that one change to a tiny organism
can have, the danger brought to an area by a very volatile gas product, not far from a naval training base, in a year
where we saw the devastation caused by an explosion of simple fertiliser in Beirut, and money being spent on
fossil fuels that should be invested in renewable energy.
In 2020, our family will also welcome our first grandchild. What gifts will she receive? Will she get to experience
the natural beauty of Westernport Bay that we have been so lucky to experience over the years, or will she be left
to ask us, “Why don’t the dolphins come to play with me when I kayak off the beach at Balnarring, like they did in
the stories of when Daddy was a child?” “You told me about the birds you saw when you went walking at Coolart,
yet today I saw none – where are they?”
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When our granddaughter takes her international visitors to Westernport Bay to show off the natural beauty of
the area, will her visitors be awe-struck by their experience, like our visitors have been, or will they look at her
sadly, like we did with the Brazilians, and wonder why Victorians didn’t protect the wondrous resources they had
the responsibility to care for?
As you read this submission, our granddaughter’s future is in your hands. Will you fail her with your shortsightedness, or will you recognise the value of what resides in Westernport Bay, and the danger this project poses
to it, and protect it from exploitation, as a gift for future Victorians?

Statement and signatories
We, the undersigned, strongly oppose AGL’s project in Westernport Bay, i.e. the Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit, and all associated land and marine based infrastructure (including the gas tankers and gas
pipeline). We urge the Victorian and Commonwealth governments not to approve this project on the grounds
described above in our collective submission. Thank you.
Tangy-Fridberg family (Bentleigh East, Vic)

Le Fevre family (Brighton, Vic)

Regos family (Mentone, Vic)

Miller-Hudson family (Carnegie, Vic)

Russo-Stocco family (Castlemaine, Vic)

McDonough family (Bentleigh East, Vic)

Karitinos-Petropoulos family (Chelsea, Vic)

Schleiger-O'Brien family (Parkdale, Vic)

25 August 2020

Footnote
1

Gas is a fossil fuel driving climate change. Gas, which is mostly methane is not clean; rather it is highly polluting and entrenches our

dependence on fossil fuels, rather than transitioning away from them. Australia will soon be the biggest exporter of LNG gas, as well as
being the largest coal exporter. Yet the extraction, liquefaction, transport and combustion of gas has the potential to result in as much
greenhouse gas as burning coal.” https://turnoffthegas.good.do/turnoffthegas/turnoffthegas/
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My name is Wendy Bajraszewski and I care about the environment in Westernport
Bay. Its an important ecological environment. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which
AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to
the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak
from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES
Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary
quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on
that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not
continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse
ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them to be home
to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect
the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact ---- see attached Word document for the full

My name is Wendy Bajraszewski and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Its an important ecological environment.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the
risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES
should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made
up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the
most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the
shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive
mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming
by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting
costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to

our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what
we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Wendy Bajraszewski
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My name is Robyn Gillespie and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
see attached submission

My name is Robyn Gillespie and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
The character of Westernport Bay is unique. I love the seagrass beds, the birdlife and the
amazing views across the bay. It is such a tranquil place to renew and refresh the spirit.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss
of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is
not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more
disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact
of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding
the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and
water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is
made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and
protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible
array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so
much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts

to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This
holds true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that
renewable energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy
Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming
increasingly accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG
annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas
consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher
penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise
in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself
nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES
states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib
Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Robyn Gillespie
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It is time to make a stand for the environment. Now is the perfect time to ramp up
renewable energy sources, we shouldn't be spending money on infrastructure for
fossil fuels. Governments should make the right decisions for the future not the easy
decisions or the decisions that make them the most money or the decisions that get
them more votes. The planet is crying out for people to stand up and make the
environment, and by extension, the long term future of the human race, the number
one priority. If this proposal is approved the immediate ecological damage would be
significant with irreparable damage to many ecosystems on the port and along the
pipeline. But even more damning would be the continued commitment to fossil
fuels that are driving global warming and leading us towards a climate catastrophe.
The FSRU would also be an ugly blight on the landscape from many points in the
Westernport area. It is time.

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES
Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Robyn Dempster

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:

Robyn_Dempster

Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

Submission attached - Refer to Robyn Dempster AGL Submission

1805

My name is Robyn Dempster and I live in Merricks North on the Mornington
Peninsula.
I would firstly like to thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form, and that I will point to in my submission, but the issue that concerns me
most is the impact on my local community, in particular our children who are
enjoying, observing, and learning from our beautiful Westernport Bay on a daily
basis.
My son attends the Balnarring Preschool and part of this amazing program is the
Beach / Bush Kinder which the children attend once a week at Balnarring Beach. The
beach / bush kinder is part of a Nationally Recognised Indigenous program which
encourages the children to connect with the land and nature, and teaches them the
importance of caring for the land, building a natural connection to the land and
therefore to Country.
The Balnarring Preschool program pays respect to the Boon-Wurrung/Bunurong
people whose sovereignty in their land has never been extinguished, and all the First
Peoples of Australia. Their Elders past who cared for the land so well, their Elders
present from whom we learn so much, their Elders future who will still have the grace
to teach us, and all the People.
Never has it been more important to come together to protect and share indigenous
cultural knowledge and skills. If we each take a moment to consider, we will see that
the same is true for all the peoples of the world: every individual here is an indivisible
part of the ecology of this planet, totally dependent on its intricate and magnificent
web of intersecting and interacting local ecosystems. To care for the planet is to care
for ourselves, and to realize the value of the indigenous wisdom available to us.
AGL’s proposal disrespects Aboriginal Cultural and Intangible heritage. In every
aspect, the proposed project would cause destruction of the tangible and disrespect
of the intangible: already in the planning phase and ongoing during construction and
operation.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents
and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected
by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES
notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of
ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters
or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island
as a popular tourist destination.

Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There
is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect
marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which
would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on the local community would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Robyn Dempster
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My name is Kaila Paarlberg and I live in the Westernport Bay area. I walk my dogs at
Ventnor Beach everyday and I love looking over our bay. I also dive down at flinders
pier often and love it. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and
the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural
environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to
weaken these laws. Combining th
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My name is Tracey Robinson and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It’s a divers environment home to many plants and animal species. Its clean and the
community values the natural environment, a safe, clean and inclusive place where people
can experience a variety of diverse areas to relax, exercise, and learn.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognized wetlands and wildlife,
the disregard for environmental conservation over corporate greed and the disrespect to the
traditional owners of this region through another proposition that places a monetary value
over spiritual and cultural connection.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies
and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
While I am unsure if this project will have a direct impact tourism and recreation
significantly based on the report as presented, I do know that it undermines decades-long
efforts to regenerate Westernport Bay. Without knowing the true impact of the project on the
environment its hard to determine what negative impact this project may have on tourism for
the region. Should the project create an environmental disaster as a result of an oil leak,
explosion, accidental release of toxic waste through human error or equipment failure, the
impact to tourism and the lives of those that live in Western-port would be drastically
effected. More and more people now regard the Bay as a site of high ecological and
recreational importance. The gas import terminal proposal would compromise the health and
safety of the community, the marine life and businesses that rely on it for their livelihoods
and for the families and recreational users. A project such as this will derail efforts to protect
the further enhancement of the area for the benefit of the environment and for recreational
users.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already
bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of
approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to
lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in

Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming
by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting
costs of renewable and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewable and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate, is backwards, lacks innovative thinking and demonstrates
the inability of Australia to keep up with other countries that are embracing renewable energy
and investing into the future. A project such as this confirms in my eyes how 'old school'
Australia is and is embarrassing on the international stage that despite being the lucky
country that we as a nation are not brave enough or smart enough to recognize that climate
change is destined to become a huge humanitarian crises which we should be mitigating
against and not contributing to by approving projects such as this that only increase the
impacts of climate change of various levels.
It is also concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise
in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself
nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states
that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,

Tracey Robinson
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My name is Ben Keys and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Because it contains RAMSAR wetlands and there’s no need for more industrial
develop on our shorelines
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents
and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be
affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise.
The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased
number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will
mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers
will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic
chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory
birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport
Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and
fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not

comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil
fuels. Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power
production. This holds true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of
storage to guarantee that renewable energy can be delivered when required
according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed
renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy
markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast
for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption will be
dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of
renewables than previously forecast.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,

Ben Keys
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My name is Sam Boughton and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Our environment, in particular our coastlines, are extremely important to
Australians. The livelihoods and leisure activities and mental health of millions of
Australians depends on healthy coastlines, and anything that threatens that will be
fought. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of
issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and
that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and
reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
DO NOT allow this development to proceed. Kind regards, Sam Boughton
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My name is Jay Austin and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I spent most days after school down on the shores of Westernport Bay and have such lovely memories that I
want to share with my children when the day comes. It’s also very close to where I live. I am also concerned
about the mangroves in that area.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are
a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in
my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on the local community.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access
them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally
impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of
anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence
of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage
and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological
character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a dangerous reality we
face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not
curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil
fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be
investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL
acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have
also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins
and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals
from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on the local community would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we
meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which
depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Jay Austin
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My name is William. Clancy and I live in the Westernport Bay area. 1. Western Port
the first named place in Victoria.2. Generations have fought to preserve its natural I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative
impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. Natural environments play a crucial
role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access them.
The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance
on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the
most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally

My name is William. Clancy and I live in the Westernport Bay area.

1. Western Port the first named place in Victoria.2. Generations have
fought to preserve its natural
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature
and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance
on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental
health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in
areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability
to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form
of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception
that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island
as a popular tourist destination.

Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They
combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered OrangeBellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of
seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport
Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves
stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand.
Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in
some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws
prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like
Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken
these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the
plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should
not continue.
Gas is more carbon polluting than coal if methane leakage throughout the
whole gas supply chain is above 3.2 per cent. Recent studies have shown
that we have previously underestimated how much methane is released to
the atmosphere during gas production. It has been found that onshore gas
fields in the United States have levels of leakage of 2-17 per cent. Despite
these findings the Australian gas industry and federal government report
far lower emission intensities for unconventional gas emissions based on

default emissions factors rather than on reliable measurements. Gas is
not a climate solution.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem
- like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this
proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the
ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels.
The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of
water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of
colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As
outlined above, the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in
Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy
needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to
any harm.
Sincerely,
William. Clancy
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Thank you for your acknowledge ment.K can't cut and paste but will ask my daughter to do that.

PLEASE NOTE that you have made what is such a common error.
We are, as I understand it,all trying to preserve a place with the official
name of WESTERN PORT. It is not WESTERNPORT BAY.This is a
common misconception.
WESTERN PORT was named by George Bass in 1802 His log and
subsequent references were always to WESTERN PORT.
He called it WESTERN PORT because it was the most westerly point he
reached in his expedition to establish whether or not there was a gap
between Tasmania and the Australian mainland.We now know of course
there was and it was called BASS STRAIGHT by Matthew flinders on his
expedition a short time later.
Whilst Bass did not have time to go the whole way through, he was
sufficiently confident, after examining the tides and the winds ,to
conclude there was a substantial gap between the two land features on
his appointed mission to establish with confidence that there was in fact
ocean between the mainland and Tasmania.

YOURS SINCERELY, WILLIAM. CLANCY
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Please find my submission attached

Brian Harper
Port Melbourne, 3207
August 2020
My name is Brian Harper and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
As the former CEO of the Westernport Planning Authority, I believe the Bay needs to be
protected from unnecessary industrialisation and environmental harm. It is a unique
RAMSAR wetland and an important blue carbon sink.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed
the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the
EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine
the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and
protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of
one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant
wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much

we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying
only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as
Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of
carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the
impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton
and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable
to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above
safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,

Brian Harper
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My name is Penny Woodward and I live in a village on Westernport Bay.
It is my place of refuge and connection to the environment. It is complex and diverse with a
huge array of wildlife both in the water and in the surrounding wetlands and land mass,
and in the skies above. All are threatened by the proposed terminal.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable in any form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. Exposure to noise and light pollution in treasured areas of
recreation and places of peaceful contemplation completely diminish our ability to slow
down. They increase anxiety and a lack of ability to focus, and create worry and distress
about the destruction of our natural environment. This is such an unnecessary
development with gas prices falling that even if the pipeline is built it is likely to be useless
very quickly as we move towards new energy sources. The idea of importing our own gas
is ridiculous.
We look out towards Phillip Island, which is the second most tourism-dependent region in
all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. They also
visit, holiday and live in villages around Westernport Bay opposite Phillip Island and near
the proposed terminal. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the perception that
ours is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. This is totally the wrong sort of development for this pristine region.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and
water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is
made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay
is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment
and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is
an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. Westernport
had many different depths, rock shelves and sand banks, making it much more biodiverse
than Port Phillip Bay. And we risk all of this by allowing this development to go ahead.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect
marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive
and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22
of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact
that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not
continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of
warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The
plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not
only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be

investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead
of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is
not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton
and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable
to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above
safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water
being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water
would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting
marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Penny Woodward
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My name is Thomas Field and I live in the Westernport Bay area. This is an
unnecessary option for future gas! particularly with the damage this will do short
and then longterm community I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing
would introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These
risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility
and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report
K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys
Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump
up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which will have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. Thank you once again for the opportunity to
contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project.
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25 August 2020

AGL CRIB POINT GAS IMPORT FACILITY EES
I am writing this submission after reading reports in today’s Age newspaper
regarding the overwhelming scientific evidence about the gas industry’s
impact on our climate.
I am particularly concerned by the views expressed by scientific experts that
there should be no role for an expansion of the gas industry because natural
gas is now the fastest growing source of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere,
the most important greenhouse gas driving climate change, and the cause of
the rapid rise in methane emissions which over the longer term will have a far
more potent greenhouse impact.
The Crib Point EES does not address these issues at all. Worse, it brazenly
states that ‘Victoria needs to find alternative sources of gas supply’ and ‘the
Project would also assist in Victoria’s transition to a low-carbon economy and
provide the foundation for ensuring that energy security is maintained and
keeps pace with a growing and changing Victoria.’
The EES is therefore predicated on assumptions that are demonstrably
wrong. By not challenging, or even questioning these assumptions the EES is
fundamentally flawed. AGL should be directed to include in the EES a proper
consideration of the long term environmental impacts of gas consumption in
Victoria compared to alternative renewable energy sources and storage
options. That is clearly where we should be going.
As a regular visitor to both Phillip Island and the Mornington Peninsula I am
also very concerned about the impacts that the regasification facility will have
on marine ecosystems in Western Port and the precious Ramsar wetlands that
host migratory wading birds. I cannot accept the statements in the EES that
there will be insignificant impacts from pumping 480 million litres of seawater
a day into the gas factory, chlorinating it and then discharging it back into the
bay 7 degrees below ambient temperature. Where else has this been done in
such a sensitive environment, and how have the impacts been monitored?
This seems to be a reckless experiment on a huge scale and some of the
arguments presented in the EES are specious or misleading.
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My name is Holley Freeman and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
This is about more than just the people who go to visit. It’s about the environment.
Who are these people to think they have the right to destroy a habitat that isn’t
even theirs. The animals and plants deserve just as much respect as anyone else.

