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Introduction
The Kensington Association would like to take this opportunity to stress the passion that local residents feel for the
suburb and its amenity. The Association has worked tirelessly over many years to ensure that Kensington does not
lose the neighbourhood character, residential amenity and community spirit it enjoys today.
Furthermore, the Association and its members are a strong united group of local residents who strive to implement
and support strategic community projects that protect the existing fabric of the suburb so that it remains an
inclusive community for all residents and visitors.
The focus of our written submission and our presentation today is on the Port, CityLink and City Connections
component of the Project and its impacts on Kensington.

Whilst we do not propose to walk through our entire written submission, we would like to highlight some of the
key issues and concerns that were raised in that submission.
Firstly, the Association does not believe that the Project meets all of the Scoping Requirements or the Evaluation
Objectives established within those requirements.
In particular, we do not feel that the Project will:
1. Remove trucks and freight traffic from local roads in Kensington;
2. Minimise adverse air quality, noise and vibration effects on the health and amenity of nearby residents, local
communities and road users;
3. Protect and enhance the function and character of the evolving urban environment including built form and
public realm; and
4. Minimise adverse effects on landscape, visual amenity and recreational and open space values.
Traffic
The scoping requirement for transport capacity, connectivity and traffic management notes that “the EES is to
document … describe the existing environment … set out baseline conditions … changes to the local and arterial
traffic distribution, including in relation to the west and north of Melbourne … and in the vicinity of urban renewal
precincts adjacent to the project area.”
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The Project team has failed to provide traffic studies for Kensington, which is part of the Arden-Macaulay urban
renewal precinct and clearly meets the requirement for assessment as described in the scoping requirements.

Likewise, given its vicinity to the Dynon Road Tunnel exit, it is unclear why the EES has not considered the use of
Kensington as a thoroughfare for:
 Heavy trucks and motor vehicles looking to avoid tolls, particularly when travelling multiple times per day;
 Trucks that are carrying a placarded load and are therefore unable to use the tunnel; and
 Vehicles travelling on the tunnel and exiting at Dynon Road to travel to the city from the inner north and west
(Essendon, Pascoe Vale, Brunswick, etc.).
The EES recognises that there is heavy traffic use crossing the bridge over Maribyrnong River on Ballarat Road. But
it does not address the fact that these trucks and heavy traffic volumes are not just travelling to the port. The traffic
here is going from the inner west into the city, to the Eastern Freeway or to the Tullamarine Freeway.
Heavy articulated vehicles are moving waste and construction waste and use a variety of local Kensington roads,
such as Macaulay and Epsom Road, to get onto a freeway or travel from the Arden construction precinct to the
west.
No consideration has been given to the potential that these trucks will continue or increase their use once the
Project is operational.
The EES also notes that traffic on Dynon Road between CityLink and Dryburgh Street is expected to increase by
around 9,000 vehicles per day or 21%. Based on our lived experience, this increase in traffic will inevitably lead to
an increase in rat running through the suburb. We feel the effects when local roads jam up. We know that traffic
filters immediately up through Kensington Road and Lloyd Street.
Yet the Project team has indicated that there will be no adverse impact on Kensington. Despite making repeated
requests for the data confirming this, it has not been provided.
The Association believes that to adequately assess traffic related impacts the EES should have conducted proper
and more detailed analysis of the impacts on Kensington, during both the construction and the operational phases,
and identified/recommended traffic strategies to mitigate these impacts.
Air quality and noise
The EES acknowledges that the “redistribution of traffic during the operation of the project is likely to result in
changes to the traffic mix and volumes along existing local roads”. However, it has not measured or quantified
what the impact will be on Kensington.
Given the 21% increase in traffic along Dynon Road, the redistribution of traffic to key local streets such as Lloyd
Street and Kensington Road is likely to result in increased noise levels and worsening air quality.
Another key concern for the Association is that neither VicRoads Policy nor the Project noise objectives set noise
levels for future urban renewal areas or open space areas.
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The EES acknowledges that noise levels for the area beneath CityLink and the new off-ramps providing the CityLink
and city connections are expected to be 3 to 4 dB(A) higher in this location. This is accepted without any
consideration of the impact on local residents and how it may be mitigated.
We know from experience that once a road project is completed very little is done by the operator to rectify
breaches in future years. This is why it is critical that appropriate limits and thresholds be put in place up front with
serious penalties for breaches or a firm requirement for remediation once the road/freeway/tollway is operational.
This has been the case with the construction of CityLink, where noise limits have been exceeded with no
consequences or remediation.
Built form and public realm
The design concept for the new bridge over the Moonee Ponds Creek is brutalist and unsympathetic to its
surroundings, far from the design objective of an “attractive, iconic feature” reflecting its local setting.

The imposition of up to 14 large and intrusive piers in the creek is also incompatible with, and an obstacle to, the
re-naturalisation of the creek corridor and the establishment of associated new parklands for which planning is
currently underway under the Moonee Ponds Creek Catchment Collaboration, which recognises the creek as an
invaluable local amenity for social and recreational activity.
The planned re-naturalisation will enhance the recreational values of this open space as well as restoring resilient
ecosystems of vegetation, fish and birds, in line with community expectations and aspirations for waterways. The
days of waterways existing only for drainage and flood mitigation have passed.

Concrete piers that support existing CityLink overpasses over Moonee Ponds Creek clearly show that such
structures do not enhance the character of the creek or the surrounding urban environment.
The land in the vicinity of these structures does not produce the verdant landscape as depicted in the technical
report, rather the lack of light and constant noise have produced an unpleasant environment attracting litter,
weeds and rough sleepers.
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Decorative treatments and noise barriers that are projected for other parts of this development do not appear to
apply to this section.
Landscape, visual amenity and open space
The landscape and visual impact assessment provides little recognition of the value of the Moonee Ponds Creek to
the community.
It notes that this infrastructure is consistent with the existing character of the area and would not fundamentally
change the land use in terms of its function as a shared use pathway and connector. We do not believe that this is
justifiable.
Finally, we do not believe that the EES has done enough to investigate and document alternatives for the Project.
Loss of Open Space
Kensington is likely to experience significant change through urban renewal as a result of the Arden-Macaulay
Structure Plan. More open spaces will be required to support the health and wellbeing of the people who live, work
and visit this area.
Under the Arden‐Macaulay Structure Plan “new open spaces along the western side of the creek, north of Macaulay
Road, would be consolidated with the creek environs to create a thriving parkland and green spine through the
centre of Arden‐Macaulay … Improving the quantity and quality of open space abutting the creek would reconnect
people with what is now a mostly hidden waterway.”
As mitigation for the loss of this open space, the Project team has tacked a new park into unusable land below a
viaduct, under the Veloway and hemmed on 3 sides by high volume roads.
Volume 4 of the EES states that:
The design seeks to rehabilitate ‘dead spaces’ and create new parklands along Moonee Ponds Creek, enhancing the
riparian zone between Footscray Road and the rail lines north of Dynon Road. This also includes opportunities for
new parkland and community facilities (such as a skate park) immediately north of Footscray Road on the western
bank of the creek.
The creation of new open space on the western bank of Moonee Ponds Creek and a new wetland adjacent to the
Dynon Road bridge.

This park is not near any residents; it does not have any parking and is only accessible by either pedestrians or
cyclists. This is by no means an ideal mitigation for the loss of amenity in the area. It is a convenient afterthought.
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A very high premium should be placed on the value of this space. It is a rare and precious resource for the
community. Its value is not limited as proposed by the EES. Rather, its value is unlimited for the local community.
The Project, as proposed, will deprive the community of these benefits, and this poorly designed park is grossly
inadequate.
Damage to Moonee Ponds Creek
The Association is firm in its view that the damage to Moonee Ponds Creek will be extensive and cannot be
mitigated.
The EES does not adequately acknowledge the severity of the impacts the Project will have on the creek and
therefore does not offer appropriate mitigation strategies or alternative designs that may be less detrimental.
The elevated road structures and permanent piers will:
1. Limit light and rain reaching vegetation below. This shading will lead to localised degradation of remnant
vegetation, planted vegetation and aquatic ecology;
2. Increase noise and light levels in the project area;
3. Impact instream vegetation and fauna passage through alterations of flows and changes to hydrology;
4. Create security and visibility issues (as demonstrated by the existing CityLink structure);
5. Destroy the positive features of the creek; and
6. Totally dominate the landscape.
Currently this area has vegetation and is afforded extensive natural light, linear open space amenity and emerging
biodiversity.
Rather than position these structure to the west of CityLink, to allow the remaining values of the Moonee Ponds
Creek waterway to be kept and enhanced in line with the various strategies for the urban renewal of this area, the
Project seeks to repeat the damage that CityLink has done to the creek, by placing further piers directly into the
centre of the creek and overshadowing large sections of the creek.
The existing CityLink structure dominates and overshadows the Moonee Ponds Creek landscape.
Little or no effort was made to minimise the noise impact of the CityLink structure or to implement a strongly
defined positive and integrated landscape.

Lessons ought to be learned from the regrettable impact of the CityLink design and similar mistakes avoided.
When CityLink was planned and built, the area was transformed from a spacious corridor with a low built form, to
the situation today where the urban environment is an abrupt mixture of the remaining low scale green creek
environment, and unsympathetic, dominating, concrete piers and heavy viaduct elements.
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The structures that were imposed upon residents were completely out of character with the area. As such, our
urban environment was transformed to its detriment. We lost our amenity.
We lost our low scale creek environs and we lost our pre-existing uses of this area. Since that time, there has been
no real action to soften the impacts and rejuvenate the area.

1996 to 2017 – Moonee Ponds Creek: Looking north from Dynon Road Bridge
BEFORE

(1996, State Library of Victoria, Ian Harrison Hill)
AFTER
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1996 to 2017 – Moonee Ponds Creek: Looking south from Macaulay Road to Arden Street
BEFORE

(1996, State Library of Victoria, Ian Harrison Hill)
AFTER

The EES uses this past damage to excuse the new damage, with token efforts to mitigate.
It was the State Government and Transurban who gave us CityLink. They now seek to inflict further damage.
In other parts of the Project a high level of urban design is proposed. The structures from ground level, from the
view point of the person, have been impressive, where the user interacts with the main structure.
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For our section of the Project, the crossings on the Moonee Ponds Creek can be directly compared to the elements
used on the Maribyrnong River.
Here we have the before and after treatments for the Maribyrnong:

The eel skin cladding to reflect natural forms is impressive.
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We can compare the two levels of treatment between the Moonee Ponds Creek to the Maribyrnong;

The viaducts that pass over the Moonee Ponds Creek get none of this level of treatment.
There is no highly rendered eel skin cladding, no elaborate pylons, no forms reflecting the history of the Saltwater
Lagoon or the previous industries along the creek.
What has been reflected is the brutal way that CityLink dominates over the natural creek environs.
The Project team has specifically said that their design work is based on CityLink and that this level of design is
acceptable to them.
The Project team has been very selective in what forms to reflect:
 It chose purposely to reflect the form of CityLink; and
 It chose purposely NOT to reflect the natural forms or history in the area.
We are treated to bare concrete viaducts that force their presence over the remaining open sections of the creek.
Brutal concrete piers directly pierce their way into the creek itself. There are no sympathetic treatments here.
There is little effort to soften the blow of the harsh structural forms.
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In the Project team’s view, by planting a few trees at the edge of this unsympathetic structure, the residual visual
impact is accepted as ‘low’.
Elsewhere, the high level of design work is admirable – but for the main viaducts crossing the Moonee Ponds Creek,
this level of excellence is non-existent.
We have learnt from CityLink and East West Link – Experience tells us that these viaducts will be brutal concrete
structures.
An Important Note: When we campaigned against the East West Link, the LMA employed a similar strategy of not
showing real life renderings. They preferred to only have low resolution renderings as the imagery does not convey
the real impact of the project.
We offer these 3 images to give a better taste of why this is worthwhile mentioning;
CURRENT ENVIRONS

EWL SOFT RENDER

versus

REAL LIFE RENDER

The Renders do not do real life justice.
Proposal for a Linear Park
Around Moonee Ponds Creek, there has been significant community involvement in regenerating and maintaining
the waterways and adjacent open spaces. The EES notes that whist this community activity contributes to building
and maintaining social fabric, the use of this Moonee Ponds Creek linear open space is unlikely to be impacted by
visual impacts. We do not agree.
This is the location of a pre-settlement Saltwater Lagoon. This open stretch of water is the last reminder of what
existed here. The location of the Saltwater Lagoon rates a single mention in the EES in Heritage.
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The EES prefers to use the word swamp and focus on the post settlement uses, rather than draw attention to the
actual Aboriginal use of the area.

This is re-enforced by the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage section not acknowledging the use of the Saltwater Lagoon in
any way as a once rich hunting ground. Yet the EES repeatedly suggests that a Heritage Interpretation Strategy
(CHP7) be undertaken.
What is the point of interpreting something after you have paved it over?
It is clear that the EES puts forward the opinion that the Moonee Ponds Creek environs have little merit as the area
has been dominated by the structural form of CityLink. We put forward, that there is still much value left, value
that has been ignored by the Project team.
The Project team would have you ignore the real value of the creek in its regenerated form to all communities from
Docklands to Kensington, North Melbourne and Flemington. As well as to the future communities of E-Gate, Arden
Precinct and Arden Macaulay.
The Association requests that the IAC recommends to the State that the two large pairs of viaducts designated to
go over the Moonee Ponds Creek be eliminated or relocated to areas that do not impact the open space values that
remain on the creek and surrounds.
We feel that by shifting the viaduct structures to the west of CityLink, away from the creek, this would allow the
creek to be rejuvenated to benefit the increased population from urban renewal, such as C190, the Arden Precinct
and the future E-Gate development.
There is almost no public open space in this area, so the creek offers an ideal practical solution to this current need,
perhaps our only solution for future needs.
If the Project is to proceed in its current form, then the Kensington Association asks that there is proper mitigation,
by creating a real and lasting legacy for the inner-city communities.
The delivery of a small token park, far away from users, that gives only a small amount of poor quality open space
in a noisy road reserve, is unacceptable. It is not a mitigation but a further reduction of our amenity.
Our concept however, which has been discussed with the Project team and is supported by other community
groups, is the establishment of a new linear park on the Moonee Ponds Creek waterway, from Racecourse Road to
the Yarra, within the flood walls to encompass and protect the waterway. We ask you to help create a real Legacy.
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This proposal would potentially create a new large 27 Hectare linear park from flood-zone land.
The creation of this park would be a significant environmental gain that would finally repair past planning mistakes.
All it requires is rezoning of the floodway to PPRZ and the transfer of government owned land from various bodies
to a single responsible authority. We would see this to be the City of Melbourne and/or Melbourne Water.
There have been two strategic plans for the rejuvenation of the Moonee Ponds Creek since 1992 with little or no
actual execution of those plans in our area. This is due to the poor legacy issues of a jumbled zoning and different
government departments that own the land.
By resolving the zoning and rationalizing the multiple state government bodies that have current ownership of the
land (see Appendix #1) this would allow the latest Strategic Plan for the Moonee Ponds Creek to be actioned. Until
these steps are taken, no unified plan can be put into action, as those who care do not control the land.
By the IAC recommending these Zoning and ownership transfers, this would then allow the local community
networks to actively participate in the work of renewal, alongside Melbourne Water and the Melbourne City
Council.
There are community organizations and willing locals along the entire stretch of this creek that are waiting for the
chance to get involved and begin the rejuvenation work.
Without such a mechanism for resolving the land titles and proper rezoning to Public Open Space, the current
status quo means that there will be no action.
If the Project must go ahead, then this would provide a mechanism for a true lasting mitigation.
Conclusion
If the Project is to proceed, then further analysis needs to be undertaken on the adverse impacts on Kensington.
We believe the EES does not give sufficient weight to the negative impacts of the proposed design on traffic,
landscape, amenity of the local area, and future use of the Moonee Ponds Creek and environs.
Better mitigation strategies, especially for public open space, must be deployed, with the guarantee of amelioration
as and when required. There must be significant community inclusion in the assessment, planning, and monitoring.
The Association requests firm commitments to assessing and controlling adverse traffic and noise impacts on local
streets for at least two years after project completion.
We thank the Independent Assessment Committee for their time.

