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Summary
Greenlink Box Hill Inc. (Greenlink) is a Registered Charity, Not-for-profit, volunteer
organisation, growing and selling indigenous plants to businesses, organisations and
residents within the Whitehorse area since 1988.
Greenlink has a well-documented history of revegetation works and seed collection
within Koonung Creek/Bushy Creek area.
The proposed realignment of Koonung Creek and associated removal of vegetation at
Koonung Creek Wetlands (Figure 22-3 NELP Technical Report Q Ecology), will directly
impact the ability of Greenlink to collect seed to propagate and sell to our residential
customers, Councils and contractor revegetation projects.
Greenlink would request that we be provided with a timeline for access to the site prior
to commencement of works, for the purposes of seed collection, and be considered for
the contract to grow plant stock to revegetate the area upon completion.

Submitted by:
Greenlink Box Hill Inc.
41 Wimmera Street,
Box Hill North 3129
Authorised person:
Trevor Eddy
Treasurer, Greenlink Box Hill Inc.
Email: greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com
Phone: 0414 443 203
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History
Greenlink Box Hill Inc. (Greenlink) is a not-for-profit, volunteer organisation with full
charity status, which was established in 1988 to promote the use and understanding of
indigenous plants within the City of Box Hill, as it was at the time.
Historically, Greenlink has been heavily involved in revegetation projects along the
Eastern Freeway from Doncaster Rd to Springvale Rd.
The establishment of bank vegetation in urban creeks is extremely difficult, with weed
invasion, flooding, and erosion identified as major issues for plant establishment.
Greenlink volunteers have dedicated hundreds of hours to revegetating Koonung and
Bushy Creeks. This area has strong historic significance for us, and contains important
remnant vegetation for seed collection.
The revegetation of this area was the first major project undertaken by Greenlink, led by
Minette Russell-Young (former lecturer in botany and ecology at Burnley Horticultural
College) and was critical to the establishment of our community nursery.
Greenlink has come a long way since the early days at Bushy Creek - what started out as
concerned community members (some with passion but limited knowledge of
Indigenous flora and revegetation) has blossomed into a well-known, trusted nursery
with experts in local plant knowledge.
As part of the Eastern Freeway extension, Melbourne Water rock-lined the entrance of
Bushy Creek to Koonung Creek, and the resulting Greenlink revegetation program

(Appendix 1) was so successful that at the time it obtained the highest grading for any
creek land restoration project in urban and rural areas of Victoria, and was used as a
training site for other contractors. (Appendix 2)
Subsequent work has involved extensive plantings by Greenlink along Koonung Creek,
including a major planting at Frank Sedgeman Reserve with the involvement of Box Hill
North Primary School students, and revegetating the remaining open section of Bushy
Creek towards the Miniature Steam Railway.
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Current situation
Greenlink is authorised under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, Permit No:
10008694 to collect/keep/trade in protected flora and as such collects seed and
cuttings from many areas within Whitehorse, and is currently undertaking a GIS
mapping program to consolidate data from the wide-ranging sites where provenance is
confirmed, including the Koonung Creek/Bushy Creek areas.
This allows us to more efficiently track and monitor indigenous vegetation sites, which
are important local sources of genetic diversity. Greenlink has regularly collected seed
and cuttings from the following species within the Koonung Creek/Bushy Creek area:
Species

Common Name

Species

Common Name

Acacia dealbata

Silver Wattle

Eucalyptus yarraensis

Yarra Gum

Acacia genistifolia

Spreading Wattle

Juncus gregiflorus

Green Rush

Acacia implexa

Lightwood

Juncus subsecundus

Finger Rush

Acacia verticillata

Prickly Moses

Kunzea leptospermoides

Yarra Burgan

Allocasuarina littoralis

Black Sheoak

Leptorhynchos squamatus

Scaly Buttons

Arthropodium strictum

Chocolate Lily

Melicytus dentatus

Tree Violet

Baumea articulata

Jointed Twig-sedge

Ozothamnus ferrugineus

Tree Everlasting

Callistemon sieberi

River Bottlebrush

Patersonia occidentalis

Long Purple-flag

Calystegia marginata

Forest Bindweed

Poa labillardieri

Common Tussock-grass

Carex appressa

Tall Sedge

Poa morrisii

Velvet Tussock-grass

Cassinia aculeata

Common Cassinia

Podolepis jaceoides

Showy Podolepis

Cassinia arcuata

Drooping Cassinia

Pomaderris aspera

Hazel Pomaderris

Chrysocephalum apiculatum

Common Everlasting

Prostanthera lasianthos

Vic Christmas Bush

Chrysocephalum semipapposum

Clustered Everlasting

Rytidosperma geniculatum

Kneed Wallaby-grass

Craspedia variabilis

Common Billy-buttons

Rytidosperma setaceum

Bristly Wallaby-grass

Dianella longifolia

Arching Flax-lily

Wahlenbergia stricta

Tall Bluebell

With the proposed realignment of Koonung Creek impacting the adjacent wetlands, we
are very concerned about the flood risk after a rain event, and the reduced capability of
the wetlands to carry out its role in managing and filtering runoff from the freeway, and
the resulting effect on surrounding native vegetation, parkland and birdlife.
We are also aware of the close proximity of the proposed works to a very old
(circa 300+yrs) Eucalyptus camaldulensis and its progeny, which must be protected
from any damage to the canopy, as well as the root structure through soil compaction
or excavation from earth-moving machinery etc.
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Proposal
As mentioned, the Koonung Creek area holds high importance for Greenlink, both
historically, and as a seed collection site for provenance vegetation.
The impacts on the area through the realignment of the creek will require Greenlink to
ensure as much seed collection is carried out as possible, prior to the works
commencing, and to salvage a number of indigenous plants that can be relocated to a
growing area adjacent to the nursery. Therefore we request a timeline to be provided
and/or access to the area to carry out these tasks.
While the realignment works are being carried out, Greenlink would request the
contract to grow plant stock to supply the contractor responsible for revegetation works.
The corridor linking Koonung Creek and Bushy Creek is important, and there is still
much work to be done. It is important to us that we continue our association with the
area.
Greenlink has a proven track record in growing and supplying indigenous flora to
councils, Melbourne Water, contractors, sporting organisations, schools and individuals.
All orders for plants have been delivered in full, and on time, with our most recent order
being 3,500 plants for City of Boroondara.
Greenlink has previously tendered for Revegetation Plants and Materials Supply and has
been accepted and approved as a supplier of indigenous plants to assist Melbourne
Water with repair and revegetation of areas disturbed by major works or environmental
damage. Our biggest order to date was the supply of approx. 10,000 plants to
Melbourne Water for a revegetation program along the banks of Koonung Creek at
Leeds Street, Doncaster.
This relationship with Melbourne Water has continued successfully for more than 15
years, by undertaking a growing program to meet the exact specifications as set out in
the pre-delivery orders.
We continue to maintain our operations through our well established relationships and
community contributions, as well as the regular “sales’ days at our nursery. The reason
for our success comes as a result of outstanding contributions from many people,
particularly our Committee of Management, volunteers, and members.
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Appendices
Appendix 1.
Greenlink revegetation works at Koonung Creek/Bushy Creek confluence 1994 to 2006

Photo: Minette Russell-Young 1994

Photo: Minette Russell-Young 2006
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Appendix 2.
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Appendix 2. cont
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