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In these challenging circumstances, it is great
to be able to share some good news about
the restoration of Haining Farm.
All project information remains available on
the Engage Victoria Haining Farm webpage
at: www.engage.vic.gov.au/haining-farm.

Deer control
Earlier in the year, two Sambar deer forced their
way into the fenced conservation area. Parks
Victoria is pleased to advise that both deer have
now been humanely controlled. A review of the
area indicates that they had minimal impact on
the revegetation.

Bushfire mitigation works

Parks Victoria is pleased to announce that all
capital works committed within the Haining farm:
Bushfire Mitigation Measures document are now
complete following the installation of two new
Don Rd vehicle entry points and the second new
water point on the Yarra River. The new vehicle
access points will provide additional access for
emergency response vehicles during fires and
other emergencies.

In response to the deer breaching the fence, Parks
Victoria has undertaken some improvement
works to multiple gates leading into the
conservation area to reduce the likelihood of deer
entering again. Parks Victoria will continue to
monitor the fence line and conservation area and
undertake control works as required.
One of the new road crossings on Don Road.
The next steps are to ensure that all features are
appropriately signed, including water points, and
make sure that local emergency services are
provided a site familiarisation tour to inspect all
measures.
Parks Victoria will continue to work with local
emergency services and Council, to ensure that all
fire and emergency preparations are fit for
purpose before the fire season commences.
Two Sambar Deer inside the conservation area
have now been controlled.

Pest animal control
Parks Victoria has continued with a pest animal
control program targeting feral cats and foxes. So
far, Parks Victoria is pleased to advise that twelve
foxes have been dispatched this year.

Ongoing maintenance

ClimateWatch trail

Prior to Stage 4 restrictions, Parks Victoria had
allocated a dedicated Ranger to Haining Farm. The
Ranger has been responsible for general
maintenance and making the site safe in
preparation for opening to the public. His works
have included general clean up, removing the old
shelter, tree risk works, weed control and
countless other amenity works.

Greening Australia and Parks Victoria are working
with Earthwatch Australia to develop a
ClimateWatch Trail at Haining Farm. This is a
citizen science project that will allow park visitors
to record plant and animal species they see onto
the app.

Having a regular onsite Ranger presence has also
helped to implement monitoring systems to see
how the site changes and develops over time,
including the flooding of the wetlands cells, weed
growth, pest animal populations and the growth
of planted vegetation.

Information loaded onto the app will be accessed
by researchers to build an understanding of how
plants and animals respond to climate change. For
more information on the program visit
www.climatewatch.org.au/trails.

Weed management
With ideal conditions of sunshine and rain, rapid
growth of the vegetation at the farm has
continued. This has been great news for the
planted native vegetation, but not so great for the
weed growth.
Parks Victoria continues to engage highly skilled
professional contractors to undertake weed
control throughout the sensitive environmental
areas as well as targeting control of significant
weeds throughout the rest of the site. The
dedicated Ranger is also undertaking regular
weed control.
We know how important controlling weeds is to
the local community and we are pleased to advise
that we are seeing a significant reduction in weed
numbers across Haining Farm. Due to the history
and nature of the site, it will never be completely
weed free, but we are working to reduce weeds to
a more manageable level and are seeing some
great results.
Overall, vegetation management is the largest
component of site maintenance and includes
slashing, spraying, manual removal and other
methods.

Birdlife
Greening Australia and Parks Victoria have been
working with Birdlife Australia to establish
baseline data of birds on site since the
development of the park began. 84 species
have been identified on site so far, which can be
viewed on Birdlife Australia’s ‘Birdata’ website
here: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/.

Research trial project
In addition to the habitat being established at
Haining Farm, the site has also been chosen to
conduct experimental research trials on how to
create cost-effective habitat, at scale, for the
Helmeted Honeyeater and Lowland Leadbeater’s
Possum.
Greening Australia has obtained funding for a trial
to help develop an effective revegetation method
to grow key plant species, such as Eucalyptus
camphora, that form critical habitat for
threatened species. The learnings from these
trials will help support habitat recovery in other
areas to help in the fight to protect endangered
species across Victoria.

What next?
Parks Victoria staff are undertaking only essential
park maintenance activities in the field. This is
likely to impact our timing to open Haining farm
to the community and we thank you for your
understanding and patience.
If you would like to be contacted about activities
happening at Haining Farm or be put on the
mailing list to receive future newsletters by email,
please get in touch using the information below.
For further information please call 13 1963 or
email hainingplan@parks.vic.gov.au.

