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My name is Ann Fuller and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It is a unique area of beautiful coastline limited development and superb wetlands. We have
our scientists warning us about gas and it is now a matter of urgency to move to renewable
energy.Surely the pandemic should teach us to listen to science.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss
of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is
not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more
disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact
of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding
the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as
the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most
precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming
by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting
costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to
our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-

be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what
we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact
on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy
needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which
depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Ann Fuller
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My name is Adam and I live with my family in Bittern. I grew up visiting my
grandparents' farm in Balnarring and our children our all active members of the
Point Leo Surf Lifesaving Club. We love Westernport Bay! I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety a Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a
threat in the distant future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on
track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not
curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and
energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more
in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of
investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal
is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate. Small marine
organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far
above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres
of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder
chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife. Thank you once again for the opportunity
to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and
more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
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My name is Lachlan Williams and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Westernport Bay is no less important than any other
natural environment in Victoria and Australia.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently
does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil
fuels. Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power

production. This holds true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of
storage to guarantee that renewable energy can be delivered when required
according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed
renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy
markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast
for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption will be
dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of
renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby
which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to
the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable,
options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which
depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Lachlan Williams
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Angela Gill

My name is Angela Gill and I care deeply about the environment in Westernport Bay.

Westernport Bay is one of Victoria's magnificent natural environments - importantly,
it provides a haven for migratory birds from other parts of the world. ALL nature is in
crisis. AGL, please focus on renewables, not fossil fuels. Make the right choice.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable in its current form and that I will point to in
my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility, and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Woolley Beach
is also close to the site. AGL has completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and has deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies, and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact on Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store
large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which
has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide,
between 1970 and 2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate
crisis.
If the project is approved, AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport Bay. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases is totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
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like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements, this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas, instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant, with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
dispersed with the current, thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Yours sincerely
Angela Gill
Moonee Ponds VIC 3039
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My name is Leon Sweeney and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It has been our home and/or holiday destination all our lives. The bay
already environmentally challenged and I am actively involved in it’s
protection.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister
for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for
residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding
areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not
a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean
boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased
shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification
Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact
Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their
ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate
to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant
wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in
some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws
prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas

like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to
weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the
fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our
planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent
of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of
the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities
of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a
defence against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the
ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted
by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled
into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres
of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity
of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. As outlined above, the the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to
ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Leon Sweeney
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I appose the AGL gas import jetty and gas pipeline due to the affect it will have on
the Western port bay. Apart from chlorine and water temperature that will be
affected, this is a coast used for holiday makers, water sports and a wonderful eco
system. Importing gas and then processing it in our bay when Australia has this
resource in abundance (and we export it as well) is just ludicrous.
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My name is Hannah Skipworth and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I have addressed in my submission.
The issue that concerns me most is the potential impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. Bringing together land and
water, they uniquely home at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of
seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the
most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangrove forests provide one of the
greatest environmental services of any plant. They stabilise sediment, protect the shoreline
from erosion, and enable saltmarsh communities to flourish. The shoreline directly around
the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands must be protected as it
becomes more and more clear that they are a key habitat for an incredible array of plants
and animals. Around the world, they are being subject to potentially damaging projects
like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria, we can surely find a better way
to power the needs of our people than potentially damaging these essential environs, the
communities, and tourism they support.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so
much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but
a dangerous reality we face right now. Memories of our most summer cement this belief.
We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do
not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy
storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad
business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This
proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create
a safe climate. It is not consistent with what community members want for their homes.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. It is greatly appreciated. As
outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would

be unacceptable. I and many other passionate citizens dedicate incalculable volunteer
hours to revegetating and protecting the wetlands we love. Destruction of these most
precious areas is a heartbreaking response to the work done. There are many other viable,
and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which
depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Best regards,
Hannah Skipworth
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My name is Frances McMurray and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I walk along the beach in Somers daily and sometimes enjoy the company of our local pod of
dolphins. I love that further up the beach in Crib Point there are many mangroves that
perform the fantastic job of sucking CO2 from the atmosphere. As I get older, I realise that
we are all connected, just look at this recent pandemic to illustrate how the actions of some
can affect us all. Chopping down the trees in the Amazon has an impact on the
desertification of places in Africa and so on. The impact of the chlorination and proposed
temperature changes of the waters in Westernport really disturbs me.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies
and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already
bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of
approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to
lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming
by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting
costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to
our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise
in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself
nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states
that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Frances McMurray
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I am totally opposed to the AGL gas installation in Crib point. It is disgraceful that a
Gas Installation is even being considered in a built up community and near two
primary schools. The impact on the wildlife, the ecology of the bay, and the mental
health and wellbeing of the people in the local area will be devastating. The people
of westernport from Stony point to Phillip Island have been able to seek solus from
the bay, whether it be school groups studying the ecology and wildlife to the
community using it for recreational activities from family picnics, walking dogs,the
elderly just sitting and watching the birdlife. It is a huge part of the communities
mental health. For this project to go ahead would mean the loss of beautiful clean
bay! The wildlife would go, the waters would become contaminated, the shores no
longer a haven for those seeking peace. Pouring the amount of chlorinated waste
back into the bay, would cause it to die and with it the communities spirit and right
to enjoy where they live. How dare AGL's discount the rights and needs our
communities and threaten our way of life for the sake of the dollar! And shame on
those that would let them do this to the people of Westernport! This Area is no
longer industrial it is an area full of people whose family's health and wellbeing
matter more than money. The danger of having an explosive gas installation near
communities is criminal, and it's not acceptable to say that safeguard will be put in
place, because experience of incidents around the world have shown us this doesn't
always work and there would be a real danger to lives. I reiterate that this is No
Longer an industrial area, it is a community all the way around the bay and putting
AGL in would be a tragedy, and a total disregard for the health and wellbeing of the
residents of Westernport.
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My name is Trish Sweeney and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport Bay is important to me because of its pristine beauty.
There are a variety of issues that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is
proposing would introduce new risks to the local community and
visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed
only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and
have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable
to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to
capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years.
Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the
fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of
approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-

2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate
crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not
know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine
life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL
has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the
plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on
our planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30
per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and
8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as
Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the
release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere.
This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of
climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how
noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES
that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in
Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in
Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU.
Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater
sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter
fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would
affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas

pipeline project. As outlined above, the the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable,
options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy
needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay,
the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community to any harm.

Sincerely,
Trish Sweeney
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My name is Catherine Nguyen and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
The health of any part of our environment directly affects all of it. Industry has a structural disregard to mitigate
environmental impacts and waste. AGL cannot be trusted to acknowledge the inherent value, let alone add value
to the precious WPB
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are
a variety of issues that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact
on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access
them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally
impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of
anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence
of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage
and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them
to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot.
Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and
protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than
being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for
storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the
surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent
the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense
against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would
be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake
and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half
a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water
would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in
Victoria. would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to
ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Catherine Nguyen
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I am in opposition to this proposal , as iI do not believe that it has the best interests
of the people of Victoria, the fauna, fisheries nor the environment, as it's core.
There can be no doubt that this project is purely money driven, given that it aims to
process local recources that have been exported and then returned to Australia. The
sheer cost involved in the set up and transport of the resource is testament to the
profit that is seen to be available from consumers over the cost to the environment.
The company would have us believe there is a gas shortage, but if we are to buy our
own gas back from asia then surely there is not that great a demand from that end,
and local consumption can continue without unnecessary transport or infrastructure
development. Given that China is reducing its LNG imports, we would be better off
financially and environmentally to buy out any poorly managed deals made with
other nations, and instead focus investment in safer renewable energy sources
locally.
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My name is Jackie Everett and I live in the Westernport Bay area. The bay provides
an array of recreational activity for the whole community. It also is a beautiful
example of local flora and fauna. The views across the bay, are wonderful and reflect
the natural beauty of the area and the community. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry
and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make
a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which
AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to
the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak
from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES
Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary
quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on
that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not
continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse
ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them to be home
to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect
the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about
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When I was 10 my father bought a block of land at Merricks. In the fifty years since
then I Have had an intimate relationship with Westernport Bay. I have swum in its
waters, sailed on its waters and walked its coastline. I have watched residents and
visitors fight vociferously to defend its unique character - character recognized by
previous State Governments albeit not always effectively. Westernport Bay is an
enclosed ecosystem in which change to part affects the whole. I write as a
concerned taxpayer and citizen to wholeheartedly oppose the Crib Point proposal. It
is absurd to believe that the emissions from this, both deliberate and accidental, will
not grievously affect the nature of the bay and its wetlands. The proposal seems to
me to be one driven by distant investors and commercial interests cosily in bed with
a supine State Government in thrall to antiquated ideas of industrial 'progress'. The
history of our State is littered with examples of small time-serving men and women
who have destroyed our natural inheritance. This should not add to our sorry history
on ineptitude and willful destruction by cowardly bureaucracies. The pandemic has
shown how incompetent our State bureaucracies have become. It is time that those
appointed and paid by the people of Victoria stand up for that which belongs to us
all not foreign interests and shareholder elites.
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My name is Betty Clifford and I care about the environment in Westernport
Bay.
I sometimes travel to French Island to bush-walk and crossing Western Port
Bay is a tranquil experience. I enjoy watching the sea birds. I swim in
Westernport Bay when staying with friends who have a home on Phillip Island
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There
are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under
its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and
access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental
grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community.
Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as
increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health
conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia.
People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife.
The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and
a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the
area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They
combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the
most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment
and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib
Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as
a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being
subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed
by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact

on marine wildlife. AGL would draw this water from the Bay and use it to
regassify their liquefied gas. There is so much we do not know about how this
cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. AGL have
completed what can only be described as preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on some of the potential consequences of their gas import
terminal. AGL does not address the chronic effects of chlorine, CPOs and
associated HOCs on benthic communities and seagrass. Additionally due to
flaws in calculation methodology for plankton intake we do not know how
much damage could be done to the cornerstone of the food chain.
Gas is more carbon polluting than coal if methane leakage throughout the
whole gas supply chain is above 3.2 per cent. Recent studies have shown
that we have previously underestimated how much methane is released to
the atmosphere during gas production. It has been found that onshore gas
fields in the United States have levels of leakage of 2-17 per cent. Despite
these findings the Australian gas industry and federal government report far
lower emission intensities for unconventional gas emissions based on default
emissions factors rather than on reliable measurements. Gas is not a climate
solution.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would
affect marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no
baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested
the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a
berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that
underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and
other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important
ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As
outlined above, the the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy
needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Betty Clifford
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Western Port Bay is a RAMSAR internationally listed sanctuary for migratory birds
and whales, it is an important resting place for them for journeys to and from
Antarctica. Because of its natural importance It contains marine and flora reserves.
The shipping movements and the necessary dredging to maintain channel; depth
will cause disturbance to all these creatures and to the marine flora. The use of
chlorinated bay water for LNG gasification will result in the discharge of large
volumes of cold sterile water which will have adverse effects on all levels of marine
life from algae to fish and whales with particularly adverse effects on the fishing
industry based in the bay and the food supply for Melbourne.
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I object to the gas pipeline on the grounds that it is not safe, also that it affect my
propertys resale value, i have suggested that the pipe line be placed in the easment
within the BP pipe line, but that would cost more and not affect as many land
owners, they the (agl apa) have rejected that. I also belive that they are trying to
pressure me into submition with the threat that they cam compulsary aquire my
property with the govnment approval of the project. My other reason for the
objection is why do they need to do such a damaging project to land and
envoriment, why not use the momey that they would spend on this project on
reneweable energy that is better for our children and grand children, the other
reason is that the pipeline is placed to shallow in the ground i beleive about 1.3 mt
or approx and not enough protection around the pipes. I asked the rep of the APA
company to gurantee me that the pipeline is safe and not dangerous or may explode
they can't, just check the web and see how many lives and property have been lost
in the last few years, also real easte companys state that potential purchases shy off
propertys with gas piline. Also this property has some significant items that were of
importance to my late father and now our family. I am asking the minister to object
this pipeline, but if he has to approve it make the companys more accountable and
help the land owners and not their just their pockets. Thank you for your time...........
john (Giovanni) Di Petta....
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My name is Joanna Moloney and I visit Westernport Bay often. My family own a property on Phillip
island, and I also own acreage in Tyabb.

The area is important to me because It has a special raw beauty that doesn’t always bring the
crowds, but this leaves it to stay reasonably wild and undeveloped...

I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues that I will point to in my submission such as the
impact on the local community, the land based environments and also the wetlands and waterways.

I am passionate about the role that natural environments play in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces
can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental
health conditions in a community.
Most of the community hold their green spaces, and their coastal environments very close to their
hearts, so the idea of this being made vulnerable to the impacts of industry will itself cause great
levels of anxiety and stress...

Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.

Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria
and an internationally significant wetland.

If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.

Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables
and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.

It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on the local
community, would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options
Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community to any harm.

Sincerely,
Joanna Moloney
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Submission re AGL’s proposed gas terminal at Crib Point, Westernport Bay, Vic.
From Freya Headlam, Glen Waverley Vic. August 2020 Thank you for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. I write to urge the preservation of the
natural environment around Westernport Bay, by banning the AGL proposed gas
import station; the bay is a naturally wild place only a few hours from Melbourne.
Several l issues make this proposal unacceptable; most concerning is the likely
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. As well, the beach
and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas would be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. Fishers would be
adversely affected by the number of ships and exclusion zones, plus fewer fish to
catch due to toxic chlorination. Tourism could be adversely affected. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit would undermine the beauty of the area. As a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance,
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands, i.e.
to maintain its ecological character and prevent its degradation. If the project is
approved, AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the bay
daily, with likely disastrous impacts on marine wildlife. There are many unknowns
about the dangers of cold chlorinated wastewater. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and sometimes totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay AGL’s EES grossly underestimates
the potential for reducing our demand for gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its
gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030, using existing
technology and targeted economic support, suggests a recent report written by
energy consultants Northmore Gordon. Thus there’s no need for new gas fields or
gas import terminals. These measures would lower energy costs for consumers and
overall reduce emissions. Small marine organisms which are the foundations of
the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this
proposal - they would be pulled into the ship intake and subjected to chlorine levels
far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion
litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of
colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay further affecting
marine wildlife. As outlined above, the impact on this internationally recognised
wetland and its wildlife would be unacceptable. Signed , Freya Headlam
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I am a 57 year old psychologist working in private practice. I have lived in inner city
Melbourne all my adult life. I have always lived close to Port Philip Bay and have
enjoyed many beach walks and swims. I have always found it incredibly special
when I have spotted a pod of dolphins, I enjoy being able to snorkel in the bay and
observe the seagrass, crabs, fish and other creatures. As a child, I visited relatives at
Crib Point on a regular basis and loved our walks down to the mangroves, we would
watch the tide and sometimes see crabs and other creatures. I fear this will be
destroyed by the proposed gas ship. I find being in nature helps me deal with my
work, maintains a sense of wellbeing and gives me a grounded perspective on life. It
somehow manages to replenish my sense of hope and purpose. I am dismayed that
we are still not valuing the environment and continue to risk its viability. Why are
we not using sustainable technology to save risking our precious natural
environment? In my work as a psychologist I assist people to have hope for a better
life, change their destructive attitudes and actions, be better citizens of the
community, be responsible for the consequences of their actions. I am finding it
increasing difficult to keep up this work, because I am struggling to have continued
hope for our society, one that is able to show its respect to all people, all species, in
its actions and not just its words. As a psychologist I understand that having control
over our lives and space is directly linked to our level of wellbeing. To increase
community wellbeing, community rights must be guaranteed when governments are
making environmental decisions, including the right to participate, the right to
access necessary information, the right to challenge environmental decisions and
the right to transparency in government decision making. The rights and interests of
Traditional Custodians should also be recognised in all aspects of land and water
management, as well as decision-making in relation to their traditional lands,
including traditional management practices such as cultural fire. The state
government must urgently implement and properly resource Action Statements
(plans for recovery) for all threatened plants and wildlife. Victoria’s plants and
wildlife are at risk, with over 2000 recognised as threatened with extinction however
only 15% have Action Statements. I worry about the world our future generations
are going to inherit from us and I hope that my submission will contribute to a
positive change of attitude and help decision makers decide to stop decisions that
risk the environment.
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My name is Christie Harrison and I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to
the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are several issues I wish to raise in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact of this proposal on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife.
As a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance,
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands. This
is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the bay each day which would have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases
totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has attempted to weaken these
laws, but has been unsuccessful so far. With both the poor impact assessment and the
fact that the plan does not meet the current legal requirements this proposal should not
receive approval.
The lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife is also of
concern. AGL acknowledges in its EES that there have been no baseline studies of
noise in Westernport Bay. It has also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport
Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate
studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in
dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also
deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby, affecting the important
ecosystem around Crib Point.
Last but not least, climate change is the most dangerous threat the world faces right
now. If we do not curb emissions from fossil fuels we are on track for warming of
several degrees celsius by the end of the century. Cheaper renewables and energy
storage make fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also poor
investments. Building a gas import terminal is not consistent with creating a safe
climate.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable options Victoria can pursue to ensure that
we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport
Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to
any harm.
Sincerely,
Christie Harrison
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My name is Heather Rankin and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
The unique environment is home to a broad range of marine life. The mangroves and seagrass
especially provide fish breeding habitat which is vulnerable to pollution. AGL has a poor track
record when it comes to environmental protection and can't be trusted.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the Environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptible under its current form and that I will point to im my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a role in both the physical and mental health of the communities who
access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
stress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in
loss of sleep and irritability, as well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. My daily exercise/dog walking regime on Wooleys Beach has brought enormous
physical and emotional benefits. The industrialization of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification unit will undermine the beauty of the
area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. I note
that in AGL's representation of the Floating Unit, it has significantly reduced its size... an
obvious recognition that the real visual impact will be a far greater eyesore than it is prepared to
acknowledge.
Recent research shows that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts of
carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the
fight against Climate Change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this
gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of
our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35% of wetlands
world wide between 1970 and 2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face a climate
crisis.
If the project is approved, AGL could dump up to 468 MILLION litres of chlorinated water into
the bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive. There is so much we don't know
about how this cold, chlorinated waste water will affect marine life. Furthermore, I understand
that current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of waste water in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay (Clause 22 of the State environment protection policy. Why is AGL
being potentially allowed to contravene our own environmental laws (or overturn them for its
own profit)? The poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan does not meet legal
requirements must surely give us pause.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem-like plankton and fish
eggs- would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally the would be unable to escape
being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far abovesafe levels. The
impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the
intakes eacc day. The enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back
into the bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.

The potential harm that could be done to this significant Ramsar site will not be reparable. There
are other viable and more suitable options available. We Victorians can meet our energy needs
without exposing this precious wetland with its unique ecosystem to dubious outcomes. Our
local Crib Point community, not to mention the significant tourist value of Phillip Island within
Westernport Bay and its world renowned marine environment would all be harmed if this
environmentally damaging project were to proceed.
Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission,
Sincerely,
Heather Rankin
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My name is hayden richardson and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport bay is important to me because its where I have spent most of my life. I have beautiful
memories there and wish to have plenty more
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity
to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area
nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will
mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers
and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent
with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a
popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in
Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly
around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key
habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels. Renewable
energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true even when
renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can be delivered

when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed
renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO
adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume
that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher
penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL
acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They
have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed
FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural
changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish
and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around
Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community to any harm.
Sincerely,
hayden richardson
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This is not the place for a gas terminal. Such a narrow and shallow area that
contains sensitive wildlife is not suitable for tankers to to travel, emit toxins and
alter the temperature of the ecosystem. Further, the retaining region's picturesque
vistas are key to maintaining the tourist industry in this region. Any change to this
would adversely affect the livelihood and jobs of those in the region, the enjoyment
of existing residents.
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My name is John Shortridge and I care very much about the global environment we are going to
leave future generations.
Westernport specifically isn't particularly important to me. What is important is the Victorian
environment generally plus the clear and pressing need for Australian society to decarbonise asap,
despite foot-dragging by certain governments.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the
area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could
impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria
and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. I find it almost unbelievable that
this is being considered. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws
prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause
22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their
attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for gas in
Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030
through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report
written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could
meet its energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that
proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and
reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is
generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our electricity

is generated through renewables.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
I also find it implausible that a development like this is expected to reduce the cost of gas. When
Australian gas costs more in Australia than overseas the situation is surely more complicated.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Yours sincerely,
John Shortridge
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My name is Fiona Bodsworth and I care about the environment in
Westernport Bay.
Westernport Bays close proximity to Melbourne provides ready access to a
unique environment that needs to be protected from the negative impacts of
AGLs proposed industrial gas terminal. The importance of green spaces to
our physical and mental health is now well established. The psychological
respite of being able to readily access Westernports beautiful pristine
wetlands is a necessary break to Melbourne's ever increasing population and
overly built environment.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There
are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under
its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in
Victoria.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for
residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is
likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of
maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport
Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more
disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important
nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia.
People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife.
The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a
Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area
and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and
store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be
protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change
rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import
terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained
most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of
approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015.
We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact
on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact

modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22
of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor
impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet.
Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil
carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the
Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a
priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of
climate change.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As
outlined above, the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria
would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable,
options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which
depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.

Sincerely,

Fiona Bodsworth
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My name is Anthea Swann and I own property in the Westernport Bay area.
I love the natural environment, the beaches and sea, bush, wetlands, birds and other
animals. Much is unspoilt but at risk from constant attacks by developers and
industrial expansion with its accompanying pollution, as epitomised by this proposed
pipeline.
THERE WILL INEVITABLY BE OIL SPILLS FROM SHIPS! Regardless of systems and
protections in place there always are, eventually, often due to human error or
carelessness, and they are disastrous for marine habitat and animals. The effect of oil
spills on Westernport is easy to imagine whether it be a big one or an accumulation
of little ones. It would be a disaster!
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point
to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents
and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected
by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES
notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of
ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters
or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.

If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters).
AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining
the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant
future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with
these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby
which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Anthea Swann
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My name is Andy Breaden and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. One of my primary concerns is
the damage that the gas import terminal will cause to the wetlands in Westernport
Bay. Wetlands are one of the most bio-diverse ecosystems on earth, and in
Westernport Bay they are home to many species, including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Seagrass beds constitute half of
Westernport Bay's wetlands and are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport
Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria, and the shoreline
directly around the Crib Point Jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day, which could have a disastrous impact on the marine wildlife.
It is not known how this cold chlorinated waste water will affect marine life in
Westernport Bay. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive
and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws
prohibit the discharge of waste water in high conservation value areas like
Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters).
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan does not
currently meet legal requirements, this proposal should not continue. Millions of
Australians consider climate change to be a dangerous reality we face right now.
And we are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the
century if we do not act now to curb emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting
costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a
threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be
investing in more renewables and supporting customers to move away from gas,
instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. Once the gas import terminal and
pipeline have been built there will be an expectation that they will be used for
decades. Greenhouse gas reduction targets will be unattainable if the LNG terminal
is allowed to operate for its projected lifespan. This proposal to build a gas import
terminal is not consistent with what we need to do create a safe climate. We must
meet our energy needs without increasing carbon pollution. The enormous quantity
of chlorinated water that will be dumped in the Bay also makes this project
unacceptable. The precious wetlands and the unique species that depend on them
will be harmed. The gas import terminal poses an unacceptable risk and should not
be allowed to proceed. Yours sincerely Andy Breaden
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There are a variety of issues which should deem the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline proposal unacceptable but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The increased
number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and toxic chlorination will impact the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands
have the potential to capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of
years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against
climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this
gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump
up to 468 million litres of cold chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. Protecting wetlands such as
Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast
quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. The impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any
harm. Sincerely, Greg Whatley
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My name is Anda Petrapsch and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Western Port Bay is a very important delicate marine environment that needs protection from
pollution. For us and future generations to enjoy its unique beauty.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for gas in
Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030
through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report
written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could
meet its energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that
proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and
reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is

generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our electricity is
generated through renewables.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Anda Petrapsch
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My name is Kimberley Kidger and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Diverse and rare marine life and wetlands. Sacred indigenous area unspoiled by human infrastructure.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity
to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who
access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress
and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As
well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers
and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent
with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a
popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in
Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly
around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key
habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful
in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the
plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible
for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per
cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a
priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is
particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into
the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be
significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Kimberley Kidger
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To whom it concerns, The proposal for AGL to build a gas import terminal in
Victoria is an idea that does not stand to reason. - Victoria produces enough gas to
serve Victoria. - Gas is on it's way out as a fuel to be used en-mass for power
generation and this will affect the price and demand substantially. There is a
material risk of it becoming a stranded asset. - The environment impact of building
such a huge piece of infrastructure and inviting large vessels full of gas into
Westernport Bay is huge and to plan to do so is irresponsible. - Discharging large
volumes of colder water into the bay will have large and unknown affects on the
flora and fauna in the area. - By building this facility it is likely that the use of gas in
Victoria will increase, further adding to the climate catastrophe and adding to air
pollution which has a material adverse impact on the lives of so many Victorians. It is
also possible that fracked gas from Queensland will be shipped to Victoria. This
means that the facility may drive environmentally and commercially irresponsible
fracking elsewhere in Australia. - By inviting large vessels into the Westernport Bay
near the communities of Flinders, Phillip Island and the National Park at French
Island, the air quality in those locations will be compromised and the small risk of a
catastrophic incident of a vessel releasing diesel into the area and onto the beachs
and destroying the environment for generations for the variety of flora and fauna as
well as the popular holiday destinations on the peninsula, Philip Island and the
pristine environment of French Island. As a society we need to pursue more
sustainable solutions to energy and building this terminal is counter productive. I
hope you can take into account that this facility will increase the use of gas in
Victoria and increase the use of energy in the form of diesel to move gas in ships. All
of these actions are counter productive for the environment, add to global warming
and decrease air quality leading to health issues in our community. Letting this go
ahead does not serve Victoria or Victorians. Thanks, Andrew
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My name is Michelle De La Coeur and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Large companies are making money out of coal and gas. We need to turn the focus to renewables
so we don't damage our environment but look after it. This was clearly documented in Fight For
Planet A on the ABC. This proposal should be knocked back as it is not in the best interests of our
planet and therefore not in the best interests of human beings. This proposal is only in the interest
of one company making money.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to
mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on
these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community.
Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of
ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area
and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could
impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in
Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not
know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters).
AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor
impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact

is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each
day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing
the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Michelle De La Coeur

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

3794

Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

Lauri Wearne

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

NO GAS IN WESTERN PORT BAY It appears AGL can’t be trusted. AGL have been
fined by Victoria’s energy regulator previously for failing to offset its emissions levels
and has been almost kicked out of the state by the regulator. If AGL can't be trusted,
why are we even considering letting them continue with this project? What
incentives are they offering the Victorian Government, I wonder. Western Port Bay
is NOT suitable as a gas import terminal. There are many human livelihoods that will
be impacted due to noise, road traffic etc. let alone the damage to the eco system
and natural wild life, bird life and marine biodiversity. I didn’t think it was possible
that a wetland sanctuary could even be considered as a gas terminal, especially the
scale at which is being proposed. The state government should be looking after the
people who live there and the people who voted them into government. At a time
when we are being threatened with more and more endangered species, this is a
risk we cannot take. Can AGL guarantee there will be no spills or leaks into the
ocean? Of course they can’t. Instead of disrupting 60kms of land to install the
pipeline to Pakenham, better use would be to install renewables such as solar panels
or wind farms. The whole process of importing gas to Victoria to create gas is
ridiculous and shouldn’t even be considered. This terminal will be outdated before it
is even finished, and meanwhile the rest of the world is going renewables.
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My name is Michelle De La Coeur, secretary for Sheepwash Creek Catchment Landcare Group.
Our landcare group is full of people passionate about preserving our natural environment and
enhancing it by removing weeds. We are concerned about all environmental issues and the AGL
gas plan is one that does not focus on looking after our precious environment.
Large companies are making money out of coal and gas. We need to turn the focus to renewables
so we don't damage our environment but look after it. This was clearly documented in Fight For
Planet A on the ABC. This proposal should be knocked back as it is not in the best interests of our
planet and therefore not in the best interests of human beings. This proposal is only in the interest
of one company making money.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to
mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on
these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community.
Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of
ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area
and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could
impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in
Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not
know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters).
AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor
impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact
is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each
day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing
the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Michelle De La Coeur
Secretary, Sheepwash Creek Catchment Landcare Group
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My name is Cajsa Knutson Lording and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Its pristine, beautiful and has a higher count of biodiversity. It is was makes bayside so special. We
need to look after it and keep its beautiful creatures safe. Fossil fuel causes irreversible
environmental damage
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to
noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true
even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can
be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact

that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets.
This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039
period. They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously
thought due to a higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Cajsa Knutson Lording
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Please keep your hands off our bay!!!
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I enjoy my visits to Westernport Bay and particularly, the significant and fragile
ecosystem (which has been recognised at an international level) that exists on this
side of the Mornington Peninsula. The rocky platforms, the marine habitat including
the mudflats and mangrove swamps support a large number of invertebrates that
are an important food source for birdlife. I have especially valued beach kinder with
my grandchildren where we have observed and learnt from the marine ecosystem.
I am most concerned at the potential adverse impacts of locating a gas import
terminal at Crib Point on the ecosystem, on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife. Victoria has shown that there is a need to change from old forms of
energy with negative impacts on greenhouse gas emissions, by offering considerable
incentives to adapt to renewable energy sources - why then would this shortsighted proposal be supported? Aside from significant environmental
considerations, I believe that this proposal will have a deleterious impact on those
who have chosen to reside along Westernport Bay for the invigorating and
refreshing lifestyle that has been marketed. This proposal will negatively impact on
the community. I do not wish to see this proposal for a gas import terminal proceed.
Thank you for considering my comments.
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When are we going to learn. The gas plant will damage not only any land based flora
and fauna but the proposed floating gas "port" dredging will destroy sea grass in
which fish and sea creatures such as grass whiting and sea dragons rely on to breed.
It has the potential to open the door for fracking. This is Australia's gas, not only are
we selling it to overseas consumers at a reduced price while we pay a premium for
our gas we will be destroying all the environments impacted by this proposal and its
acknowledged by the planning minister himself. To redirect written submissions and
inform people they have to lodge them now on line is underhanded and conniving at
the very least. The port, pipeline and gas exploration in this environmentally
sensitive area is all wrong. Its against the DWELP frameworks and has the potential
to destroy the recreational fishing industry that provides millions of dollars to all
businesses in the Crib Point and Hastings area. This gas facility will only provide
dollars to big end of town with few jobs created and little benefit to the local
community. Listen to the masses Mr Wynne.
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I care about Westernport Bay and oppose the proposed AGL gas terminal at Crib
Point. I lived and worked on Westernport Bay for over fifteen years up until 2018,
so I know how significant and unique this environment is and do not want to see it
destroyed by unnecessary industrialisation. I value the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. Australia has
committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood
as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It
is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of
the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant
wetland. Westernport Bay provides a safe, clean habitat for little penguins and
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the preservation of a pristine and unique
ecosystem. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. Current Victorian laws prohibit
the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). Small marine
organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far
above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres
of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder
chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife. I believe the impact of the proposed gas
terminal on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There other viable, more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to
ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of
Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community who value and care for this unique environment, to harm and stress.
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My name is Cathy Gledhill and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It holds a special place in my heart. A place of peace, freedom, environmental wonder with rich
biodiversity, a place of fun, rejuvenation, it’s a place that makes everything alright. It gives us so
much, it needs us to give back its preservation for
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to
noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria
and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by the
end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables
and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded

assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to
create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Cathy Gledhill
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My name is Peter Conlon and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
The Bay is home to a wide variety of sea and wildlife - Weedy Sea Dragons, Australian fur
seals and many migratory birds. Humpback and Southern Right Whales visit each winter in
the sheltered waters of this shallow bay. We can't lose this.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies
and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the
most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the
shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive
mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.

Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds
true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable
energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator
and CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly
accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual
consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption
will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of
renewables than previously forecast.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Peter Conlon
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I live at Ventnor on the western coast of Phillip Island and am strongly opposed to
AGL's proposal to build a 290-metre floating gas import terminal at Crib Point for
the following reasons: 1. It is deeply unpopular with both the local communities and
the wider Victorian community on environmental, social and economic grounds. 2.
Australia should be investing in renewable energy sources while drastically reducing
our reliance on fossil fuels such as natural gas which produce greenhouse gases 3. It
will not reduce gas prices as promised but would just lead to the industrialisation of
Western Port Bay which is unacceptable as we are rapidly losing natural
environments at a global scale. 4. It will worsen climate change and global warming
with increased burning of gas, a fossil fuel. 5. The increased movement of large
vessels through the bay to and from the facility would produce unacceptable light,
noise and visual pollution. 6. It would also cause unacceptable water pollution to the
pristine waters of the bay: the 468,000 cubic metres of seawater sucked in daily by
the plant at peak operation which is chlorinated and later discharged into the bay at
a temperature either 7 degrees cooler or 4 degrees warmer will have a massive
negative impact on the unique and fragile Western Port Bay marine life, such as
world famous penguin and seal colonies, bird life, local ecosystems including
Ramsar-listed wetlands which include mangroves which provide important fish
breeding grounds. 7. Any damage to Western Port Bay will also harm the use of the
bay and its coastal areas for eco-tourism and recreation. 8. This proposal would also
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. In
conclusion: AGL’s Crib Point gas import project should not go ahead. This project
only makes sense for AGL; it is bad for everyone else. The stakes are too high – for
the local environment, communities and our climate. The project rationale is weak:
gas supply is not the problem in a country that is exporting more LNG than any other
country on earth. There are alternatives – especially improving efficiency and fuel
switching – that have benefits well beyond making this project unnecessary and
ensuring we don’t need to destroy an internationally recognised ecosystem. Getting
started on Australia’s transition away from gas could be saving us money and
emissions immediately, and setting us on the path to 100 percent renewable energy.
We must protect our natural environment for current and future generations. Mrs
Merilyn Anderson : BSc, Dip Ed

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

3804

Request to be heard?: No
Full Name:

Elliot Hook

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

I live in the Westernport and go school in Crib Point. - My family and I love
exploring, learning about and experiencing nature. We like to go the Westernport
beaches and see the mangroves such as those at Woolley’s, Jacks, Somers and
Balnarring Beaches, plus the boardwalk from Jacks Beach to Hastings. - I love seeing
dolphins off the beaches and I have seen Humpback Whales in the Shipping Channel
(on a whale watching trip) and Little Penguins on Philip Island, plus Fur Seals - My
brother and I go to school in Crib Point. My favourite lessons our beach walks and
learning about the environmental where we go to Woolley’s Beach opposite where
the FSRU is proposed. I was part of a school project recording videos of the
migratory waders that use Westernport – like the Far Eastern Curlew, Red-necked
Stint, Bar-tailed Godwit and Double Banded Plover. I have met rangers and been out
and about on the Bay learning all about the ecological value and species diversity
within it. Here are the reasons why I say No to the proposal and think it should be
rejected. 1. The project endangers the wildlife of Westernport Bay, from the
microbes that live in the mud, plankton, crabs, shrimps, fish, mangroves to all the
migratory and resident birds plus whales and dolphins that feed on them; 2. I and
my family and friends will no longer be able to go to learn and visit Woolleys Beach;
3. The mudflats, seagrass and mangroves are some of the most biodiverse
ecosystems on Earth. They combine land and water which allows them to be home
to at least 1,350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect
the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. 4. The ecology of
the Westernport Bay must be protected, as its designations require. If you approve
this proposal you are depriving me and my friends and the next generations of the
environment you enjoy, play and learn in for what – lower gas prices when you
should looking to save the planet from climate change and investing in solar panels
and renewables, like the ones we are getting. PLEASE show us the way and set us a
good example. Many thanks,
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I live in the Westernport and go to school in Crib Point. - My family and I love
exploring, learning about and experiencing nature. We like to go the Westernport
beaches and see the mangroves such as those at Woolley’s, Jacks, Somers and
Balnarring Beaches, plus the boardwalk from Jacks Beach to Hastings. - I love seeing
dolphins off the beaches and I have seen Humpback Whales and Little Penguins on
Philip Island, plus Fur Seals Here are the reasons why I say No to the proposal and
think it should be rejected. 1. The project endangers the wildlife of Westernport Bay,
from the microbes that live in the mud, plankton, crabs, shrimps, fish, mangroves to
all the migratory and resident birds plus whales and dolphins that feed on them; 2. I
and my family and friends will no longer be able to go to learn and visit Woolleys
Beach; 3. The mudflats, seagrass and mangroves are some of the most biodiverse
ecosystems on Earth. They combine land and water which allows them to be home
to at least 1,350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect
the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. 4. The ecology of
the Westernport Bay must be protected, as its designations require. If you approve
this proposal you are depriving me and my friends and the next generations of the
environment you enjoy, play in for what – lower gas prices when you should looking
to save the planet from climate change and investing in solar panels and
renewables, like the ones we are getting. Show us the way and set us a good
example, say NO!!! Yours sincerely,
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My name is Michael Hughes and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It is a world wide recognised biosphere. I have lived around it my whole life and
enjoyed it’s beauty. The worlds most southern mangrove forest is a few hundred
meters from my door.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of
issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and
that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents
and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be
affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise.
The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased
number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will
mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic
chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia.
People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern
Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This
is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine
wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these

laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently
does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from
fossil fuels. Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power
production. This holds true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of
storage to guarantee that renewable energy can be delivered when required
according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that
firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy
markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast
for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption will be
dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of
renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the
area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging
nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem,
or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Michael Hughes
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My name is Ruth Schoenheimer and I have family who live in Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys
Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative
risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that
basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not
continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia.
People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern
Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store
large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine
wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken
these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements it’s clear that this proposal should
not continue.

Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant
future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several
degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our
emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy
storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but
also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables
and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent
with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the
area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging
nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem,
or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Ruth Schoenheimer
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My name is Chelsey Swanson and I live in Bittern in the Westernport Bay area.
It’s my families home and the place where my 2 year old daughter will grow up. It’s where many wonderful
migratory birds come to, we have unique amazing wetlands And a wonderful community. Our home is special
and beautiful that needs to be kept as is
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make
a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There
are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point
to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access
them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally
impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas
of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of
anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence
of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage
and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them
to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange -Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns
and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an inc redible array of plants and
animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by
AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day
which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts t o weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands ar e responsible for
storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the
surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent
the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense
against the impacts of climate change.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue
to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Chelsey Swanson
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My name is Christine McKell and I visit Westernport Bay often.
My family have had a holiday house at Cowes for nearly 35 years. We love the north facing
beach and regularly use it. We never tire of the beautiful views across the bay. It is
important to keep the bay in pristine condition for future generations
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush
or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship
traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased
shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point
jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already
bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of
approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to
lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying
only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as
Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of

carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defence against the
impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being
drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine
wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Christine McKell
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My name is Linda Hodges and I live and work in the Westernport Bay area.
With my family I own and operate a tiny vineyard and winery in Bittern. I work as a
viticulturist at one of the leading vineyard/wineries in Red Hill. My life on the
Mornington Peninsula for the past 20 years has been wonderful.
In my previous working life for Furness Withy Shipping, I was involved in LPG
storage; operating a floating storage vessel, the “Darwin” off the coast of Ecuador.
Even in the 1990’s when environmental concerns in Ecuador were secondary to
economic and political considerations, it was still deemed preferable to site the
storage vessel in deep water, well off the coast. I know this to be true because when
I visited the “Darwin” in 1991 we had to fly by small aircraft to Machala and then
travel by tender (an hour) to the vessel.
I appreciate floating storage of LNG is a very different problem. And I emphasis the
word problem. Even in Ecuador in 1991 they understood the environmental problems
that a large LPG carrier and frequent replenishment vessels could present if moored
close to the shore, with environment and industrial implications. Their concerns were
particularly focused on the lucrative shrimp farming industry that was becoming
established along the Ecuadorian coast.
The Crib Point LNG storage vessel has to be moored to shore. LNG storage uses
the actual water to reliquefy the gas with resulting chlorine and heating issues. This
storage and supply solution is obviously a cheap option as opposed to building a
pipeline from existing LNG supplies in Australia. It also enables AGL to

maximise profits by importing LNG to Crib Point from cheaper overseas
sources whilst Australian LNG is exported at contract prices, higher than
domestic prices.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are obviously a variety of
issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that
I have pointed to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact
on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
I have read the AGL submissions and I really think they are crossing their fingers
and hoping for the best. They admit that the discharge of chlorinated water into
Westernport Bay would affect water temperature and character. They accept that
marine animal reproduction would be affected by the regasification activity. BUT
that’s all ok because we can pump LNG to Pakenham.
Westernport bay has an abundance of natural resources that when combined make
it a very special area. I particularly love the mangroves which are such important
carbon sinks. The diversity of bird and marine life is fabulous.
The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a
Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and

be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
HOWEVER the most important thing to consider is that Australia has committed to
promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Shame on you if you go ahead with this completely senseless project and destroy
the beautiful, unrecognised Westernport Bay.

Sincerely,
Linda Hodges
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My name is Rosie Ganino.
I care greatly about the environment in Westernport Bay. It is a one of the most beautiful and
unique natural areas in Victoria, with precious, internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission. However, the
issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact the long-term mental health of a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. Their combination of land and
water allows them to host at least 1350 species, including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of
seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the
shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive
mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved, AGL could dump over 400 million litres of chlorinated water into
Westernport Bay. This would have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay (see clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters)). AGL have so far been unsuccessful in their
attempts to weaken these laws. Because of both AGL’s poor impact assessments and the fact
that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements, this proposal should not go
ahead.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being

drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse, thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Millions of Australians now realise that climate change is not a distant future threat, but a
dangerous reality we face right now. It is the single greatest threat to the welfare of every
citizen of the entire planet. We are on track for several degrees of warming by the end of the
century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe-stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with the
urgent, overwhelming imperative to create a safe climate.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. The environmental impact is not fully
understood, but the project is highly likely to do serious and possibly irreparable damage to
precious local ecosystems. Above all else, the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions
in Victoria would be totally unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable,
options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing to
harm the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community.
Sincerely,
Rosie Ganino
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My name is Tam Jones and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative
impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. Natural environments play a crucial
role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who access them.
The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance
on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and
the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.

My name is Tam Jones and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil
fuels. Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power
production. This holds true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of
storage to guarantee that renewable energy can be delivered when required
according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed

renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy
markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast
for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption will be
dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of
renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby
which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Tam Jones
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My name is Emily Oulton and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the
gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the local
community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire
and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import
facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have
completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary
studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit th
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My name is Mandy Swaney and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. It
is an important ecosystem/environment which does not need polluting by industries
such as yours I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and
preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import
terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws.
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My name is Michelle Laucius and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I am disgusted that you contacted me at 12.20pm on Friday 28th August and
the portal closed at 31st August. That is 1.5 business days to respond via the
new portal.
It is critical to save Wetlands for migratory birds. The seagrass beds provide a food
source for a huge variety of marine life. It is a precious environment that can provide
a sustainable tourism industry for future generations. It is our duty to save important
Wetlands and is a world wide issue.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents
and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be
affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise.
The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased
number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will
mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers
will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic
chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.

Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby
which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Michelle Laucius

Flowerdale, Victoria.
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My name is Mary Cotter and I very much care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Westernport Bay is important for its diverse ecosystems, because it is home to species found
nowhere else in the world, and because it is a UNESCO biosphere reserve and is listed under the
Ramsar Convention as a wetland of international significance.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as
noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.

The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true
even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can
be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact
that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets.
This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039
period. They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously
thought due to a higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Mary Cotter
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My name is Alanah Parkin and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I am privileged to live on the unceded lands of the Boon Wurrung people, in a nature-rich
area that has so far been protected from significant damage at the hands of projects that
prioritise profit over environment. This is one such project.
Indigenous people in Australia have a longstanding history of protecting and nurturing the
lands upon which they have lived for tens of thousands of years at the very least. Yet the
affects of colonisation have significantly destroyed the natural beauty of those lands in only
two hundred. It is projects such as this that are responsible for the destruction of our
environment, for the deaths of our marine life, and for bringing about man-made climate
change. Projects that will dramatically alter a landscape or the environmental wellbeing of
an area should never take place without approval from the traditional owners of the land
upon which the project is taking place.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission, but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk
of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to
the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site.
AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments and have deemed the
risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the
EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for
their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the
loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot
afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so

much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their
attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that
the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This
holds true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that
renewable energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy
Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is
becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its
Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now
assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due
to a higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the
noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport
Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies
the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and
mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other
marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around
Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Alanah Parkin
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My name is Zoi, and I'm a regular visitor to Westernport Bay. As a scuba diver,
snorkeller, and conservation professional, the marine life of Westernport has always
been a source of wonder for me. I'll always cherish the experiences I've had
observing wild dolphins and seals here. I'm from the other end of Boonwurrung
country, and feel a strong connection with the stretch of coast around Westernport
and French Island, down to Wilsons Prom. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment on the environmental assessment of the proposed Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline. I have two major concerns around this project. The first is the
immediate and unacceptable risk posed to the ecosystems and wildlife of
Westernport by gas import pipelines and infrastructure. Westernport’s Ramsarlisted wetlands represent a vital resource for birds migrating from Siberia, Alaska
and Japan, as well as some of Australia’s endemic critically endangered species, like
the Orange-bellied Parrot. Westernport is also home to seagrass nurseries and
mangrove stands. Notwithstanding the risk of physical damage and spillages, the
proposed allowance for AGL to dump of up to 460 million litres of chlorinated
wastewater into the bay each day should send alarm bells ringing for those who care
about our delicate and valuable marine and wetland ecosystems. For marine
mammals, increased shipping activity associated with the port will likely increase the
risk of boat strikes and underwater noise pollution (a concerning yet under-studied
threat – in fact, AGL acknowledges there have been no baseline studies of noise in
Westerport Bay). My second concern revolves around the Victorian and federal
governments’ positioning of gas as a sustainable energy solution. While not as ‘dirty’
as coal, gas is still a fossil fuel that emits CO2 when consumed. Furthermore, recent
studies have shown that as little as 3.2% methane leakage throughout the gas supply
chain (onshore gas fields in the US have leakage levels of up to 17%) can actually
make gas more polluting than coal. Burning gas as fuel digs us deeper into the
climate crisis; creating new gas infrastructure instead of investing in renewable
energy does the planet a grave disservice. I believe the Crib Point gas import
terminal proposal poses risks to internationally significant wetlands and wildlife, will
contribute to climate change, and will slow Victoria’s meaningful transition into
sustainable energy. I hope this proposal will be reconsidered. Sincerely, Zoi Banikos
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21 August 2020
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
Planning Panels Victoria
SUBMISSION: Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project
Dear Sir/Madam,
By every measure, AGL’s proposed gas project is egregious and gratuitous.
As Australia’s horrific 2019/2020 Inferno Summer demonstrated, we are already experiencing
advanced climate and biodiversity collapse as a direct result of mining and burning fossil fuels
(among other greenhouse gas intensive activities).
Warnings date back more than half a century. Based on the best available science, all fossil fuel
projects represent direct threats to the local and global community and must be phased out as
quickly as humanly possible. Not only has the fossil fuel industry known of the grave dangers of
its products since the 1970s, it has aggressively driven campaigns to mislead and deceive on
climate facts while promoting misinformation.1 There is no time left. There can be no excuses.
AGL is Australia’s largest polluter by a long shot. AGL is also an extremely wealthy and capable
energy company with enormous capacities to work with local communities to rapidly transition
Australia’s energy system.2
AGL is well aware of the incredible innovations and steeply declining costs of clean energy
alternatives, as well as for the cutting edge distribution and storage systems that support them.3
Rolling out these technologies now will deliver clean and secure energy while creating millions of
safe and stable jobs in local economies that desperately need them.4
As esteemed economics Professor Ross Garnaut (along with many other globally recognised
sustainable technology experts) argues, Australia has the capacity to become "the superpower
of the post-carbon world".5 And as a proudly progressive state, Victoria should be leading the
way.
So, why is AGL pushing ahead with another toxic, climate wrecking project that is destined to
become a stranded asset sooner than later?

And why is the Victorian Government even allowing such an ecocidal and antisocial project to be
considered now?
Whether it’s sitting in our Parliaments or in corporate boardrooms, we all deserve better from
our leaders. There is no time left. There can be no excuses.
Yours faithfully,

for
CLIMARTE Board of Directors
Peter Christoff (Chair)
Guy Abrahams
Fiona Armstrong
Gabrielle de Vietri
Deborah Hart
Bronwyn Johnson (Executive Director)
David Leece (Treasurer)
Sarah McConnell
Lauren Rickards

1

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/exxon-knew-about-climate-change-almost-40-years-ago/
Shannon Hall, ‘Exxon Knew about Climate Change almost forty years ago’, Scientific American, 26 October
2015
2
https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/the-dirty-top-ten-these-are-australia-s-biggest-polluters20190228-p510u5.html Cole Latimer, ‘Power companies top list of nation’s biggest emitters’, Sydney Morning
Herald, 28 February 2019
3
https://bze.org.au/research/, Link to Beyond Zero Emissions Research section
4
https://bze.org.au/the-million-jobs-plan/, ‘The Million Jobs Plan’ by Beyond Zero Emissions, launched 29 June
2020
5
https://www.smh.com.au/federal-election-2019/australia-can-be-superpower-of-post-carbon-world-saysross-garnaut-20190515-p51nsb.html, Peter Hartcher, ‘Australia can be ‘superpower of post carbon world’, says
Ross Garnaut’, Sydney Morning Herald, 15 May 2019
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My name is Sylvie, and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
The Westernport Bay is a beautiful area that comprises important wetlands that need to be
preserved for vulnerable species such as Humpback whales.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue
that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include
exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies
and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate
to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious
environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds
true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable
energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator
and CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly
accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual

consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption
will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of
renewables than previously forecast.
Large ships like LNG tankers have been recorded as having hit whales and other marine
mammals. The EES has grossly underreported the chance of whale strike at 1-in-2500 per
year. Using their own figures the actual calculated risk is 1-in-326. This means a 1-in-16
chance over the proposed 20-year lifespan. It is likely that these numbers are conservative
because the number of whales observed with injuries consistent with ship strike is higher than
the number of strikes reported by shipping operators. The conclusion that a ship strike would
have a low consequence to the visiting Southern Right whale population is inconsistent with
the Conservation Management Plan for Southern Right whales.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife
which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Sylvie
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I have attended most of the briefing workshops throughout the process. I have
always been a firm believer that a workable solution can be achieved if all work
together. I started our maritime project to create a tourism destination within the
region as we need jobs, jobs and more jobs. We have problems with drugs, alcohol
abuse which goes with high unemployment. This project is going to bring some jobs
our young people desperately need. To state some items I don't believe is an issue.
Coming from a maritime background, I am well aware that ships raft up in this
manner in many locations around the world without any problems. The pipeline to
Pakenham is not a problem as there are already a number of such lines already in
use from Long Island without any concerns. Victoria needs gas there is no doubt an
abundance of gas brings lower prices. As Previously mentioned we are in a high
unemployment region and we desperately need jobs. There are a number of issues
of concern, one direct immediate impact effects our museum media studio. Within
the museum we produce high quality documentaries and podcasts. Therefore noise
from pumps directly adjacent to our museum will have a critical impact on our day
to day operation. The trucks on our local roads is of concern. The roads at this
present time are in appalling condition, the increased heavy traffic will only increase
the deterioration. We do have some concerns regarding the discharge in to the bay I
have seen what happens to fish life first hand with the outfall at Gunamatta any
alteration to salinity has disastrous effects. Lastly I say to the people that object to
this project it is no good being anti think of our young people and work through your
concerns with the company.
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My name is Steve Manders and I visit Westernport Bay often.
It is a large, relatively undisturbed marine and littoral area on Melbourne's doorstep with
unique environmental qualities, recognised in RAMSAR wetland listing and biosphere
classification.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the
loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming
into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of
the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Larger vessels are difficult to swing in Western Port Bay
due to the strong tides and dredging to extend the swing basin is very likely to be
required.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales
as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as
a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle
of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant
wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is
so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine
life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in
some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause
22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements
this proposal should not continue. Ship's ballast water is a well known common vector
for introduction of pests and diseases to areas, and is inherently very difficult to manage

and control. The damage is commonly only recognised after the event - when pests or
diseases are discovered.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil
fuels. Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production.
This holds true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee
that renewable energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian
Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The high likelihood that renewables will displace gas
is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its
Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now
assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought
due to a higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies
of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in
Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these
inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural
changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would
also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point. The presence of additional infrastructure and
activity is also likely to increase light pollution in the vicinity.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact
on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we
meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Steve Manders
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My name is Val Kingerlee and I care deeply about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the negative impact on the whole environment.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination
of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales, as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the
area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could
impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Underlying the popularity of the area for tourism are the wetlands; wetlands are among the most
biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at
least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot.
Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for
prawns and fish, and Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around
the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands need to be protected as a key habitat
for an incredible array of plants and animals, rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved, AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not
know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive, and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters).
AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor
impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true
even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can
be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The
fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy
markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to

2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was
previously thought, due to a higher penetration of renewables than was previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound
would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect
the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on the
environment, including greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria, would be unacceptable and lead to
more rapid climate change, when we urgently need to reduce this. There are many other viable and
more suitable options that Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs, without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Val Kingerlee
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It is with considerable consternation that I re-submit my concerns through this
portal, after email-based submissions were rejected. This was inconsistent with past
Victorian consultations, inflexible during remote working, and frustrating that
deferments and flexibility appear available to industry, government and polluters,
while concerned Victorians are expected to manage rapid turnarounds and navigate
a variety of portals to participate democratically despite lockdown restrictions.
Meanwhile, the EPA Act 2018 general environmental duty is deferred and AGL
applications are pushed ahead. I am (re)writing in opposition to the AGL terminal
for a range of personal reasons, and professional concerns for the ecology of
Western Port. This is a brief summary of my original submission via the EV tool,
along with thousands of Victorians whose concerns may now be lost. For more than
10 years, my household has holidayed on Western Port and enjoyed swimming,
snorkelling, beachcombing and wildlife watching. We are just a few of millions of
Victorians and state visitors who treasure the beautiful ecosystems of Western Port.
According to a report by Australian Conservation Foundation, 'Combining the
reported figures for commercial fishing, recreational fishing and tourism more
broadly, we arrive at an annual figure of $437 million. Our lowest estimate for the
annual value of ecosystem services is $205 million.' This is additional to (a) the
inherent beauty and rights of nature, (b) existing protection commitments and
overlays such as RAMSAR wetlands and UNESCO biosphere, (c) the inherent issues
with fossil fuels and (d) the specific risks and pollution associated with gas terminals
in waterways. Mornington Peninsula Shire concluded that economic analysis
contained in the EES lacks independent, objective assessment; while environmental
risk controls were insufficient. Case studies worldwide demonstrate that ongoing
presence and operations of a plant will have a damaging impact on the ecological
functioning of the bay and on ecosystems and wildlife populations, whether the
'warmies' of water releases, noise pollution, accident risk and habitat fragmentation.
Victorian Environment Minister D'Ambrosio stated in 'Biodiversity 2037' that
'Victoria's biodiversity is in decline.' In a joint opening remarks to Victoria's Climate
Change Framework, Premier Andrews and Minister D'Ambrosio wrote, 'Climate
change poses one of the biggest threats to our future. How we respond will
determine the future wellbeing and prosperity of Victoria. We cannot wait for
others to take action on climate change; the science is very clear that we must start
to reduce our emissions and prepare for the future now. The Andrews Labor
Government will deliver strong and lasting action on climate change for the
Victorian community.' This commitment runs counter to installing gas (fossil fuel)
infrastructure in a vibrant ecoystem, functional 'carbon sink' and beloved Western

Port.
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My name is Jacqueline Forster and I live in the Westernport Bay area.

We have lived in Crib Point for 23yrs, the foreshore in Cribby is where our family has always explored,
fished, walked, admired the swans, dolphins, a sanctuary of calm when needed, unique and beautiful,
the bay is a huge part of our lives, family gatherings, our memories.

I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity
to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.

Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities who
access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress
and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As
well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.

Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in
Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly
around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key
habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.

If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in

their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels. Renewable
energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true even when
renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can be delivered
when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact that firmed
renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets. This year AEMO
adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume
that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due to a higher
penetration of renewables than previously forecast.

It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife. AGL
acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They
have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed
FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural
changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish
and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around
Crib Point.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community to any harm.

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Forster.
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My name is Meryl Tobin and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Lifestyle amenity. We love the area for it natural attributes - beach, coast, bay, bushland,
farmland, fresh air, space, flora and fauna, distinctive areas and landscapes, walks and slower
lifestyle.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or
by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic
to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and
toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the
area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could
impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of
seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline
from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand.
Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by
AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.

It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in
Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the
noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that
underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of
whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging
nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on
this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,

Meryl Tobin
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My name is Soraya Burrows and I visit Westernport Bay often, freediving and photographing wildlife
and the environment. I have had many up close and personal experiences with the local weedy
seadragons, eagle rays and smooth stingrays (the largest species of sting ray in the world. I have
swum with one gentle majestic ray, with a wingspan measuring as large as a car.

I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most
is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.

A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as
noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away
and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments.

Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.

Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.

If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has

so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.

Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are
responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay
Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the
atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton, shrimp and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape
being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The
impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes
each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay
and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
An example of the potential devastation includes local seadragon populations that I care deeply for.
They will disappear; seadragons are part of the Syngnathidae family, they lack a stomach and must
feed constantly on shrimp and small crustaceans to survive. When I am diving and hear the small
clicking noises of shrimp in the water, I know to keep a lookout for seadragons. If there are no small
organisms, a primary food source, the dragons will cease to exist. If there’s chlorinated water
dumped into the bay, the dragons will die from direct or indirect impact of the toxicity. Countless
species will die.

Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.

Sincerely,
Soraya Burrows
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Isaacs Climate Action
Network
Chelsea VIC 3196

The Hon. R. Wynne MP
Minister for Planning
(via email)
Dear Minister,
I am writing to lodge my objection in the strongest terms to AGL's proposal for a
floating gas facility in Western Port Bay.
I am familiar with the region having previously operated a business in the
Bittern/Crib Point area. I have also spent considerable time on Phillip Island, where
members of my family live and where I have been on innumerable camps, surfing
trips and other excursions. Western Port is a very special place to me and my kin.
The detrimental effects of the proposed facility on the local environment are clearly
established, especially in the massive volume of chilled water that will be expelled
from the platform each day of its operation.
My main objection, however, is to the way that this development will make it more
difficult for Victoria to switch rapidly to renewable energy in place of polluting fossil
fuels. As you are aware, methane is a dangerous greenhouse gas that is converted to
further polluting carbon dioxide when it is burned. Together, those gases contribute
further to the greenhouse effect and place Victorians and their families at increased
risk of extreme weather.
In the City of Kingston, where I live, 1-in-4 houses are situated on or adjacent to
swampland that it highly susceptible to flooding and inundation. Allowing for
further greenhouse gas emissions from developments such as this one increases the
risk of harm to life and property in my community.
AGL is being a sent a clear message from the community: do not proceed with this
development. It would look very bad for a government that promotes itself as
progressive and forward-looking to approve this project and ignore the best
scientific advice on the need to rapidly reduce our greenhouse emissions.

I implore you to disallow this application and send a clear signal to the market and
the community about your government's commitment to a renewable future for
Victoria.
Yours sincerely,

Dr Damien Williams
23 August 2020.
cc. Prof. G. Pearman
Save Western Port No AGL.
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Dear Mr. Richard Wynne,

23-8-2020

Westernport is a relatively untouched natural eco-system that many Victorians and overseas tourists
visit each year.
It boasts several marine reserves, wetlands, recreational fishing and swimming areas and beautiful
beaches that attract tourists from all over the world. From personal fishing experience, many places
(including near Crib Point) are notoriously shallow with strong tides and fast moving water. Many
sea grasses and water weed shelter and protect fish and other sea creatures here. Whales and
dolphins are regular visitors to Westernport and together with ‘Fairy Penguins’ are exciting
attractions for the area.
Dredging and the increased traffic in the narrow estuary that would ‘feed’ Crib Point with LNG would
surely affect these creatures, marine life, fish, and especially mangroves that help cleanse the air
and ocean waters.
At the same time, chemicals and contaminated water issuing from the Floating Storage and Regasification Unit would pollute the area all around the bay. This would have a disastrous impact on
the whole of Westernport. The businesses and property owners at Crib Point would be severely
affected. French Island and its’ environs would be detrimentally affected, likewise Churchill Island.
Depending on tides and water movement, Ventnor, Rhyll and San Remo and along the ocean-side
settlements and beaches would likely be adversely affected as well.
The visual impact from Cowes and the northern beaches would not be attractive either. Hardly a
tourist incentive for the area. We own a small family ‘holiday house’ on Phillip Island and already
have regular oil rig maintenance visits several times a year. This is certainly an eyesore, sometimes
noisy and an environmental concern as well. The proposed Crib Point development would
compound this concern.
Phillip Island alone is visited by up to 3.5 million tourists every year. According to Tourism Victoria
(2013-2014) 6-7000 are employed directly or indirectly in the industry and it generates $1.3 Billion
for Phillip Island and the Westernport area (and this increases annually).
We feel this AGL gas terminal proposal and its’ accompanying pipeline would be disastrous for
Westernport Bay and surrounding areas. It would particularly present environmental concerns for
the bay, its flora and fauna, marine life and animals. It would have a detrimental effect on Philip
Island (and surrounding areas), their economies, the tourist industry and job prospects for locals and
businesses.
Westernport Bay and environs is presently a beautiful area relatively unaffected by development. It
has a fragile and important ecosystem that needs to be protected. Phillip Island and surrounding
areas presently strike a relatively harmonious environmental, tourist and recreational balance. AGL
should look elsewhere for gas processing proposals and distribution if this plan is considered
imperative for Victoria’s future energy needs. It is certainly not in Westernport Bays’ best interest.
We believe gas and fossil fuels are not our best (or cheapest) option for the future and many smaller
operators including ‘Powershop’ and ‘Diamond Energy’ are moving towards renewables. We implore
AGL to do the same.
In conclusion, we thank you for allowing us to make a submission objecting to the proposed AGL Gas
terminal at Crib Point and the planned pipeline to Pakenham. We hope you take the time to consider
all objections seriously and look forward to your deliberation and reply.
Regards, John and Joanne Briggs & Family.

