Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management Plan
Discussion Guide 3: Cultural Landscape, Living Heritage

In partnership with Traditional Owner groups, Parks Victoria is preparing a new
management plan for the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape, an area
that covers the Grampians National Park and adjacent parks and reserves.
The new management plan will underpin strategic planning for the Greater
Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape over the next 15 years to ensure that precious
environmental and cultural values of this iconic landscape are preserved for
future generations to enjoy.
Background
The history of Aboriginal connection to this landscape
goes back many thousands of years. There are important
Dreaming and Lore stories associated with this place and
significant evidence of occupation and cultural practices.
A number of Traditional Owner groups still hold strong
connections to the landscape and have ongoing cultural
responsibilities to care for all of its values.
This landscape, marked by dramatic sandstone ranges is
known as Gariwerd ranges to the Aboriginal community.
It came into being when the Great Ancestor Spirit Bunjil
created the world around us - the mountains, the lakes, the
forest and the rivers, the plains and the seas. He created all
the plants and all the animals.
When Bunjil created the sandstone ranges of Gariwerd, he
often took the form of Werpil the Eagle so that he could
view his work. He looked over the cliffs and the mountains.
He listened to the sound of water, dripping after rain and
thundering over waterfalls. He watched the plants and
animals grow from moss and tiny blades of grass to tall,
sturdy gums.
The rocky outcrops, gullies and streams are more than
geographic features for Traditional Owners, they are signs
of the dreamtime and links with the past. Tens of thousands
of years ago Traditional Owners stood on Gariwerd’s peaks
and witnessed active volcanoes spewing lava and ash across
these plains.
Intimate knowledge about the land and seasons has been
collected for thousands of generations. This knowledge
has been passed down through storytelling and used to
shape how the world is understood. It has influenced how
Traditional societies were organised and functioned and
ensured that Country was appropriately maintained.

European settlement resulted in Djab Wurrung and
Jardwadjali Traditional Owners being forced from their
lands, severely disrupting their capacity to continue to care
for Country. Despite their physical separation, the landscape
is rich with Aboriginal cultural heritage and their spiritual
connection remains.
These and surrounding groups are still reasserting their
connections to this landscape, and are seeking to have their
rights and interests recognised under current legislative
frameworks. Their culture is living today and continues to
evolve in contemporary society, being expressed through
involvement in landscape management, teaching of culture
and continuing access to Country.
Within this landscape, the Grampians National Park
contains the densest concentration of rock art paintings in
Victoria and constitutes one of the major rock-art regions
of south-eastern Australia. Archaeological excavations of
Aboriginal sites in the park indicate occupation sites that
are around 22,000 years old.
Traditional Owners have an inherent right to maintain,
control and protect their cultural heritage values, while
land management agencies have obligations to ensure
Aboriginal cultural heritage values are protected.
Cultural heritage and values exist throughout Victoria
in places where people live and enjoy recreation. The
presence of cultural values does not exclude other activities
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happening in that area, however it is important to explore
with Traditional Owners how these values should be
recognised and protected.

Questions being considered
•

What are the Aboriginal cultural values that exist in this
landscape?

Parks Victoria is working in partnership with three
representative organisations to develop the Grampians
Landscape Management Plan:

•

What is currently considered to be the key threats to
these values?

•

How should these values be effectively protected and
managed?

•

In what form will joint management be and what
would it mean for the future?

•

Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal
Corporation

•

Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation

•

Barengi Gadjin Land Council Aboriginal Corporation

This Discussion Guide is intended to generate awareness
and discussion about Aboriginal cultural heritage across the
Gariwerd landscape.

Legislation and policy
The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management
Plan is being developed with respect to several pieces of
legislation, including the National Parks Act 1975 (Vic.),
the National Parks (Park) Regulations 2003, the Forests
Act 1958 (Vic.), the Land Act 1958 (Vic.) and Crown Land
(Reserves) Act 1978 (Vic.), Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act
2006, and the Native Title Act 1993 (Cwlth).
The framework developed for the managing the landscape’s
cultural heritage must comply with relevant legislation, and
with consideration of other government strategy and policy
documents.

Current management approaches
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2018
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Parks Victoria recognises the value and importance of
working closely with First Peoples to manage parks and
reserves in a culturally sensitive and ecologically sympathetic
way.
Parks Victoria’s Managing Country Together framework and
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Plan underpin the approach to
partnering with Traditional Owners to protect and conserve
natural and cultural heritage.
In the existing management plans for the Grampians
National Park and Black Range State Park, Special
Protection Areas have been designated to protect places
with Aboriginal cultural heritage values.
Assessments are being undertaken throughout the
national park to better understand the type, location and
extent of these cultural values, and the threats facing
them. As these continue, assessments will also help to
understand the intangible Aboriginal cultural values, such
as knowledge and stories about the landscape. This work
has been recently bolstered by the local appointment of an
Aboriginal Rock Art Cultural Heritage Protection Specialist.
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Have questions or want to learn more about
this project, contact us below:
Website:
https://engage.vic.gov.au/grampians-management-plan
Email: parkplan@parks.vic.gov.au
Phone: 131963

