Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management Plan
Discussion Guide 8: Roads and Access

In partnership with Traditional Owner groups, Parks Victoria is preparing a new management
plan for the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape, an area that covers the Grampians
National Park and some adjacent parks and reserves.
The new management plan will underpin strategic planning for the landscape over the next
15 years to ensure its precious environmental and cultural values are preserved for future
generations to enjoy.

Background

Legislation and policy

The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape covers more
than 180,000 hectares of ancient sandstone mountains,
waterways and forest.

The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management
Plan is being developed with respect to several pieces of
legislation. The Road Management Act 2004 (Vic.) provides
the statutory framework for management of all public
roads throughout Victoria. VicRoads, local governments
and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning (DELWP) are the three authorities responsible
for road management across Victoria. With delegation
from DELWP, Parks Victoria is responsible for roads on
land it manages. Some public roads through the Greater
Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape are the responsibility of
Shire Councils, with bridges and crossings managed by the
relevant road authority.

Throughout this area are thousands of kilometres of roads,
tracks, trails and paths – the physical connections that
allow people to interact with the area’s spectacular scenery,
environmental values and incredible cultural history.
Roads and access tracks support recreation and tourism
opportunities. Parks Victoria’s visitor surveys has found that
people visiting the Grampians National Park do so primarily
for sightseeing, including by driving the area’s scenic
touring routes. Roads also facilitate four-wheel driving,
walking, trailbike riding, mountain bike riding, road cycling
and horse riding. Importantly, roads provide access for Parks
Victoria, emergency services, and other land managers to
carry out essential park and visitor management.

The management framework developed for roads and
access in the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape
will need to comply with relevant legislation, and be
implemented with consideration of other government
strategy and policy documents.

This Discussion Guide is intended to generate ideas and
discussion about how the road network is used and
managed across the landscape.

Related Discussion Guides
•

Discussion Guide 6: Visitor Experience

•

Discussion Guide 7: Recreation Activities

Current management approaches

Questions being considered

In providing public access by walking tracks, two-wheel
drive, four-wheel drive and other vehicles, Parks Victoria
aims to achieve a balance between appropriate recreational
use and environmental protection. Some tracks and roads
in the planning area are closed seasonally during winter
for public safety, to prevent damage to tracks as well
as impacts on environmental and cultural values. These
closures generally extend from 13 June after Queen’s
Birthday holiday to the Thursday before Melbourne Cup
Day.

•

Could changes to the road network and access tracks
improve the visitor experience?

•

How should road signage support visitor access?

•

Should scenic driving routes be better promoted?

•

How will climate change and predicted weather
extremes affect roads and access in the park?

•

How can park users and groups assist with the
maintenance of the road network?

Roads are otherwise inspected and maintained in a
scheduled manner to ensure they are kept to standards
appropriate for the frequency and purpose of their use.
Public Roads are primarily used by the general public and
are managed according to a Road Management Plan which
sets minimum road maintenance standards.
Operational Roads are used for land management purposes
including fire management, managing and servicing park
facilities, and conducting patrols for safety and compliance.
Some of these roads may be available for public use but
are not managed to the same standards as public roads.
Rather, operational roads are managed in line with available
resources and operational needs.
Road inspections by Parks Victoria are recorded in an
Asset Information System, while inspections conducted
by DELWP are recorded in the Government Infrastructure
Management System. These inspections link with standards
within the Department of Sustainability and Environment
Draft Road Operational Guideline 2007.
Throughout the landscape, road signage is a key
management tool that provides visitors with orientation
and direction, and information about conditions, road
closures and safety information.
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