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My name is Susan Thompson and I visit Westernport Bay often. Westernport Bay is
a wonderful place with great birdlife, mangroves and all sorts of marine life.I often
visit to go bird watching and snorkelling. It's a special place for many Melbournians
to reconnect with nature. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee
and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its
current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me
most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. Natural
environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent
research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge
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To whom it may concern,
My name is Jason Gardner, I am a healthcare professional, academic, and long‐term
resident of the Mornington Peninsula.
I was born in Mornington, and have grown up regularly visit beaches and coastal areas
surrounding Westernport Bay. It is a complex and beautiful marine ecosystem, some of my
most treasured memories are of swimming and kite surfing at Balnarring beach with
dolphins swimming alongside me. I want my children to be able to learn two swim and surf
there as I have been lucky enough to experience.
I would like to extend my gratitude to the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee d
Minister Wynne for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
I am writing to clearly express my view that this proposal is unacceptable for a range of
reasons, most notably the negative impact that our continuing reliance on fossil fuels has on
climate change, but also more locally the expected adverse impacts on the Westernport Bay
marine ecosystem.
The beach and reserve area at Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush
or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport
Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship
traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased
shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point
jetty.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise
in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself
nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES
states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib
Point.
If the project is approved, AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay ‐ clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

Millions of Australians agree that climate change is not simply a threat in the distant future,
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of
warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The
plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not
only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be
investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of
investing in soon‐to‐be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not
consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate. For this reason alone, it cannot
be allowed to go ahead.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative
impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Kind regards,

Jason Gardner
Accredited Exercise Physiologist
Local Small Business Owner (Hastings)
Mornington Peninsula Resident (Mornington)
Email:
Phone:
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Murrindindi Climate Network Inc. submission to the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee on the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
(Dr Rita Seethaler, chair Murrindindi Climate Network Inc., 22. August 2020)
Who we are:
Founded in 2007, the Murrindindi Climate Network Inc. is a not-for-profit community
group located in the Murrindindi Shire area. Our objectives are to promote renewable
energy generation and use, to provide education related to understanding climate
change and its impacts, to provide education on strategies to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions including but not limited to behavioural change measures, energy efficiency
measures and renewable energy technologies.
I. Inconsistency of the Crib Point Gas import terminal and pipeline with the
Victorian Emission reduction targets?
Victoria’s Climate Change Act 2017 has established a long-term emission reduction
target of net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 consistent with the Paris
Agreement. The Act also requires five-yearly interim emission reduction targets to keep
Victoria on track for the long-term target.
For the interim targets commencing for 2025-2030, the independent expert panel advice
includes a 32-39% reduction in GHG emissions below 2005 levels in 2025 and 45-60%
below 2005 levels in 2030.
Key questions:
Q. 1. How is the AGL Crib Point gas import infrastructure and gas pipeline project
consistent with Greenhouse Gas Reduction goals of Victoria?
Q.2. What is the overall carbon footprint of the AGL gas import infrastructure and
gas pipeline project including
• the carbon footprint of additional tankers (up to 40 additional tankers)
travelling to and from the Crib Point FSRU, and
• the carbon footprint of additional gas imported to this site, transported by
this project’s pipeline and used in Victoria?
Note: In analogy, best practice impact assessment of road infrastructure projects need to
model the carbon emissions of expected transport demand using the road infrastructure
and not just the carbon footprint of the infrastructure alone. The carbon footprint of the
planned AGL Crib Point gas import infrastructure therefore needs to include the users of
this infrastructure (tankers) and the demand of the end-users.
II. Are demand forecast including demand sided strategies to curb gas
consumption taken into consideration?
Similar to the transport sector, where the Victorian government and various
stakeholders have been developing and applying demand management strategies since
the 1990, helping consumers both residential and commercial to reduce their transportrelated carbon footprint, the Victorian government together with energy providers
should focus on demand-sided policy measures and strategies to reduce gas
consumption and related GHG emissions over time.
1

To address an expected supply shortfall under the Business As Usual (BAU) scenario
from 2027 onward, in their report Northmore Gordon P/L (2020) estimate a saving
potential based on nine demand-sided strategies that would address the projected
shortfall between 26 PJ to 85 PJ from 2027 until 2030. These measures (e.g. such as
replacements of ageing ducted gas heating systems to reverse-cycle air-conditioners in
residential dwellings, improved building insulation, replacement of gas hot water
systems with heat pump hot water, etc.) are based on energy efficiency and fuel
switching away from gas and are shown to be largely able to eliminate the shortfall in
gas supplies thus making the AGL proposal for a gas import terminal at Crib Point
obsolete (Northmore Gordon, 2020, Figure 2).
In the U.S., falling prices of renewable electricity generation enable utilities to transition
from fossil fuels to renewable power generation as recently reported from several U.S.
States, without the need for gas-fired generation to serve as a “bridging” electricity
supply (Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis, 2020). This trend is likely
to be valid for Australian States as well.
Key Question:
Q3. Taking into account the trend for falling prices of renewable energy generation
and taking into account the potential of demand-sided measures to reduce domestic,
commercial and industrial gas consumption, how can AGL justify the need for
importing gas via the Crib Point gas terminal for domestic Victorian demand levels
beyond 2027?
III. Conclusion
Given the inconsistency with Victoria’s greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets and
given an expected reduction in Victorian domestic gas consumption, we believe the
manifold adverse impacts and risks of this project to the marine environment, to the
ecological communities and species protected under the Ramsar Wetland status and to
the landscape character of the Westernport tourism area do not justify the AGL Crib
Point gas import terminal & pipeline project.
References:
Independent Expert Panel on Interim Emissions Reduction Targets for Victoria (20212025, 2026-2030) (March 2019) Interim Emissions Reduction Targets for Victoria (20212030) https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/reducing-emissions/interim-targets (last
accessed 22. August 2020).
Northmore Gordon Pty. Ltd., (23. March 2020) Victorian Gas Market – Demand Side
Measures to Avoid Forecast Supply Shortfall. Report prepared for Environment Victoria.
http://environmentvictoria.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Vic-Gas-MarketDemand-Side-Study-Final-Report-1.pdf (last accessed 22. August 2020)
IEEFA U.S. (1. July 2020) Utilities are now skipping the gas ‘bridge’ in transition from coal
to renewables. https://ieefa.org/ieefa-u-s-utilities-are-now-skipping-the-gas-bridge-intransition-from-coal-to-renewables/ (last accessed 22. August 2020).
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My name is Stephanie Malane and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It has some of the most beautiful untouched beaches. Home to so much marine life
and beautiful estuaries. Great place to visit with children and is so nice to go to in
summer away from tourists.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is
not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until
we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory
birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport
Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and
fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas

like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Stephanie Malane
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As a resident of Westernport Bay, I am deeply concerned about the short- sighted
plan to put our bay, environment country and heritage at risk for an unnecessary
and ill thought out project. Why are we allowing a huge gas terminal to be built
when our country had so many natural resources? We have sun, wind, waves and
hydro. Renewables should be developed and our environment protected from
further damage and CO2 emissions. There are a number of countries that have
achieved, or are close to achieving, 100% renewable energy, including Iceland
(100%), Paraguay (100%), Costa Rica (99%), Norway (98.5%), Austria (80%), Brazil
(75%), and Denmark (69.4%). Why can’t Australia follow these examples? Do we
need this gas terminal in Crib Point? AGL’s report grossly underestimates the
potential of reducing our demand for gas in Victoria (balancing gas demand and
supply with demand-side measures). According to a recent report written by energy
consultants Northmore Gordon (commissioned by Environment Victoria), the state
of Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by
2030 using existing technology and targeted economic support. This means that
with the right government policies, Victoria could meet its energy needs without
new gas, meaning that we do not need new gas fields, nor gas import terminals like
the proposal for Westernport Bay. Have alternative sites which have less impact on
the environment been sought? Corio Bay in Geelong and Port Kembla are two areas
which would be suitable for such a gas terminal and pipeline. They do not have
mangroves, which have been identified as an area to be protected by the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. They are not a recognised
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. Does AGL have any concept of, fish breeding, CO2
emissions and global warming? There are real risks to the ecosystems of Western
Port and surrounds, including the ecology of the marine environment and the vast
and productive mangrove forests. At its simplest, the effects of “wash” (waves)
from the huge tankers coming and going will affect the area. There are also the
obvious impacts on fish breeding and stress to this ecosystem. Fish larvae and other
small organisms are acknowledged in the EES as being threatened (a real concern)
but the mangroves largely overlooked. Noise has also been inadequately considered
(including, importantly, the effects of underwater noise and vibration) and the
effects will only really be known if the project is under operation. The thought of
allowing nearly half a billion litres of chlorinated wastewater to be expelled into
Western Port per day, and at possibly vastly different temperatures, is
unfathomable. Possible destruction of the mangroves, marine life and associated
ecosystems would surely have a massive effect. Things can and do go wrong. Risks
are not necessarily foreseen and effects are not always

avoided/minimised/managed.
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As a resident of Westernport Bay, I am deeply concerned about the short- sighted
plan to put our bay, environment country and heritage at risk for an unnecessary
and ill thought out project. Why are we allowing a huge gas terminal to be built
when our country had so many natural resources? We have sun, wind, waves and
hydro. Renewables should be developed and our environment protected from
further damage and CO2 emissions. There are a number of countries that have
achieved, or are close to achieving, 100% renewable energy, including Iceland
(100%), Paraguay (100%), Costa Rica (99%), Norway (98.5%), Austria (80%), Brazil
(75%), and Denmark (69.4%). Why can’t Australia follow these examples? Do we
need this gas terminal in Crib Point? AGL’s report grossly underestimates the
potential of reducing our demand for gas in Victoria (balancing gas demand and
supply with demand-side measures). According to a recent report written by energy
consultants Northmore Gordon (commissioned by Environment Victoria), the state
of Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by
2030 using existing technology and targeted economic support. This means that
with the right government policies, Victoria could meet its energy needs without
new gas, meaning that we do not need new gas fields, nor gas import terminals like
the proposal for Westernport Bay. Have alternative sites which have less impact on
the environment been sought? Corio Bay in Geelong and Port Kembla are two areas
which would be suitable for such a gas terminal and pipeline. They do not have
mangroves, which have been identified as an area to be protected by the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. They are not a recognised
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. Does AGL have any concept of, fish breeding, CO2
emissions and global warming? There are real risks to the ecosystems of Western
Port and surrounds, including the ecology of the marine environment and the vast
and productive mangrove forests. At its simplest, the effects of “wash” (waves)
from the huge tankers coming and going will affect the area. There are also the
obvious impacts on fish breeding and stress to this ecosystem. Fish larvae and other
small organisms are acknowledged in the EES as being threatened (a real concern)
but the mangroves largely overlooked. Noise has also been inadequately considered
(including, importantly, the effects of underwater noise and vibration) and the
effects will only really be known if the project is under operation. The thought of
allowing nearly half a billion litres of chlorinated wastewater to be expelled into
Western Port per day, and at possibly vastly different temperatures, is
unfathomable. Possible destruction of the mangroves, marine life and associated
ecosystems would surely have a massive effect. Things can and do go wrong. Oil
has damaged the beach at Somers and killed Penguins and Seals in the past .
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My name is Telisa Gardner and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I have grown up in Hastings, and Westernport Bay has always been a beautiful natural
environment for me and my family to enjoy. At school, I learned all about marine life
through classes held on Balnarring Beach. These are cherished memories that I would love
my future children to be able to experience.
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the AGL gas import terminal and pipeline
project that is proposed to occur at Crib Point. I cannot fathom how a project with as many
potential adverse environmental impacts can possibly be allowed to go ahead.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of
a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of
anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the
most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the
shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive
mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.

The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for
gas in Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules
by 2030 through using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a
recent report written by energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government
policies Victoria could meet its energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas
import terminals like that proposed by AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower
energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under most scenarios. This is the case even
when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but will become even cheaper and less
polluting as more of our electricity is generated through renewables.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise
in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself
nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states
that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib
Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Telisa Gardner
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Wendy Nieuwenhuizen
French Island, VIC, 3921
Ph:

To whom it may concern,
My name is Wendy Nieuwenhuizen and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Western Port Bay is important to me as it is a key part of the French Island
ecosystem and the ecological diversity the Island represents. Ramsar document
highlights the importance of wetlands to our environment - we should protect what is
still untouched rather than add to our environmental issues.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory
birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport
Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and
fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL.
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If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet.
Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil
carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth.
Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to
prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is
particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby
which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Wendy Nieuwenhuizen
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My name is Lynn Frankes and I visit Westernport Bay often.
My husband and I own a holiday house in Ventnor on Phillip Island. Ships entering the bay
pass the beach that is close to our home. Westernport Bay is important to me because it is
a place of peace and sanctuary away from the intensity of city life.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but
the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands
and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who
place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental
health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of
recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as
increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and
light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come
to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of
one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant
wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so
much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts

to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Gas is more carbon polluting than coal if methane leakage throughout the whole gas
supply chain is above 3.2 per cent. Recent studies have shown that we have previously
underestimated how much methane is released to the atmosphere during gas production.
It has been found that onshore gas fields in the United States have levels of leakage of 217 per cent. Despite these findings the Australian gas industry and federal government
report far lower emission intensities for unconventional gas emissions based on default
emissions factors rather than on reliable measurements. Gas is not a climate solution.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton
and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable
to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above
safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water
being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water
would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting
marine wildlife.
I am not an environmental scientist or expert in gas import facilities. The flora and
fauna of Westernport Bay already face threats from existing commercial and
recreational activity. It is possible to love a place to death. To add further
commercial activity risks losing what the bay offers to so many. Westernport is one
of 12 Ramsar sites in Victoria. In what world view does it make sense to place a 290
metre long gas plant that will pump water with chlorides in it which is 7 degrees
colder than the bay into the bay next to Ramsar significant wetlands. I say let's not
find out what kind of damage this project can inflict on the bay and its inhabitants.
If you must proceed with this project why not put it someplace we have already
shamefully degraded.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of
the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on
our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet
our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Lynn Frankes
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AGL Crib Point Gas Import Terminal EES submission
22nd August 2020
My name is Julia Merrington.
This is my submission against the Proposed AGL APA Gas import Terminal at Crib Point in Victoria
which I strongly believe is against the best interests of the Westernport community both human and
natural, Victorians and all Australian energy users and the Victorian, Australian and Global
environment.
Overview
Back in mid 2017 premier Dan Andrews announced AGL and APA had plans to import LNG gas into
Victoria via Crib Point on Western Port near to Hastings.
The project was supposed to reduce gas prices by increasing supply and creating jobs in an area that
desperately needs full time and sustainable employment.
It sounded good and turned out to be too good to be true.
My personal experience of dealing with AGL during the project.
In the time since the project was announced AGL have proved to be at best disingenuous and at
worst misleading in their representation of the project, it’s likely outcomes and impacts to the
community and environment.
For the first 8-9 months after the project announcement AGLs team of community outreach and
liaison staff where charged with consulting and engaging and informing the community impacted by
the project.
They tried to keep that activity as narrow as possible and over the first 7-8 public sessions they tried
to stay under the radar of the majority of Westernport residents.
This despite the fact that at least 90% of residents live in the area because of the proximity and
amenity of the clean beach’s and sea and the healthy lifestyle that environment creates.
At the time I lived in Balnarring, close to Merricks beach only 6 km from the proposed terminal site
at Crib Point.
The first I learnt of AGLs plans was at a info session in Hastings in April 2018 for the Brown Coal to
Hydrogen project.
There I was horrified to discover not one, but two dirty gas plans affecting Westernport both
involving AGL ( they don’t advertise the fact but AGL dirty brown coal and land are used in the
Brown Coal hydrogen project as well)
Calls to friends revealed no one in Balnarring, Somers or Merricks, Pt Leo or Flinders knew about the
AGL gas importation project which was surprising as I know a lot of people.
As a marketing professional, this perplexed me so I followed up and a few more calls revealed why.
It transpired AGL who had a budget of over one million dollars for their community consultation and
engagement scheme, had by April 2018, 9 months after it was announced only spent $1200 on small
local paper adverts letting people know about community information drop in sessions around
Hastings and Crib Point.
Other so called ‘public’ briefing session organised by Jay Gleeson theAGL community consultation
manager where in fact like the one held at Westernport yacht club, private invitation only briefings
to the club board.
This document contains a list of meetings.
http://epbcnotices.environment.gov.au/_entity/annotation/b6038e8f-4fcc-e811-a2e6005056ba00a8/a71d58ad-4cba-48b6-8dab-f3091fc31cd5?t=1539380429617

I thought the community should know about a project that would affect their lifestyle and
environment and possibly their property values and health, so I requested Jay organise a genuine
public information session at the Balnarring village hall for 25th June 2018, promoted it properly via
local community networks and insisted AGL place with a half page display ad’ in the local paper (
which they tried to avoid placing by claiming they’d missed the paper deadline)
The resulting meeting was attended by AGL experts and so many Westernport residents they
couldn’t all fit in the Hall.
It was that start of serious public awareness of the scope of the proposed AGL project and the
potential negative impacts on Western Port, it’s environment and amenity.
As a result of events like this organised not by AGL but by concerned residents and the good work
conducted by the Save Westernport group and VNPA by the federal election in 2019, despite AGLs
best efforts in playing down negative community sentiment around the project and their continued
misleading claims they were listening to the community, stopping the AGL APA Crib Point gas import
project emerged as the major concern of the Mornington Peninsula electorate and as a result every
major candidate expressed their strong opposition Including Federal Minister Greg Hunt to AGL and
APAs plans. https://www.smh.com.au/federal-election-2019/flinders-battle-heats-up-as-votershome-in-on-agl-gas-project-20190418-p51f80.html
The case for and against the proposed import terminal.
Jobs and economy
AGL claim the project creates jobs (about 30 full time ongoing jobs on the Floating regasification
ship)
Those potential jobs should be weighed against potential losses to environmental and ecological
tourism, fishing and other tourism industries that result from Westernport’s brand values as a
marine playground.
Bass coast shire alone estimates tourism contributes a direct value of $619m to the economy and
accounts for 2,500 jobs.
In 2019 The Morning Peninsula shire reported a massive 88% increase in Westernport tourism and
1380 in direct tourism jobs worth around $170 million on the Westernport side of the Peninsula*
*https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/new-website-documents/about-us/businessamp-economy/docs/tourism-visitor-economy-2019.pdf
The Victorian Premiers own office last year said in quotes attributable to Minister for Tourism, Sport
and Major Events Martin Pakula
"Tourism is an increasingly important provider of jobs in Victoria and we will continue to back this
forward-thinking industry with support for major and regional events and vital infrastructure.”
“From Mildura to Mallacoota, these jobs provide security and the promise of a prosperous future,
which is why we want even more of them.” (For moreDetail on the value of those jobs read
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/tourism-boom-brings-jobs-across-victoria/
In summary, any attempt by AGL or any other heavy industry to try to re industrialise the Bay for
very short term gain would be massively detrimental to the income of both the community and
state.
Affordable Gas energy?
AGL claim their proposed gas imports at Crib Point will put ‘downward’ pressure on gas prices
Which I believe this is totally misleading.

Australia now the world’s largest exporter of LNG and yet due to the ongoing failure of all levels of
government, we pay more for it than most other nations and while we get lumbered with the
carbon causing methane that’s generated when its extracted we don’t even get paid a proper royalty
for it.
What possible benefit would be generated for consumers by AGL reimporting gas? They will be
applying at least 5 margins to that gas.
§
§
§
§
§

1 margin to buy it.
1 margin to ship it.
1 margin to regasify it.
1 margin to pipe it.
Finally 1 margin when they to sell it on to hapless consumers.

AGL could make a big profit but the Australian people would be doomed to a cycle of massive
carbon impacts and higher than global gas prices at a time when globally gas usage is on the wane
and prices have internationally dropped dramatically.
Major investors and insurers globally are future proofing their business by stepping away from fossil
fuel projects and the sovereign risk they present, the people and state of Victoria and Australia
would potentially end up with another stranded fossil fuel asset and rotting industrial infrastructure
in what was an attractive natural environment.
The environmental case.
I’ve left this to last because I believe here AGL and APA have been most duplicitous, as they
originally tried to have both the APA land and AGL sea based projects assessed separately to gain a
environmental advantage.
AGL claim the import terminal would have minimal risk of damaging the Westernport environment.
At stake is the delicate system that is the whole of Westernport Bay, listed under the Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar).
There are 330 terrestrial native species—89 are threatened—living in habitats around Westernport
Bay, while its wetlands have more than 630 species of invertebrates, fish, birds and mammals.
Thirty- six migratory bird species fly into the bay each year from their Asian breeding grounds.
Around 65% of Victoria’s bird species are found in and around the bay, along with breeding colonies
of little penguins, koalas, Australian fur seals, visiting endangered whales, resident dolphins and
Endangered hooded plovers and short-tailed shearwaters.
Conservation reserves have been established to protect the natural values of the Westernport Bay
Region including three marine national parks at Churchill Island, French Island and Yaringa, the
Phillip Island Nature Parks, the Point Nepean, Mornington Peninsula and French Island national
parks, and a number of small reserves protecting precious fragments of the catchment’s original
vegetation cover.
In 2002 the Region was proclaimed a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, recognising it’s outstanding
natural values, covering 2,100 km2 and includes all of Westernport Bay and the southern part of the
bay’s catchment, the whole ecosystem is interconnected and interdependent.
Yet for the express propose of forwarding their project regardless of the risk, AGL and APA have
attempted to select small sections of the environment and claim them separate to the whole to
create a best case scenario for their project.
For example in this EES submission to prove that their proposed ship chlorine discharge is not toxic
to Western Ports delicate marine environment they have even conducted studies on Barramundi
(the most robust species in Australia) but sadly not natives in Westernport Bay.

In Conclusion.
AGL and their companies have a long poor environmental and corporate record and the unenviable
position of being Australia’s largest environmental polluter and most fined energy company.
They should never be trusted to do the right thing in an environment like Westernport as their past
history speaks more eloquently than any fulsome proposal they put forward.
Despite their claims otherwise, I have come to believe this proposal has always been simply about
AGLs market power and profit, not affordable gas or local jobs.
I believe in a ideal world this AGL project should be thrown out along with all gas import plans, and
the Federal ‘energy market guarantee’ activated to force those extracting gas in Australia to ensure
affordable supply for Australians as a short term affordable energy measure while accelerating
sustainable renewable energy generation that won’t see Australia continue on as an international
Carbon Pariah.
If the East coast of Australia does need to import gas, I believe there are clearly other more suitable
heavily industrialised locations like Port Kembla or Geelong.
Yours Sincerely
Julia Merrington
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My name is Carolyn Woods and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I chose to retire to the Westernport area for its natural beauty, quiet lifestyle and water activity options.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity
to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on the
local community.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby.
The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean
boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a
result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism‐dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers
and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent
with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a
popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange‐Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in
Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly
around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key
habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging
projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each
day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport
Bay ‐ clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for gas in
Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030 through
using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report written by energy
consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could meet its energy needs

without new gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that proposed by AGL for
Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions under
most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but will
become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our electricity is generated through renewables.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem ‐ like plankton and fish eggs ‐
would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into
the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be
significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current
thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on the local community would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure
that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Carolyn Woods
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My name is Jannica Cleary and I visit Westernport Bay often.
I’m a resident of the Mornington Peninsula and my family and I regularly visit Western Port Bay
and absolutely love it. We love swimming in the Western Port Bay beaches and enjoy exploring
the incredible rock pools. I’m really concerned about the environmental impact on the ocean and
surrounds which will occur from AGL’s proposed gas import terminal.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors
alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or
by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic
to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and
toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts
of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in
the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained
most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.

Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds
true even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable
energy can be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and
CSIRO. The fact that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in
the energy markets. This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast
for the 2014 to 2039 period. They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below
what was previously thought due to a higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn
into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped
back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and
more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Jannica Cleary
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My name is Belinda Pearson and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
When we first came to Melbourne, Westernport Bay was where we visited and had
holidays, saw animals and birds. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for
residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to
be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high
noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The
increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion
zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend
with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and
toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse
ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows them to be home
to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically endangered
Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass
beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect
the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an
incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and
in some cases totally inappropriate. Further
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My name is Esther Grimes and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
I grew up swimming and sailing in its waters, exploring it\'s rockpools and appreciating the local
plants and animals it supports. I now have two young sons and I want them to have the same
opportunity I did.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety
and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. As a mental health clinician working with
young people in this area, I am extremely concerned about the impacts of climate change on
our youth today and I believe this project would increase the risk to young people living locally.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large amounts
of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced for their role in
the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained
most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high

conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by
the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in
soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with
what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn
into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped
back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other
viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs
without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend
on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Esther Grimes
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Please see my attached full submission. Thank you.

Sarah bell
Balnarring 3926
22 August, 2020
Re: Submission - Proposal for Crib Point Regassification Hub
My name is Sarah Bell and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport Bay is my home but more importantly is home to a Ramsar Wetland
and a pristine marine environment that supports incredible marine life. As a teacher
and educator of young children I feel it would be irresponsible to allow this project.
Last summer, during the January break, I fell into a deep sadness. The sky was a
dull yellow and the air over Westernport was full of thick smoke. Images from
Melbourne showed people in masks and unable to go outside. My adult children
who live in inner-city Melbourne, also were forced to endure days and days of a
smoke-filled city. It was unsafe for my 82-year-old mother to leave her home , and
this was before Covid. Out of control bushfires on my beloved south coast burned
for weeks causing devastating loss bushland human and animal habitat and life.
My question to you is are we going to look at short-term energy solutions that
impact climate change? Or are we going to put in the renewable infrastructure that
assures a future for our planet?
Are we going to support the big energy companies to do more damage to climate or
are we going to support them to make our environment healthier.
I fell into a deep sadness over this period and I’m very frightened for the future of
Australia and our beautiful landscape. I worry about the health of my children and
others this project will impact. What will next summer bring? I ask “Is this the best
you can do to as Victorian planning minister, Richard Wynne, to ensure Victoria a
sustainable future?”
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative
impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys
Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative
risk assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that

basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies and the EES should not
continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia.
People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern
Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This
is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine
wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken
these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant
future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several
degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our
emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy
storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but
also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables
and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent
with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be

unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem,
or the local community to any harm.
In kindness,
Sarah Bell
Westernport Resident
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Submission Opposing the Construction of the AGL Gas Import Jetty and
Pipeline Project at Crib Point
This submission expresses serious reservations about AGL’s EES statement supporting the proposed
Gas import and pipeline project at Crib Point. My main concerns are as follows:

1. The potential harm to the significant ecosystem of Western Port Bay
2. The recognised need to address climate change by moving away from non‐
renewable energy such as gas. New fossil fuel projects are not the answer.
3. The increase in heavy truck and equipment traffic on arterial roads during the
construction phase of the project.
The submission will raise queries about two of the main concerns raised above.

1. The threat to the ecosystem of Western Port Bay
The RAMSAR status awarded to the wetlands of Western Port Bay indicates
international recognition of the significant ecosystem supported by these wetlands. It
acknowledges the imperative to protect the diversity of the flora and fauna unique to
this ecosystem. Given that the Australian Government is a signatory to the RAMSAR
convention on Wetlands of international importance, approval of a gas processing and
pipeline project on Western Port Bay is inappropriate.
Western Port is also an important habitat for a variety of marine life, including, bottle
nose dolphins‐ unique to Western Port, seals, sharks and fish such as the threatened
Australian grayling, elephant fish. Southern Right Whales Humpbacks and Killer Whales also
visit Western Port during their seasonal migration periods.

The EES statement offered by AGL in relation to the impact of the gas project on marine
diversity does not adequately address the potential harm that may be caused to the
biodiversity of Westernport both in the short term during the construction phase and in
the long term by the process of deliquifying the gas at sea and transporting it to the
proposed jetty.
Questions arising from the AGL EES statement on the impact on marine biodiversity

A The Construction phase
AGL states: Any spill or leak during construction would generally cause minimal damage to the
surrounding environment.

Questions
1. What does minimal damage actually mean?
2. How is the damage measured?
3. What are the consequences for AGL if this damage becomes more than ‘minimal’?
Submission opposing AGL gas facility at Crib Point
22 August 2020

Anne Wagner

1

[Type text]

Submission Opposing the Construction of the AGL Gas Import Jetty and
Pipeline Project at Crib Point
4. What measures will AGL put in place to rectify any damage that is more than
‘minimal
5. What body will ensure that AGL rectifies any damage that is more than ‘minimal’?

B The Operational stage
AGL’s EES states: The seawater intakes and discharges from the FSRU (Floating Storage
and regasification Unit) present potential risks to the marine environment, including: •
plankton and other small organisms in seawater being drawn into the FSRU • the
discharge of chlorinated seawater back into Western Port after electrolysis treatment to
control biofouling in the FSRU piping and heat exchangers (biofouling occurs when
marine organisms accumulate and can block or corrode systems or structures – the
electrolysis produces chlorine and other products to prevent their growth) • when
seawater discharged from the FSRU is cooler or warmer than the seawater in
WesternPort
AGL’s outline of the management and mitigation of the risks to marine life during the
gas liquification process is minimal. The modelling of worst case scenarios for the effect
of the degasification process does not cover the long term effects of releasing sea water
back into the bay after being employed by the FSRU.
Questions:
1. Does AGL commit to not releasing chlorinated water back into the Bay after
being used for the gas liquification process?
2. Does AGL guarantee that the temperature of the sea water returned to the Bay
will be the same temperature as the main body of water?
3. Does the modelling account for the long term effects on marine life by the
liquification process. For what period does AGL’s modelling predict the
acceptable risk to the marine life of Western Port?
4. Does the modelling predict the cumulative effects of the liquification process
over the period of AGL’s gas facility on Western Port?
The long term cumulative effects of the gas liquification process on the biodiversity of
Western Port have not been adequately modelled, nor are they sufficiently predictable.
The risks associated with this project are under investigated and pose a current and
future threat to the fragile balance of an international recognised ecosystem.
I have lived part time, sailed and fished on Western Port for 55 years, am now living
there full time. During those 55 years I have witnessed the degradation of the
Submission opposing AGL gas facility at Crib Point
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Submission Opposing the Construction of the AGL Gas Import Jetty and
Pipeline Project at Crib Point
Westernport Bay environment and the decrease in numbers of many of its significant
flora and fauna. We cannot afford to allow any projects that will risk further harm to an
already threatened ecosystem.
AGL’s proposed gas facility presents an a real and unnecessary threat to the unique
biodiversity of Western Port Bay

2. Increased truck and industrial traffic during the construction phase of the
AGL gas facility.
The construction phase of the AGL project will significantly increase the amount of
industrial traffic using main arterial highways into Crib Point. Truck traffic on the
Dandenong Hastings Road has been a danger for many years. Some years ago on that
highway, an out of control truck collided with two cars, killing a woman ‐my mother‐
and a young man’s wife and only baby. Since then there have been further fatalities.
The road has not been significantly improved and the industrial traffic has increased.
Questions
1. Has AGL provided estimations of the number and type of vehicles that will be
using the main arterial routes into Crib Point, in particular, the Dandenong ‐
Hastings Road?
2. Has AGL addressed the need for improved road conditions to improve the road
safety measures needed to provide for safe driving conditions with increased
industrial traffic associated with the construction of the gas processing facility?

Submission opposing AGL gas facility at Crib Point
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My Family and I respect and enjoy Woolleys Beach coastal almost daily.... Please do
not let this proposal by AGL even be considered!
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As a proud Victorian, I am distressed and dismayed at the proposal to damage
Western Port Bay. Melbourne saw awesome student protests in November 2019
where the young people of Victoria told our government that they demanded action
on climate change and protecting our environment for their generations and
generations of Victorians to follow. Destroying native vegetation along proposed
pipelines, dangerous gas storage and risking the Ramsar Wetlands is a disgrace.
Victorians know the brutal effects of climate change, we remember Black Saturday,
the 2019/2020 summer bushfires and we witness the loss of our beaches - visit
Inverloch when you get a chance. The effect of the climate crisis are already with us,
the Victoria government must not make this worse. The proposal of AGL’s Gas
Import Facility should be refused. The government are caretakers of our
environment, please do your job and protect our environment.
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My submission is more than 500 words, please find it attached. I thank the
Committee for you for assessing the severity of AGLs environmental impact. Kind
Regards, Chris.

AGL EES SUBMISSION 1/2

My name is Christian Cairns and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It's my place of birth, where I've grown up and now is the home of my young family too.
Westernport Bay is a vital part to ourselves and our future. It's our environment and our lives
depend on it's health.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can
contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place
significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among
households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety
and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of
huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the
critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of
seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most
significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the
shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive
mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants
and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import
terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do
not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.

AGL EES SUBMISSION 2/2
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the
legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming by
the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our
environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-tobe stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and
fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to
escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe
levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn
into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped
back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and
more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Christian Cairns
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My name is Roger Anderson and I visit Westernport Bay often. Westernport Bay is a
beautiful natural environment. The water is magnificent, the wetlands are rich and
diverse. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of
issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and
that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. A new fossil fuel project
like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new risks to the
local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to
toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental
fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site.
AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks
and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present
preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent
expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Recent
research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and
enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject
to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In
Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands
which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22
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My name is Bree Colcott and I live in the Westernport Bay area. The most important
part of Western Port Bay is the natural raw landscape, both land and ocean. Wildlife
still takes precedence in our environment, an unspoken and well known rule
respected by all who live here. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access
to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief
experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a
lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. ** please see my full submission in the
attached docx Bree Colcott
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I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. While most seaside towns were
colonized, the bay was mostly left alone leaving a lot of the habitat and wildlife
unharmed, why ruin that in a time where fossil fuels are being fazed out for
renewables? There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable including the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing
would introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These
risks include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility
and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report
K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys
Beach is also close to the site. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent
region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and
wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of
the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. If the project is
approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and
in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue. The electricity generation sector
will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels. Renewable energy has
become the cheapest alternative for new power production.
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My name is Caitlin Coleman and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
It is Melbourne's second nearest bay, but just so different to port Phillip. We need to
retain safety and security for the little habitat we have left in this region. I thank the
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
These times require strong environmental leadership. If the project is approved AGL
could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which
could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases
totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protect
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My name is Leona Twist and I live in the Westernport Bay area. I am 12 years old
and current modelling suggests the planet is likely to suffer massive negative
impacts from global climate change during my lifetime. I enjoy walking on the
boardwalk near Hastings because there is beautiful scenery, barely any noise
pollution and lots of animals and wildlife to admire. I am worried that if the AGL gas
pipeline goes ahead the cooled and chlorinated water they are pumping into the bay
is not what the animals are used and could put their lives in danger. Wetlands are
among the most biodiverse ecosystems on Earth and it is very important that we
look after them so young people like me and future generations will have a
biodiverse Earth to enjoy. Bittern coastal wetlands boardwalk is a stunning walk
featuring beautiful wetlands and mangroves. It is very wildlife rich and you can hear
frogs croaking and birds twittering the whole way along in fact it is home to over
100 different bird species, 13 species of reptiles, 12 species of fish, 22 species of
mammals, and many invertebrates. If the project was approved AGL could dump up
to 468 million litres of chlorinated water each day. They would draw this water from
the Bay and use it to thaw the frozen gas. The water would be chlorinated to destroy
all living material and cooled by around 7 degrees Celsius before being dumped back
into the Bay which would greatly put the wetlands at risk. Wetlands contain a
disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible
for storing between 20-30 per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only
around 5-8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as
Warringine park should be a priority to prevent the release of large quantities of
carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is particularly important as a defence
against the impacts of climate change. Sincerely, Leona Twist
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My name is Anna Linehan and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
We go there for holidays and have for years, we don’t live too far from there and I
believe it’s an important ecosystem in Victoria I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and
Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a
submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a
popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding
areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of
maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable reserve
area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the
strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship
traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Thanks for your time.
Sincerely, Anna Linehan
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My name is Dave Colcott and I live in the Westernport Bay area. We live here. We
use westernport bay every single day. Often 3 or 4 times in a day.Also, it is part of
planet earth. We must do all we can to to preserve it. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry
and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make
a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental
and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of
nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the
most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling com
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India Flint
Mount Pleasant 5235
Australia

www.indiaflint.net

My name is India Flint and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I have fond childhood memories in the region. It has critical bird habitat and is an
area of great natural beauty.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a
signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland.

If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not
meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet.
Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil
carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth.
Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to
prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is
particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly
half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous
quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and
disperse with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
India Flint
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My name is Diane Karitinos, I have lived in Australia since 1960. I arrived in
Melbourne on 9 July 1960 and I visit Westernport Bay often. Westernport bay is
important to me because before lockdown I visited on most weekends, to see the
dolphins, birds, water, and the mangroves. Where I grew up in Greece, we didn't
have such amazing plants. I also like to enjoy lunch along the foreshore. It's not far
from Melbourne and easy to travel to. Westernport bay is very beautiful. I love
walking with my daughter and grandchildren on the beaches, and in the coastal
wetlands and bushland at Woolley's beach Crib Point, the Stony Point pier,
Balnarring beach, Tooradin, and Hastings. I turned 84 in August, and I had planned to
catch the ferry to visit French Island to see the wildlife, except Victoria's stage 4
lockdown stopped me from going. Thank you for the chance to give my opinion.
What worries me most is the impact on our wetlands and wildlife, and what we are
leaving behind for our grandchildren if these places are damaged. I saw people bird
watching at Woolley's beach reserve recently, and they told me they saw many
birds. I love birds. I worry the reserve on either side of the jetty will be damaged,
and that the birds will be impacted. Where will the birds go? Where will we walk to
enjoy such a special experience? Then there are the enormous ships which will
come into Westernport Bay. What will happen to the dolphins? The fish? We eat fish
at Hastings and buy mussels from the fisherman at Flinders pier. How can we
continue to do that if the water they grow in is polluted? I won't buy fish again.
Westernport bay for me has clean air, clean water, it's peaceful, quiet and has
beautiful nature everywhere you look. Please don't spoil it by putting giant ships and
a gas factory there. I found out Westernport is well known around the world as an
important place for birds and wildlife. Please do all you can to protect it. This is the
wrong place for the Andrews government to put a big gas factory. The Andrews
government has done good things for us, but allowing AGL to move into
Westernport bay would be a terrible mistake. I am very worried about Australia's
animals, after the bushfires this year. I feel so stressed by the loss of our animals and
nature. Please think carefully and put AGL somewhere else, not here. Think of our
young Australians. What will be left for them ? Alot of sadness. Thank you.
Sincerely, Diane Karitinos
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1
Merricks North, 22/08/2020
Dear Advisory panel,
My name is Laura Moso. This is the first time I have written a public submission and it’s
something out of my comfort zoom. However, as a local member of the Westernport community,
I feel strongly compelled to represent the voice of the Community. Especially those who won’t
be able to express their opposition due to work and life complications, especially arising during
these stressful times of pandemic. Also acknowledging that the statement is thousands of pages
long.
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of Westernport Bay, War'n Marrin, the Boon
Wurrung people, who are the custodians of this land and whose consultation for Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project, AGLs hasn’t been included.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of this AGL’s project.
There are several issues which make this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that
I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
A couple of centuries since Alexander Humbolt, who would later inspire Darwin’s travels and his
theory of species, would make a groundbreaking statement at the time- ‘We are all part of this
living organism. An obvious statement to these days and yet we seem to ignore - What we do to
nature we do it to ourselves.
We are in a Climate Emergency, declared by the United Nations1, supported by the irrefutable
evidence from all the scientific authorities across world2. If we let greenhouse emissions and
destruction of the environment continue at this rate, we are heading for a dreadful future. A
future which we are already experiencing in the form of unprecedented bushfires, draughts,
floods and a zoonotic disease pandemic.3
After going through the number and magnitude of the immediate effects the AGL Gas plan will
have for us and Westernport Bay, I found in AGL’s report a lack of clarity and dismissed
modelling tracking long term effects.

1

Facts about climate emergency by UN Environment https://www.unenvironment.org/exploretopics/climate-change/facts-about-climate-emergency
2 Climate crisis: 11,000 scientists warn of ‘untold suffering’
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/nov/05/climate-crisis-11000-scientists-warn-of-untoldsuffering
3 Coronavirus Disease 2019 WHO report.
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200423-sitrep-94-covid19.pdf?sfvrsn=b8304bf0_4#:~:text=All%20available%20evidence%20for%20COVID,be%20handled%20b
y%20humans.
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For instance the statement doesn’t identify or acknowledge diatoms, part of the phytoplankton,
which AGL loosely refers to as ‘‘small microorganisms’ which may possibly be absorbed in the
process of liquifying gas.
Diatoms are the primary producers of the ocean and they generate half the atmospheric oxygen
(as much per year as land plants).4, they are responsible for half the world’s carbon
(greenhouse gases) sequestration, and essential for the entire marine ecosystem, as an
essential part of the marine food chain, they maintain ocean life and prevent ocean acidification5
If this project is approved, AGL will dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the
Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on these essential microorganisms,
diatoms, and the marine wildlife.
The impact modelling represented by AGL is not comprehensive enough and in some cases
completely inappropriate. For example, the estatement produces a modelling of the area where
the damage tons of chlorinated water damped on the ocean will happen, to show it won’t reach
the wetlands. However this modeling represents the sea water as a still body, ignoring
Westerport’s tidal currents and water circulation6. AGL hasn’t produced a truthful view of how
the chlorination will affect the surrounding RAMSAR wetlands.
In addition, the current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay (please find clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGLs plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should
not continue.
My other main concern is that AGL hasn’t reported on immediate nor long term health effects
that the construction (noise, dust, traffic) and continual use of the GAS facility will have on the
people over the 24 months of construction and years functioning.
The only monitoring stated by AGL is a visual check by the contractor so there's no definitive
measure to to actually register how bad the dust is. It needs to be a more effective method for
monitoring this. There will be an independent monitoring body by which the government will be
monitoring those admissions, but it doesn't say what they will do with those emissions that are
high enough to impact health, how the risks are going to be monitored and how they are going
to manage compliance and what type of disincentives are in place for AGL to not breach their
own guidelines so in the past and not saying AGL will do this.

4

Critical critters of the ocean: Our precious plankton
https://csiropedia.csiro.au/toxic-plankton-1990/

5

Photophysiological responses of marine diatoms to elevated CO2 and decreased pH: a review

https://www.publish.csiro.au/FP/FP13247
6

Understanding The Westernport Environment
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/sites/default/files/201802/Understanding_the_Western_Port_Environment_0.pdf
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How does AGL’s plan respond to the welfare of the Community?
The only benefit they mention as a purpose of this project is to meet their projected demand of
Gas.
How does it contribute to Victoria’s greenhouse emission reduction plan and the government
strategies to Paris Agreement commitments?
AGL is the largest carbon emitter in the country. 43.1 million tonnes a year. They make up 8.1
per cent of Australia's total emissions.7
Since 2003 AGL has incurred more than $7 million worth of fines, in some cases for deceptive
and misleading behaviour.
In September 2018, AGL was fined a record of almost $3 million by the Victorian Essential
Services Commission for “failing to offset its emission levels” by not handing over 64,000
Energy Efficiency Certificates.
Based on AGL’s poor track record, the several high risks, (most of them unanswered), involved
in their proposal, I believe AG is not fit to build and operate a gas import terminal in Westernport
Bay.
Thank you,
Sincerely,
Laura Moso

7

Australia’s Top Polluter
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/agl-faces-push-to-accelerate-coal-fired-power-exit20200804-p55ikp.html
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I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
This is not the first time that industry has pushed to develop this unique area, and it
is clear that without the restrictions placed on development in the past through
Ramsar and other Environmental protections we may have lost what is there today.
My name is Carolyn Ingvarson and I care about Westernport Bay. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would
introduce new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks
include exposing people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and
increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K.
The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach
is also close to the site. AGL has completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable
to present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory
birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport
Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and
fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. Small marine organisms which make up the
foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most
impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into
the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The

impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn
into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would
be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further affecting
marine wildlife.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases
totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and
the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees
Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from
fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered
fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business.
Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded
assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with what we
need to do to create a safe climate. AGL is attempting to re-invent itself as an
organisation that is concerned to build its renewables base and demonstrate it cares
about the planet's heath. This proposal undermines that position.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely, Carolyn Ingvarson
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sustainable energy. We only got one planet earth in the universe. Why to destroy it
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My name is Emilie Alciato and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
I care about an healthy environment, healthy wildlife, healthy oceans. I believe with the knowledge we
have now about the impacts of our acts on the environment, human beings and leaders should feel
responsible and seriously address those issues and look for alternative ways to reduce the need of
using gas and resource sustainable energy. We only got one planet earth in the universe. Why to
destroy it and destroy us with it?
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under
its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing people to toxic
hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of accidental fire and explosion as
noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and
Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk
assessments on these risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to
provide final risk assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers
and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which
allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds
which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be
protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The EES submitted by AGL grossly underestimates the potential for reducing our demand for gas in
Victoria. Victoria could reduce its gas consumption by between 98 and 113 petajoules by 2030 through
using existing technology and targeted economic support according to a recent report written by
energy consultants Northmore Gordon. With the right government policies Victoria could meet its
energy needs without new gas including new gas fields or gas import terminals like that proposed by
AGL for Westernport Bay. These measures will lower energy costs for consumers and reduce emissions
under most scenarios. This is the case even when a lot of our electricity is generated by fossil fuels but
will become even cheaper and less polluting as more of our electricity is generated through
renewables.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into
the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be
significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This
enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with
the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local
community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Emilie Alciato
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I think the damage to wildlife and the environment in my area will be terribly
impacted by this decision.
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My name is Linda Dean and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay. This
is a unique area, with a shallow bay that houses much in the way of both flora and
fauna. In a world where ravaging the sea is almost a fait accompli, this is an
opportunity to not leave a pristine bay open to a potential environmental disaster.
Linda Dean
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SUBMISSION ON GAS IMPORT JETTY AND GAS PIPELINE PROJECT ‐ 23.08.2020
I am making this submission because I care about the environment in Westernport Bay and am
concerned about its future. It is undoubtably a beautiful and unspoiled bay, rich in extremely
ecologically important and valuable mangroves which must not be destroyed for man-made
infrastructure. I love the peaceful beaches along around Somers and very much enjoy this quieter
part of the Mornington Peninsula.
There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal for a gas import terminal
unacceptable under its current form. I am most concerned about the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife and marine ecosystems.
The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage
and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. A couple of years ago I had the good
fortune of seeing a Red capped Plover near Coolart on Somers Beach - it is the smallest of the
beach nesting birds which forage around the sea-grass mats that cover much of the Western Port
Beaches. They even have their own ‘Friends’ group on the peninsula - it is unthinkable that their
habitat could be at threat from industrialization.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of
the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to
build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments
in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland.
I have heard that if the project is approved, AGL could dump significant amounts of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining
the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal
requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil carbon despite
occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as
Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in
Westernport Bay. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound
would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would
affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point. I believe that much of our marine environment
is affected by human activities and that some of our marine creatures are in danger of becoming
extinct.

As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to
ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport
Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import
jetty and gas pipeline project.
Thank you,
Genevieve Bond
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My name is Gayle Ebery and I live in the Westernport Bay area. I understood
Westernport has protection status of National park and Ramsar wetland. It just
doesn’t make sense that Australia would risk it all. It makes no sense to import a
product we actually export, to return it to the gas that is mined here in Australia! I
thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues
which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area
around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the
reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL
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Your submission: My name is AngelA Hodgkiss and I care about the environment in
Westernport Bay. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and
reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation v

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

650

Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

Pat Macwhirter

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:

3300 South Gippsland Highway Koo Wee Rup

AGL_submission.d

Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

My name is Pat Macwhirter and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Westernport
Bay is critical habitat for many threatened Australian and migratory species of
marine and terrestrial birds and animals. It is a spiritually inspiring place close to
busy Melbourne where connections with nature can be renewed. I thank the Crib
Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Prot

My name is Pat Macwhirter and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport Bay is critical habitat for many threatened Australian and migratory species of marine
and terrestrial birds and animals. It is a spiritually inspiring place close to busy Melbourne where
connections with nature can be renewed.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the communities
who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental
distress and environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas.
This can detrimentally impact on the long‐term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to
noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of
noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism‐dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and
an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay ‐ clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
The electricity generation sector will play a key role in the transition away from fossil fuels.
Renewable energy has become the cheapest alternative for new power production. This holds true
even when renewables are backed with 6 hours of storage to guarantee that renewable energy can
be delivered when required according to the Australian Energy Market Operator and CSIRO. The fact
that firmed renewables will displace gas is becoming increasingly accepted in the energy markets.
This year AEMO adjusted its Victorian GPG annual consumption forecast for the 2014 to 2039 period.

They now assume that gas consumption will be dramatically below what was previously thought due
to a higher penetration of renewables than previously forecast.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine wildlife.
AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise in Westernport
Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced
by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would
elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area. The noise
would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby which would affect the
important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Pat Macwhirter

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES

651

Request to be heard?: No - but please email me a
Full Name:

Merrilyn Newnham

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:
Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

My name is Merrilyn Newnham and I care about the environment in Westernport
Bay. Westernport Bay is the undeveloped jewell of the Mornington Peninsula with a
biodiverse environment including birds and sea life. It should stay that way to
enhance tourism and liveability. The project will scar the environment and destroy
tourism I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of
issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and
that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture
and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be
protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather than
being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed
by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater
wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands
worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as we face the
climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed
by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases
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My name is Pamela Green and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
Westernport Bay is a wetland sanctuary and needs to stay that way. We need to
change to renewable energy, not use more dirty gas.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for
the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and
visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the
loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes
that there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors
will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a
result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales
as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of
Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as
a popular tourist destination.
Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to capture and store large
amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should be protected and enhanced
for their role in the fight against climate change rather than being subject to potentially
damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have
already bulldozed or drained most of our freshwater wetlands which has contributed to
the loss of approximately 35 per cent of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We
cannot afford to lose any more as we face the climate crisis.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is
so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine
life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and
in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the
discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause
22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been
unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact

assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements
this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future
but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius
of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels.
The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel
projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations like
AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting consumers to move away
from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas
import terminal is not consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like
plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they
would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to
chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half
a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This enormous quantity of
colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the
current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact
on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There
are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we
meet our energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the
unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Pamela Green
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My name is Nerida Melsmith and I live in the Westernport Bay area. The
biodiversity of the Westernport Bay maintains an international species of birdlife
travelling from far corners of the globe, affecting this will affect bird populations
from afar. The penguin and seal populations are dependant on this Bay I thank the
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both
the mental and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential
loss of nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia has committed
to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the
maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If
the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environme
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My name is Madeleine Grimes and I have family and friends who live in Westernport
Bay.
I grew up down the coast until I was 18 years old. My whole family live and work
down there and I visit every month. It’s such an important place because of this and
also because of the beautiful natural environment down there.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning
for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which
should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to
in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the negative impact on
greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People
come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right
whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation
of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and
Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with
the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory
birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport
Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and
fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current
Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy
(Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws.
Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not

meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet.
Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30 per cent of global soil
carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth.
Protecting wetlands such as Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to
prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is
particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the area.
The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging nearby
which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or
the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Madeleine Grimes
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My name is Andrea Dunkley and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Home to many species of marine life and other creatures who live in the
surrounding area. Money would be better spent on renewable energy sources. We
must put the health of the planet first. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access
to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief
experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a
lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to
capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should
be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468
million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we
meet our energy needs.
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As the owner of the property at
, Merricks Beach, I oppose
AGL’s project for all of the reasons articulated by the Mornington Peninsular Shire
Council. The environmental risks far outweigh the likely economic benefits. AGL’s
proposal should be rejected,
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My name is Claire Thorn and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Western Port Bay is
at the end of my street. It is the place I go for peace and comfort. In Corona times it
has been very important to my mental health and wellbeing. The sound of the
waves, the beauty of the water and beaches and the clean air. I know that natural
environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of the
communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and
preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import
terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and
the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue. Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the
ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted by this
proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake
and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is likely to be
significant. Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project.
As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable,
options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without
exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which
depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm. Claire Thorn
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My name is Emily Langdon and I visit Westernport Bay often. It only is it a beautiful
landscape and one that deserves to be protected it has an important environmental
impact on our country. It provides vital wildlife habitat, as well as ecosystems that
we don’t have the luxury of destroying I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access
to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief
experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a
lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.

My name is Emily Langdon and I visit Westernport Bay often.
It only is it a beautiful landscape and one that deserves to be protected it has an
important environmental impact on our country. It provides vital wildlife habitat,
as well as ecosystems that we don’t have the luxury of destroying
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of
issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and
that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical health of
the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access to green
spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief experienced by
communities who place significance on these areas. This can detrimentally impact
on the long‐term mental health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and
light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep
and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to
focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased prevalence of
mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism‐dependent region in all of Australia.
People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern
Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land
and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including
migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange‐Bellied Parrot. Half of the
Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for
prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in
Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The
shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand.
Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and
animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas
import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated
water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine
wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed

by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation
value areas like Westernport Bay ‐ clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these
laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently
does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant
future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several
degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we do not curb our
emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of renewables and energy storage
has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to our environment but also bad
business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in renewables and
supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon‐to‐be
stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent with
what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect
marine wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline
studies of the noise in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of
noise in Westernport Bay itself nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even
with these inadequate studies the EES states that underwater sound would elicit
behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the communication of whales in the
area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine animals from foraging
nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined
above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be
unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can
pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem,
or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Emily Langdon
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My name is Clare Armstrong and I visit Westernport Bay often. Westernport Bay is a
beautiful natural environment and has largely been untouched by the development
that has occurred across the peninsula. I believe it should stay that way. The impact
of this project on the wildlife and the bay will be devastating I thank the Crib Point
Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to
make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area around Crib Point
jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions
because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay
and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive
ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of
increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass
surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far
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My name is Helen Foster and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
Western Port is home to beautiful mangroves and heaps of bird and wildlife. We have sailed
around Western Port many times and always love seeing seals, pelicans and all the wildlife.
The tidal changes revealing mangroves and crabs are beautiful too.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas
import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife.
A new fossil fuel project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce
new risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes to the
import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the site. AGL
have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these risks and have
deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to present preliminary studies
and the EES should not continue until we have an independent expert to provide final risk
assessments.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to
see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the
form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the
beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and
water which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is
made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and
protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an
extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible
array of plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into
the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much
we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in
Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some
cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State

Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts
to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan
currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the distant future but a
dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track for several degrees Celsius of warming
by the end of the century if we do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting
costs of renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not only a threat to
our environment but also bad business. Corporations like AGL should be investing more in
renewables and supporting consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in
soon-to-be stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not consistent
with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
It is concerning to see the lack of credible assessments on how noise would affect marine
wildlife. AGL acknowledge in their EES that there have been no baseline studies of the noise
in Westernport Bay. They have also not tested the impact of noise in Westernport Bay itself
nor the noise produced by a berthed FSRU. Even with these inadequate studies the EES
states that underwater sound would elicit behavioural changes in dolphins and mask the
communication of whales in the area. The noise would also deter fish and other marine
animals from foraging nearby which would affect the important ecosystem around Crib Point.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the
Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many
other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our
energy needs without exposing the precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique
wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Helen Foster
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My name is Jessica Dinan and I live in the Westernport Bay area. The bay provides
my family so much joy. We spend a lot of time with our 3 young children in the
westernport area learning and caring for the beautiful environment and the impact
this would gave us huge. Let alone the dangers involved to the communit. I thank
the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should
deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my
submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on the local
community. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and
physical health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature
and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental
grief experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a
lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise
use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological
character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate
a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in
Victoria and an internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL
could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which
could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases
totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay. Yours sincerely,
Jessica
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My name is Camilla Lazzar and I live in the Westernport Bay area. It is the food bowl
of the seas. So many breeding estuaries that are so important to the coastal
environment. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and
reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The
impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate.
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23rd August 2020

My name is Bek Thompson and I have lived in the Western Port Bay area my whole life. My family before me have been here for
generations and were in fact among the first settlers in the area. As such, I feel deeply connected to not only the natural environment and
wildlife of the area, but also its rich history.
I grew up in Tuerong, then lived in Crib Point for 10 years before moving to Shoreham. Over the last 41 years I have frequented the
bay and coastline for surfng, swimming, camping, sailing and bushwalking. Not only does the bay provide the local community and
tourists with amazing oppotunities for recreation, it is a unique and beautiful natural environment which should be conserved for future
generations to enjoy.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact
on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and surrounding
areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not
a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean
boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased
shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay
in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent
with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It
is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State
Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor
impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30
per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as
Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This is
particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted
by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far
above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further
affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious
wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Bek Thompson
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23rd August 2020

My name is Paul Thompson and I live in Shoreham.
I lived in Crib Point for 10 years before moving to Shoreham, and over the last 40 years I have frequented the bay and coastline for
surfng, swimming, camping, sailing and bushwalking. Not only does the bay provide the local community and tourists with amazing
oppotunities for recreation, it is a unique and beautiful natural environment which should be conserved for future generations to enjoy.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem
this proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the reserve and
surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise.The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion
zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the
impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay
in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent
with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is
inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife.There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life
in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore,
current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the
poor impact assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not continue.
Wetlands contain a disproportionate amount of the soil carbon on our planet. Wetlands are responsible for storing between 20 and 30
per cent of global soil carbon despite occupying only around 5 and 8 per cent of the surface of the Earth. Protecting wetlands such as
Westernport Bay Ramsar site should be a priority to prevent the release of vast quantities of carbon pollution to the atmosphere. This
is particularly important as a defense against the impacts of climate change.
Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish eggs - would be the most impacted
by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far
above safe levels. The impact is likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day. This
enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse with the current thereby further
affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There
are many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Paul Thompson

