Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management Plan
Discussion Guide 7: Recreation Activities

In partnership with Traditional Owner groups, Parks Victoria is preparing a new
management plan for the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape, an area
that covers the Grampians National Park and adjacent parks and reserves.
The new management plan will underpin strategic planning for the Greater
Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape over the next 15 years to ensure that precious
environmental and cultural values of this iconic landscape are preserved for
future generations to enjoy.
Background

Legislation and policy

The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape has long
been a popular destination for nature-based recreation.
The landscape provides the setting for a wide variety of
recreation that forms part of the broader visitor experience,
ranging from short walks, hiking and camping to scenic
driving and 4WD touring.

The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape
Management Plan is being developed with respect to
several pieces of legislation, including the National Parks
Act 1975 (Vic.), the National Parks (Park) Regulations 2003,
the Forests Act 1958 (Vic.), the Land Act 1958 (Vic.) and
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 (Vic.), Victorian Aboriginal
Heritage Act 2006, and the Native Title Act 1993 (Cwlth).

Recreation is undertaken largely in a self-reliant manner,
while some take place in larger, organised groups.
Importantly, many activities are run through licensed tour
operators that support a significant tourism industry.
Sustainable, nature-based recreation is at the core of Parks
Victoria’s Healthy Parks Healthy People approach to land
management, reflecting scientific evidence and generations
of traditional knowledge showing that spending time in
nature is good for people’s physical, mental, social and
spiritual health. Recreation activities play a key role in
getting people outdoors in nature.

The management framework developed for recreation
activities in the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape
will need to comply with relevant legislation, and be
implemented with consideration of other government
strategy and policy documents.

Recreation activities for this landscape are broadly
categorised as:
•
Nature-based activities, which have a strong focus
on the natural setting
•
Adventure-based activities, where visitors are
attracted by the activity itself
•
Vehicle-based activities, which combine passive and
active recreation but require access by a vehicle.
•
Other/Emerging activities.
This Discussion Guide is intended to ask questions and
generate discussion about the type, location and extent
of recreation activities that should be undertaken in the
Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape.

Related Discussion Guides
•

Discussion Guide 6: Visitor Experience

•

Discussion Guide 8: Roads and Access

•

Discussion Guide 9: Rock Climbing Activity

Current management approaches
In planning for the type, location and extent of recreation
activities, a balance is sought between protecting cultural
and natural values with a range of factors including
individuals’ needs and aspirations, broader community
desires, external influences and available financial resources.
The principles of equity, diversity, quality and sustainability
are key to strategic planning, as is a consideration for
recreation trends and threats such as climate change.
The existing management plans for the Grampians
National Park (2003) and Black Range State Park (1998)
outline the current recreational activities provided for in
the parks and use of park management zones to specify
allowable activities and uses, including Conservation
and Recreation Zones, Special Protection Areas and
Recreation Development Zones. Parks Victoria has also
developed operational guidelines, like the Visitor Experience
Framework, to ensure activities are sustainably planned,
designed and managed.
For group activities, the Australian Adventure Activity
Standard and related Good Practice Guides provide a
voluntary good-practice framework for the safe and
responsible planning and delivery of outdoor adventure
activities with dependent participants. They have been
developed by Outdoors Victoria and an official launch of all
the documents will occur in September 2019. Pre-release
of some information is available at http://australianaas.org.
au/
Parks Victoria also has cooperative agreements with a
range of peak recreational bodies to provide better and
sustainable experiences in parks and reserves. These
include with: Four Wheel Drive Victoria, Australian Deer
Association, Sporting Shooters Association, Mountain Bike
Australia, Bushwalking Victoria, and Field & Game .

Questions being considered
•

What are the new and emerging types of recreation
activities that visitors may want to pursue in the
Grampians? How should these be managed?

•

What recreation activities pose a risk to conservation
and cultural assets?

•

Are there recreational activities that need to be
separated for safety or other reasons?

•

How should public safety be balanced with access for
recreation?

•

How can land managers and recreational users/groups
collaborate on park management?

•

Can research and technology better support how
recreation activities are catered for and managed and
how?

•

How can recreational users be better educated about
the impact of some recreation activities?

•

How can all-abilities recreation be better supported?

•

How should climate change be considered when
planning for and managing recreation activities?

Further reading
•
•
•

Government of Victoria DSE 2002 Policy for Sustainable
Recreation and Tourism on Victoria’s Public Land 2002.
Parks Victoria 2005 The Value of Parks - The economic
value of three of Victoria’s national parks.
Parks Forum 2008 The Value of Parks - Inspire, Refresh,
Conserve, Protect, Play. Rights strengthen Gunditjmara
identity - Talking Native Title - National Native Title
Tribunal

Have questions or want to learn more about
this project, contact us below:
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Website:
https://engage.vic.gov.au/grampians-management-plan
Email: parkplan@parks.vic.gov.au
Phone: 131963

