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The Victorian Government is developing the Shepparton Education Plan, a long term plan
to transform education in Shepparton and help young people get the best start in life.
The plan will look at how we can improve education in Shepparton, from early learning,
through primary and secondary school, and further education.
Our first step towards writing the plan was to
talk to you, the Shepparton community.
In June, we asked you what are the key
challenges facing young people in Shepparton,
and how can we improve education outcomes.
Here is a snapshot of our three week formal
consultation process:
•

we ran nine workshops and meetings, which
saw more than 200 community members
attend, including students, parents,
teachers, early learning centre staff and
community groups

•

185 people filled out an online survey

•

we received more than 4,750 individual
comments, which we read and grouped
into themes.

This fact sheet is designed to give you a short
summary of the key findings. You can access
the full report and project updates at
www.engage.vic.gov.au/
SheppartonEducationPlan

What we heard
•

We need to change the current
approach to education in
Shepparton

•

Shepparton kids are facing a large
range of complicated issues – more
than just school

•

For change to happen it will take the
whole community to get involved

•

You want young people to aim high

“This is our once in a life time
opportunity to offer something
meaningful to our children that
demonstrates we care about how
they develop to be productive
members of our community now
and into the future.”
- Online survey participant

The ideas you suggested

Making sure parents, students and everyone
who lives in Shepparton believes learning is
important and helps kids do their best.
This is about:

Giving students a broad range of skills,
experiences and options for the future.
This is about:
•

ensuring every child knows how to read,
write and do maths.

•

making learning fun and interesting

•

teaching kids ‘real-life’ skills

•

promoting programs like VET and VCAL

helping young people stay in school and
be more connected with the community

•

supporting young people with disability.

helping kids believe in themselves and
strive to aim higher.

Looking after our kids – knowing when
students need help and providing the right
kind of help for different needs.

•

making sure kids are attending early
learning centres, kinder and school

•

communicating with parents

•

having discussions with children about
what they will do after school

•
•

Everyone needs to work together to make
sure kids have the best start in life.

This is about:
•

making sure children are happy and
healthy – encouraging healthy eating
and exercise

•

having community services available at
schools

•

providing in-school support for students
with disability

•

local vocational education providers and
universities offering courses that help
students get jobs in Shepparton

making sure kids are OK – that they feel
happy and safe at school

•

allowing teachers to act with compassion
to students from difficult circumstances

supporting students as they move
through each stage of education.

•

being proud of all the different cultures
and backgrounds in the Shepparton
community

•

understanding Indigenous culture and
history, and the different traditions of all
the people who live in Shepparton

•

flexible and individual learning programs
that give students the opportunity to
learn in a way that best suits them.

This is about:
•

schools sharing information, teaching
ideas or materials, and stopping
‘competition’ between local schools

•

business and schools working together to
create opportunities for kids when they
leave school

•

•
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Providing the kind of help people in
Shepparton need and making sure kids are
going to school and kinder.
This is about:

Ensuring all schools in Shepparton are of a
high quality.
This is about:
•

changing the way people think about
Shepparton schools, and individual
school reputations

assisting families finding it hard to pay
for the things their children need to do
well at school, like uniforms, transport,
excursions, music classes and sports

•

looking at how the secondary schools
are structured – do we need four
secondary schools that all teach the
same subjects?

•

improving the school bus network so
students can get to school

•

•

helping people stay in Shepparton and
making the community stronger.

making sure there are options for
those young people who need more
individualised learning options.

•

making sure kids are going to kinder and
school every day

•

Making Shepparton’s schools great.
This is about:
•

upgrading the school buildings,
particularly the local secondary schools

•

making sure schools are equipped with
the technology for 21st century learning

•

giving kids variety in learning, with an
emphasis on getting outside and being
active.

Helping teachers do the best job they can,
and making sure great teachers want to
teach in Shepparton.
This is about:
•

making sure Shepparton’s schools have
great teachers, who care about their
students and make learning interesting
and fun

•

finding ways to make sure disruptive
student behaviour doesn’t affect other
students’ learning.

Find out more
Visit www.engage.vic.gov.au/SheppartonEducationPlan to:
-

download the full report

-

sign up for project updates

-

learn about our next round of engagement, which will focus on secondary schools.
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In June, we asked what are the best ways to overcome the challenges
facing young people in Shepparton.

You had a lot to say. Your ideas fell under the following themes:

What’s next

Contact us

We have a committee of local educators and
community members overseeing the drafting
of the Shepparton Education Plan. They
have read the detailed findings from the
community engagement process.

You can contact the
Victorian School Building Authority via:

We’re also working with local students,
principals and teachers and asking them
what they think we need to do to improve
education in Shepparton.
Based on your feedback, and input from
local and international expert educators,
we have come up with some ideas for the
Shepparton Education Plan.
We have some big ideas, and we want to
know what you think.
Visit www.engage.vic.gov.au/
SheppartonEducationPlan

Email: vsba@edumail.vic.gov.au
Phone: 1800 896 950
Weekdays from 9am to 5pm
/victorianschoolbuild
@VICSchoolBuild
www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au
For information in your language,
please call the Victorian School
Building Authority’s translation
service on 03 9280 0712.

