Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management Plan
Discussion Guide 4: Environment, Catchment and Climate Change

In partnership with Traditional Owner groups, Parks Victoria is preparing a new
management plan for the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape, an area
that covers the Grampians National Park and adjacent parks and reserves.
The new management plan will underpin strategic planning for the Greater
Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape over the next 15 years to ensure that precious
environmental and cultural values of this iconic landscape are preserved for
future generations to enjoy.
Background
The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape takes in
a large mountainous area, including many different
ecosystems, outstanding geological formations and
landscapes. The Grampians National Park which covers
most of the landscape area, is an iconic, heritage-listed park
known for its spectacular landforms and diverse, endemic
flora.
The biodiverse species that call the Grampians home are:
975 plants (representing about one-third of the state’s
flora), 36 mammals, 230 birds, 12 amphibians, 36 reptiles,
5 fish, 6 freshwater crustaceans, 137 mosses, 54 liverworts,
500 fungi and 75 terrestrial orchids.
Of these, there are:
• 23 flora species listed under the Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act), with eight also listed
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) including Grampians
Bitter-pea, Spiral Sun-orchid and Grampians Riceflower.
•

33 fauna species listed under the FFG Act, with 10
species also listed under the EPBC Act including,
Glenelg Spiny-crayfish, Smoky Mouse, Southern Brown
Bandicoot and Long-nosed potoroo.

Water catchments within the landscape provide important
resources for communities and agriculture beyond park
boundaries and are protected under the schedules of the
Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994.

The effects of climate change are already being experienced
within the landscape, with the fire, floods, higher average
temperatures and reduced rainfall impacting the health of
ecosystems. Parks Victoria supports government efforts to
develop a robust approach to climate change adaptation,
which is critical for securing a healthy and prosperous
future for all Victorians. The Climate Change Adaptation
Plan 2017–2020 outlines a plan of action for the challenges
and opportunities presented by climate change.
This Discussion Guide is intended to ask questions
and generate discussion about how the environment,
catchment and climate change should be managed across
the Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) landscape.

Legislation and policy
The Greater Gariwerd (Grampians) Landscape Management
Plan is being developed with respect to several pieces of
legislation, including the National Parks Act 1975 (Vic.),
the National Parks (Park) Regulations 2003, the Forests
Act 1958 (Vic.), the Land Act 1958 (Vic.), Crown Land
(Reserves) Act 1978 (Vic.), Climate Change Act (2017),
Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, and the Native Title
Act 1993 (Cwlth).
The framework for managing environment, catchment and
climate change in the landscape must comply with relevant
legislation, and with consideration of other government
strategy and policy documents.

Related Discussion Guides
•

Discussion Guide 3: Cultural Landscape, Living Heritage

•

Discussion Guide 5: Fire Management

Current management approaches

Questions being considered
•

Which ecosystems and habitats should have the
greatest management focus?

•

Which flora or fauna species or communities should
have the greatest management focus?

•

Which geology and landscape features should have the
greatest management focus?

•

Which natural values and environmental threats are the
most important indicators of ecosystem health?

The existing management plans for the Grampians National
Park Management Plan (2003) and Black Range State
Park (1998) outline a number of strategies to support the
natural values of the landscape. These include protection
of threatened species, environmental monitoring, the use
of management zones, protection of catchment and water
values and reducing the impacts of pest plants and animals
and diseases.

•

What are the most serious threats to the natural values
in the Grampians landscape?

•

How can we integrate traditional ecological knowledge
and ensure that Traditional Owner knowledge is
respected?

•

How do we balance visitor experiences and recreation
with protecting the natural values of the Grampians
landscape?

Parks Victoria has also recently published a Grampians
Conservation Action Plan 2018, which outlines aims for
the landscape’s ecosystems over the next 15 years. Fire
management plays a key role in achieving many of the aims
and addressing many of the threats that are outlined in the
conservation plan.

•

What are the key climate change trends that needs to
be considered for managing this landscape?

•

How can the community assist in the management and
monitoring of climate change impacts?

•

How should the importance of the landscape’s natural
values be communicated to visitors?

In planning for the environment, catchment and
climate change strategies need to be based on a sound
understanding of the natural values and ecological
processes that occur across the landscape, as well as the
impact of existing and potential threats to those values. This
knowledge, together with legislative and policy directions,
forms the basis for developing clear long-term management
strategies to guide the day-to-day management actions and
future research priorities.

Further reading
•
•
•

Conservation Action Plan for Parks and Reserves
Managed by Parks Victoria – Grampians (Gariwerd)
2019 parkweb.vic.gov.au
Grampians National Park Management Plan 2003
parkweb.vic.gov.au
Protecting Victoria’s Environment - Biodiversity 2037
www.environment.vic.gov.au

•

Have questions or want to learn more about
this project, contact us below:
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Website:
https://engage.vic.gov.au/grampians-management-plan
Email: parkplan@parks.vic.gov.au
Phone: 131963

