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With the initial works program coming to an
end, Parks Victoria is moving towards
ongoing management and monitoring with a
strong focus on weed control and grass
maintenance.
All project information remains available on
the Engage Victoria Haining Farm webpage
at: www.engage.vic.gov.au/haining-farm.

Weed control

Asbestos removal
Works to remove Asbestos Containing Material
(ACM) has continued with the removal of the last
two major areas of surface fragments. The works
included sifting large piles of material to remove
the ACM fragments and dispose of them in
accordance with all relevant regulations.
Comprehensive air monitoring was undertaken
during the sifting to ensure it was undertaken
safely.

The high rainfall over summer has helped the
planted vegetation to establish well. However, it
has had a similar effect on the many weeds at the
site. Parks Victoria has directed immediate
resources to control the high priority weeds at the
site using specialist contractors. Additional weed
control will also be undertaken at the site using
Parks Victoria staff.
It is anticipated that once the planted trees and
shrubs have established and grown above the
weed layer, they will outcompete the weeds and
minimal weed control will be required.

Pest animal control
In September 2019, Parks Victoria undertook a
pest animal monitoring program to determine
whether pest animals were entering the site. The
monitoring occurred over 3 months and resulted
in minimal sightings. There were some sightings of
rabbits and a fox, both along the Yarra River.

Sifting method used to remove debris including
ACM fragments

Bushfire mitigation works
The implementation of the bushfire mitigation
measures continued to the end of 2019 with the
completion of the artificial wetland and the
planting of the open woodland buffer.

In response to the monitoring program, a pest
animal control program was also undertaken. The
program did not result in the capture of any pest
animals and this is likely due to their low numbers
at the site.

The artificial wetland was completed in November
2019 and is functioning well and periodically
holding water. The revegetation within the
wetlands is also responding well and growth rates
continue to exceed expectations.

Future pest animal control will be undertaken as
the vegetation establishes further and native
animals start to move into the area.

The mixed species of trees in the open woodland
buffer were chosen by the community following a
community engagement process in 2018. The
established trees have responded well to the site.

Frog monitoring

The open woodland trees are establishing well

The remaining bushfire mitigation measures that
were described within the Haining Farm Bushfire
Mitigation Measures document are 2 additional
road crossings from Don Road and one water
access point to the Yarra River. These works are
on track to be delivered in early 2020.

Greening Australia hosted a frog census education
event in spring. The census included a frog expert
from Melbourne Water to help identify the calls.
The following seven species were confirmed as
living in the wetland cells:
 Eastern Common Froglet
 Eastern Banjo Frog
 Whistling Tree Frog
 Spotted Marsh Frog
 Stripped March Frog
 Peron's Tree Frog
 Southern Brown Tree Frog

Ongoing management
Throughout the various community engagement
processes undertaken to determine the future of
Haining Farm, the community were most
concerned about the ongoing management of the
site, particularly weed control and ensuring that
the open grassy areas did not become long
unmaintained dry grasses over summer. Parks
Victoria is currently monitoring the grass length to
determine the most appropriate mowing regime
over summer and throughout the year.

Fog census around the wetland cells
Bird monitoring at the site continues and is now a
monthly activity, with dozens of different species
now being recorded.

What next?
Over the coming months, the following works will
occur:

Grass management in the north east corner
Parks Victoria is building a strong picture of what
is required to maintain this new park into the
future. Regular resources have been allocated to
undertake a variety of tasks including weed
control and grass slashing using both internal staff
and contractors.



Construction of the two Don Rd vehicle
crossings (commencing 12th Feb).



Construction of the Yarra River water access
point for firefighting vehicles.



Installation of directional signage to support
emergency access.



Ongoing slashing and weed control.

If you would like to be contacted about activities
happening at Haining Farm or be put on the
mailing list to receive future newsletters by email,
please send us a message.
For further information please call 13 1963 or
email hainingplan@parks.vic.gov.au.

