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The transformation of Haining Farm
continues with improved access points
across the Don River and revegetation of the
wetland cells.
We have been delayed slightly due to the
discovery of additional asbestos containing
materials, but we are working to get back on
track as quickly as possible.
All project information remains available on
the Engage Victoria Haining Farm webpage
at: www.engage.vic.gov.au/haining-farm.
Concrete frames were poured onsite

Asbestos removal
As part of the redevelopment of Haining Farm,
much of the irrigation infrastructure was
identified as asbestos and subsequently removed.
Recent construction works have exposed more
asbestos pipe fragments requiring removal.
Parks Victoria has paused ground works while this
material is removed. This will be undertaken by
licensed asbestos removalists and supervised by
an occupational hygienist. All asbestos removal
will be undertaken in accordance with Worksafe
regulations.

Bushfire mitigation measures
Parks Victoria has completed the construction of
two new bridges across the Don River as part of
the implementation of the Haining Farm Bushfire
Mitigation Measures report.
The new bridges have been built to accommodate
a Unimog, which is larger than a tanker, and both
have been given the tick of approval by an
engineer.

A firefighting Unimog

The additional bushfire mitigation measures that
have been finalised so far include:
• Internal track network of 6.3km for tankers
and maintenance vehicles, using 5,623
tonnes of crushed rock;
• 5 new culverts to improve access around the
site;
• The south-west 20m turning bay for tankers;
• 2 overtaking bays.

Parks Victoria is currently in the final stages of
obtaining planning approval for the two new
crossings on Don Road. This work is also an
important aspect of the bushfire mitigation
measures.
The internal track network for bushfire mitigation
will also provide important recreation
opportunities to the local and broader
community.

Revegetation success
Planting is continuing throughout Haining Farm,
most recently completing the majority of
revegetation of the wetland cells. These areas
should establish quickly with the recent rain.
The growth rate of plants that were put in prior to
Christmas continues to surprise everyone. Despite
only being five months old, many are six feet high
already! Greening Australia are monitoring the
health of these plants over time so that they can
continually improve restoration approaches.

Fantastic old trees line the two rivers

Community participation
During Autumn, Greening Australia has run
several community activities, including a planting
event for the Don Valley Community and a talk by
Birdlife Australia’s Yarra Valley branch, who have
conducted surveys on site.
Birdlife has identified fifty bird species to date,
and we have also discovered several frog species
with the assistance of the local community.
Greening Australia will continue to run events for
the community at Haining Farm over the coming
year. For more information visit Greening
Australia’s website at:
www.greeningaustralia.org.au/projects/hainingfarm.

What next
The next few months should be wetter and a little
quieter at the farm, but the following will be
continuing:
Measuring some of the amazing eucalypt growth

The removal of more internal fencing has also
helped show off the majesty of some of the old
giants growing on site.

•
•
•
•

Further planting of the revegetation areas
Asbestos removal
Continued slashing and spraying
Pest animal control

For further information please call 13 1963 or
email info@parks.vic.gov.au.

