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I HAVE UPLOADED MY SUBMISSION.

VENETO CLUB SUBMISSION TO PLANNING PANELS VICTORIA
Re: Impact of the North East Link Project on the Veneto Club
1. Executive Summary
The purpose of this submission is to ask Planning Panels Victoria (PPV) to consider the
impact of the North East Link Project (NELP) on the Veneto Club (VC), specifically the impact
of losing access to the front football oval at Bulleen Park, used for training 3 nights/13.5
hours per week and potentially losing access to the two football (soccer) pitches in the
Bulleen Park precinct, used for training and weekend games up to 6 days/35 hours per week.
We request the PPV consider that the VC is home to a 4000 strong soccer community
represented by FC Bulleen Lions (FCBL) and Templestowe United FC (TUFC), who will merge
back into one club by the end of 2019. Over 900 registered soccer players and their families
make their way to the VC/Bulleen Park precinct during a typical week of a soccer season.
It is therefore critical that FCBL/TUFC keep as many players (and their families) within close
proximity to the VC venue during and after NELP because the VC is a community hub where
the families are able to enjoy the VC’s other facilities (e.g. Gym, Tennis, Basketball, Futsal,
Squash, Bocce, etc.) and/or gather for quality time together over a drink/meal in the Bistro
before, during and after training and games. There is no other sports and entertainment
venue in the area that can provide this experience in the one location.
To achieve this we firstly propose that the grass pitch at the VC be rebuilt as a synthetic pitch
with appropriate lighting to increase capacity from 30 hours to 45 hours per week. The
capacity of the amenities would also need to be scoped and addressed to cater for extra
people / teams within the VC venue. For example; the change rooms would need to be
upgraded/expanded, additional car parking spaces would also be required and safety fencing
along the creek side would need to be addressed while maintaining drive way access to the
rear of the VC property.
Secondly, we would support the City of Manningham’s (CoM) master plan proposal for a
new sporting facility (including soccer pitches) at the Driving Range site on Templestowe Rd.
Although an upgrade to the grass pitch at the VC will help, it will not be enough capacity to
compensate for the loss of the front football oval as a training facility (See Appendix 1). The
front Football Oval space is larger than 2 standard size soccer pitches combined.
The VC (FCBL/TUFC) want to retain the 2 soccer pitches at Bulleen Park but if this is in
jeopardy as a result of NELP, a new dedicated facility at the Driving Range and a second
synthetic pitch in the VC venue would be the minimum capacity needed to cater for
FCBL/TUFC’s existing needs. Not ideal but we would need to have the seniors and older age
groups train/play at the Driving Range site so that the VC can keep the younger age groups
and their families within the VC venue.

A new facility with synthetic pitch capacity will be needed to compensate FCBL/TUFC for the
immediate loss of capacity at Bulleen Park but more capacity is needed to cater for the
participation growth that will occur during the NELP. From a gender diversity perspective a
significant part of this participation growth will come from girls. The data supporting
Football Victoria’s “Facilities Strategy” shows that the CoM will need between 9 and 12
additional Full‐Size Equivalent (FSE) soccer pitches by 2026 to accommodate projected
growth.
With this projected growth in mind, we support the Yarra Junior Football League’s (YJFL)
proposal for their new headquarters to be established at another location within the City of
Manningham (e.g. the “Seed Farm” location on Templestowe Rd). If YJFL’s proposal is
successful this should take the pressure off Bulleen Park and allow for the 2 soccer pitches to
remain helping CoM to meet the projected demand. If this was to occur the VC would like
first option to retain the tenancy of these 2 pitches and take the tenancy of the adjacent
pavilion to allow the VC/FCBL/TUFC to expand to take advantage of the projected growth in
soccer. Such an arrangement would require both car and safe (well lit) pedestrian access
between the VC car park and the existing YJFL pavilion car park and soccer pitches.
The Veneto Club and the YJFL proposals are aligned in that they are requesting a solution
that is in the best interests of both sporting communities and the broader community
stakeholders who use this precinct (e.g. bike riders, walkers, etc.). Our proposals represent
the 2 largest participation sporting codes in Victoria and are supported by AFL Victoria,
Football Victoria and the State & Federal electorate MPs.

2. Supporting Information and data
Why is it important to protect the VC as a community hub?
2.1 A Brief History of the Veneto Club
It was in 1967 that the Veneto Club was founded by a small group of influential Italian‐
Veneto businessmen (e.g. Pronto Concrete/Barro family, Crema Constructions/Crema family,
Grocon/Grollo family) came together encouraged by a wider support base of ordinary
working people from the Veneto region.
In 1969, a vacant 16 acres (6.5 hectare) of land on the banks of the Yarra was purchased in
Bulleen. Here the Veneto community made it their base, held family picnics while they
worked on establishing activities and facilities. It was through the success of the family
activities that its members progressed to design and build the current clubhouse, a design of
historical significance that tells a story of the migrants that established it.
On December 8th 1973, the Hon. Billy Snedden and The Italian Ambassador to Australia
attended the official opening of the current clubhouse in front of a crowd of 3000
enthusiastic and very proud Veneti. This was followed by the 1st anniversary celebration
attended by the Prime Minister of Australia, The Hon. Gough Whitlam.

Since its opening, the Veneto Club has continued to develop from its humble beginning to
become a vibrant family and community hub, as it provides a range of services and
amenities for its members and the broader community in the form of quality food,
entertainment as well as a range of sports and activities including bocce, squash, soccer,
tennis, basketball, netball, futsal, billiards, cards, bingo, etc. The below vision statement is
testament to the VC’s commitment.
“Our Vision is to enrich the Veneto Club experience for future generations of members and
enhance our contribution to the broader Australian community.”

2.2 Veneto Club: promoting family and community
The Veneto Club is welcoming of all people. Its current voting membership of 1250 people is
made up of approximately 55% Australian‐Italian‐Veneto descendants with the other 45%
coming from different cultural backgrounds. The VC is a truly inclusive community hub.
By far, of all the sporting activities at the VC, soccer has the largest membership. Originating
in the mid 1970’s, the participation increased year on year with the VC establishing 2 soccer
pitches on its own land as well as FC Bulleen (FCBL) needing to occupy the 2 soccer pitches
on Bulleen Park full time and 3 nights a week on the front football oval with the soccer
membership reaching 900 by 2012.
In 2013 the Football Victoria (FV) established the National Premier League (NPL). NPL would
be the top level football in Victoria (2nd level in Australia operating under the A‐League).
FCBL was one of the first clubs to join the NPL. A requirement for the NPL license was that
Clubs could only register one team per age group in the NPL Leagues. The effect of this
license requirement was that FCBL had to relinquish over 550 junior players and with that,
the VC and its subsidiary FCBL assisted with the establishment of a sister club in
Templestowe United FC (TUFC). The lease to the 2 soccer pitches in Bulleen Park was
subsequently passed to TUFC. The approach of establishing TUFC enabled 550 junior players
and their families to stay within the Bulleen Park precinct and therefore within proximity to
the Veneto Club.
Five years, and a comprehensive Competition Review, later FV found that the NPL model
was not delivering the outcomes it was design to and decided to remove the restriction on
number of teams allowing “clubs to be clubs again”. A key benefit of this decision is that
clubs can absorb some of the growing participation therefore reducing the extent to which
new infrastructure is required
Effective from October 2019, for the 2020 season, TUFC will merge back under FCBL
returning to the 2012 structure where 900 junior players and their families will come under
the Veneto Club umbrella.
A soccer club of this size, along with the projected growth in participation in the sport of
soccer, means there is an ever increasing demand on facilities.
Current social and sports membership numbers:

Membership Type
Social Club Voting Members
Staff
FC Bulleen Lions
Templestowe United FC
Fiveaside
Other Sports

Number
1250
120
360
550
95
220

Comment
45% Non‐Veneto/Italian heritage
Players only
Players only
Teams registered p.a.
Includes Bocce, Squash, Golf, Tennis, etc. players

Note: that the 900+ registered soccer members are predominantly junior players with
families so the actual number of people that make up the soccer community at the VC is
approximately 4,000.
To take away the front football oval and not provide compensatory capacity at the VC and at
the Driving Range site would directly and negatively impact the family environment and
sense of community that the VC has spent over 45 years building for its members and the
broader community.
NOTE: Even if you conservatively say that the VC could lose 100 “drop in” people, 4 nights
per week at an average of $25 per person this would total around $320,000 over a 32 week
season. Redeveloping the grass pitch at the VC would help mitigate this loss.

2.3 Support for a New Sporting Facility at the Driving Range Site
Establishing a new sporting facility at the Golf Driving Range (including 2 soccer pitches) as
compensation for lost capacity at Bulleen Park is also needed to cater for the projected
growth (i.e. especially in girls’ participation) that will occur between now and the completion
of NELP.
There are 2 factors that need to be considered and addressed with establishing a sporting
facility at the Driving Range site.
Firstly, there are power lines running over the site which may raise concerns from the sports
community expected to use this new facility which may therefore negatively impact
participation numbers at this site. If this can be addressed it would make the site more
appealing to the sports community.
Secondly, the soccer pitches need to FIFA accredited adult size synthetic pitches (e.g. 64‐
75m wide x 100‐110m long), to maximize capacity, and have the following amenities:

‐
‐
‐
‐
‐
‐

A pavilion with 6 female friendly change rooms, a kiosk, a function space, a medical
room, a referees’ room/facility, a store room, etc.
Car park with capacity for at least 100 cars
Pitch lighting to 250 lux over the pitches
An electronic LED video scoreboard
Coaches/Substitute boxes that can each accommodate 11 people under current rules
If space allows; under cover seating for 500 people at one pitch and a media box (as
per Football Federation Australia (FFA) National Premier League (NPL) Licence
criteria) as this would enable NPL games to be played at this venue

2.4 AFL, Cricket & Football (Soccer) Aligned on Best Outcome
Putting Council boundary issues aside, the major sporting codes impacted by the NELP are
aligned and support each other’s proposals to achieve an outcome that is potentially in the
best interests of all stakeholders (See Appendix 2).
The Veneto Club (FCBL & TUFC), the Yarra Junior Football League, Bulleen Templstowe JFC
and Yarralean Cricket club are aligned in taking the following position with the support of
AFL Victoria, Football Victoria and State and Federal electorate MPs (See Appendix 3 & 4):
 YJFL to move its headquarters/offices, grandstand and oval to another 2 oval site in
Bulleen
 The grass pitch within the Veneto Club venue is rebuilt as a synthetic pitch with
appropriate upgrades to amenities
 The Veneto Club (i.e. FCBL & TUFC) acquires a new purpose built soccer facility at the
Driving Range site as sole tenants.
 In the event that the YJFL’s proposal is successful, and the 2 pitches remain, the
Veneto Club (i.e. FCBL & TUFC) would like first option to retain the tenancy of these
pitches and take tenancy of the pavilion to enable FCBL/TUFC to expand and take
advantage of the projected participation growth in soccer.
 Bulleen Templestowe JFC & Yarralean Cricket Club retains their existing tenancies
with 2 redeveloped ovals and pavilion.
This is the time to think bigger picture and take the opportunity to support proposals that
not only address the displacement issues brought about by the NEL project but provides the
infrastructure and facilities that will accommodate the growth that will occur during NELP
while improving social/recreation spaces and respecting the areas cultural values & heritage.

Yours sincerely,

Louis Crema
President – Veneto Club

APPENDIX 1

Training Schedule – Season 2019
Bulleen Park Pitch 3 - Front Football Oval
Training Areas for Season 2019

Southern End

F5

F3

F1

Tuesday
 6.00pm = U12W
 7.30pm = U16W

Tuesday
 6.00pm = U14W
 7.30pm = U19W

Thursday
 6.00pm = U13
 7.30pm = U18

Thursday
 6.00pm = U12T
 7.30pm = U18

Friday
 6.00pm = U12W
 7.30pm = U16W

Friday
 6.00pm = U14W
 7.30pm = U19W

Tuesday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 6.00 – 7.30pm = U15
 7.30pm = U18

Tuesday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 6.00 – 7.30pm = U14
 7.30pm = Sen. Women

Thursday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 6.00 – 7.30pm = U15
 7.30pm = U20

Thursday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 6.00 – 7.30pm = U14
 7.30pm = U20

Friday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 6.00 – 7.30pm = U13
 7.30pm = U20

Friday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 6.00 – 7.30pm = U12B
 7.30pm = U20

Tuesday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 6.00 – 7.30pm = U12T
 7.30pm = U16

Tuesday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 5.00 – 9.00pm = GKC

Thursday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 6.00 – 7.30pm = U12A
 7.30pm = U16

Thursday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 6.00 – 7.30pm = U12B
 7.30pm = U16

Friday
 4.30 – 6.00pm = Miniroos
 6.00 – 7.30pm = U12A
 7.30pm =

Friday
 5.00 – 9.00pm = GKC

F6

F4

F2

Northern End
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