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My name is Sarah Carter and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
:HVWHUQ3RUW%D\LVLQFUHGLEO\LPSRUWDQW7KHZLOGOLIHDQGHFRV\VWHPVKHUHDUHSUHFLRXVDQGWKHUHLV]HURQHHG
WRGHVWUR\RULPSDFWWKHPIRUJDVZHKDYHQRQHHGIRU1RRQHLQWKHORFDOFRPPXQLW\ZDQWWKLVDQGLWLVDIDUFH
WKDWWKLVDSSOLFDWLRQKDVJRWWHQWKLVIDU
,WKDQNWKH&ULE3RLQW,QTXLU\DQG$GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHHDQGWKH0LQLVWHUIRU3ODQQLQJIRUWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRPDNH
DVXEPLVVLRQWRWKHHQYLURQPHQWDVVHVVPHQWRIWKH&ULE3RLQWJDVLPSRUWMHWW\DQGJDVSLSHOLQHSURMHFW7KHUH
DUHDYDULHW\RILVVXHVWKDW,ZLOOSRLQWWRLQP\VXEPLVVLRQEXWWKHLVVXHWKDWFRQFHUQVPHPRVWLVWKHLPSDFWRQ
RXULQWHUQDWLRQDOO\UHFRJQLVHGZHWODQGVDQGZLOGOLIH
1DWXUDOHQYLURQPHQWVSOD\DFUXFLDOUROHLQERWKWKHPHQWDODQGSK\VLFDOKHDOWKRIWKHFRPPXQLWLHVZKRDFFHVV
WKHP7KHSRWHQWLDOORVVRIQDWXUHDQGDFFHVVWRJUHHQVSDFHVFDQFRQWULEXWHWRPHQWDOGLVWUHVVDQG
HQYLURQPHQWDOJULHIH[SHULHQFHGE\FRPPXQLWLHVZKRSODFHVLJQLILFDQFHRQWKHVHDUHDV7KLVFDQGHWULPHQWDOO\
LPSDFWRQWKHORQJWHUPPHQWDOKHDOWKRIDFRPPXQLW\([FHVVLYHH[SRVXUHWRQRLVHDQGOLJKWSROOXWLRQLQDUHDV
RIUHFUHDWLRQRUDPRQJKRXVHKROGVFDQUHVXOWLQORVVRIVOHHSDQGLUULWDELOLW\$VZHOODVLQFUHDVHGSUHYDOHQFHRI
DQ[LHW\DQGDODFNRIDELOLW\WRIRFXV7KHLPSDFWVRIQRLVHDQGOLJKWSROOXWLRQFDQUHVXOWLQLQFUHDVHGSUHYDOHQFH
RIPHQWDOKHDOWKFRQGLWLRQVLQDFRPPXQLW\
3KLOOLS,VODQGLVWKHVHFRQGPRVWWRXULVPGHSHQGHQWUHJLRQLQDOORI$XVWUDOLD3HRSOHFRPHWRVHHWKHOLWWOH
SHQJXLQVDQGWKHPLJUDWLQJ+XPSEDFNDQG6RXWKHUQ5LJKWZKDOHVDVZHOODVRWKHULQFUHGLEOHPDULQHDQG
ZHWODQGZLOGOLIH7KHLQGXVWULDOLVDWLRQRI:HVWHUQSRUW%D\LQWKHIRUPRIKXJHJDVWDQNHUVDQGD)ORDWLQJ
6WRUDJHDQG5HJDVLILFDWLRQ8QLWZLOOXQGHUPLQHWKHEHDXW\RIWKHDUHDDQGEHLQFRQVLVWHQWZLWKWKHSHUFHSWLRQ
WKDWLWLVDSULVWLQHDQGSURWHFWHGZHWODQG7KLVFRXOGLPSDFW3KLOOLS,VODQGDVDSRSXODUWRXULVWGHVWLQDWLRQ
$XVWUDOLDKDVFRPPLWWHGWRSURPRWHWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGZLVHXVHRIZHWODQGVDVDVLJQDWRU\RIWKH5DPVDU
&RQYHQWLRQRQ:HWODQGVRI,QWHUQDWLRQDO,PSRUWDQFH7KLVLVXQGHUVWRRGDVWKHPDLQWHQDQFHRIWKHLUHFRORJLFDO
FKDUDFWHUDQGSUHYHQWLQJWKHLUGHJUDGDWLRQ,WLVLQDSSURSULDWHWREXLOGDQGRSHUDWHDJDVLPSRUWWHUPLQDOLQWKH
PLGGOHRIRQHRIWKHPRVWSUHFLRXVHQYLURQPHQWVLQ9LFWRULDDQGDQLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\VLJQLILFDQWZHWODQG
,IWKHSURMHFWLVDSSURYHG$*/FRXOGGXPSXSWRPLOOLRQOLWUHVRIFKORULQDWHGZDWHULQWRWKH%D\HDFKGD\
ZKLFKFRXOGKDYHDGLVDVWURXVLPSDFWRQPDULQHZLOGOLIH7KHUHLVVRPXFKZHGRQRWNQRZDERXWKRZWKLVFROG
FKORULQDWHGZDVWHZDWHUZLOODIIHFWPDULQHOLIHLQ:HVWHUQSRUW7KHLPSDFWPRGHOOLQJFRPSOHWHGE\$*/LVQRW
FRPSUHKHQVLYHDQGLQVRPHFDVHVWRWDOO\LQDSSURSULDWH)XUWKHUPRUHFXUUHQW9LFWRULDQODZVSURKLELWWKH
GLVFKDUJHRIZDVWHZDWHULQKLJKFRQVHUYDWLRQYDOXHDUHDVOLNH:HVWHUQSRUW%D\FODXVHRIWKH6WDWH
(QYLURQPHQW3URWHFWLRQ3ROLF\ :DWHUV $*/KDVVRIDUEHHQXQVXFFHVVIXOLQWKHLUDWWHPSWVWRZHDNHQWKHVH
ODZV&RPELQLQJWKHSRRULPSDFWDVVHVVPHQWVDQGWKHIDFWWKDWWKHSODQFXUUHQWO\GRHVQRWPHHWWKHOHJDO
UHTXLUHPHQWVWKLVSURSRVDOVKRXOGQRWFRQWLQXH
:HWODQGVFRQWDLQDGLVSURSRUWLRQDWHDPRXQWRIWKHVRLOFDUERQRQRXUSODQHW:HWODQGVDUHUHVSRQVLEOHIRU
VWRULQJEHWZHHQDQGSHUFHQWRIJOREDOVRLOFDUERQGHVSLWHRFFXS\LQJRQO\DURXQGDQGSHUFHQWRIWKH
VXUIDFHRIWKH(DUWK3URWHFWLQJZHWODQGVVXFKDV:HVWHUQSRUW%D\5DPVDUVLWHVKRXOGEHDSULRULW\WRSUHYHQW
WKHUHOHDVHRIYDVWTXDQWLWLHVRIFDUERQSROOXWLRQWRWKHDWPRVSKHUH7KLVLVSDUWLFXODUO\LPSRUWDQWDVDGHIHQVH
DJDLQVWWKHLPSDFWVRIFOLPDWHFKDQJH
,WLVFRQFHUQLQJWRVHHWKHODFNRIFUHGLEOHDVVHVVPHQWVRQKRZQRLVHZRXOGDIIHFWPDULQHZLOGOLIH$*/
DFNQRZOHGJHLQWKHLU((6WKDWWKHUHKDYHEHHQQREDVHOLQHVWXGLHVRIWKHQRLVHLQ:HVWHUQSRUW%D\7KH\KDYH
DOVRQRWWHVWHGWKHLPSDFWRIQRLVHLQ:HVWHUQSRUW%D\LWVHOIQRUWKHQRLVHSURGXFHGE\DEHUWKHG)658(YHQ
ZLWKWKHVHLQDGHTXDWHVWXGLHVWKH((6VWDWHVWKDWXQGHUZDWHUVRXQGZRXOGHOLFLWEHKDYLRXUDOFKDQJHVLQ
GROSKLQVDQGPDVNWKHFRPPXQLFDWLRQRIZKDOHVLQWKHDUHD7KHQRLVHZRXOGDOVRGHWHUILVKDQGRWKHUPDULQH
DQLPDOVIURPIRUDJLQJQHDUE\ZKLFKZRXOGDIIHFWWKHLPSRUWDQWHFRV\VWHPDURXQG&ULE3RLQW
7KDQN\RXRQFHDJDLQIRUWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRFRQWULEXWHWRWKHHQYLURQPHQWDVVHVVPHQWRIWKH&ULE3RLQWJDV
LPSRUWMHWW\DQGJDVSLSHOLQHSURMHFW$VRXWOLQHGDERYHWKHWKHLPSDFWRQRXULQWHUQDWLRQDOO\UHFRJQLVHG
ZHWODQGVDQGZLOGOLIHZRXOGEHXQDFFHSWDEOH7KHUHDUHPDQ\RWKHUYLDEOHDQGPRUHVXLWDEOHRSWLRQV9LFWRULD

FDQSXUVXHWRHQVXUHWKDWZHPHHWRXUHQHUJ\QHHGVZLWKRXWH[SRVLQJWKHSUHFLRXVZHWODQGVRI:HVWHUQSRUW
%D\WKHXQLTXHZLOGOLIHZKLFKGHSHQGRQWKLVHFRV\VWHPRUWKHORFDOFRPPXQLW\WRDQ\KDUP
6LQFHUHO\
6DUDK&DUWHU
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&ULE3RLQW,QTXLU\DQG$GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHH
,QTXLU\LQWR$*/¶V*DV,PSRUW-HWW\DQG3LSHOLQH:RUNV3URSRVDO



'HDU&ULE3RLQW,QTXLU\DQG$GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHH
,ZRXOGOLNHWRPDNHDVXEPLVVLRQWRWKH,QTXLU\LQWR$*/¶VSURSRVDOLQFOXGLQJWZRFRPSRQHQWV

Ɣ *DV,PSRUW-HWW\:RUNVFRPSULVLQJDIORDWLQJVWRUDJHDQGUHJDVLILFDWLRQXQLW )658 DW&ULE3RLQW
-HWW\MHWW\LQIUDVWUXFWXUHLQFOXGLQJPDULQHORDGLQJDUPVDQGJDVSLSLQJRQWKHMHWW\DQGWKH&ULE
3RLQW5HFHLYLQJ)DFLOLW\RQODQGDGMDFHQWWRWKHMHWW\

Ɣ 3LSHOLQH:RUNVFRQVLVWLQJRIDQXQGHUJURXQGJDVWUDQVPLVVLRQSLSHOLQHDSSUR[LPDWHO\
NLORPHWUHVORQJWRWUDQVSRUWJDVIURPWKH&ULE3RLQW5HFHLYLQJ)DFLOLW\WRWKH9LFWRULDQ
7UDQVPLVVLRQ6\VWHPHDVWRI3DNHQKDPDQGDVVRFLDWHGLQIUDVWUXFWXUHVXFKDVWKH
3DNHQKDP'HOLYHU\)DFLOLW\WRPRQLWRUDQGUHJXODWHWKHJDVWZRDERYHJURXQGPDLQOLQH
YDOYHVWRHQDEOHLVRODWLRQRIWKHSLSHOLQHLQDQHPHUJHQF\DQGDIDFLOLW\WRHQDEOHLQOLQH
LQVSHFWLRQVRIWKHSLSHOLQH

,ZDVIRUWXQDWHHQRXJKWRJURZXSZLWKP\VLEOLQJVRQWKH0RUQLQJWRQ3HQLQVXOD,KDYHVSHQWDOPRVW
HYHU\VXPPHURIP\OLIHHQMR\LQJWKLVUHJLRQ VEHDXWLIXOVDQG\EHDFKHVDQGFRDVWDOZDONLQJWUDFNVZLWK
P\EURWKHUVDQGVLVWHUV6RPHRIRXUHDUOLHVWPHPRULHVLQFOXGHZDWFKLQJGROSKLQVVZLPEHVLGHRXUERDW
VSRWWLQJVHDOVZKLOHILVKLQJDQGSOD\LQJLQURFNSRROVILOOHGZLWKVHDVKHOOVDQGFRUDOV7KHED\LVWUXO\
DEXQGDQWLQDEHDXWLIXODUUD\RIPDULQHOLIH:HKDYHDOOIRUPHGDGHHSFRQQHFWLRQWRZDUGVWKHED\DQG
WKHHFRV\VWHPVWKDWFRH[LVWLQWKLVSUHFLRXVUHJLRQ$VNDQ\ORFDOWRWKHDUHDDQGWKH\ZLOOVD\WKHVDPH
WKLQJ





:KHQ,IRXQGRXWDERXW$*/¶V*DV,PSRUW7HUPLQDOSURSRVDODW&ULE3RLQW,FRXOGQ¶WKHOSEXWIHHODJUHDW
GHDORIGHVSDLU3URWHFWLQJWKLVDUHDLVVRLPSRUWDQWEHFDXVHLWLVDVDQFWXDU\WRP\IDPLO\DQGPDQ\
RWKHUVEXWPRVWLPSRUWDQWO\WRDQLQFUHGLEOHDUUD\RIGLYHUVHPDULQHOLIHDQGSUHFLRXVZHWODQGV7R
GLVUXSWWKHIORZRIOLIHSHUPDQHQWO\LQWKLVDUHDZRXOGEHDGHYDVWDWLQJEORZWRWKHELRORJLFDOGLYHUVLW\RI
WKHDUHD6LPSO\ZHVKRXOGEHGRLQJPRUHWRSURWHFWWKHLQWHJULW\RIWKHED\IRUIXWXUHJHQHUDWLRQVUDWKHU
WKDQWKUHDWHQWKHORQJHYLW\RILW
$*/¶VSURSRVDOSRVHVPDQ\WKUHDWVWRWKHHQYLURQPHQWDQGORFDOFRPPXQLW\:KLOVWDVVHVVLQJWKLV
SURMHFW,DVNDQGHQFRXUDJH\RXWRFRQVLGHUWKHIROORZLQJUHDVRQVZK\$*/¶VSURSRVDOVKRXOGQRWJR
DKHDG
:HQHHGWRSURWHFWRXUZHWODQGV
:HWODQGVDUHDPD]LQJSODFHV&RPELQLQJODQGDQGZDWHUWKH\DUHKRPHWRDQLQFUHGLEOHDUUD\RI
SODQWVDQGDQLPDOVDQGDUHDPRQJWKHPRVWELRGLYHUVHHFRV\VWHPVRQHDUWK0RUHWKDQWKDW
UHFHQWUHVHDUFKKDVVKRZQWKDWWKH\KDYHWKHSRWHQWLDOWRFDSWXUHDQGVWRUHODUJHDPRXQWVRI
FDUERQIRUKXQGUHGVRI\HDUV:HWODQGVVKRXOGEHSURWHFWHGDQGHQKDQFHGIRUWKHLUUROHLQWKH
ILJKWDJDLQVWFOLPDWHFKDQJHQRWEHLQJVXEMHFWWRSRWHQWLDOO\GDPDJLQJSURMHFWVOLNH$*/¶V
SURSRVDO8QIRUWXQDWHO\LQ9LFWRULDZHKDYHDOUHDG\EXOOGR]HGRUGUDLQHGPRVWRIRXUIUHVKZDWHU
ZHWODQGVFRQWULEXWLQJWRWKHORVVRIDSSUR[LPDWHO\RIWKHZRUOG¶VZHWODQGVEHWZHHQ
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My name is Richard Clarkson and I live in the Westernport Bay area. It holds a
significant environmental link to all surrounding areas I thank the Crib Point Inquiry
and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make
a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and
gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal
unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the
issue that concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised
wetlands and wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental
and physical health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of
nature and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance on these
areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a
community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or
among households can result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased
prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light
pollution can result in increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a
community. Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and
Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The
industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating
Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This
could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands are among the
most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water which allows
them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like the critically
endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up
of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is
also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise
sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline directly around the
Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should be protected as a
key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather than being subject to
potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the
project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water
into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife.
There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will
affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling completed by AGL is not
comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
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My son and his partner live on Phillip Island and work for Nature Parks. This
organisation is helping protect the amazing local wildlife and environment on Phillip
Island. Our son specialises in local wildlife conservation and is currently the
Threatened Species Officer for Phillip Island Nature Parks. Prior to this he worked as
a ranger working on Phillip Islands famous Penguin Parade. We have visited Phillip
Island on many occasions and had the pleasure of watching the Little Penguins come
up out of the ocean and waddle up to their nests on the island. Nature Parks are
doing an amazing job preserving these Little Penguins and numbers have increased
over the years. I was amazed hearing the story about how the Government even
bought back and removed the Sunderland housing Subdivision that was encroaching
on the Penguins nesting area. It would be devastating if anything jeopardised the
Little Penguins survival. The building of a Gas Terminal could destroy all Nature Parks
hard work and be detrimental to the whole Island that relies on tourists visiting the
Penguin Parade. It will increase shipping traffic with its related risks such as noise
and pollution which will affect the local sea life. This Gas Terminal should not be
built in such a pristine, beautiful area! Phillip Island is famous for its Little Penguins
but there is other wildlife on the island that could also be affected by this Gas
Terminal including seals, Short-Tailed Shearwaters, Bush Stone Curlews, Eastern
Barred Bandicoots and Koalas. These are all Threatened Species and need to be
looked after. We don’t want a Gas Terminal put anywhere near them!
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My name is Lynne Imlach and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
It is an environmentally significant marine area and a sensitive ecosystem. It is an important fishing
and recreational area. I travel across Western Port Bay to reach my farm on French Island which
provides me with an income.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty
and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
The beach and reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a comparable
reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into Westernport Bay and the strict
exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with.
Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of
the important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge gas
tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be
inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip
Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory of the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance
of their ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and
operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and
an internationally significant wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay
each day which could have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know
about how this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value
areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has
so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact
assessments and the fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal
should not continue.
Gas is more carbon polluting than coal if methane leakage throughout the whole gas supply chain is
above 3.2 per cent. Recent studies have shown that we have previously underestimated how much
methane is released to the atmosphere during gas production. It has been found that onshore gas
fields in the United States have levels of leakage of 2-17 per cent. Despite these findings the
Australian gas industry and federal government report far lower emission intensities for
unconventional gas emissions based on default emissions factors rather than on reliable
measurements. Gas is not a climate solution.

Small marine organisms which make up the foundations of the ecosystem - like plankton and fish
eggs - would be the most impacted by this proposal. Locally they would be unable to escape being
pulled into the ship intake and being subjected to chlorine levels far above safe levels. The impact is
likely to be significant with nearly half a billion litres of water being drawn into the intakes each day.
This enormous quantity of colder chlorinated water would be dumped back into the Bay and disperse
with the current thereby further affecting marine wildlife.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the environment assessment of the Crib
Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are many other viable, and more
suitable, options Victoria can pursue to ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the
precious wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this ecosystem, or the
local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Lynne Imlach
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There are many obvious reasons for objecting to this proposal, two of the most
important and often mentioned reasons are 1) its status as an internationally
significant wetlands. Ramsar surely holds sufficient weight not to be willfully
ignored. 2) the designation of UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. This is also a serious and
meaningful designation. It is hard to imagine the arrogance of any organization
which feels it can over ride these important classifications. The site just happens to
suit AGL. So all the information about the relatively undamaged nature of the area
and its importance for so many reasons has been well and truly documented and
will appear in many submissions. The Red Hill South Landcare Group would like to
add our voice on these grounds. However, what seem truly extraordinary is that
such a facility is even contemplated. We have sold so much gas overseas that we
now have to ship it back? It is difficult to accept the explanations for this, especially
when we are paying more for gas in Australia than those at the export destinations.
In addition there is the very real pollution aspect, as much as those who would
benefit would like to talk it away. Global warming continues apace. Yesterday 25
Australian scientists, some of whom are globally recognized, wrote a public letter
saying "there is no role for the expansion of the gas industry-- combustion of natural
gas is now the fastest growing source of Co2" , and then there are the methane
emissions which are even more of a greenhouse problem. So apart from the
inexplicable economics of this move we have scientific condemnation of the
continued investment in gas use and infrastructure in the light of climate change.
Regulators are in agreement. The Australian Energy Market Operator last month
found new gas fired power not essential for the electricity grid which is increasingly
based on renewable energy. Our group wholly supports the position of the
Mornington Shire Council, and like them, would like to see the Government invest in
and encourage truly renewable alternatives. The fossil fuel industry is hugely
powerful and can sell their interim gas story, just as they sold the plastic story thirty
or so years ago. Millions to spend on advertising is always helpful in successfully
selling your story. The fossil fuel industry has the money to influence but the next
generation has to wear the cost. Let's do better than this and put all our efforts into
creating cheap energy without environmental damage. There are a lot of unvested
and scientific interests are saying this can be done. A better energy future beckons
us so can we please hurry forward to meet it and say no to this deplorable
proposition.

Submission Cover Sheet
Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee EES
Request to be heard?: Yes
Full Name:

Lynne Alexandra

Organisation:
Address of affected property:

Attachment 1:

AGL_submission.d

Attachment 2:

Appendix_I.pdf

Attachment 3:
Submission:

As attached

3213

Gas Import and
Pipeline Project

Submission from
Lynne Alexandra
, Tyabb
3913

1

Introduction and Climate Change
I write this submission as a long-term shareholder with AGL, and thank the Commission for this
opportunity. As small shareholders, we have had a family tradition of holding AGL in high esteem.
This stance was reinforced in my work as a social worker working in the field of emergency relief,
when I experienced first hand AGL’s support for low income customers in financial stress.
In its Annual Report FY20, AGL states its acceptance of the science of climate change (p 20), and that
it is in a unique position to contribute to this future and make a meaningful impact on Australia’s
decarbonisation (p 5). In its Annual Report section entitled ‘Environment’, and in fact throughout the
entire report, AGL frequently makes reference to the various measures it is taking to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
Within this context, AGL’s proposal to invest in a significant new fossil fuel project impacts on their
fundamental credibility as an organisation, even more so when the proposal involves the placement
of a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) in the uniquely complex and fragile
internationally recognised ecosystem of Westernport Bay.
While I acknowledge that a rapid change from reliance on fossil fuels requires a massive shift of
focus, this is exactly what is required of forward thinking companies (and governments) in today’s
critical times.
The extent of humanity’s current crisis in relation to already occurring and rapidly escalating climate
change needs no further explanation in this submission, as the scientific evidence is both compelling
and broadly accepted.
It is understood that the speed of change required in reducing greenhouse emissions to the extent
required to avoid major environmental, social and economic breakdown is economically a massive
and difficult, but a very achievable, task. If the world’s experience of Corona Virus has taught us
anything, it is just adept we can be at achieving change where we are clear about the imperative.
And there is such an imperative with the issue of climate change, the consequences are a little more
distant than so with Corona Virus, but nonetheless every bit, and probably far more, pressing. We do
have potential exits from the Corona tragedy, but there is no fast track exit from a climate
catastrophe, other than dealing with this issue head on and urgently. Otherwise the consequences
will exponentially increase in ways that we can barely begin to imagine, once various ecological
‘tipping points’ are reached. Surely, we have already seen enough in Australia with bushfires,
drought, sea level rise and the rapid loss of our precious Great Barrier Reef.
It is time for decisive and immediate action on climate change. Everyone must take responsibility for
this – governments, companies large and small, and consumers. As a high per capita energy
consumer, Australia cannot renege on its responsibilities in this regard. It is highly likely that as time
progresses into the near future and climate related catstrophies continue to unfold, that ever
increasing numbers of both AGL shareholders and community members will hold AGL as accountable
and condemn its actions in this regard. Proceeding with this proposal would therefore represent a
significant and irreversible breach of trust and expectation from the broader community and from
AGL shareholders. AGL states in its Annual Report FY20 under Climate Related Risks “Misalignment
of these plans with future scenarios may lead to possible stranded assets and revenue loss amid
continued policy uncertainty.” This is a clear case in point of misalignment of plans.
The issue of climate change is enough on its own to require that this proposal not proceed. But to
support its stated intentions AGL has prepared a massive and ostensibly sophisticated
2

Environmental Effects Statement (EES), detailing numerous studies which have been drawn upon to
form its conclusions that the project is safe and appropriate for this location. While complex and
bewildering due to poor referencing throughout, as to which studies and appendices inform which
conclusions, the EES proceeds to draw at least some conclusions which are clearly understated.
There are also significant study limitations in recognising the unique, complex interactions and
relationships that occur specifically within this Westernport environment.
While it has been impossible to digest the EES in full in the timeframe provided, the following
sections of this submission will outline some of my more specific concerns. I’m sure there are
numerous other concerns that hopefully will be addressed by other submitters.

3

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
x It is understood that as a fossil fuel gas is a significant contributor to greenhouse gas
emissions, more so when the specifics of this proposal are considered.
x Gas to be mined in some other country (Africa and Qatar suggested in the EES as possible
options, and the use of fracked gas is not ruled out – either of which may involve
environmental and human safety hazards), then refrigerated and shipped to Westernport,
unloaded, heated to regasify, then transported via pipeline to Pakenham, and then
distributed for industrial, commercial and residential consumption. Each of these processes
involves the emission of greenhouse gases.
x Statements by AGL that additional gas supplies are needed to address projected shortfalls in
Southeast Australia, stand in contrast to AGL’s reported reduction in Underlying Profit being
down 22% for FY20 from the forecast provided in 2019, partly due to “reduction in gas sales
volumes” (Annual Report FY20, p 4).
x Although not mentioned in the ‘Project Objectives’ (EES p 1-3), given the previous point, it
would appear highly likely that one of AGL’s primary objectives in establishing this proposal
is to establish a gas fired power station in order to augment a transition to solar and wind
electricity generation. This is acknowledged under Benefits of the Project in the Executive
Summary (ES – 2) “provide a flexible source of gas for gas-powered generation so that
customers have secure and stable electricity supply as the National Energy Market
transitions to accommodate more renewables.” Again, this is a major concern for
greenhouse gas emissions when there are increasingly clear alternatives for power storage
to augment this transition, without the need to burn more inefficient and polluting fossil
fuels.
x It is demonstrated in a report prepared by Northmore Gordon ‘Victorian Gas Market –
Demand Side Measures to Avoid Forecast Supply Shortfall’ (March 2020) that any potential
shortfalls in gas can be avoided with various demand measures to reduce consumption
need. Such measures as detailed in this report would be more in line with appropriate
targets for greenhouse gas emissions.
x If this project were to proceed, AGL would jeopardise the trust and confidence of the
Victorian public that it has held over many decades.

4

Impact on Marine and Terrestrial Biology
x While Chapter 6, Technical Report A and Annexure A-A refer to impressive quantities of data
and studies that have been consulted and undertaken regarding the proposed discharge of
up to 468,000 cubic metres of chlorinated colder water per day (over a 14 day average),
there appears to be significant study limitations, and the results are not convincing. For
example, most of the studies consulted regarding toxicity of chlorine, study ‘acute’ exposure
in the context that the rapid evaporation together with tidal flushing of Westernport best
matches this model. However, these laboratory studies have been designed to mimic
accidental spill conditions, which are more likely to be ‘one off’ occasions. In the FSRU
context, this exposure may be repeated over days, weeks or months for the entire lifetime
of organisms. This aspect appears to have not been taken into consideration in a
comprehensive way.
x As indicated in the studies quoted, there are a range of variabilities between species in
regards to the concentration of chlorine that results in harm. These studies referred to are
laboratory studies that do not involve many of the specific lifeforms that exist in
Westernport Bay. As such there is good reason to have some doubt that there may be some
of Westernport’s inhabitants having a higher than anticipated sensitivity to toxins. And
damage to one species alone can have impact on a whole web of other species that may
interact in vital ways.
x While there is mention of food chain, accumulative effects, and impacts of other residual
chemicals that draw no conclusion of identifiable concern, again these studies and claims are
not convincing when applied to a complex and fragile system as exists in Westernport Bay.
x The study acknowledges possible impact on plankton being drawn into the water loop of the
FSRU and most likely killed, but it then disregards the significance of this by stating that most
of the plankton is in the NE arm of the Bay. Every part of this environment is important to
preserve. While it is acknowledged that the port area may be already degraded to some
degree, there is still significant wader bird foraging habitat nearby (Figure 7-3). The
equivalent of 167 Olympic size swimming pools of water that is ‘dead’ and cold being
discharged daily is a massive quantity in a fragile environment by any standards.
x The response to reduce open loop functioning capacity in Spring and Summer to 312,000
cubic metres per day as a mitigation measure against the impact on fish larvae and eggs
being killed is not adequate, as it follows that two thirds of the original quantity will continue
to be drawn in and destroyed. This is not satisfactory.
x Comments in the Independent Review – Annexure L – “Would older larger larvae really be
able to avoid the intake by swimming?” This casts doubts on one of the glib conclusions that
have been drawn to apparently accommodate the process of approval for the FSRU.
x There are many species listed in the EES which are in a precarious position for survival. This
is highlighted in just one example by a local newspaper article about the Hooded Plover (see
my Attachment I), which provides an illustration of how precarious existence is for some of
these species. There are so many risks listed in the EES as ‘low’ or ‘very low’, that
cumulatively one must wonder that they don’t add up to an impact which will be significant
in some, perhaps unforeseen, way.
x It also needs to be acknowledged that there are many other variables affecting the breeding
seasons of various species. Many species may have poor breeding seasons due to other
factors which may combine with impacts from the FSRU eg 7 degrees colder water during an
unseasonably cold spring may slow or prevent reproduction occurring. This issue becomes
particularly relevant in a situation of greater climate unpredictability.
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x There appears to be a problem with Compliance testing for chlorine impacts (as stated in
CSIRO Report Tech report A – Annexure A-A) “This iodometric electrode method appears to
be one of the best, however, for all three methods, detecting compliance against GVs will be
pushing the method to its lower limits. Considerable effort will be required to master
whatever method is applied and to get it to perform at low μg/L concentrations.”
x The argument put forward to justify that whale strike is unlikely is founded on the
particularly questionable logic of dividing the number or ship movements in Australian
waters by the number of whale strikes, when this takes no account of whether ships are
moving in whale migration pathways or not. One can only hope that this is not
representative of the sequential thinking used throughout the EES!
x The potential impact in Westernport Bay of any oil or other chemical spills is of particular
concern due to the circular tidal movement across the mudflats back and forth. This
movement would ensure a widespread dispersal of the contaminant before attempts to
prevent its spread could be enacted. The proposed increase to shipping increases this risk.
x The Executive Summary states (ES 14) – “Once the FSRU is operating, a marine monitoring
program would verify that actual environmental impacts are not greater than predicted. If
any unexpected circumstances are detected, appropriate action would be taken to meet the
environmental responsibilities of AGL and APA.” If there are no appropriate mitigation
measures that could be applied if this situation occurred, it would seem unlikely that
AGL/APA would be prepared to discontinue the project. A process of ongoing damage may
be set in train.
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Human Health and Social Cohesion
x As a counsellor in the field of mental health, I am well aware of how important natural
spaces are for supporting mental wellbeing. Walking and immersion in nature restores a
calm balance and supports ability to concentrate and stable mental functioning, particularly
in times of stress. This has been supported by numerous studies, and has become even more
apparent with the social constraints imposed by the current Covd-19 pandemic, as more
people find their way into their local ‘wild’ places.
x In this context, Woolley’s Beach is a highly valued resource for locals from Crib Point and
Bittern, and indeed for the broader Peninsula population and tourists. It is certainly far more
than an industrialised and degraded area that the EES describes, as there is significant native
flora and fauna both along the seaside and in the sea, with an air of remoteness about it.
While the jetty and other structures are historically present, they do not currently present
an imposing presence to the natural tone of the area.
x It is a vast understatement to say, as stated in the EES, that the addition of the FSRU
together with up to 40 massive LNG tankers would not have a major visual impact due to
being located in an industrialised zone – “Once operating, the Project would have a
negligible to minor landscape and visual impact depending on the location along the pipeline
alignment from Crib Point to Pakenham. The most visible impact would result from the FSRU
and Crib Point Receiving Facility, although these uses are consistent with the port and
industrial land uses expected in the designated Port of Hastings.” (ES – 17)
If this statement is representative of the proponent’s preparedness to misrepresent and
distort in the interests of gaining approval to proceed, then it leads one to have many
concerns about the way it may have interpreted many other aspects in the EES.
x Westernport Bay does not exist today as a unique Ramsar and UNESCO proclaimed area,
without many residents, both local and metropolitan, having contributed major efforts over
numerous decades in preventing the bulk of the steady erosion of industrialisation from
proceeding. Further, increased industrialisation does not fit well with the character of the
Peninsula and Westernport Bay as major international tourist destinations. Industrial
proposals of this type create a significant stressor for those who value and seek to preserve
the Bay for its natural heritage.
x Noise, light, vibration, FSRU combustion emissions and accidents are further risks to human
health and wellbeing (and indeed to flora and fauna). The possibility of bushfire is of major
local concern and a significant stressor, with the Receiving Facility located in a high bushfire
risk area.

Conclusion
As stated, I am aware that there are many other factors of concern that I have not yet had the
opportunity to fully absorb. I have long valued Westernport Bay for its unique beauty and its
complex ecosystem that supports a wondrous variety flora and fauna. I’m sure that as humans, we
have only just begun our journey of understanding Westernport’s complexities. It is vitally
incumbent upon us to ensure its preservation alongside all its endangered and threatened species.
It is also vitally important that Victoria accepts its responsibility to limit its greenhouse emissions
with an urgency that would preclude this proposal for an FSRU and pipeline from proceeding.
I would be pleased to have the opportunity to speak further about this submission at a Hearing.
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My name is Kellie Lee and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Western Port Bay is so
important to me because it is a natural beauty. We live on the bay and my kids and
husband spend much time swimming, walking and investigating lots of sea
creatures. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister
for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and
reserve area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike.
Access to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of
bush or by disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that
there is not a comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships
coming into Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or
sailors will have more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less
catch as a result of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the
important nursery seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the
second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the
little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as
other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Recent research has shown that wetlands have the potential to
capture and store large amounts of carbon for hundreds of years. Wetlands should
be protected and enhanced for their role in the fight against climate change rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. In Victoria we have already bulldozed or drained most of our
freshwater wetlands which has contributed to the loss of approximately 35 per cent
of wetlands worldwide between 1970-2015. We cannot afford to lose any more as
we face the climate crisis. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468
million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Many Thanks Kellie Lee
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AGL Gas Import Jetty and Pipeline Project Environmental Effects
Statement – Response
Eliza Kelly - BA University of Melbourne (major Geography), Current Masters of
Geography (Faculty of Science) student at the University of Melbourne.
I am 22 and in the final semester of my Master’s degree in Geography at the University of
Melbourne. I was fortunate enough growing up to be a semi-permanent resident of the
Mornington Peninsula and grew up in both Melbourne and Shoreham. During my studies I
have learnt specifically about the importance of Environment Effects Statements and
learned the skills to evaluate and judge them. Due to the sheer magnitude of this EES I have
chosen to focus on Technical Report A relating to Chapter 6 on Marine Biodiversity as my
focus area.
Scientific rigour in the supporting studies to an EES is essential to the accuracy of the
conclusions drawn. Chapter 6 of the EES on Marine Biodiversity uses a range of studies
under Technical Report A, to support its conclusions on the impacts that the developments
at Crib Point will have on the local marine environment. However, there are a range of
issues with the methodology used in these reports which compromise their validity and
therefore any conclusions that have been drawn from them.
The key issues which I have identified in Technical Report A revolve around sampling.
Sampling is the process in a study where sections of the environment or individuals within
an environment are selected for study with the aim in mind of being as representative of
the whole wider study population as possible. When performing sampling in environmental
studies, it is essential that random sampling is used as it allows for a much more statistically
likely representation of the population as it is unbiased by the judgements of researchers. In
a number of the technical reports (including the two discussed below), this random
sampling has not been used and instead judgement sampling has been used for data
collection which is classified as a non-statistical sampling method where prior knowledge of
the site is used to determine the sampling locations or times. The main disadvantage of this
sampling method is that it can produce samples that are biased or unrepresentative of the
total population as they are influenced subjectively by the researcher. Further, many of the
studies done occurred at a singular time point or not performed over a sufficient time
period. Temporal scale is important in any study which involves ecological monitoring,
especially if the intention is to establish a baseline of the environment being studied. By
sampling at multiple time points, the variability which can occur seasonally can be
accounted for and a significantly more accurate picture can be understood. Without proper
scientific rigour and practice in these studies, the conclusions drawn in Chapter 6 of the EES
cannot be accurate or justified.

GIJPP EES Annexure A-D: Subtidal Benthic Habitats and Biodiversity
The aim of the report in this annexure was to “describe and map the benthic habitats
and associated biota in the main channel at Crib Point Jetty relevant to the project impact

pathways”. To achieve this, various methods were employed including using video and
photo equipment to take snapshots of the underwater environment. However, as identified
in the report, this process of image capture was done on the 20th of November and the 18th
and 19th of December in 2019 and infauna sampling was done on the 19th of September
2019. This timeline for sampling provides no information about the variability of the
underwater climate in Western Port bay. All environments are subject to seasonal variability
and in this specific environment, seasonal and tidal variability can have a significant impact
on the habitats in the area along with the depths that these environment occur due to the
deposition and transportation of sediment (sand) throughout the bay. The study needed to
perform measurements at, at least, 2 different timepoints to ensure that its data about the
environment was accurate. Any conclusions drawn from this study in chapter 6 of the EES
need to be scrutinised due to their basis on potentially inaccurate information.

GIJPP EES Annexure A-F: Threatened Ghost Shrimp Survey
The aim of this study was to identify the presence of the rare and endangered ghost
shrimp species, Michelea microphylla and Pseudocalliax tooradin, in the project area. This
was done so that the risks that the project poses to this species could be properly assessed.
The study does not detail how all of its sites were chosen for sampling, however indicated
that judgement sampling was used for a number due to the previous knowledge that ghost
shrimp had been found there. Furthermore, each site was only sampled once, which as
discussed previously is unacceptable due to the lack of temporal scale. The study concludes
that it did not find any shrimp of either species in the area saying for for Pseudocalliax
tooradin that “populations are associated with seagrass habitats in shallower water (<10 m
deep) in Western Port and Port Phillip, so it is not surprising it was not found in this survey of
deeper bare sediments.” While the ghost shrimp species are exceptionally rare, poor
sampling method most definitely could have had an impact on the success of this survey and
I would suggest that it needs to be repeated properly before the project is approved to
continue.
The lack of scientific rigour in the annexures within Technical report A are greatly
concerning to me as they show that the conclusions that have been drawn about risk to the
marine environment in Western Port bay are not based on concrete scientific evidence.
Based on this, closer scrutiny needs to be given to the environmental effects statement of
this project and the scientific discrepancies need to be resolved before it can be considered
to proceed.
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I am currently undertaking a PhD in seagrass restoration, specifically in Western
Port. One of my study sites is Woolley's Beach, directly in the potential footprint of
the proposed project. Seagrasses are highly threatened by climate change, and I
firmly believe that there is no place in the current climate for us to continue to use
damaging energy sources like natural gas. We should instead be investing more in
developing renewable energy. Furthermore, there are many gaps in the EES that
need to be addressed, such as the threat of invasive species brought into Western
Port by the increased shipping. Western Port is an incredibly diverse area, with many
different important habitats and ecosystems. These are too important to risk
without more scrutiny into the impact of the proposed project.
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My name is Sara Leitch and I live in the Westernport Bay area.
,W¶VDQDUHDWKDWKDVVRPDQ\W\SHVRIZLOGOLIHGLIIHUHQWPDULQHDQLPDOVDQGELUG
VSHFLHVDORQJZLWKRWKHUV,W¶VDEHDXWLIXODUHDWKDWGRHVQ¶WGHVHUYHWREHGHVWUR\HG
,OLYHLQWKHDUHDDQGLWVRLPSRUWDQWWRPHDVLWKROGVVRPDQ\RIP\PHPRULHV
,WKDQNWKH&ULE3RLQW,QTXLU\DQG$GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHHDQGWKH0LQLVWHUIRU3ODQQLQJ
IRUWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRPDNHDVXEPLVVLRQWRWKHHQYLURQPHQWDVVHVVPHQWRIWKH&ULE
3RLQWJDVLPSRUWMHWW\DQGJDVSLSHOLQHSURMHFW7KHUHDUHDYDULHW\RILVVXHVZKLFK
VKRXOGGHHPWKLVSURSRVDOXQDFFHSWDEOHXQGHULWVFXUUHQWIRUPDQGWKDW,ZLOOSRLQWWR
LQP\VXEPLVVLRQEXWWKHLVVXHWKDWFRQFHUQVPHPRVWLVWKHLPSDFWRQRXU
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\UHFRJQLVHGZHWODQGVDQGZLOGOLIH
7KHEHDFKDQGUHVHUYHDUHDDURXQG&ULE3RLQWMHWW\LVDSRSXODUVSRWIRUUHVLGHQWV
DQGYLVLWRUVDOLNH$FFHVVWRWKHUHVHUYHDQGVXUURXQGLQJDUHDVLVOLNHO\WREH
DIIHFWHGE\WKHORVVRIEXVKRUE\GLVUXSWLRQVEHFDXVHRIPDLQWHQDQFHRUKLJKQRLVH
7KH((6QRWHVWKDWWKHUHLVQRWDFRPSDUDEOHUHVHUYHDUHDQHDUE\7KHLQFUHDVHG
QXPEHURIVKLSVFRPLQJLQWR:HVWHUQSRUW%D\DQGWKHVWULFWH[FOXVLRQ]RQHVZLOO
PHDQERDWHUVRUVDLORUVZLOOKDYHPRUHGLVUXSWLYHVKLSWUDIILFWRFRQWHQGZLWK)LVKHUV
ZLOOHQMR\OHVVFDWFKDVDUHVXOWRIWKHLPSDFWRILQFUHDVHGVKLSSLQJDQGWR[LF
FKORULQDWLRQRIWKHLPSRUWDQWQXUVHU\VHDJUDVVVXUURXQGLQJWKH&ULE3RLQWMHWW\
3KLOOLS,VODQGLVWKHVHFRQGPRVWWRXULVPGHSHQGHQWUHJLRQLQDOORI$XVWUDOLD3HRSOH
FRPHWRVHHWKHOLWWOHSHQJXLQVDQGWKHPLJUDWLQJ+XPSEDFNDQG6RXWKHUQ5LJKW
ZKDOHVDVZHOODVRWKHULQFUHGLEOHPDULQHDQGZHWODQGZLOGOLIH7KHLQGXVWULDOLVDWLRQ
RI:HVWHUQSRUW%D\LQWKHIRUPRIKXJHJDVWDQNHUVDQGD)ORDWLQJ6WRUDJHDQG
5HJDVLILFDWLRQ8QLWZLOOXQGHUPLQHWKHEHDXW\RIWKHDUHDDQGEHLQFRQVLVWHQWZLWK
WKHSHUFHSWLRQWKDWLWLVDSULVWLQHDQGSURWHFWHGZHWODQG7KLVFRXOGLPSDFW3KLOOLS
,VODQGDVDSRSXODUWRXULVWGHVWLQDWLRQ
:HWODQGVDUHDPRQJWKHPRVWELRGLYHUVHHFRV\VWHPVRQHDUWK7KH\FRPELQHODQG
DQGZDWHUZKLFKDOORZVWKHPWREHKRPHWRDWOHDVWVSHFLHVLQFOXGLQJPLJUDWRU\
ELUGVOLNHWKHFULWLFDOO\HQGDQJHUHG2UDQJH%HOOLHG3DUURW+DOIRIWKH:HVWHUQSRUW
%D\ZHWODQGLVPDGHXSRIVHDJUDVVEHGVZKLFKDUHDQXUVHU\VLWHIRUSUDZQVDQG
ILVK:HVWHUQSRUW%D\LVDOVRWKHPRVWVLJQLILFDQWVLWHIRUPDQJURYHVLQ9LFWRULD
0DQJURYHVVWDELOLVHVHGLPHQWDQGSURWHFWWKHVKRUHOLQHIURPHURVLRQ7KHVKRUHOLQH
GLUHFWO\DURXQGWKH&ULE3RLQWMHWW\LVDQH[WHQVLYHPDQJURYHVWDQG:HWODQGVVKRXOG
EHSURWHFWHGDVDNH\KDELWDWIRUDQLQFUHGLEOHDUUD\RISODQWVDQGDQLPDOVUDWKHU
WKDQEHLQJVXEMHFWWRSRWHQWLDOO\GDPDJLQJSURMHFWVOLNHWKLVJDVLPSRUWWHUPLQDO
SURSRVHGE\$*/
,IWKHSURMHFWLVDSSURYHG$*/FRXOGGXPSXSWRPLOOLRQOLWUHVRIFKORULQDWHG
ZDWHULQWRWKH%D\HDFKGD\ZKLFKFRXOGKDYHDGLVDVWURXVLPSDFWRQPDULQHZLOGOLIH
7KHUHLVVRPXFKZHGRQRWNQRZDERXWKRZWKLVFROGFKORULQDWHGZDVWHZDWHUZLOO
DIIHFWPDULQHOLIHLQ:HVWHUQSRUW7KHLPSDFWPRGHOOLQJFRPSOHWHGE\$*/LVQRW
FRPSUHKHQVLYHDQGLQVRPHFDVHVWRWDOO\LQDSSURSULDWH)XUWKHUPRUHFXUUHQW
9LFWRULDQODZVSURKLELWWKHGLVFKDUJHRIZDVWHZDWHULQKLJKFRQVHUYDWLRQYDOXHDUHDV
OLNH:HVWHUQSRUW%D\FODXVHRIWKH6WDWH(QYLURQPHQW3URWHFWLRQ3ROLF\
:DWHUV $*/KDVVRIDUEHHQXQVXFFHVVIXOLQWKHLUDWWHPSWVWRZHDNHQWKHVHODZV

&RPELQLQJWKHSRRULPSDFWDVVHVVPHQWVDQGWKHIDFWWKDWWKHSODQFXUUHQWO\GRHVQRW
PHHWWKHOHJDOUHTXLUHPHQWVWKLVSURSRVDOVKRXOGQRWFRQWLQXH
:HWODQGVFRQWDLQDGLVSURSRUWLRQDWHDPRXQWRIWKHVRLOFDUERQRQRXUSODQHW
:HWODQGVDUHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUVWRULQJEHWZHHQDQGSHUFHQWRIJOREDOVRLO
FDUERQGHVSLWHRFFXS\LQJRQO\DURXQGDQGSHUFHQWRIWKHVXUIDFHRIWKH(DUWK
3URWHFWLQJZHWODQGVVXFKDV:HVWHUQSRUW%D\5DPVDUVLWHVKRXOGEHDSULRULW\WR
SUHYHQWWKHUHOHDVHRIYDVWTXDQWLWLHVRIFDUERQSROOXWLRQWRWKHDWPRVSKHUH7KLVLV
SDUWLFXODUO\LPSRUWDQWDVDGHIHQVHDJDLQVWWKHLPSDFWVRIFOLPDWHFKDQJH
,WLVFRQFHUQLQJWRVHHWKHODFNRIFUHGLEOHDVVHVVPHQWVRQKRZQRLVHZRXOGDIIHFW
PDULQHZLOGOLIH$*/DFNQRZOHGJHLQWKHLU((6WKDWWKHUHKDYHEHHQQREDVHOLQH
VWXGLHVRIWKHQRLVHLQ:HVWHUQSRUW%D\7KH\KDYHDOVRQRWWHVWHGWKHLPSDFWRI
QRLVHLQ:HVWHUQSRUW%D\LWVHOIQRUWKHQRLVHSURGXFHGE\DEHUWKHG)658(YHQ
ZLWKWKHVHLQDGHTXDWHVWXGLHVWKH((6VWDWHVWKDWXQGHUZDWHUVRXQGZRXOGHOLFLW
EHKDYLRXUDOFKDQJHVLQGROSKLQVDQGPDVNWKHFRPPXQLFDWLRQRIZKDOHVLQWKHDUHD
7KHQRLVHZRXOGDOVRGHWHUILVKDQGRWKHUPDULQHDQLPDOVIURPIRUDJLQJQHDUE\
ZKLFKZRXOGDIIHFWWKHLPSRUWDQWHFRV\VWHPDURXQG&ULE3RLQW
7KDQN\RXRQFHDJDLQIRUWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRFRQWULEXWHWRWKHHQYLURQPHQW
DVVHVVPHQWRIWKH&ULE3RLQWJDVLPSRUWMHWW\DQGJDVSLSHOLQHSURMHFW$VRXWOLQHG
DERYHWKHLPSDFWRQRXULQWHUQDWLRQDOO\UHFRJQLVHGZHWODQGVDQGZLOGOLIHZRXOGEH
XQDFFHSWDEOH7KHUHDUHPDQ\RWKHUYLDEOHDQGPRUHVXLWDEOHRSWLRQV9LFWRULDFDQ
SXUVXHWRHQVXUHWKDWZHPHHWRXUHQHUJ\QHHGVZLWKRXWH[SRVLQJWKHSUHFLRXV
ZHWODQGVRI:HVWHUQSRUW%D\WKHXQLTXHZLOGOLIHZKLFKGHSHQGRQWKLVHFRV\VWHPRU
WKHORFDOFRPPXQLW\WRDQ\KDUP
6LQFHUHO\
6DUD/HLWFK
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I worked in the electrical generation and distribution industry for 36 years and in
that time have seen many non renewable energy generation plants retired from
service. Large coal stations and eventually gas will surely follow the diesel plants
that were once much relied on. The uptake in renewable energy has been greater
than expected which has led to AEMO adjusting their estimate of Victorian gaspowered generation downwards
(https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/gas/national_planning_and_forecasting/gsoo/2
020/2020-gas-statement-of-opportunities.pdf?la=en). I believe that AGL should
invest more in renewable energy and less in what will become an out dated
technology. It would be possible to transition away from coal without the gas
alternative filling the gap (https://ieefa.org/ieefa-u-s-utilities-are-now-skipping-thegas-bridge-in-transition-from-coal-to-renewables/). I acknowledge that AGL has
significant investment in renewables and thank them for this. This is their
opportunity to lead and show their peers they can transition sooner not later. At
one stage I was contracted to AGL to maintain and fault find some of their Hydro
Electric stations so understand their commitment to a renewable future. Given the
developing trend away from fossil fuels detailed above I believe the development of
a floating gas facility in Westernport Bay and associated pipeline and land based
infrastructure to be too high a risk to the environment for a bridging technology. At
risk is the UNESCO Reserve and Ramsar listed wetlands, which Australia has
international obligations to protect. The increase in seagoing transport will put the
area at greater risk of oil spills and accidents that could wipe out or seriously
damage the environment of Westernport Bay. The ecosystem of this area which
includes Phillip Island is home to many species, some of which I mention here: Little
Penguins, Seals, Eastern Bared Bandicoot, Short Tailed Shearwaters, and Koalas.
Though some of these species have no tourist value, they play some part (maybe as
yet unknown) in the existence of all life on earth. There is a seafood industry
established in this area that could negatively impacted if the gas project goes ahead.
As an engineer I know that it is wise to adopt a precautionary approach in all
endeavors. Prior to COVID19 I was a frequent visitor to Phillip Island and took
comfort from the efforts of Nature Parks in making progress towards righting
previous errors in Flora and Fauna management. Your gas facility places all their
efforts the native wildlife and the lively hoods of many citizens at risk. Please
reconsider for the next generations. Peter Nixon, B.Eng. Hons.
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Silverleaves, Philip Island VIC 3922

My name is lia roatto and I visit Westernport Bay o ten.

It is an important amsar desi nated site s stainin vital man rove orests
mi ratory irds and ish. It is also a place o ea ty and leis re that I have visited
or holidays most o my li e.
I than the ri
oint In iry and dvisory ommittee and the Minister or lannin
or the opport nity to ma e a s mission to the environment assessment o the
ri oint as import etty and as pipeline pro ect. here are a variety o iss es
hich sho ld deem this proposal naccepta le nder its c rrent orm and that I ill
point to in my s mission t the iss e that concerns me most is the impact on o r
internationally reco nised etlands and ildli e.
ne ossil el pro ect li e the as import terminal hich
L is proposin
o ld
introd ce ne ris s to the local comm nity and visitors to the area. hese ris s
incl de e posin people to to ic hydrocar ons hich may lea rom the acility and
increased ris o accidental ire and e plosion as noted in
S echnical eport .
he nearest homes to the import acility are a o t . ms a ay and Wooleys
Beach is also close to the site.
L have completed only preliminary antitative
ris assessments on these ris s and have deemed the ris accepta le on that
asis. It is not accepta le to present preliminary st dies and the
S sho ld not
contin e ntil e have an independent e pert to provide inal ris assessments.
hillip Island is the second most to rism dependent re ion in all o
stralia. I have
en oyed holidayin there all my li e and appreciate its ni e iodiversity. eople
come to see the little pen ins and the mi ratin
mp ac and So thern i ht
hales as ell as other incredi le marine and etland ildli e. he ind strialisation
o Westernport Bay in the orm o h e as tan ers and a loatin Stora e and
e asi ication nit ill ndermine the ea ty o the area and e inconsistent ith
the perception that it is a pristine and protected etland. his co ld impact hillip
Island as a pop lar to rist destination and ca se tremendo s rie to people ho
live there and holiday there.
Wetlands are amon the most iodiverse ecosystems on earth. hey com ine land
and ater hich allo s them to e home to at least
species incl din
mi ratory irds li e the critically endan ered ran e Bellied arrot. al o the
Westernport Bay etland is made p o sea rass eds hich are a n rsery site or
pra ns and ish. Westernport Bay is also the most si ni icant site or man roves in
ictoria. Man roves sta ilise sediment and protect the shoreline rom erosion. he
shoreline directly aro nd the ri oint etty is an e tensive man rove stand.
Wetlands sho ld e protected as a ey ha itat or an incredi le array o plants and
animals rather than ein s ect to potentially dama in pro ects li e this as
import terminal proposed y
L.
I the pro ect is approved
L co ld d mp p to
million litres o chlorinated
ater into the Bay each day hich co ld have a disastro s impact on marine
ildli e. here is so m ch e do not no a o t ho this cold chlorinated
aste ater ill a ect marine li e in Westernport. he impact modellin completed

y
L is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate. rthermore
c rrent ictorian la s prohi it the dischar e o aste ater in hi h conservation
val e areas li e Westernport Bay cla se
o the State nvironment rotection
olicy Waters .
L has so ar een ns ccess l in their attempts to ea en
these la s. om inin the poor impact assessments and the act that the plan
c rrently does not meet the le al re irements this proposal sho ld not contin e.
Millions o
stralians consider climate chan e not to e a threat in the distant
t re t a dan ero s reality e ace ri ht no . We are on trac or several
de rees elsi s o armin y the end o the cent ry i e do not c r o r
emissions rom ossil els. he pl mmetin costs o rene a les and ener y
stora e has rendered ossil el pro ects not only a threat to o r environment t
also ad siness. orporations li e
L sho ld e investin more in rene a les
and s pportin cons mers to move a ay rom as instead o investin in soon to
e stranded assets. his proposal to ild a as import terminal is not consistent
ith hat e need to do to create a sa e climate.
It is concernin to see the lac o credi le assessments on ho noise o ld a ect
marine ildli e.
L ac no led e in their
S that there have een no aseline
st dies o the noise in Westernport Bay. hey have also not tested the impact o
noise in Westernport Bay itsel nor the noise prod ced y a erthed S . ven
ith these inade ate st dies the
S states that nder ater so nd o ld elicit
ehavio ral chan es in dolphins and mas the comm nication o hales in the
area. he noise o ld also deter ish and other marine animals rom ora in
near y hich o ld a ect the important ecosystem aro nd ri oint.
han yo once a ain or the opport nity to contri te to the environment
assessment o the ri
oint as import etty and as pipeline pro ect. s o tlined
a ove the impact on o r internationally reco nised etlands and ildli e o ld e
naccepta le. here are many other via le and more s ita le options ictoria can
p rs e to ens re that e meet o r ener y needs itho t e posin the precio s
etlands o Westernport Bay the ni e ildli e hich depend on this ecosystem
or the local comm nity to any harm.
Sincerely
lia roatto
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My name is Jackson Dahlenburg and I care about the environment in
Westernport Bay, and have close friends who live in this area.
I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister
for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this
proposal unacceptable under its current form and that I will point to in
my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife.
Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature
and access to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and
environmental grief experienced by communities who place significance
on these areas. This can detrimentally impact on the long-term mental
health of a community. Excessive exposure to noise and light pollution in
areas of recreation or among households can result in loss of sleep and
irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a lack of ability
to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in increased
prevalence of mental health conditions in a community.
Phillip Island is the second most tourism-dependent region in all of
Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the migrating
Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible
marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification
Unit will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the
perception that it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact
Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination.
Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their
ecological character and preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate
to build and operate a gas import terminal in the middle of one of the
most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally significant
wetland.
If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres of
chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous

impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport.
The impact modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in
some cases totally inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws
prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high conservation value areas
like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment Protection
Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to
weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the
fact that the plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this
proposal should not continue.
Millions of Australians consider climate change not to be a threat in the
distant future but a dangerous reality we face right now. We are on track
for several degrees Celsius of warming by the end of the century if we
do not curb our emissions from fossil fuels. The plummeting costs of
renewables and energy storage has rendered fossil fuel projects not
only a threat to our environment but also bad business. Corporations
like AGL should be investing more in renewables and supporting
consumers to move away from gas instead of investing in soon-to-be
stranded assets. This proposal to build a gas import terminal is not
consistent with what we need to do to create a safe climate.
Large ships like LNG tankers have been recorded as having hit whales
and other marine mammals. The EES has grossly underreported the
chance of whale strike at 1-in-2500 per year. Using their own figures the
actual calculated risk is 1-in-326. This means a 1-in-16 chance over the
proposed 20-year lifespan. It is likely that these numbers are
conservative because the number of whales observed with injuries
consistent with ship strike is higher than the number of strikes reported
by shipping operators. The conclusion that a ship strike would have a
low consequence to the visiting Southern Right whale population is
inconsistent with the Conservation Management Plan for Southern Right
whales.
Thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute to the
environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas
pipeline project. As outlined above, the impact on our internationally
recognised wetlands and wildlife would be unacceptable. There are
many other viable, and more suitable, options Victoria can pursue to
ensure that we meet our energy needs without exposing the precious

wetlands of Westernport Bay, the unique wildlife which depend on this
ecosystem, or the local community to any harm.
Sincerely,
Jackson Dahlenburg
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My name is Lynne Henson and I care about the environment in Westernport Bay.
We want to see the bay and it’s environment. protected for future generations to
enjoy and thrive in . Continuing exploitation of fossil fuels will only add to climate
change . I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for
Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment
of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of
issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current form and
that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the
negative impact on greenhouse gas emissions in Victoria. The beach and reserve
area around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access
to the reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Wetlands
are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth. They combine land and water
which allows them to be home to at least 1350 species including migratory birds like
the critically endangered Orange-Bellied Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay
wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a nursery site for prawns and fish.
Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for mangroves in Victoria.
Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from erosion. The shoreline
directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove stand. Wetlands should
be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of plants and animals rather
than being subject to potentially damaging projects like this gas import terminal
proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million litres
of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous impact on
marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold chlorinated
wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport.
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My name is Sarah Jaboor and I live in the Westernport Bay area. Westernport Bay
is important because the ecosystem (plants, animals, environment) is unique and
brings me joy. I grew up in the parks and on the beaches and they hold a lot of
precious memories. And it's beautiful. I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory
Committee and the Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission
to the environment assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline
project. There are a variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable
under its current form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that
concerns me most is the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and
wildlife. Natural environments play a crucial role in both the mental and physical
health of the communities who access them. The potential loss of nature and access
to green spaces can contribute to mental distress and environmental grief
experienced by communities who place significance on these areas. This can
detrimentally impact on the long-term mental health of a community. Excessive
exposure to noise and light pollution in areas of recreation or among households can
result in loss of sleep and irritability. As well as increased prevalence of anxiety and a
lack of ability to focus. The impacts of noise and light pollution can result in
increased prevalence of mental health conditions in a community. Phillip Island is
the second most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see
the little penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well
as other incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport
Bay in the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
will undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that
it is a pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular
tourist destination. Wetlands are among the most biodiverse ecosystems on earth.
They combine land and water which allows them to be home to at least 1350
species including migratory birds like the critically endangered Orange-Bellied
Parrot. Half of the Westernport Bay wetland is made up of seagrass beds which are a
nursery site for prawns and fish. Westernport Bay is also the most significant site for
mangroves in Victoria. Mangroves stabilise sediment and protect the shoreline from
erosion. The shoreline directly around the Crib Point jetty is an extensive mangrove
stand. Wetlands should be protected as a key habitat for an incredible array of
plants and animals rather than being subject to potentially damaging projects like
this gas import terminal proposed by AGL. If the project is approved AGL could
dump up to 468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could
have a disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about
how this cold chlorinated wastewater
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My name is Christopher Bailey and I visit Westernport Bay often. I thank the Crib
Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the Minister for Planning for the
opportunity to make a submission to the environment assessment of the Crib Point
gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a variety of issues that I will
point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is the impact on our
internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. The beach and reserve area
around Crib Point jetty is a popular spot for residents and visitors alike. Access to the
reserve and surrounding areas is likely to be affected by the loss of bush or by
disruptions because of maintenance or high noise. The EES notes that there is not a
comparable reserve area nearby. The increased number of ships coming into
Westernport Bay and the strict exclusion zones will mean boaters or sailors will have
more disruptive ship traffic to contend with. Fishers will enjoy less catch as a result
of the impact of increased shipping and toxic chlorination of the important nursery
seagrass surrounding the Crib Point jetty. Phillip Island is the second most tourismdependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little penguins and the
migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other incredible marine
and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in the form of huge
gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will undermine the beauty
of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a pristine and protected
wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist destination. Australia
has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of wetlands as a signatory
of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. This is
understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and preventing their
degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import terminal in the
middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an internationally
significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to 468 million
litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a disastrous
impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how this cold
chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact modelling
completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally inappropriate.
Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of wastewater in high
conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the State Environment
Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in their attempts to
weaken these laws. Combining the poor impact assessments and the fact that the
plan currently does not meet the legal requirements this proposal should not
continue. Sincerely, Christopher Bailey
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Submission by Sandy Milne, Bittern Resident
To - Inquiry and Advisory Committee, AGL and APA EES response.
26 August, 2020
Thank you for the opportunity to submit a response to this proposal.
I will be brief, as I am aware of the numerous high-quality applications from our local environmental
groups – and the MP Shire, which opposes the proposal.
The stress of this process
I will note the undue pressure and stress this proposal has put onto the local community - especially
at this time of COVID. I have spoken to people in tears, others who have had sleepless nights; and I
too have nearly been moved to tears at the thought of this environment being trodden on by an
uncaring profit monster.
These kinds of processes are like a ‘David and Goliath’ scenario – people have to rally together, with
little or no resource, to wade through 11,00 pages?? of documents in highly technical language. AGL
has the resource to pay consultants – we, the people potentially impacted – do not.
We are trying to do our jobs, care for children or elderly and live our lives, while doing this work. This
time, with additional stress and disadvantages of movement, due to COVID, has placed significant
load on many local people.
The value of this environment
I grew up on the Port Phillip side of the Peninsula and returned 25 years ago, to live (and work) in
Westernport, due to its less disturbed environment and quieter nature. In this way, I reflect the
views of many other residents.
I visit Woolleys Beach and Jacks beach at least twice weekly, by bike, to walk, or to kayak. During the
COVID lockdown, I always find these places occupied by other walkers or families, enjoying the
scenery and flora. I’m rarely there without seeing 5-10 other people, during any time of the day.
This area is an important and much-loved place of retreat, reflection, and recreation.
AGL’s project rationale is inappropriate.
The industrialisation of Westernport is based upon an archaic plan to industrialise Westernport, due
to its deep-water channels, dating back to the 1960s. The resultant land grab and conflictual political
dealings were later exposed in 1972 with the publishing of a booklet, ‘The Shame of Westernport Speculators Dream, Environmental Nightmare’ 1 by a coalition of several bodies, including WPPC,
under the collective name of Save Westernport’.
This began a movement of local people keen to preserve the environment of Westernport. This
movement continues, having become even stronger in recent years, with a few examples of
community support including: defeating the proposed bitumen project for Woolley’s beach (2014?);
an inappropriate aged care facility in Woolleys Road (2018), securing the Devilbend (Daarngean)
reserve as a passive recreational facility (2010) and ensuring Kinfauns land development adjacent to
Waringine Park included wildlife trails.

1

Save Westernport Alliance, 197,2

he Shame o Westernport Spec lators
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Social attitudes to the environment
The social demographic, and community understanding and appreciation of the natural environment
in and around Westernport have both significantly changed since the 1960’s, through continued
education and information, and with the movement of people from more urban environments to a
more ‘green’ locality. 2
Increasing numbers of business focus on tourism, relying on a “clean, green” environment 3.
Mornington Peninsula Shire Crib Point Township plan 4 (2016, updating 2020), developed in
consultation with residents, captures these changes.
Similarly, there is greater community awareness of the impact of terrestrial habitat loss, chemical
run off, introduced pests, noise, and marine traffic on marine life.
AGL’s proposal is incongruent with the expressed wishes, needs of many community residents and
the ongoing momentum to create a safe and healthy Westernport community. The proposed
project would put tourism business livelihoods at risk.
Climate change policy
Widespread scientific and community concern about climate change has forced all levels of
government to create emissions reduction targets to reduce global warming. The impact of climate
change on the bay is already evident and will only continue, as sea levels rise. Fossil fuel projects
that escalate this project are not appropriate and are contrary to the
This proposal is out of touch with both State and local government climate change plans.
Mornington Peninsula Shire has declared a state of climate emergency, while the Victorian
government states:
‘The Victorian Government’s Adaptation Plan 5 is a core component of the Government’s agenda for
ambitious action and leadership on climate change. That agenda also includes: • the 2020 emissions
reduction target • the TAKE2 pledging program • ambitious renewable energy targets • substantial
energy efficiency policy commitments.
Together, these initiatives are the start of Victoria’s transition to a net zero emissions, climateresilient future’. (p.10)
AGL and APA’s project is out of step with contemporary thinking that values a diverse, healthy
environment; with climate policy; and with the wishes of the vast majority of people who live,
recreate, and run business in Westernport, as evidenced by the thousands of submissions already
presented to this EES process.
Proposed project location
Westernport is a unique, fragile and internationally recognised area; an intertidal Ramsar listed
wetland that is vital for birdlife as a significant area for migratory birds; fish and squid breeding;
seagrasses; and some of the most southerly mangroves. It contains three of Victoria’s thirteen
2

https://profile.id.com.au/mornington-peninsula
Environment Victoria, Save Westernport and VNPA response to EES Technical Reports M and N.
4
MPSC, Crib Point Township Plan Refresh; https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Building-Planning/StrategicPlanning/Strategic-Planning-Projects/Crib-Point-Township-Plan-Refresh, accessed August 2020.
5
https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/60729/Victorias-Climate-ChangeAdaptation-Plan-2017-2020.pdf, accessed August 2020
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marine parks and relies on many highly sensitive ecological factors for its survival, including the
interplay of the inland hinterland, saltmarshes, wetlands, waterways and tidal zones.
‘The geography of Western Port also generates complex relationships within the bay, especially
because its strong currents move sediments, nutrients and toxicants around, and provide a path for
plants and animals to disperse. This means, for example, that nutrients entering the bay may be
processed and removed in areas distant from where they entered. Some of Western Port’s plants
and animals also use different parts of Western Port during different stages of their life cycles, or
only live part of their lives in the bay. While it is helpful to consider individual assets of Western Port
or particular threats, we need to keep in mind the critical linkages within this ecosystem.’ 6
Westernport is already under threat from increased urbanisation, past and present agriculture, and
industrial use. It is an extremely sensitive environment, where impacts of chemical, sediment, or
other spills on land or in one area of the bay, can be transferred quickly through the bay.
With our flora and fauna extinction rate, we are long overdue to take a precautionary approach to
caring for our environment before it’s just too late.
AGL and APA have not provided evidence of any scoping of alternative sites for the project, despite
acknowledging the environmental sensitivity of Westernport. I consider this omission as a dismissive
act towards the potential destructive impacts of the project on Westernport.
The (hopeful) scenario by AGL that this will in fact lead to cheaper gas.
This statement is refuted by many energy experts, and dubious, at best. Victorian government
should be encouraging a move to using less gas, while alternative sustainable energy sources
continue to grow.
There are many examples of community power initiatives. AGL, in my view would be better placed
to invest in some of these; and in battery power to streamline solar uptake.
AGL does not have the social or economic license to ransack the environment for the sake of a
(hypothetical) short term gain; and as in the case of many failed energy overspends, (the Kimberley,
currently in question) , risk a stranded asset that becomes a liability not only to shareholders, but to
taxpayers.
The EES report
The poor quality of many of the underlying assumptions, lack of survey data, inaccurate modelling
and what comes across as a disregard for the special qualities of Westernport, and its people,
including and especially the Aboriginal people of this land, leaves me with no faith in the integrity of
this company.
Yours sincerely

Sandra Milne

6

Melbourne Water, 2011, ‘Understanding the Western Port Environment A summary of current knowledge and
priorities for future research’.
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My name is Jay Lewis and I live on the Mornington Peninsula.
I am an energy law expert employed by a federal government agency and I grew up in Balnarring,
9km from AGL’s proposed terminal.
Westernport Bay has provided me and my family with an enduring connection to the local area. We
surf and swim in its waters. We walk its shores. It is the place we turn to for contemplation when
life gets hard and it is where we go to celebrate our collective joys.
Its cultural heritage value is critical to the many communities which line this coastline, including the
Boonwurrung people of the Kulin nation, whose connection to this area goes back thousands of
years.
Its environmental value as a fragile and diverse ecosystem is undeniable. And its social and
economic value depends completely on maintaining this environment in a healthy state.
It is therefore important that any major development is appropriately weighed against the risks of
damaging Westernport Bay’s immense cultural heritage, environmental, social and economic
value.
Unfortunately, the AGL terminal and pipeline is the wrong project; at the wrong time; for the wrong
reasons.
AGL’s justiﬁcation for the project is that there is (i) a looming gas shortage in Australia which is
leading to higher domestic prices, and (ii) this project will play an important role in addressing this
gas shortage, leading the cheaper prices for consumers.
Firstly, there is no “gas shortage”. It is well understood that the historical reason for high gas prices
in Australia was our exposure to the international gas market and local producers’ increasing
appetite for exporting locally produced gas (see e.g. ACCC Gas Inquiry Report 2019). My
experience as an energy lawyer tells me that gas prices are set almost entirely by international
markets (see also ACCC Gas Inquiry 2019). Therefore, investing in domestic gas re-liquiﬁcation
and transport infrastructure is likely to have minimal impact on domestic gas prices (see also
Macquarie Wealth Management report 2018). Secondly, in 2020 the international price of gas is
plummeting. This is likely to continue, further undermining the need for AGL’s project to reduce
domestic gas prices.
Secondly, on the supply-side, the energy market is changing rapidly and renewables are now the
cheapest form of alternative new power (AEMO Integrated System Plan 2020; CSIRO and AEMO
GenCost 2018, Updated projections of electricity generation technology costs). Renewables are
projected to increasingly displace gas as an energy source (see AEMO Integrated System Plan
2020 ‘stepped change’ model). In fact, renewables have already overtaken gas generation as of
2019 (ofﬁcial government energy statistics, May 2020 https://www.energy.gov.au/publications/
australian-energy-statistics-table-o-electricity-generation-fuel-type-2018-19-and-2019).
Thirdly, on the demand-side, consumption is rapidly changing as consumers move to renewable
energy and replace gas consumption devices with electriﬁcation. This trend is likely to accelerate
over the coming decade (https://www.pwc.com.au/power-and-utilities/future-of-energy-australianenergy-outlook-report.html).
Therefore, the combination of increasing penetration of cheaper renewables, lower gas prices and
lower demand for gas, completely undermines the need for AGL’s project. In the context of tangible
risks to local communities, culture, the environment and economy, the project is unconscionable.
Finally, it is now widely recognised that we must act as quickly as possible to transition away from
fossil fuel energy production. Gas is a fossil fuel, requiring huge amounts of energy to produce and

signiﬁcant levels of fugitive (methane) emissions through the extraction process - methane is 86
times more powerful than carbon dioxide (see Mike Sandiford, http://
climatecollege.unimelb.edu.au/review-current-and-future-methane-emissions-australianunconventional-oil-and-gas-production).
It is the wrong time to invest in gas infrastructure, which is likely to become costly ‘stranded assets’
soon in the future as we transition to renewables.
AGL’s plans are completely at odds with community expectations on climate change. Its plans also
fail to adequately take into account the contribution of this project to Australia’s emissions into the
future (including from gas extraction associated with supplying the pipeline).
Thank you for considering my submission.
Yours sincerely
Jay Lewis
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I oppose this project. I don’t believe this is an effective and long term sustainable
project. I think we should we investing in renewable energy. There are unknown
effects that could devastate local habitat and animal and sea life.
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darren cristina
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Attachment 2:
Attachment 3:
Submission:

My name is darren cristina and I live in the Westernport Bay area. the natural
enviroment brings tourist from all over the worldthis toursim is what keeps the local
economy alive I thank the Crib Point Inquiry and Advisory Committee and the
Minister for Planning for the opportunity to make a submission to the environment
assessment of the Crib Point gas import jetty and gas pipeline project. There are a
variety of issues which should deem this proposal unacceptable under its current
form and that I will point to in my submission but the issue that concerns me most is
the impact on our internationally recognised wetlands and wildlife. A new fossil fuel
project like the gas import terminal which AGL is proposing would introduce new
risks to the local community and visitors to the area. These risks include exposing
people to toxic hydrocarbons which may leak from the facility and increased risk of
accidental fire and explosion as noted in EES Technical Report K. The nearest homes
to the import facility are about 1.5 kms away and Wooleys Beach is also close to the
site. AGL have completed only preliminary quantitative risk assessments on these
risks and have deemed the risk acceptable on that basis. It is not acceptable to
present preliminary studies and the EES should not continue until we have an
independent expert to provide final risk assessments. Phillip Island is the second
most tourism-dependent region in all of Australia. People come to see the little
penguins and the migrating Humpback and Southern Right whales as well as other
incredible marine and wetland wildlife. The industrialisation of Westernport Bay in
the form of huge gas tankers and a Floating Storage and Regasification Unit will
undermine the beauty of the area and be inconsistent with the perception that it is a
pristine and protected wetland. This could impact Phillip Island as a popular tourist
destination. Australia has committed to promote the conservation and wise use of
wetlands as a signatory of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance. This is understood as the maintenance of their ecological character and
preventing their degradation. It is inappropriate to build and operate a gas import
terminal in the middle of one of the most precious environments in Victoria and an
internationally significant wetland. If the project is approved AGL could dump up to
468 million litres of chlorinated water into the Bay each day which could have a
disastrous impact on marine wildlife. There is so much we do not know about how
this cold chlorinated wastewater will affect marine life in Westernport. The impact
modelling completed by AGL is not comprehensive and in some cases totally
inappropriate. Furthermore, current Victorian laws prohibit the discharge of
wastewater in high conservation value areas like Westernport Bay - clause 22 of the
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters). AGL has so far been unsuccessful in
their attempts to weaken these laws. Combinin
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as attached

My name is essica

s

rn and I care a o t the environment in Westernport Bay. 

:HVWHUQSRUW%D\LVLPSRUWDQWWRPHEHFDXVHLWLVKRPHWRWKHLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\
VLJQLILFDQWZHWODQGVOLVWHGXQGHU5$06$53UHFLRXVIORUDDQGIDXQDLQFOXGLQJ
$XVWUDOLDQIXUVHDOVDQGWKHFULWLFDOO\HQGDQJHUHGRUDQJHEHOOLHGSDUURWVUHVLGHWKHUH
WRR
,WKDQNWKH&ULE3RLQW,QTXLU\DQG$GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHHDQGWKH0LQLVWHUIRU3ODQQLQJ
IRUWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRPDNHDVXEPLVVLRQWRWKHHQYLURQPHQWDVVHVVPHQWRIWKH&ULE
3RLQWJDVLPSRUWMHWW\DQGJDVSLSHOLQHSURMHFW7KHUHDUHDYDULHW\RILVVXHVZKLFK
VKRXOGGHHPWKLVSURSRVDOXQDFFHSWDEOHXQGHULWVFXUUHQWIRUPDQGWKDW,ZLOOSRLQWWR
LQP\VXEPLVVLRQEXWWKHLVVXHWKDWFRQFHUQVPHPRVWLVWKHLPSDFWRQRXU
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\UHFRJQLVHGZHWODQGVDQGZLOGOLIH
7KHEHDFKDQGUHVHUYHDUHDDURXQG&ULE3RLQWMHWW\LVDSRSXODUVSRWIRUUHVLGHQWV
DQGYLVLWRUVDOLNH$FFHVVWRWKHUHVHUYHDQGVXUURXQGLQJDUHDVLVOLNHO\WREH
DIIHFWHGE\WKHORVVRIEXVKRUE\GLVUXSWLRQVEHFDXVHRIPDLQWHQDQFHRUKLJKQRLVH
7KH((6QRWHVWKDWWKHUHLVQRWDFRPSDUDEOHUHVHUYHDUHDQHDUE\7KHLQFUHDVHG
QXPEHURIVKLSVFRPLQJLQWR:HVWHUQSRUW%D\DQGWKHVWULFWH[FOXVLRQ]RQHVZLOO
PHDQERDWHUVRUVDLORUVZLOOKDYHPRUHGLVUXSWLYHVKLSWUDIILFWRFRQWHQGZLWK)LVKHUV
ZLOOHQMR\OHVVFDWFKDVDUHVXOWRIWKHLPSDFWRILQFUHDVHGVKLSSLQJDQGWR[LF
FKORULQDWLRQRIWKHLPSRUWDQWQXUVHU\VHDJUDVVVXUURXQGLQJWKH&ULE3RLQWMHWW\
3KLOOLS,VODQGLVWKHVHFRQGPRVWWRXULVPGHSHQGHQWUHJLRQLQDOORI$XVWUDOLD3HRSOH
FRPHWRVHHWKHOLWWOHSHQJXLQVDQGWKHPLJUDWLQJ+XPSEDFNDQG6RXWKHUQ5LJKW
ZKDOHVDVZHOODVRWKHULQFUHGLEOHPDULQHDQGZHWODQGZLOGOLIH7KHLQGXVWULDOLVDWLRQ
RI:HVWHUQSRUW%D\LQWKHIRUPRIKXJHJDVWDQNHUVDQGD)ORDWLQJ6WRUDJHDQG
5HJDVLILFDWLRQ8QLWZLOOXQGHUPLQHWKHEHDXW\RIWKHDUHDDQGEHLQFRQVLVWHQWZLWK
WKHSHUFHSWLRQWKDWLWLVDSULVWLQHDQGSURWHFWHGZHWODQG7KLVFRXOGLPSDFW3KLOOLS
,VODQGDVDSRSXODUWRXULVWGHVWLQDWLRQ
$XVWUDOLDKDVFRPPLWWHGWRSURPRWHWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGZLVHXVHRIZHWODQGVDVD
VLJQDWRU\RIWKH5DPVDU&RQYHQWLRQRQ:HWODQGVRI,QWHUQDWLRQDO,PSRUWDQFH7KLVLV
XQGHUVWRRGDVWKHPDLQWHQDQFHRIWKHLUHFRORJLFDOFKDUDFWHUDQGSUHYHQWLQJWKHLU
GHJUDGDWLRQ,WLVLQDSSURSULDWHWREXLOGDQGRSHUDWHDJDVLPSRUWWHUPLQDOLQWKH
PLGGOHRIRQHRIWKHPRVWSUHFLRXVHQYLURQPHQWVLQ9LFWRULDDQGDQLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\
VLJQLILFDQWZHWODQG
,IWKHSURMHFWLVDSSURYHG$*/FRXOGGXPSXSWRPLOOLRQOLWUHVRIFKORULQDWHG
ZDWHULQWRWKH%D\HDFKGD\ZKLFKFRXOGKDYHDGLVDVWURXVLPSDFWRQPDULQHZLOGOLIH
7KHUHLVVRPXFKZHGRQRWNQRZDERXWKRZWKLVFROGFKORULQDWHGZDVWHZDWHUZLOO
DIIHFWPDULQHOLIHLQ:HVWHUQSRUW7KHLPSDFWPRGHOOLQJFRPSOHWHGE\$*/LVQRW
FRPSUHKHQVLYHDQGLQVRPHFDVHVWRWDOO\LQDSSURSULDWH)XUWKHUPRUHFXUUHQW
9LFWRULDQODZVSURKLELWWKHGLVFKDUJHRIZDVWHZDWHULQKLJKFRQVHUYDWLRQYDOXHDUHDV
OLNH:HVWHUQSRUW%D\FODXVHRIWKH6WDWH(QYLURQPHQW3URWHFWLRQ3ROLF\
:DWHUV $*/KDVVRIDUEHHQXQVXFFHVVIXOLQWKHLUDWWHPSWVWRZHDNHQWKHVHODZV
&RPELQLQJWKHSRRULPSDFWDVVHVVPHQWVDQGWKHIDFWWKDWWKHSODQFXUUHQWO\GRHVQRW
PHHWWKHOHJDOUHTXLUHPHQWVWKLVSURSRVDOVKRXOGQRWFRQWLQXH

7KHHOHFWULFLW\JHQHUDWLRQVHFWRUZLOOSOD\DNH\UROHLQWKHWUDQVLWLRQDZD\IURPIRVVLO
IXHOV5HQHZDEOHHQHUJ\KDVEHFRPHWKHFKHDSHVWDOWHUQDWLYHIRUQHZSRZHU
SURGXFWLRQ7KLVKROGVWUXHHYHQZKHQUHQHZDEOHVDUHEDFNHGZLWKKRXUVRI
VWRUDJHWRJXDUDQWHHWKDWUHQHZDEOHHQHUJ\FDQEHGHOLYHUHGZKHQUHTXLUHG
DFFRUGLQJWRWKH$XVWUDOLDQ(QHUJ\0DUNHW2SHUDWRUDQG&6,527KHIDFWWKDWILUPHG
UHQHZDEOHVZLOOGLVSODFHJDVLVEHFRPLQJLQFUHDVLQJO\DFFHSWHGLQWKHHQHUJ\
PDUNHWV7KLV\HDU$(02DGMXVWHGLWV9LFWRULDQ*3*DQQXDOFRQVXPSWLRQIRUHFDVW
IRUWKHWRSHULRG7KH\QRZDVVXPHWKDWJDVFRQVXPSWLRQZLOOEH
GUDPDWLFDOO\EHORZZKDWZDVSUHYLRXVO\WKRXJKWGXHWRDKLJKHUSHQHWUDWLRQRI
UHQHZDEOHVWKDQSUHYLRXVO\IRUHFDVW
6PDOOPDULQHRUJDQLVPVZKLFKPDNHXSWKHIRXQGDWLRQVRIWKHHFRV\VWHPOLNH
SODQNWRQDQGILVKHJJVZRXOGEHWKHPRVWLPSDFWHGE\WKLVSURSRVDO/RFDOO\WKH\
ZRXOGEHXQDEOHWRHVFDSHEHLQJSXOOHGLQWRWKHVKLSLQWDNHDQGEHLQJVXEMHFWHGWR
FKORULQHOHYHOVIDUDERYHVDIHOHYHOV7KHLPSDFWLVOLNHO\WREHVLJQLILFDQWZLWKQHDUO\
KDOIDELOOLRQOLWUHVRIZDWHUEHLQJGUDZQLQWRWKHLQWDNHVHDFKGD\7KLVHQRUPRXV
TXDQWLW\RIFROGHUFKORULQDWHGZDWHUZRXOGEHGXPSHGEDFNLQWRWKH%D\DQG
GLVSHUVHZLWKWKHFXUUHQWWKHUHE\IXUWKHUDIIHFWLQJPDULQHZLOGOLIH
7KDQN\RXRQFHDJDLQIRUWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRFRQWULEXWHWRWKHHQYLURQPHQW
DVVHVVPHQWRIWKH&ULE3RLQWJDVLPSRUWMHWW\DQGJDVSLSHOLQHSURMHFW$VRXWOLQHG
DERYHWKHLPSDFWRQRXULQWHUQDWLRQDOO\UHFRJQLVHGZHWODQGVDQGZLOGOLIHZRXOGEH
XQDFFHSWDEOH7KHUHDUHPDQ\RWKHUYLDEOHDQGPRUHVXLWDEOHRSWLRQV9LFWRULDFDQ
SXUVXHWRHQVXUHWKDWZHPHHWRXUHQHUJ\QHHGVZLWKRXWH[SRVLQJWKHSUHFLRXV
ZHWODQGVRI:HVWHUQSRUW%D\WKHXQLTXHZLOGOLIHZKLFKGHSHQGRQWKLVHFRV\VWHPRU
WKHORFDOFRPPXQLW\WRDQ\KDUP
6LQFHUHO\
-HVVLFD2VEXUQ
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