The Inner Metro Region
About the Metropolitan
Partnerships
Six new Metropolitan Partnerships
have been established for the
Inner Metro, Inner South-east, Western,
Northern, Eastern and Southern
metropolitan regions. These Partnerships
will bring together experts and leaders from
all levels of government, business and the
community to develop priorities for the
region which will be shared with the
Victorian Government.
We acknowledge the Aboriginal people as Australia’s first
peoples and as the Traditional Owners and custodians
of the land and water on which we rely.

The Inner Metro Region is home to Melbourne’s central
business district, world-class sporting facilities, and
cultural heritage locations. The region includes the local
government areas of Melbourne, Port Phillip and Yarra.
TOTAL POPULATION OF THE
INNER METRO REGION

337,439

Melbourne (C)

135,726
Yarra (C)

92,610

Port Phillip (C)

Who lives here?
Age: The 20-34 year old age group is currently the
largest in the region. The most significant growth (35%)
until 2021 is expected in the school-aged children age
range.
Housing mix: The region is experiencing an increase
in high density residential development, in particular
apartment buildings. Homelessness is an issue. The
homelessness rate in the region is almost three times
the metropolitan average.
Projected household structure (in 2016):

109,103

The region has a population of over 337,000, or about
7% of Melbourne’s total population.

Growth and Change

we get around
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22,188 (all regions: 589,824)

The region’s population is projected to increase by
around 18% between 2016 -2021, compared to a 10%
increase across all of metropolitan Melbourne. Urban
renewal areas such as Fishermans Bend and Arden will
play a critical role in accommodating growth and
shaping the future of the region.
.How
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Languages: 30% of the population speaks a language
other than English at home, compared to the
metropolitan average of 31%. The top 5 languages
other than English spoken by people at home are
Mandarin, Cantonese, Greek, Vietnamese and Italian
(ABS 2011 Census).

The Inner Metro Region
Employment
Between 2011 and 2016, the average unemployment rate
in the region was 4.8%, which is 1.1% lower than the
metropolitan average.
Largest employers: Professional, scientific and technical
services, retail trade, accommodation and food services,
healthcare and social assistance, administration and
support services, and financial and insurance services
are the largest employment sectors in the region.
Number of jobs: There were approximately 619,000 jobs
in the region in 2015, which is around 29% of the total
jobs across metropolitan Melbourne.

Education
The region has a high level of literacy and numeracy,
and the year 12 completion rate of 93.6% is higher than
the metropolitan average (90.8%).
39% of adults hold a bachelors degree or higher, which
is consistent with the Melbourne average.
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Number of government
primary schools

(603 in Melbourne)
Source: DET

9

Number of government
secondary schools

(156 in Melbourne)
Source: DET

8

Number of TAFE
Institutions in region

(25 in Melbourne)
Source: www.skills.vic.gov.au/victorianskillsgateway/
Students/Pages/tafe.aspx
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Children are less likely to be fully vaccinated than in
other Melbourne regions, and residents have higher
rates of avoidable deaths.
There are 1,736 aged care places, 10 private hospitals,
and nine public hospitals in the region. The region is
home to state significant specialist tertiary hospitals
such as the Royal Women’s Hospital and the Royal
Children’s Hospital.

Culture and recreation
The region hosts world-class sporting events, including
the Australian Open at Melbourne Park, the Formula 1
Grand Prix at Albert Park, and the Spring Racing
Carnival at Flemington Racecourse.
The region also has vibrant arts and retail precincts,
and Melbourne’s inner suburbs house contemporary
cultural facilities such as the Abbotsford Convent, the
Collingwood Arts Precinct, and the Palais Theatre in
St Kilda.

Natural Assets and the Environment
Natural assets such as the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Treasury Gardens, Carlton Gardens, and Flagstaff
Gardens add significant green space to the area. These
attractions reinforce the central role played by the
region in the growth and character of metropolitan
Melbourne and Victoria more broadly.

Number of TAFE
site in region

(48 in Melbourne)
Source: www.skills.vic.gov.au/victorianskillsgateway/
Students/Pages/tafe.aspx

Universities in region: The region has 17 university
campuses. There are also eight TAFE institutions
operating across 12 sites.

Health and wellbeing
Compared to metropolitan Melbourne averages,
residents in the region have:
• higher life expectancies
• fewer reports of significant psychological distress
• lower obesity rates
• lower smoking rates.
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Disclaimer
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its
employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is
wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability
for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any
information in this publication.

Accessibility
If you would like to receive this publication
in an alternative format, please telephone
the DELWP Customer Service Centre on
136 186, or email customer.service@delwp.
vic.gov.au or via the National Relay Service
on 133 677, www.relayservice.com.au. This
document is also available on the internet
at www.delwp.vic.gov.au

